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How to Throw a 'Harry Potter'
Hogwarts-Themed Dinner and a
Movie Party

On Friday November 19th, 2010, "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part One" will hit the

silver screen. This is a grand occasion to gather your favorite witches and wizards and celebrate

Hogwarts style.

Here are some tips on how to throw a hit Potter Party!:

1. Make an Event and an Evening of It

Break the party up into two locations, the first being your home and the second a designated time

later that evening when you and your guests will travel to the theater to see the "Harry Potter"

movie together.

2. Set the Tone with the Invitation

I have two favorite invitations for a Harry Potter party. One is easy (a train ticket) and the other a

bit more elaborate (send the message by owl).

A Hogwarts train ticket is quickly made using black and white scrapbooking paper. Cut a

rectangular square out of the black paper. Then glue a slightly smaller size white paper on top of

the black paper on both sides. Write the word TICKET in all caps on the side and in the middle,

write Platform 9 ¾. On the backside of the paper, include the details of your party. Pop the ticket

into an envelope and mail out to your friends.

To send the message by owl, purchase small owl stuffed animals, found in toy, party, and novelty

stores. Write your invitation on a piece of paper and roll the paper up into a scroll. Tie the scroll

with a ribbon and attach to the owl. Place the owl into a box and ship to your guests. It will be an

invitation they never forget.

3. Create the Hogwarts Experience for your Guests

Count how many guests are attending your party and write equal numbers of each of the four

Hogwart's houses Griffindor, Ravenclaw, Slytherin and Hufflepuff on small individual pieces of

paper. Fold these papers in half and place them in a bowl.
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paper. Fold these papers in half and place them in a bowl.

Next, purchase red, yellow, green and blue fabric along with felt squares of gold, silver and black.

Cut the fabric into long strips to create Hogwarts scarves. Then cut the felt squares into thin strips

and glue the strips onto the scarves to make stripes. The designs for the scarves should follow the

Hogwarts guidelines for each house. Gryffindor house is a red scarf with gold stripes, Ravenclaw is

blue with silver stripes, Slytherin is green with silver stripes and Hufflepuff is yellow with black

stripes.

Arrange a table in the entry area of your home with a witch's hat in the center to represent the

Hogwarts Sorting Hat. Place the scarves on the side of the table and set the bowl with the paper

slips of the four houses of Hogwarts in front of the hat. As each guest enters your home, welcome

them to Hogwarts. Explain that they will be now be sorted into their house and invite them to

draw a paper from the bowl in front of the Sorting Hat. As they are "sorted" into their house by

their selection, give them the appropriate house scarf to wear for the evening.

4. Dinner at Hogwarts

A great recipe for a British dinner party Hogwarts style, is Shepherd's Pie. You can inexpensively

purchase ramekin's (small white bowls) to create individual shepherd's pies for each of your

guests. These can be prepared in advance and then placed in the oven to bake before guests arrive.

Cupcakes topped with a flavored jellybean to simulate Bertie Bott's beans provide an easy and fun

option for dessert.

For added fun, set up a Potions Table with a wide variety of cocktail mixes and liquors and invite

your guests to mix their own potions and libations.

5. Let the Games Begin

Create a "Harry Potter" trivia game for your guests to play. Before the game begins, pass the now

empty sorting bowl around the room, asking that each person place $5 into the bowl. Next,

separate the groups into Hogwarts house teams according to the scarves of the houses they wear.

Announce that the house team which wins the trivia game, wins free tickets to the "Harry Potter"

movie that night, along with snacks, all of which are paid for from the money dropped by each

person into the sorting bowl.

Once the game is over, it's time to wrap things up and head everyone off to the theater to enjoy

Part One of "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows." While sitting in the theater waiting for the

film to start, have each person write their name on their ticket stub and place the tickets into an

empty cup. Shake the cup well and ask someone to draw a ticket. The person's name drawn has

then been sorted to throw next year's Potter Party for the group before the premiere of "Harry

Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part Two." Enjoy!

Note: This was written by a Yahoo! contributor. Join the Yahoo! Contributor Network to start
publishing your own articles.
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