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General information

Country

India

1. Title of this national report

India's interim Report on implementation of Nagoya Protocol

2. Contact person

PERSON

Dr Sujata Arora
Adviser /Scientist 'G', Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,Government of India
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj New Delhi, New delhi 
110 003, India

Phone: +91 11 24695135
Email: sujata@nic.in

Institutional structures for the implementation of the Protocol

3. Has your country made the information available to the ABS Clearing-House as provided in Article 14.2?

Yes

Please provide further information

Reference  : ABSCH-CNA-IN-202013-2

4. Has your country taken legislative, administrative and policy measures on ABS?

Yes

Please provide further information

Pursuant to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), India enacted the Biological Diversity Act in 2002 and notified the Rules (Biological Diversity 
Rules) in 2004 to give effect to the provisions of the Convention including those relating to Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS). The Nagoya Protocol on 
ABS is also being implemented through the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 at the national level.  
 
The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 is implemented through a three-tier institutional mechanism: The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) at the national 
level; State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs) at the provincial (State Government) level; and the Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) to be set up by 
the elected bodies at the local level. While all the provincial Governments (29 in all) have set up SBBs, setting up of BMCs is an ongoing process. So far, 
over 62,000 BMCs have been constituted by the local bodies in 26 states. 
 
 
For the implementation of various provisions of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 several notifications have been issued so far. The Guidelines on Access 
to Biological Resources and Associated Knowledge and Benefit Sharing Regulations, 2014, (hereinafter referred to as ABS Regulations, 2014) prescribe 
the scheme of processing the applications, along with template and terms for benefit sharing.  
 
 
Reference: https://absch.cbd.int/countries/in

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-206828-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-201985-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-201978-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1

5. Has your country designated a national focal point as provided in Article 13?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

The Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) is the National Focal Point as provided in Article 13 of the Protocol. 
 
Referenece : ABSCH-NFP-IN-3544
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https://absch.cbd.int/en/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-201978/1
https://absch.cbd.int/en/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1


The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-NFP-IN-3544

6. Has your country designated one or more competent national authorities as provided in Article 13?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) has been designated as the Competent National Authority as provided in Article 13 of the Protocol.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-CNA-IN-202013-2

7. Has your country made available to the ABS Clearing-House permits or their equivalent issued at the time of access as evidence of the decision to grant prior informed consent

(PIC) and of the establishment of mutually agreed terms (MAT)?

Yes

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges encountered for making this information available

India was the first country to upload permits issued by CNA on ABS-CH, to constitute the Internationally Recognized Certificate of Compliance (IRCC). 
Since it was for the first time that IRCC was being published, some issues were faced in their publication, which were brought to the notice of and 
promptly resolved by the ABS-CH team in the Secretariat. 
 
Main difficulties and challenges encountered for generating IRCC include: 
 
• The approval given under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 is in the form of an agreement on Mutually Agreed Terms (MAT) between the user and 
the CNA. The format of the agreement is different from the IRCC format. Therefore, the information to be uploaded in the IRCC format has to be culled 
out from the agreement on MAT signed between the user and CNA. This makes it a time- consuming process.  
 
• At present, the contact details of the user/provider are required to be added on the dashboard before entering relevant inputs in the IRCC template. 
Entering the contact details of the user/provider may be provided in the IRCC template itself to avoid going to dashboard, thereby simplifying the process 
of uploading the IRCC on the ABS-CH.  
 
Reference: https://absch.cbd.int/countries/in  

8. Has your country made available to the ABS Clearing-House permits or their equivalent for the constitution of an internationally recognized certificate of compliance in accordance

with Article 17.2?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

Following the process explained in response to question 7, 75 IRCCs have been generated as on 31 October 2017.  
 
