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MESSAGE NOTES

“The Secret of Service”
John 21:1-17
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Giving is an Act of Worship

Northway Community Church believes giving to your local church should be

a planned and willful act of worship. Normally, we do not take up an offering

as part of our worship services. Instead, we have an offering box located on

the desk near the front door. Gifts to Northway (a non-profit corporation)
qualify as tax deductible gifts. If you would like credit for your gift in your name
and receive a contribution statement at year end, simply fill out and use our
contribution envelopes as a means of depositing your gift into our offering

box. Gifts to Northway are an act of worship between you and the Lord. As
such, only a few from our accounting department know the giving records of
our families. We do not want knowledge of contributions to impact or sway our
staff’s effectiveness in ministering to the body.

Michael Walker, Dame, Walker, Hardeman & Co., LLC, Certified Public
Accountants

WORDS MATTER

There are approximately 600,000 words in the English
language. The average American has a “use” vocabulary
of about 10,000 words, and a “recognition” vocabulary
of some 35,000 words. When a youngster enters the first
grade, he/she might have a personal vocabulary of about
3000 words, which may expand to more than ten times
that upon graduation from college.

These things being true, it seems strange to suggest

that one can be articulate with a 21-word vocabulary.
Nevertheless, there are ten sentences, consisting of three
words each and utilizing a total of twenty-one words,
which provide some of the most appropriate vocabulary
in our language:

I love you.

I thank you.

May I help you?

I understand you.
I was wrong.

I will pray.

Take your time.
Please forgive me.
You did well.

You look nice.

Learn to speak that language. Conquer that vocabulary.
And you will be happier, plus you will be able to better
communicate in the name of Jesus to others.

Devotedly your pastor,
Bill Blanchard
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