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9:15a.m.  Bible Study/Sunday School
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10:30a.m.  Children's Church Debra Adams and Lara Blanchard
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MESSAGE NOTES
Guest Speaker: Robert Coop

AFTER SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
MAY 25, JUNE 1 AND JUNE 8, 2025
SIGN UP SHEET ON THE CREDENZA
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UPCOMING DATES
June 22

Quarterly Church Conference

for Life

Fill a baby bottle with change, bills, or check, and

help meet the physical and spiritual needs of
women and men who find themselves facing
an unexpected pregnancy.

Pick up a baby bottle today and
fill it with your change.

Bring your bottle back filled with
all your change on
Father's Day, June 15th

Opﬁﬂr}
A LIFE CHOICE CLINIGC
2203 N. Oak Street | Valdosta, GA

Contact Information

Church Location:
3740 Inner Perimeter Rd. - Valdosta, Georgia 31602

Church Website:
www.NorthwayCC.com

Phone: 229.293.0999

CHARACTER OVER TALENT

In our church, will we value character over talent? Answer:
We must! Iknow it is a great temptation—particularly in the
area of music—for physical appearance and talent to blind
us, but we must keep our eyes wide open spiritually, and
here’s why:

1. The Holy Spirit consistently shows up and works
through character more than talent. In terms of the
long haul, the “hip” factor and vocal range will not
grow a church properly.

2. A character deficiency affects the entire team/group/
church. A selfish ego, a negative attitude, a prima
donna mindset, the undermining or disregard of
leadership, juvenile behavior, relational divides,
snarky comments, and/or blatant immorality
will infect the entire team/church and creates a
demoralized and unhealthy culture. Like a cancer, it
can spread from one member to another.

3. We run the very high risk that a character deficiency
will hurt the witness of our church. For instance, if
we have someone on stage who is seen by a first-time
guest who happens to be their co-worker, and that
person is widely dismissed at work for his/her lack
of character, we have a witness problem. Or if the
person’s Instagram postings, tweets, or Facebook
reveal a character that undermines the persona on
stage, we have a witness problem that affects the
reputation of the entire church.

Character, however, can be a tricky thing to identify and
define because we often tend to think of it solely in terms
of sexual immorality. While that is certainly a dynamic,
it is even more prevalent in terms of ego, narcissism,
insubordination, negativity, gossip, and relational
immaturity.

So, yes, gifts and talents are important factors, but not as
important as character. And what are we looking for in
terms of character? That’s easy. Love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control, along with humility and a servant’s heart. I'll take
those over looks and talent any day, and so will God!

Devotedly your pastor,
Bill Blanchard

Giving is an Act of Worship

Northway Community Church believes giving to your local church should be

a planned and willful act of worship. Normally, we do not take up an offering

as part of our worship services. Instead, we have an offering box located on

the desk near the front door. Gifts to Northway (a non-profit corporation)
qualify as tax deductible gifts. If you would like credit for your gift in your name
and receive a contribution statement at year end, simply fill out and use our
contribution envelopes as a means of depositing your gift into our offering

box. Gifts to Northway are an act of worship between you and the Lord. As
such, only a few from our accounting department know the giving records of
our families. We do not want knowledge of contributions to impact or sway our
staff’s effectiveness in ministering to the body.

Michael Walker, Dame, Walker, Hardeman & Co., LLC, Certified Public
Accountants