Reference:  https://absch.cbd.int/countries/in

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237807-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237806-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237805-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237804-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237803-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237802-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237801-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237800-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237799-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237798-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237797-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237796-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237795-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237735-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237734-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237733-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237732-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237731-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237730-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237729-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237728-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237727-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237726-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237725-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237724-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237723-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237722-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-237721-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207621-2
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208312-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208311-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208310-1
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https://absch.cbd.int/en/database/IRCC/ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208310/1


ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208309-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208308-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208307-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208306-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208305-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208304-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208303-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-208302-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207611-2
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207620-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207619-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207618-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207617-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207616-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207615-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207614-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207613-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-207612-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206827-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206826-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206825-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206824-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206823-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206822-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206819-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206818-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206817-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206816-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206815-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206814-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206813-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206812-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206811-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206810-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206809-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206808-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206807-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206806-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206805-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206804-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206803-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-206802-1
ABSCH-IRCC-IN-204353-1

9. Has your country designated one or more checkpoints as provided in Article 17?

No

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges encountered for designating one or more checkpoints

For designating checkpoints, India is in the process of consultation with various concerned government agencies which have functions relevant to the 
utilization of biological resources or collection of relevant information at different stages of research, development, innovation, pre-commercialization or 
commercialization.  
 
A Core Expert Group (CEG) has been constituted by the CNA to look into the matter. The CEG had a series of discussions, including inter-ministerial 
meetings, with identified agencies. Further consultations on the matter would be held for designating checkpoints as per the provisions of Article 17.

10. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

Biodiversity is a multidisciplinary subject, and involves a range of diverse stakeholders at different verticle and horizontal levels. Enhancing awareness 
among these stakeholders, as well as coordination among  different implementing agencies are continuing challenges.

Legislative, administrative or policy measures on access and benefit-sharing (ABS measures)

Access to genetic resources (Article 6)

11. Is access to genetic resources subject to PIC as provided in Article 6.1?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

Access to the biological resources in India, as provided in the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 operates on the principles of Prior Informed Consent 
(PIC). The approval of NBA, is a pre-requisite for carrying out research / commercial utilization / bio-survey and bio-utilization / obtaining Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPRs), transfer of results of research over biological resources and third party transfer of the already accessed biological resources. 
PIC is accorded with the involvement of local people and communities following a process of consultation with them through the established 
institutional mechanism of SBBs, which in turn consult the BMCs at the local (village) level. 
 
Reference: Section 3, 4, 6 & 20 r/w 41(2), 7 & 24 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002
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The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1

12. Does your country have fair and non-arbitrary rules and procedures on accessing genetic resources as provided in Article 6.3 (b)?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

The Biological Diversity Act, 2002, Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 and various notifications issued thereunder provide for fair and non-arbitrary rules 
and procedures for accessing biological resources (includes genetic resources) as provided in Article 6.3 (b).  
 
Reference: Section 3 and 7 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002; Rules 14–20 of the Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 and regulation 1, 2, 6, 8 and 11 
of the ABS Regulations, 2014.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3

13. Does your country provide information on how to apply for PIC as provided in Article 6.3(c)?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

Information on how to apply for PIC is provided in Biological Diversity Rules, 2004. Further, the ABS Regulations, 2014 provide a transparent 
procedure and information on how to apply for PIC.  NBA as the CNA has provided adequate information such as: User Guidelines, Interactive 
Videos, Online ABS application format and process, and FAQs to facilitate applying for PIC (www.nbaindia.org).

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-CNA-IN-202013-2

14. Does your country provide for a clear and transparent written decision by a competent national authority as provided in Article 6.3 (d)?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information.

The decision of the CNA to grant approval is in the form of an agreement to be signed between the CNA and the applicant (user). In situations where 
access is not allowed, the applicant is given an opportunity to present his case before a final decision is taken, which is communicated to the 
applicant with recorded reasons specified therein, in writing.  
 
Reference: https://absch.cbd.int/countries/in

15. Does your country provide for the issuance at the time of access of a permit or its equivalent as provided in Article 6.3 (e)?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

The NBA as CNA, upon approval of access, enters into an agreement with the applicant. The agreement, which is an evidence of PIC and MAT, is 
equivalent to the permit as provided in Article 6.3(e).  
 
Reference: https://absch.cbd.int/countries/in

16. Please provide the number of permits or their equivalents made available through the ABS-Clearing-House since the entry into force of the Protocol for your country.

75

Use the text entry to provide further information

As on 31 October 2017, India has made available to the ABS Clearing-House 75 permits or their equivalent issued to users for various purposes as 
provided in the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 
 
Reference: https://absch.cbd.int/countries/in

17. Does your country have rules and procedures for requiring and establishing MAT as provided in Article 6.3 (g)?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

Rule 14(5) of the Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 mandates for signing of an agreement between the applicant (user) and the NBA as evidence of 
PIC and MAT. Moreover, Rule 14 (6) details with the minimum conditions to be included in such agreements.  
 
