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EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF DALLAS

FORM E: 
APPLICATION FOR DISCERNMENT OF HOLY ORDERS


DATE OF APPLICATION						
FULL NAME (INCLUDING MAIDEN)						
CLERGY ORDER THAT APPLICANT IS SEEKING		 PERMANENT DEACON	 PRIEST

HAVE YOU PREVIOUSLY APPLIED FOR ADMISSION AS A NOMINEE FOR HOLY ORDERS?			
IF SO, WHEN/WHERE						
          AND TO WHOM 						
APPLICANT’S ADDRESS						
CITY			STATE	ZIP		
EMAIL						
CELL			HOME			
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER					
DATE OF BIRTH						
MARITAL STATUS		NUMBER OF MARRIAGES 	EVER DIVORCED?		ANNULED?	
SPOUSE’S NAME		SPOUSE’S PHONE			
NAME(S) AND AGE(S) OF CHILD(REN)					
							
							

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

SPONSORING CONGREGATION	CITY			
RECTOR/VICAR’S NAME					
RECTOR/VICAR’S CELL		OFFICE			
RECTOR/VICAR’S EMAIL					
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A CONFIRMED MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING AT A CONGREGATION WITHIN THE DIOCESE OF DALLAS?		 (SEE TEC TITLE I, CANON 17, SEC.3)


BAPTISM (Please provide documentation, if you haven’t already)

CHURCH NAME		CITY			
DATE			DENOMINATION			
OFFICIANT’S NAME		CERTIFICATE PROVIDED		

CONFIRMATION (Please provide documentation, if you haven’t already)

CHURCH NAME		CITY			
DATE			DENOMINATION			
OFFICIANT’S NAME		CERTIFICATE PROVIDED		

RECEPTION, if applicable (Please provide documentation, if you haven’t already)

CHURCH NAME		CITY			
DATE			FORMER DENOMINATION		
OFFICIANT’S NAME		CERTIFICATE PROVIDED		

EDUCATION

	
	NAME OF SCHOOL
	LOCATION
	MAJOR AND DEGREE
	DATES YOU ATTENDED

	HIGH SCHOOL


	
	
	
	

	COLLEGE*


	
	
	
	

	BUSINESS OR
TRADE SCHOOL*

	
	
	
	

	SEMINARY AND/OR 
POST-GRADUATE 
WORK*
	
	
	
	



* Please request official transcripts to be sent to the Diocese of Dallas, address below.


WORK EXPERIENCE (List the last two paid positions you have held, or the two most relevant to ministry)

EMPLOYER			
ADDRESS		
SUPERVISOR’S NAME			
PHONE			
EMAIL ADDRESS		
DATES EMPLOYED		

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
DESCRIBE THE JOB YOU HELD AND DUTIES PERFORMED 			

EMPLOYER			
ADDRESS		
SUPERVISOR’S NAME			
PHONE			
EMAIL ADDRESS		
DATES EMPLOYED		
DESCRIBE THE JOB YOU HELD AND DUTIES PERFORMED 			


REFERENCES (Please provide three references -- not your Rector or Vicar -- who can speak to your character) 

NAME			
RELATIONSHIP 			
ADDRESS		
PHONE (HOME)	(WORK)	(CELL)	
EMAIL ADDRESS		

NAME			
RELATIONSHIP 			
ADDRESS		
PHONE (HOME)	(WORK)	(CELL)	
EMAIL ADDRESS		

NAME			
RELATIONSHIP 			
ADDRESS		
PHONE (HOME)	(WORK)	(CELL)	
EMAIL ADDRESS		
SHORT ESSAYS

Please provide typed responses for each of the subjects below. Each essay should be no more than five pages, single spaced, and 12-point font. Label each essay with your name, the date, and with the essay’s title and full description as noted below.

I. Autobiography
Your autobiography should cover the most important aspects of your spiritual, emotional, and professional development. While this essay gives you great latitude, it should include the following elements: 
A. the facts of your life that inform your calling to ordained ministry, 
B. the circumstances around you becoming a Christian, 
C. times of growth and change including, if applicable, details of any counseling you have undertaken, 
D. experiences you have had participating in religions other than Christianity including the occult, 
E. a discussion of your personal strengths and limitations.

II. Spousal Autobiography
If you are married, your spouse will write an autobiography, using the description above.

III. Marriage   one essay from you and one essay from your spouse (if applicable)
If you are single, write on your understanding of the sacrament of marriage, reflecting as well on your own hopes for marriage, whether to marry or remain celibate. If you are married, you and your spouse write separate essays on your understanding of marriage and how that understanding is reflected in your current relationship. Both statements should include a frank evaluation of the anticipated impact of ordained ministry on your relationship. If you are divorced, include information on the circumstances of your marriage, divorce, ecclesiastical judgment, and remarriage (if any). You should also include a statement on what you have learned from the experience of your divorce.

IV. Livelihood and Occupational History
Describe your current job or other working situation, including a description of your economic base. You need not give income figures, but do mention how you support yourself and your family. List in reverse chronological order all the jobs you have held since college or in the last ten years (whichever is less), 
A. [bookmark: _GoBack]your duties on these jobs with particular attention to leadership roles, 
B. and your reasons for taking and leaving them. 
Please note that a resume does not adequately fulfill this requirement.

V. Parish Ministry
Describe your current involvement in ministry at your parish. Describe other ministries in which you have been involved, both within a parish setting and otherwise, over the last ten years or since graduation from high school, whichever is less. With each description, note
A. particular leadership roles you’ve had, 
B. key lessons learned in ministry, 
C. and what you took away from times of conflict.

VI. Vocational Identity
Summarize your understanding of the diaconate and priesthood, noting the differences between them, and your own reasons for feeling called to the particular order sought.

VII. Prospects for Theological Education
The Commission on Ministry has found that many nominees for Holy Orders have made some tentative plans for theological education or have already begun or even completed the same before applying for the ordination process. Applicants should understand that the Bishop's approval of your educational course is required if you do become a Postulant. If you have already completed a seminary program, do note that you will be asked to complete additional formation in the Anglican tradition if you haven’t already. Applicants who have not done any other graduate study should understand that seminary is indeed graduate-level work. In the light of these facts please describe any theological education you may have had, your thoughts about it if you have not had any yet, and your assessment of your own capacity for serious, graduate study. Also, importantly, describe the way you plan to pay for this education.  


SHORT RESPONSES Please provide typed responses for each of the subjects below. Each essay should be no more than three paragraphs, single spaced, and 12-point font. Label each essay with your name, the date, and with the question’s title and full description as noted below.

I. What does it mean to find salvation in Jesus Christ?
II. What does it mean to be under authority?
III. What is the Gospel?
IV. How do you share your faith?
V. What are your spiritual practices: 
A. Describe your Rule of Life? (see chart, attached)
B. Do you have a Spiritual Director? 
C. Have you practiced the sacrament of reconciliation? 
D. Do you incorporate other practices into your life such as contemplative prayer or fasting?
VI. Define stewardship and describe how you meet this definition.



SUBMITTED BY:



						
Signature of Applicant		Printed Name of Applicant	Date


APPROVED BY:



						
Signature of Rector/Vicar		Printed Name of Rector/Vicar	Date









Completed forms should be submitted to:

Episcopal Diocese of Dallas
ATTN: EDOD Vocations Administrator
5100 Ross Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75206
Phone: 214-826-8310
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Name:      
Date:      



 



Rule of Life Worksheet 
 
Daily: 
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