
 

 

SERMON NOTES | FEBRUARY 4, 2024 | SERIES: FIRST THINGS FIRST | PASTOR JAMES GALLAHER 

FREEDOM FELLOWSHIP CHURCH | 410 OAK RUN POINT | NEW BRAUNFELS TEXAS 78132 
INTIMACY WITH GOD. INTIMACY WITH OTHERS. 

 
¨ Review of Last Week – What are the Building Blocks of Discipleship? 
¨ James purchased a home that needed repair: 

He had plans to tear down and renovate. 
There were different points of view between James and his wife. 
His wife, Kelly, needed to trust James’ ability to rebuild the house. 

¨ Compare that to the experience of being a new believer or entering a new church for the first time: 
• We have assumptions and misunderstandings of what’s seen and experienced which could lead to hurt. 
• Much like a new believer, often excited and filled with joy, but with misunderstands which leads to walking 

around with hurt. 
¨ James’ visual example of building a piece of furniture from wood. 

• Wood has intrinsic value (costs something) vs. potential value (what it could be). 
• Our lives have intrinsic value as we were bought by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross to restore our relationship     
    with the Father. It cost something.   
• Our potential value comes from our transformation through discipleship. 

¨ The process of Discipleship:  
1. The first step is knowing the One who called us by studying God’s Word. 

• Discipleship begins as we first believe; it takes what is purchased and begins to break it down.  
• We need to act on our faith and allow the Holy Spirit to break us down and build us up. Will power 

alone will not lead to transformation. 
• Pick up a reading card and plan for our congregation. 

2.   The next step is to focus on God’s Word in prayer. 
• A Biblical Community is a Praying Community 
• What is Prayer? It is a 2-way communication with God.  
• Prayer without the Word is meaningless; The Word without prayer is powerless. 
• Philippians 4:6 - Paul speaks of a process to prayer. 

¨ Hindrances to Prayer: 
1. Doubt – uncertainty or lack of conviction. James 1:6-7 

• We tend to doubt the capabilities of God. 
• We need to have faith & trust IN God knowing we don’t know the outcome. Mark 11:22-24 

2. Unforgiveness in our heart. Mark 11:25 
• Without LOVE our prayers are meaningless. 
• There is no sacrifice without obedience. Matthew 6:12, 15 

3. Lack of Perseverance. Luke 18:1-8 
• Pray at all times. 
• Supplication – a practiced skill to keep going to God and to keep believing. 
• God will not delay one moment longer than what’s necessary. 
• The power of united prayer is that we agree with God AND come together to declare. 
• See Prayer card with building blocks of prayer.  
• Pray in the name of Jesus. There is power in the name of Jesus.  
• Pray for one another. James 5:16 
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