Reference: Section 21 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Rule 14(5) and 14(6) of the Biological Diversity Rules, 2004.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1

18. Benefits received since entry into force of the Protocol for your country from the utilization of:
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Genetic resources

Yes

Monetary benefits

Yes

The ABS Regulations, 2014 provide an indicative list of monetary and non-monetary benefits.  
 
 
Reference: Annexure - 1 of the ABS Regulations,  2014

Use the text entry to provide further information

The benefit components realised so far are from biological resources.

19. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

Facilitating access to genetic resources requires capacity building and co-ordination among multiple implementing agencies. Raising of awareness 
among the public at large is also a challenge. 
 
MoEFCC, NBA and SBBs are continually engaging with research institutions, academia, training institutes, industries, civil society organizations and 
others for addressing these challenges.

Fair and equitable benefit-sharing (Article 5)

20. Has your country taken legislative, administrative or policy measures to implement Article 5.1 that provides that benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources as well

as subsequent applications and commercialization are shared with the Party providing such resources that is the country of origin of such resources or a Party that has acquired

the genetic resources in accordance with the Convention as provided in Article 5.3?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

As per the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, the benefits arising from the utilization of biological resources for certain activities are to be shared with the 
identified benefit claimers in a fair and equitable manner. In case the benefit claimers are not identifiable, the benefits accrued are to be used for 
conservation of biological resources, and development, including socio-economic development, of the area from where such resources are 
accessed. 
 
The ABS Regulations, 2014 prescribe the scheme of processing applications along with the template and terms of benefit sharing to be followed by 
NBA/SBBs for access to biological resources and/or associated traditional knowledge. 
 
Reference: Section 21 and 27(2) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, Rule 20 of Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 and ABS Regulations, 2014

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1

21. Has your country taken legislative, administrative or policy measures with the aim of ensuring that the benefits from the utilization of genetic resources held by indigenous and

local communities, in accordance with domestic legislation regarding the established rights of these indigenous and local communities over these genetic resources, are shared

with the indigenous and local communities concerned as provided in Article 5.2?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

As per the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, the benefits arising from the utilization of biological resources for certain activities are to be shared with the 
identified benefit claimers in a fair and equitable manner. In case the benefit claimers are not identifiable, the benefits accrued are to be used for 
conservation of biological resources and development, including socio-economic development, of the area from where such resources are accessed. 
 
The ABS Regulations, 2014 prescribe the scheme of processing applications along with the template and terms of benefit sharing to be followed by 
NBA/SBBs for access to biological resources and/or associated traditional knowledge. 
 
Reference: Section 21 and 27(2) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, Rule 20 of Biodiversity Rules, 2004  and the ABS Regulations, 2014

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1

22. Has your country taken legislative, administrative or policy measures in order that benefits arising from the utilization of traditional knowledge associated with genetic

resources are shared with indigenous and local communities holding such knowledge as provided in Article 5.5?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

As per the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, the benefits arising from the utilization of traditional knowledge associated with biological resources for 
certain activities are to be shared with the identified benefit claimers in a fair and equitable manner. In case the benefit claimers are not identifiable, 
the benefits accrued are to be used for conservation of biological resources, and development, including socio-economic development, of the area 
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from where such resources are accessed. 
 
The Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 provide for procedure for access to biological resources and associated traditional knowledge. 
The ABS Regulations, 2014 prescribe the scheme of processing applications along with the template and terms of benefit sharing to be followed by 
NBA/SBBs for access to biological resources and/or associated traditional knowledge. 
 
Reference: Section 21 and 27(2) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, Rule 20 of Biological Diversity Rules, 2004,  and ABS Regulations, 2014

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1

23. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges for putting measures in place

Biodiversity  related issues are being dealt with by various Ministries/Departments at the Union (Federal)/ Provincial (State) levels. Co-ordination 
among different agencies can be a challenge. 
 
Towards this end, national and regional level consultations are being organised among various stakeholders including local bodies.

