HOMILETICS 
Stanton Institute for Theological Education
Spring 2025


This course is designed to expose the student to basic homeltical skills and practicum.  Its goals for each student are as follows:

1. A theologically grounded and practical understanding of preaching in general; 
2. Ability to craft a sermon
3. Awareness of ways to communicate the Gospel in a sermon;
4. Facility with sermon illustrations and application.

Instructor: 
The Rev. Paul A. Nesta, D. Min. (cand.)
Email: frpaul@stdavidsdenton.org
Office: 940-387-2622


REQUIREMENTS:

1. Regular attendance.  Students who take the course for credit may not be absent for more than one session and with the instructor’s prior permission. 

2. Students will complete the assigned readings, papers, and sermons.

Final grade will be based upon the following:
Class participation (reflecting a thoughtful completion of assignments): 20%
Papers (2): 40%
Sermons (2): 40%


REQUIRED READING LIST:

Brownlee, Annette. Preaching Jesus Christ Today. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018.

Craddock, Fred B. Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985.

Taylor, Barbara Brown. The Preaching Life. Lanham: Cowley Publications, 1993.

Willimon, William H. Listeners Dare: Hearing God in the Sermon. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2022. 
ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES:

Papers are to be typed and double-spaced in Times New Roman 12-point font, with 1-inch margins. All papers will exhibit comprehension of the corresponding assigned reading, and demonstrate the student’s own thoughtful answer to the prompt.    

As a rule, papers will exhibit a thorough understanding of the assigned texts, as well as appropriate citation of Holy Scripture and The Book of Common Prayer 1979. Papers will be graded for grammar and spelling. 

Papers are to be emailed to the instructor on the day they are due. Late papers will have a full letter grade deducted from them. The grade will drop another letter grade after three days. After seven days, the assignment will receive a failing grade. In extreme circumstances, the instructor will approve a late paper if the student emails the instructor prior to date and time the assignment is due.

Grading and other academic policies follow the Stanton Center course catalog.


CLASS SESSIONS:

SESSION ONE: January 18, 2025

Reading: 	Listeners Dare (Willimon)

SESSION TWO: February 15, 2025

Reading: 	Preaching (Craddock)

Assignment: 4 page paper. Select a preacher for which there are at least three video sermons available. Briefly analyze three sermons from this preacher, noting what you heard to be their strengths and weaknesses. Don’t just report on the sermons and their themes. Critically analyze the sermons on the basis of what you heard. What are some of the preacher’s frequent sermon themes? In what ways does the preacher’s context seem to influence the sermons? What might be the strengths and weaknesses of this preacher’s content, style, and method of preaching? Citations from and connections to your reading for this course will be welcomed. How does this preacher’s preaching challenge your own (understand of) preaching? 
Due 11:59 pm, Friday, February 14, 2025.


SESSION THREE: March 15, 2025

Reading: 	Preaching Jesus Christ Today (Brownlee)

Assignment: 4 page paper. Select a preacher for which there are at least three video sermons available. Briefly analyze three sermons from this preacher, noting what you heard to be their strengths and weaknesses. Don’t just report on the sermons and their themes. Critically analyze the sermons on the basis of what you heard. What are some of the preacher’s frequent sermon themes? In what ways does the preacher’s context seem to influence the sermons? What might be the leadership strengths and weaknesses of this preacher’s content, style, and method of preaching? Citations from and connections to your reading for this course will be welcomed. How does this preacher’s preaching challenge your own (understand of) preaching? 
Due 11:59 pm, Friday, March 14, 2025.

SESSION FOUR: April 12, 2025

Reading: 	The Preaching Life (Taylor)

Assignment: Sermon #1. Prepare a 12 minute sermon on a text assigned by the instructor. The sermon will be delivered in class on this day. While the sermon will be preached in class, the class is not the intended audience. The student’s local congregation is. The sermon should therefore be crafted for your own church setting. In addition to preparing and preaching the sermon, you should also prepare a written synopsis (200-250 words) of what you are trying to accomplish in the sermon. Include any theological and rhetorical moves you are making. 


SESSION FIVE: May 17, 2025

Assignment: Sermon #2. Prepare a 12 minute sermon on a text assigned by the instructor. The sermon will be delivered in class on this day. While the sermon will be preached in class, the class is not the intended audience. The student’s local congregation is. The sermon should therefore be crafted for your own church setting. In addition to preparing and preaching the sermon, you should also prepare a written synopsis (200-250 words) of what you are trying to accomplish in the sermon. Include any theological and rhetorical moves you are making. 
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