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MESSAGE NOTES

“WHO EXACTLY WAS JESUS CHRIST ANYWAY?”
MATTHEW 22:41-46 AND MANY SELECTED TEXTS

2 vital questions about Jesus Christ:
#1  Who exactly was Jesus Christ anyway?

#2  Why in the world did he have to suffer to this
extreme?

There are several suggestions as to whom Jesus Christ might
have been:

e Jews

e  Muslims

e Mormons

e Jehovah’s Witnesses

e Unitarians

* Eastern Mystics

* Secular Humanists

Right under the surface of those who admit that Jesus Christ
was a great man lurks the subtle denial that Jesus Christ was
anything more than just a great man!

The Bible claims that Jesus Christ was a person with a dual
nature:

1. Fully human
2. Fully God
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Giving is an Act of Worship

Northway Community Church believes giving to your local church should be

a planned and willful act of worship. Normally, we do not take up an offering
as part of our worship services. Instead, we have an offering box located on

the desk near the front door. Gifts to Northway (a non-profit corporation)
qualify as tax deductible gifts. If you would like credit for your gift in your name
and receive a contribution statement at year end, simply fill out and use our
contribution envelopes as a means of depositing your gift into our offering

box. Gifts to Northway are an act of worship between you and the Lord. As
such, only a few from our accounting department know the giving records of
our families. We do not want knowledge of contributions to impact or sway our
staff’s effectiveness in ministering to the body.

Michael Walker, Dame, Walker, Hardeman & Co., LLC, Certified Public
Accountants

EXPLAINING HONEST QUESTIONS

ABOUT THE BIBLE

Do you have good friends and relatives who have honest questions
about the Bible that, perhaps, you cannot fully answer? If so,
would you consider sharing this pastor’s column with them?

First, what is a good description of the Bible? The Bibleis a
collection of 66 books, written by more than 40 authors, covering
a period of about 1500 years. It falls into two parts, usually

called “testaments”—The Old Testament (39 books) and the

New Testament (27 books). The word “testament” simply means
agreement or covenant. The Old Testament (OT) is a record of
God’s covenants with people before the time of Jesus, and the
New Testament (NT) covers everything that happened when Jesus
came into our world, and then what happened soon after His
resurrection.

Second, what about translations? The Bible was basically written
in two languages: The OT in Hebrew (with some Aramaic, a

twin to Hebrew) and the NT in Greek. This means that all of our
Bibles today are translations of those original languages. These
translations are the product of a team of scholars who have spent a
lifetime studying Hebrew and Greek, and a variety of translations
have developed over time as the nuances of our modern languages
change and develop.

Third, what about various interpretations? When someone points
out something the Bible teaches, invariably, someone else will say,
“Well, that’s just your interpretation,” as if when it comes to what
the Bible says, it is nothing more than personal opinion. That is

a cultural myth. There is actually a scientific field of study for
interpretation, and it is called “hermeneutics.” This scientific
study involves a series of steps, practices, and rules that apply to
proper interpretation.

But please understand that most of the Bible doesn’t involve
difficult interpretations, just some reading. Yes, of course, there
are passages that are very hard to understand, especially because
they reflect places, histories, cultures, and languages of places and
events from long ago and far away. So, yes, sometimes you need

to have some background information on those issues in order to
make sense of things, and yes, there are some passages that cause
us to develop various interpretations. But on the essential teaching
and issues, the Bible leaves little room for confusion. All that is left
is for us to read its message!

Devotedly your pastor,
Bill Blanchard

UPCOMING DATES

Sunday, July 28

Quarterly Church Conference

Contact Information

Church Location:
3740 Inner Perimeter Rd. - Valdosta, Georgia 31602

Church Website:
www.NorthwayCC.com

Phone: 229.293.0999