Compliance with domestic legislation or regulatory requirements on ABS (Article 15 and Article 16) and monitoring the utilization of genetic resources (Article 17)

24. Has your country taken appropriate, effective and proportionate legislative, administrative or policy measures to provide that genetic resources utilized within your jurisdiction

have been accessed in accordance with PIC and that MAT have been established as required by the domestic ABS legislation or regulatory requirements of the other Party as

provided in Article 15.1?

No

Use the text entry to provide further information

Steps are being taken to develop appropriate user country measures as required under Article 15. Inter-ministerial discussions on the same are in 
progress.

25. Has your country taken appropriate, effective and proportionate legislative, administrative or policy measures to provide that traditional knowledge associated with genetic

resources utilized within your jurisdiction has been accessed in accordance with PIC or approval and involvement of indigenous and local communities and that MAT have been

established as required by the domestic ABS legislation or regulatory requirements of the other Party where such indigenous and local communities are located as provided in

Article 16.1?

No

Use the text entry to provide further information

Steps are being taken to develop appropriate user country measures as required under Article 15. Inter-ministerial discussions on the same are 
underway.

26. Does your country require users of genetic resources to provide information related to PIC, to the source of the genetic resource, to the establishment of MAT and/or utilization

of genetic resources at a designated checkpoint, as appropriate, as provided in Article 17.1 (a)(i) and (ii))?

No

Use the text entry to provide further information

Steps are being taken to develop appropriate user country measures as required under Article 15. Inter-ministerial discussions on the same are 
underway. Para here Though check points are yet to be designated, the Indian Patent Office (http://www.ipindia.nic.in/index.htm) is performing a 
similar function, as provided for in the Patent Office Manual and Guidelines. Patents for inventions based on biological resources and associated 
traditional knowledge obtained from India can be granted only on submission of necessary approvals under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 
 
Reference : 
1. Manual of Patent Office: Practice and Procedures, 2011  
http://ipindia.gov.in/writereaddata/Portal/IPOGuidelinesManuals/1_28_1_manual-of-patent-office-practice_and-procedure.pdf  
2. Guidelines for processing of patent application relating to TK and Biological Material   
http://www.ipindia.nic.in/writereaddata/Portal/IPOGuidelinesManuals/1_39_1_5-tk-guidelines.pdf  
3. Guidelines for examination of Biotechnology application for patent 
http://www.ipindia.nic.in/writereaddata/Portal/IPOGuidelinesManuals/1_38_1_4-biotech-guidelines.pdf

27. Has your country provided the information referred to in Article 17.1 (a)(i) to relevant national authorities, to the Party providing PIC and to the ABS Clearing-House as provided

in Article 17.1 (a)(iii)?

No

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

India is yet to designate check points under Article 17.1(a) (i).  Hence, response to the question related to Article 17.1 (a) (iii) may be treated as nil.

28. Has your country taken measures to encourage users and providers to include provisions in MAT to share information on the implementation of such terms as provided in

Article 17.1(b)?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

The approval granted under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 is in the form of an agreement, which is executed between the user and the CNA on 
MAT. The agreement inter alia contains provision for periodical reporting on the use of biological resources and/or associated knowledge accessed.

https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984/3
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214/1


The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1

29. Is your country encouraging the use of cost-effective communication tools and systems as provided in Article 17.1 (c)?

Yes

Please provide further information on how your country is encouraging the use of cost-effective communication tools and systems

India has recently launched an online ABS application filing system “ABS E-filing”, and the use of this tool is being encouraged. Further, India is also 
encouraging correspondence with the applicants and others through cost-effective communication tools, such as email and fax. 
 
 
Reference  : (http://absefiling.nic.in/NBA/login/auth)

30. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges for putting measures in place

India has taken measures for compliance with domestic legislation on ABS and monitoring the utilization of biological resources, as explained above. 
Coordination among different relevant agencies remains a challenge.

Compliance with mutually agreed terms (MAT) (Article 18)

31. Is your country encouraging the inclusion of provisions in MAT to cover dispute resolution as provided in Article 18.1 (a) (b) and (c)?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

The ABS agreement signed between NBA/SBB and the intended user (applicant) on MAT, contains clauses on the governing law, jurisdiction and 
arbitration.

