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Welcome to Central
Whether you’re just beginning to explore the Christian faith or a longtime believer, 
we’re glad you’re here and pray you will experience the love and grace of Jesus today. 
Central is for anyone who wants to learn more about Jesus Christ and grow together 
in real community.

Especially if this is your first time as our guest, welcome. We are thrilled you are here, 
and would love to connect with you. You are encouraged to fill out a connection card 
at one of our welcome tables in either lobby or in the Fellowship Hall, or simply scan 
the QR code.

Get connected 
at Central

Songs of worship are used with permission. CCLI #100150

Large print bulletins are available from our ushers. Amplification devices are also 
available from the ushers at the rear of the sanctuary.

Worshiping as a 
Family

Children are always welcome to participate in worship with their families. 

During both services, nursery care is available for families with children ages 8 weeks 
through 3 years. The nursery entrance is on the first floor.

A nursing mother’s room is located on the first floor off of the Fellowship Hall.

For kids ages 3 through kindergarten, we offer “children’s worship” during the 
sermon. After worshipping with their family during the first part of the service, kids 
ages 3 through kindergarten will be invited to join our leaders at the front of the 
sanctuary. After the sermon, the kids return to the sanctuary to meet their parents.

Accessibility

Sundays at Central

Located in each pew is a “Welcome Registry.” We encourage you to please use this 
to let us know you worshiped at Central today. After putting your name down, please 
pass the book down your pew.

Welcome Registry

At Central, we believe in the power of prayer. You are invited to submit your prayer 
requests using the cards located in the pew, or online at centralpres.com/prayer. You 
can also email your prayer requests to prayer@centralpres.com. If you would like to 
pray with someone today, please visit the prayer room after either service.

Prayer

Worship: 8:30am & 11:15am

Sunday school: 10:00am-11:00am
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Praise the LORD!
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
to be his friends and to bear the fruit of holiness through him.
Hallelujah!  Amen!

from Psalm 106:1; Ephesians 1:3-4; John 15:15-16

Standing (if able)

Prelude

God Calls Us To 
Worship
God gathers us before 
his heavenly throne for 
a special time to renew 
our relationship with 
him together.

Traditional Spiritual
arr. P. Caldwell and S. Ivory

John the Revelator
Taylor University Chorale
Dr. Reed Spencer, director
Lua Bleah, piano
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Text: Robert Grant, 1833
	 Tune: LYONS; attr. J. Michael Haydn, 1770

O Worship the KingWe Praise God
We respond to God’s 

call by honoring his 
majesty and goodness 

in song.
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O	Worship	the	King

Text: 	Robert	Grant

Tune: 	LYONS;	William	Gardiner's	Sacred	Melodies,	1 81 5

arr.	from	Johann	Haydn
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We ask the Lord to work 
in us by his Holy Spirit 

to give us the desire and 
ability to respond to him 

in worship.

We Pray For 
God To Help Us 

Worship
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
He died for us that we might live for him.



5

God of life and love,
our faith is too often more dead than alive.
We are prone to hear your word but not do it,
to learn and believe the truth in our minds
but not make our faith complete by obeying you in our actions.
We have not loved you with all our heart, soul, and strength,
and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves,
even making enemies of those you call us to love and serve.
So we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
Lord, we are sorry and we humbly repent. Have mercy on us.

(silent prayers of confession)

Gracious Father, please help us trust you with living faith and makes us doers and not 
merely hearers of your word. Renew us and lead us by your Holy Spirit so that our 
lives with be faithful and fruitful as we walk in your ways and do the good works you 
have prepared for us to do in Christ. Amen.

Seated

Cleanse your hands, and purify your hearts.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

from James 4:8, 10 God Calls Us to 
Confess Our Sin

Together as the people 
of God, we acknowledge 
honestly to God what 
is wrong and broken 
in us and ask for 
his forgiveness and 
transforming grace.

We Confess
 Our Sin

Standing (if able)

from 1 John 4:9; 2 Peter 1:3

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. His divine power has granted to 
us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who 
called us to his own glory and excellence.

For all who have turned from sin in sorrow and look to God for mercy, this is God’s 
gift. In Jesus Christ, God loves you, God forgives you, God accepts you, and God 
rejoices over you as beloved daughters and sons.  

Hallelujah, Amen!

God Declares Our 
Forgiveness
God responds joyfully 
to our confession by 
declaring his forgiveness 
and the security of his 
grace and delight in us 
as his beloved daughters 
and sons.
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Yet Not I, But Through Christ In Me
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Yet	Not	I,	but	Through	Christ	in	Me
Words	and	Music	by	Jonny	Robinson,

Rich	Thompson,	Michael	Farren

©	2018	CityAlight	Music
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Text and tune: Niki Shepherd, Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson
	 © 2018 City Alight Music

We Praise God
Having been assured 

of God’s favor, we offer 
thanks and praise for 

salvation from sin and 
reconciliation with God 

through Jesus Christ.
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Children ages 3 - kindergarten are invited to Children’s Worship  
and will return during the offering.

