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EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF DALLAS

FORM I: 
NOMINEE AGREEMENT


DEFINITION OF TERMS
I. Ordination process: the whole series of steps provided by the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church as defined and applied by the Diocese of Dallas which, all requirements being satisfied, may lead to the ordination of an individual to the Sacred Orders of Priest and/or Deacon. In summary, these steps may be grouped under four headings:
a. Aspirancy is the period between being given permission by the bishop to discern, up until acceptance of nomination by one’s home parish. During this time the discerner is called an Aspirant.
b. Nomination covers the period of time beginning with a letter from the individual to the Bishop accepting his/her nomination by the congregation, continuing up until the time that the individual is admitted to Postulancy by the Bishop. During this stage the discerner is called a Nominee.
c. Postulancy covers the period from admission to Postulancy up until the time the individual is admitted to Candidacy by the Bishop, upon the favorable recommendation of the Commission on Ministry and approval of the Standing Committee. One is called a Postulant.
d. Candidacy covers the period from admission to Candidacy to Ordination by the Bishop upon the favorable recommendation of the Commission on Ministry and approval of the Standing Committee. One is called a Candidate.

II. Ordination: The sacramental conferral of authority on an individual by the bishop, under the Book of Common Prayer, to carry out the ministry of the Church consistent with this Church’s understanding of the specific Order to which he or she is ordained.

III. Cure: The ecclesiastical position to which an ordained person is called, and for which the ordained person is authorized by the Bishop to carry out the ministry belonging to his or her Order.

FAITH AND DISCIPLINE 
Anyone wishing to pursue ordination in the Episcopal Diocese of Dallas must agree with and abide by the historic faith and practice of the Anglican/Episcopal tradition as found in the Book of Common Prayer (1979), especially the orders for The Holy Eucharist (Rite 1, pp 323f), Holy Baptism (pp 299f), The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage (pp 423f), The Burial of the Dead (pp 469f), and The Catechism (pp 845f). 
Diocesan Canon 23 Section 3 states: “All members of the clergy of this Diocese, having subscribed to the Declaration required by Article VIII of the Constitution of the Episcopal Church, and all persons seeking Holy Orders in this Diocese, shall be under obligation to model in their own lives, as wholesome examples, the received teaching of the Church that all of its members are to abstain from sexual relations outside of marriage.”
_______________________
		Initialed by Applicant

AGREEMENT
I, the undersigned, do hereby acknowledge the foregoing definitions and agree to the following:

1. That I understand that permission to enter the ordination process in the Diocese of Dallas does not carry with it any assurance that I will in fact be ordained, or that I have any claim to be appointed to a cure.

2. That, as a condition of being admitted to the ordination process, should I be ordained by the Bishop of Dallas, I agree to serve in any position to which the Bishop of Dallas appoints and/or authorizes me to serve; and that in any case, I shall be bound to serve within the Diocese of Dallas for a period of at least two years unless given a waiver of this pledge by the Bishop of Dallas.

3. That I acknowledge and understand that, in the event I become a Candidate for Holy Orders, I will not in fact be ordained without a cure.  Further, 

4. I have read, understood, and acceded to the policy of the Diocese of Dallas with respect to sexual misconduct.

5. I pledge that, if married, I will live within the bonds of marriage, and if unmarried I will live chastely as a single person.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. I understand that failure to live by these standards will result in my removal from the ordination process.



SUBMITTED BY:


						
Signature of Nominee		Printed Name of Applicant	Date


WITNESSED BY:


						
Signature of Witness		Printed Name of Witness	Date




Completed forms should be submitted to:

Episcopal Diocese of Dallas
ATTN: EDOD Vocations Administrator
5100 Ross Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75206
Phone: 214-826-8310
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