32. Does your country ensure that opportunity to seek recourse is available under your legal systems in cases of disputes arising from MAT as provided in Article 18.2?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

In cases of disputes arising from MAT, recourse is available under the Indian law enabling the applicant to initiate civil litigation. As per Section 52A of 
the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, any person aggrieved with the determination of benefit sharing by the NBA or SBB, can file an appeal to the 
National Green Tribunal (NGT).   
 
Reference: Section 52 A of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1

33. Has your country taken measures regarding the following points as provided in Article 18.3?

Access to justice?

Yes

Please provide further information

The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (under Section 52 A) includes measure for ensuring access to justice. As per Section 52 A, any person aggrieved 
with the determination of benefit sharing by the NBA or SBB, can file an appeal to the NGT. 
 
 
Reference: Section 52 A of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002

Utilization of mechanisms regarding mutual recognition and enforcement of foreign judgements and arbitral awards?

Yes

Please provide further information

The Civil Procedure Code, 1908 enables the enforcement of foreign judgements and arbitral awards in India. Further, the Foreign Award 
(Recognition and Enforcement) Act, 1961 gives effect to the New York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards, 
1958, to which India is a Party.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1

34. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

We have not yet faced a situation where mechanisms regarding mutual recognition and enforcement of foreign judgements and arbitral awards are 
required to be utilised.

Special considerations (Article 8)

https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214/1
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984/3
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1


35. In the development and implementation of ABS legislation or regulatory requirements has your country:

Created conditions to promote and encourage research which contributes to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity including through simplified measures on access for

non-commercial research purposes, taking into account the need to address a change of intent for such research as provided in Article 8(a)?

Yes

Please provide further information

The ABS Regulations, 2014 provide a separate provision (Form B application), which can be used by Indian researchers / Government Institutions, who 
intend to carry or send biological resources outside India for basic non-commercial research. The declaration to be signed by the user and the recipient 
(non-Indian) has to be submitted to the NBA. The applications filed under this provision are considered and disposed off expeditiously within a specified 
timeframe through simplified measures. Further, no fee is charged for such applications.  
 
Reference: Regulation 13 of the ABS Regulations, 2014.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1

Paid due regard to cases of present or imminent emergencies that threaten or damage human, animal or plant health as provided in Article 8(b)?

Yes

Please provide further information

Regulation 13 of the ABS Regulations, 2014 through Form B also facilitates transfer of biological resources by governmental institutions in India to carry 
out urgent studies to avert   emergencies like epidemics etc. , through an expeditious and simplified process. 
 
Reference: Regulation 13 of the ABS Regulations, 2014

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214-1

Taken into consideration the need for expeditious access to genetic resources and expeditious fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of such genetic resources,

including access to affordable treatments by those in need, especially, in developing countries as provided in Article 8(b)?

Yes

Considered the importance of genetic resources for food and agriculture and their special role for food security as provided in Article 8 (c)?

Yes

Please provide further information

Considering the importance of genetic resources for food and agriculture and their special role in food security, the Government of India has issued a 
notification under Section 40 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 for exempting crops listed in Annex - 1 of the ITPGRFA from the provisions of the 
Biological Diversity Act, if they are utilized for the purpose of breeding, research and training. 
 
Reference: 1. Section 40 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, and  
                  2. MoEFCC Notification dated 17 December 2014 under Section 40 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1
ABSCH-MSR-IN-206828-1

36. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges for putting measures in place

The process of granting special considerations as provided in Article 8 was a challenge, which has been addressed through Form B application in ABS 
Regulations, 2014.

Provisions related to indigenous and local communities (Articles 6, 7 and 12)

37. Does your country have indigenous and local communities?

No

Use the text entry to provide further information

India has local communities, who have customary usufructuary rights and entitlements. These communities do not have any separate set of rules and 
regulations governing them. With regard to the right to grant access, the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 provides for mandatory consultation with the 
concerned BMCs by NBA and SBBs before granting access to bio-resources. Hence, the decisions at the national and sub-national levels relating to 
access and utilization of biological resources are taken with the involvement of the local people/communities through consultations. Further, the 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002 also provides the power to BMCs to levy a fee from the users who collect biological resources from their jurisdiction, thus 
further empowering the communities (Reference: Section 41(2) and 41(3) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002).  
 
