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Pastor
Dr. Bill Blanchard

Worship Leader

Mr. Thomas Matthews

Ministers
Every Member

TODAY'S SCHEDULE

9:15a.m.  Bible Study/Sunday School
10:30a.m.  Morning Worship
10:30a.m.  Children's Church

FAMILY WORSHIP -
(Last Sunday of Month)

¢)
Af*

9

Community Clutect
This s the Lowdd place. and all who e seeking Him are weleome! We
atrive lo make a nelationship with God as intelligent as science. as
appealing as art, as vital as a good days work. as inlimale as
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Remember
in Prayer

Betty Belcher, Tallahassee, FL
Edward Blanchard
Dale Braswell
Sammy Long

Out-of-town Senior Adults:
Sharon Morgan
Bob Scheuring

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY

TODAY
Terrie and Tori Dinkins

January 25, 2026
Debra Adams and Lara Blanchard

CUSTODIAL MINISTRY

January 11-17
Mike Columna

January 18 - 24
Marc McLain and Doug Parker

BUILDING
FUND

$220,640




MESSAGE NOTES

“Three Sources of Our Certainty”
I John 5:5-15

God has given us three witnesses to help us KNOW for
certain about our salvation. We can experience the certainty
that comes from:

I. The Eternal Atoning Work of the Savior

II. The Internal Abiding Witness of the Spirit
» To you/me
+ Inyou/me

+ Through you/me to others

III. The External Affirming Word of the Father

UPCOMING DATES

FEBRUARY 8

Quarterly Church Conference

Contact Information

Church Location:
3740 Inner Perimeter Rd. - Valdosta, Georgia 31602

Church Website:
www.NorthwayCC.com

Phone: 229.293.0999

Giving is an Act of Worship

Northway Community Church believes giving to your local church should be

a planned and willful act of worship. Normally, we do not take up an offering

as part of our worship services. Instead, we have an offering box located on

the desk near the front door. Gifts to Northway (a non-profit corporation)
qualify as tax deductible gifts. If you would like credit for your gift in your name
and receive a contribution statement at year end, simply fill out and use our
contribution envelopes as a means of depositing your gift into our offering

box. Gifts to Northway are an act of worship between you and the Lord. As
such, only a few from our accounting department know the giving records of
our families. We do not want knowledge of contributions to impact or sway our
staff’s effectiveness in ministering to the body.

Michael Walker, Dame, Walker, Hardeman & Co., LLC, Certified Public
Accountants

THREE AWFUL LIES ABOUT

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Just like you can open a mutual fund but never invest in it,
you can become a Christian but never become a fully devoted
disciple of Jesus Christ. If this describes you, then it may very
well be that you have come to accept the following three lies
about spiritual growth.

First, it is instantaneous. To be sure, when you begin your
relationship with God, your eternal destiny is altered, there is
a reorientation in your priorities, you will have a new purpose,
and there is the potential for a wonderful work of God in your
life. But spiritual maturity does not happen instantly. In other
words, when you give your life to Jesus Christ, there will not
always be an immediate, substantive change in all of your
habits, attitudes, and character. Rather, there is the beginning
of a new relationship, but it takes time for spiritual intimacy

at the deepest levels to occur. And rather than an immediate
liberation from every bad habit or character flaw that you've
ever possessed, what takes place is more like the landing of an
army on the beachhead, which then begins routing out the
enemy as it makes its way inland.

Second, all it takes is time. It is a myth to believe that
someone who has been a Christian for ten years will
necessarily have ten years’ worth of spiritual maturity,
because true spirituality is not simply a by-product of time.
For example, if you have been playing golf once a year for 30
years, it would be misleading to tell others that you've been
playing golf for 30 years, because you wouldn’t have been
intentional about the game during that time. And that is
why others could have only been playing golf for one year,
but they could easily outplay you if they had intentionally
developed their game through great lessons and lots of
practice! | mean, you can subscribe to golf magazines,
purchase golf equipment, wear golf clothing, watch golf on
TV, and hang out at the clubhouse, but never improve your
game, because simply being exposed to something has little
bearing on how proficient we become. So, while your spiritual
development takes time, it is not simply a matter of time.

Third, all it takes is effort. Another myth is that spiritual
growth is gained by trying. Did you know that many people
believe that the “gifts of the Spirit” (le. love, joy, peace,
patience, etc) are a matter of effort? And yes, while spiritual
development demands intentionality, merely trying to
experience life change never brings about life change. You
see, to be like Jesus, you don't just try; you train (Luke 6:40;

| Timothy 4:7) to order your life around those activities,
disciplines, and practices that were modeled by Jesus Christ.

So, yes, by an act of your free will, you can begin a spiritual
life but then never develop it. And in the process, you can
believe the myths that we just laid out. But my prayer for you
is that you will stop believing these lies and let your personal
relationship with Jesus Christ become an intimate one as He
develops in you spiritual maturity and godly discernment (a)
over time (b) with intentionality, and (c) with proper training!

Devotedly your pastor,
Bill Blanchard