And I Saw a New Heaven
Taylor University Chorale
Dr. Reed Spencer, director
Kirsten Jones, Eli King, violin
Noah Davelaar, cello
Lua Bleah, piano

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away, and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain, for the former things are passed away.

Text: Revelation 21:1-4
Music: E. Bainton

Seated
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“Living Faith” – Rev. Dr. Clay Smith 

James 2:14-26 pew Bible page 1012

The grass withers and the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand forever.

Isaiah 40:8

God Instructs Us
 In Preaching

God speaks to us to 
explain what his word 

means and how to 
respond to him with 

loving obedience in our 
daily lives.

God Instructs Us In 
Scripture Reading

God speaks to us 
through the Bible to 
instruct, encourage, 

correct, comfort, and 
equip us to know, love, 

and follow him.

We respond to God by 
affirming our trust in his 

word.
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Give electronically at centralpres.com/giving, or by texting CENTRALPRES to 77977

The Conversion of Saul

Text: R. Cupich and Z. R. Stroope
Music: Z. Randall Stroope

We Offer 
Ourselves in Gifts 
and Song

We respond to God’s 
word by offering 
ourselves to God with 
renewed love and 
commitment both in 
song and in gifts of 
money to support God’s 
mission in the world.

Standing (if able)

Our Father, please give us wisdom and living faith to walk in the way of Jesus. 
Help us be doers of your word in works of faith and love.

(prayers for the church and the world)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

We Pray For 
The Church And 
The World
We respond to God’s 
word by asking him to 
transform our lives, 
our communities, and 
the world through the 
renewing work of Jesus 
with the Lord’s Prayer 
as a summary prayer 
for the mission of God’s 
kingdom.

We Hear 
Testimony of God’s 
Mission

Christan Perona
Central Christian School

Caedite, vexate, ligate vinculis! Saul! 
Vinculis, condemnate vexate! 

Why do you persecute me, Saul? 
Fall down on your knees, turn hatred into love. 
Turn darkness into light. Bow down, Saul!

Taylor University Chorale

Murder, harass, bind into chains! Saul! 
Chain, prosecute and harass!
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Be Thou My Vision

Text: tr. Mary E. Byrne; vers. Eleanor H. Hull
Tune: SLANE; Traditional Irish melody
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Be	Thou	My	Vision
Text: 	Trad.	Irish;	tr.	M.	Byrne,	1905;

vers.	E.	Hull,	1 912

Tune: 	SLANE;	Trad.	Irish	melody
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Doxology

Text: 	Thomas	Ken,	1709

Tune: 	Louis	Bourgeois,	Genevan	Psalter,	1 551
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And all God’s people said...
Hallelujah! Amen.

Doxology – Old 100th

Text: Thomas Ken, 1709
Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH; Louis Bourgeois, Genevan Psalter, 1551

Liturgist:  Rev. Charles Godwin 

God Blesses Us 
And Sends Us Out
God sends us out into 
the world with his 
blessing to live with him 
and serve the mission of 
his kingdom.

PostludeT. DuboisToccata in G 

Musicians:   Matthew Mazzoni (director), piano, organ.
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Connect, Grow, Serve
At Central, we seek the transformation of our lives, communities, and the world 
through the renewing work of Jesus Christ, for the glory of God. This vision 
becomes more and more a reality when we connect, grow, and serve. Below are a 
few opportunities coming up for you to belong to God’s mission and his work at and 
through Central.

If you would like more information about these or other upcoming opportunities, 
please scan the QR code to the right, email us at communications@centralpres.com, or 
call the church office at 314-727-2777.

NEW
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NEW
 CGS COM

ING SOON...

CONNECT

CONNECT

SERVE

Have you been to a Connection Dinner before? It’s a group of 9-10 Central folks 
who get together in someone’s home for an evening of fellowship. We’d love for you 
to join us at an upcoming dinner. Send us an email at info@centralpres.com for more 
information or to sign up.

Connection Dinners

Please join us this Wednesday night for a special Community Service Night at 6 pm 
following dinner at 5 pm. Pick up a flyer with more information at a Welcome Table 
or contact us at info@centralpres.com for more details.

Community Service Night This Wednesday

Central Presbyterian’s early childhood education program, PEEPs, is seeking 
additional teachers to join our close-knit, faith-filled team who love God and 
work together to train the hearts and teach the minds of young children on                     
M, W, and F from 8:15am-2:15pm. Children of teachers receive free tuition at 
PEEPs and a 25% discount at CCS. If you would like to learn more, please contact 
us at info@centralpres.com.

Join Our PEEPs Ministry Staff