India has put in place measures with the aim of ensuring that the prior informed consent or approval and involvement of local communities as provided 
in Article 6.2. India has also set out criteria and/or process for obtaining prior informed consent or approval and involvement of local communities for 
access to genetic resources. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 provides for the involvement of local communities through BMCs in the decision making 
process relating to access to biological resources and associated traditional knowledge through consultation by the NBA (Reference: Section 19 and 
41(1, 2, 3) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002; ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1). 
 
India has taken adequate measures with the aim of ensuring that traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources that is held by local 
communities within the country is accessed with the PIC or approval and involvement of these local communities, and that MAT have been established 

https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214/1
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208214/1
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-206828/1


as provided in Article 7. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 provides for mandatory consultation with the BMCs by NBA and SBBs before granting access 
to biological resources. Hence, the decisions taken at the national and provincial levels relating to access and utilization of biological resources are taken 
with the involvement of the local people/communities through consultations. As per the Section 41(1) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, one of the 
responsibilities of BMCs is chronicling of knowledge relating to biological diversity. Rule 22(6) of the Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 states that 
preparation of People's Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) in consultation with local people is the main function of the BMC. The Registers contain 
comprehensive information on availability and knowledge of local biological resources, their medicinal or any other use or any other traditional 
knowledge associated with them. Further, Section 36(5) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 provides for respecting and protecting the knowledge of the 
local people relating to biological diversity, through measures, such as registration of such knowledge at the local, state or national levels, and other 
measures for protection, including sui generis system (Reference: Section 19, 36(5) & 41 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Rule 22(6) of the 
Biological Diversity Rules, 2004; ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1). 
 
In implementing the Protocol, and in accordance with India’s domestic law, India takes into consideration local communities’ customary laws, community 
protocols and procedures with respect to traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources as provided in Article 12.1. The Biological Diversity Act, 
2002 takes into consideration customary practices and procedures with respect to associated traditional knowledge (Reference: Section 7 of the 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002; ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1). 
 
India has established mechanisms to inform potential users of traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources about their obligations as 
provided in Article 12.2. The obligations upon the potential users of biological resources and knowledge associated therewith are contained in the 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002, Biological Diversity Rules, 2004, ABS Regulations, 2014 and various state level Biological Diversity Rules.  These are 
made available on the ABS-CHM.  Besides, the NBA has been engaging with various stakeholders for enhancing awareness, including through 
knowledge products, website, workshops and other awareness programmes.     
 
India is supporting the development by local communities of the following tools as provided in Article 12.3.  
 
Community protocols: The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 mandates the preparation of PBRs by BMCs through chronicling of knowledge related to local 
biodiversity. The PBR contains comprehensive information on available knowledge of local biological resources, their medicinal or any other use or any 
other traditional knowledge associated with them. 
 
Minimum requirements for mutually agreed terms: Minimum requirements for MAT are provided in the agreements signed by the NBA with the applicant 
for access to bio-resources / traditional knowledge as provided in Rule 14(6) of the Biological Diversity Rules, 2004. (Reference: Rules 14(6) of the 
Biological Diversity Rules, 2004; ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1).  
 
Model contractual clauses: NBA in consultation with stakeholders has formulated model contractual clauses incorporating minimum requirements of MAT 
in the agreement which is entered into with the users (Reference: ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1). 
 
India endeavours to not to restrict the customary use and exchange of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge within and among local 
communities as provided on Article 12.4). The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 provides for certain objective exemptions so as not to restrict the customary 
use and exchange of biological resources and associated traditional knowledge within and among local people and communities, For example, the 
definition of ‘commercial utilisation’ in Section 2(f) does not include conventional breeding or traditional practices in use in any agriculture, horticulture, 
poultry, dairy farming, animal husbandry or bee keeping. Further, Section 7 of the Biological Diversity Act 2002, which requires prior intimation to be 
given to the SBB for obtaining biological resources, excludes local people and communities of the area, including growers and cultivators of biodiversity, 
and vaids and hakims, who have been practicing indigenous medicine (Reference: ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1).  
 
Enhancing awareness among the users and strengthening the capacity of the implementing agencies is quite challenging. Efforts are ongoing to address 
this through national, regional and local level consultations and awareness workshops.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984-3
ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1

38. Do indigenous and local communities have the established right to grant access to genetic resources according to your domestic law? (Article 6.2)

Not applicable

39. In accordance with domestic law has your country taken measures with the aim of ensuring that traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources that is held by indigenous

and local communities within your country is accessed with the PIC or approval and involvement of these indigenous and local communities and that MAT have been established as

provided in Article 7?

Not applicable

40. In implementing the Protocol and in accordance with your domestic law, is your country taking into consideration indigenous and local communities’ customary laws, community

protocols and procedures with respect to traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources as provided in Article 12.1?

Not applicable

41. Has your country established mechanisms to inform potential users of traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources about their obligations as provided in Article 12.2?

Not applicable

42. Is your country supporting the development by indigenous and local communities of the following tools as provided in Article 12.3?

Not applicable

43. Has your country endeavoured not to restrict the customary use and exchange of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge within and among indigenous and local

communities as provided in Article 12.4?

Not applicable

44. Additional information:

Not applicable

https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-201984/3
https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1


Contribution to conservation and sustainable use (Article 9)

45. Is your country encouraging users and providers to direct benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources towards the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable

use of its components as provided in Article 9?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

Section 27(2) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 governs the utilization of the accrued benefits with the benefit claimers for the purposes of 
conservation of biodiversity. This includes conservation and promotion of biological resources of the areas from where resources are accessed and also 
for socio-economic development of those areas. 
 
Some examples on implementation of this provisions are given below. 
 
1. Out of the benefit sharing amount obtained from the red sanders (Pterocarpus santalinus) access, NBA has distributed a portion of the amount 
(through Andhra Pradesh Biodiversity Board) to the Andhra Pradesh Forest Department. The Forest Department is using the amount for conservation 
and sustainable use of red sanders, an endemic species in India, in the pockets where it exists.  
 
2. ABS amount accrued at the state level has been distributed to the BMCs for biodiversity conservation in many instances. The biological resources 
conserved include: bamboo, broomgrass, cotton, wild cardamom, and many other commercially significant crops.

The ABS Clearing-House unique ID containing relevant information

ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216-1

46. Please indicate how the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol has contributed to conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in your country:

The implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in the country has improved the knowledge and understanding of ABS mechanism among stakeholders. This 
has further strengthened India’s ongoing efforts for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

47. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

Co-ordination and consultation with diverse stakeholders is quite time consuming.

Transboundary cooperation (Article 11)

48. Is your country endeavouring to cooperate, with the involvement of indigenous and local communities concerned, with a view to implementing the Protocol in instances where the

same genetic resources are found in situ within the territory of more than one Party as provided in Article 11.1?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

India is cooperating with the countries of the region in this regard, through various projects such as the Kailash Landscape Project, Bay of Bengal Large 
Marine Ecosystem Project, etc. 
 
The Kailash Sacred Landscape Conservation and Development Initiative (KSLCDI): The Kailash landscape is a transboundary high mountain region in 
the Himalayas between India, China, and Nepal. Its centre is Mount Kailash (6,638 metres), which is revered as a holy place by Buddhists and Hindus 
and attracts large numbers of pilgrims and tourists. KSLCDI is a collaborative programme being implemented across the borders of India, China, and 
Nepal. As such, KSLCDI transcends geographical boundaries, and has evolved through a participatory and iterative process into a transboundary 
initiative. It involves various local and national research and development institutions working in different capacities in various regions of the three 
countries. The programme aims to achieve long-term conservation of ecosystems, habitats and biodiversity, while encouraging sustainable 
development, enhancing the resilience of communities in the landscape, and safeguarding cultural linkages among local populations 
(http://www.icimod.org/?q=9456). 
 
Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) Project: Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) project is a coordinated programme of 
action designed to improve the lives of the coastal populations through improved regional management of the BoB environment and its fisheries. The 
member countries include Maldives, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia with FAO as implementing agency. The 
project builds up on local initiatives supported by the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UNDP, NGOs, and bilateral donors in integrated coastal 
resources management, biodiversity conservation, environmental capacity-building and sustainable fisheries management program, stock assessments, 
etc. BOBLME aims at building a strategic action plan for sustainable use of the marine resources of the BoB by the member countries on the basis of a 
sound understanding of the ecosystem as well as the socio-economic environment. (http://www.boblme.org)

49. Is your country endeavouring to cooperate with a view to implementing the Protocol in instances where the same traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources is

shared by one or more indigenous and local communities in several Parties as provided in Article 11.2?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

India is cooperating with the countries in the region in this regard through various projects like Kailash Landscape Project, Bay of Bengal Large Marine 
Ecosystem project, etc. 
 
The Kailash Sacred Landscape Conservation and Development Initiative (KSLCDI): The Kailash landscape is a transboundary high mountain region in 
the Himalayas between India, China, and Nepal. Its centre is Mount Kailash (6,638 metres), which is revered as a holy place by Buddhists and Hindus 
and attracts large numbers of pilgrims and tourists. KSLCDI is a collaborative programme being implemented across the borders of India, China, and 
Nepal. As such, KSLCDI transcends geographical boundaries, and has evolved through a participatory and iterative process into a transboundary 
initiative. It involves various local and national research and development institutions working in different capacities in various regions of the three 
countries. The programme aims to achieve long-term conservation of ecosystems, habitats and biodiversity, while encouraging sustainable 
development, enhancing the resilience of communities in the landscape, and safeguarding cultural linkages among local populations 
(http://www.icimod.org/?q=9456). 

https://absch.cbd.int/database/MSR/ABSCH-MSR-IN-208216/1


 
Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) project: Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) project is a coordinated programme of 
action designed to improve the lives of the coastal populations through improved regional management of the BoB environment and its fisheries. The 
member countries include Maldives, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia with FAO as implementing agency. The 
project builds up on local initiatives supported by the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UNDP, NGOs, and bilateral donors in integrated coastal 
resources management, biodiversity conservation, environmental capacity-building and sustainable fisheries management program, stock assessments, 
etc. BOBLME aims at building a strategic action plan for sustainable use of the marine resources of the BoB by the member countries on the basis of a 
sound understanding of the ecosystem as well as the socio-economic environment. (http://www.boblme.org)

50. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

So far, no major disagreements or difficulties on transboundary cooperation have not been encountered.

Model contractual clauses, codes of conduct, guidelines and best practices and/or standards (Article 19 and 20)

51. Is your country encouraging the development, update and use of model contractual clauses for MAT as provided in Article 19?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

Four different types of model contractual agreements have been developed in consultation with the concerned stakeholders to cater to the requirements 
of different activities covered  under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.   These relate to: 
 
a) Research or commercial utilisation or bio-survey and bio-utilisation 
b) Transfer the results of research  
c) Seeking intellectual property right 
d) Third party transfer 
 
Although the model contractual clauses in these agreements are not sector specific, there are common terms and conditions that exist in these four 
agreements, which are simple and easy to understand. Some of them are: 
 
1. Written notice in case of non-compliance 
2. Administrative sanctions in case of breach of contractual clauses 
3. Termination and revocation 
4. Liabilities of the user   
5. Confidentiality 
6. Scope for making amendment 
 
There are other clauses which are case specific and depends on the purpose for which access is sought for. These include: 
1. Period of collection 
2. Obligations of the applicant during the existence of the agreement 
3. Annual status reports 
4. Benefit sharing component 
5. Details of biological resources  
 
These clauses enable the applicant to understand the roles and responsibilities that arise out of accessing the biological resources and/or associated 
traditional knowledge for various purposes as well as the rights and duties of  the competent authority  responsible for providing access.

52. Is your country encouraging the development, update and use of codes of conduct, guidelines and best practices or standards as provided in Article 20?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

There are many experiences/best practices across the country on codes of conduct and guidelines on ABS. A few of these are briefly described below. 
 
Kovel Foundation, an NGO in Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh works with 253 Gum picker Associations for conservation of Gum Karaya plants and 
non-timber forest products (NTFP), including wild honey, amla (Phyllanthus emblica), and kalmegh (Adrographis paniculate) etc. Activities include 
creation of awareness on conservation issues, imparting technical knowledge to primary collectors on sustainable harvesting, post-harvesting value 
addition and marketing of medicinal plants and other NTFP. Resource mapping and inventory preparation is carried out. The Gum Karaya harvested 
through sustainable methods fetches good price in the market due to brand image of the Foundation. The NGO also promotes sustainable agriculture 
through organic farming in 15 tribal districts of AP.  
 
BMC of the village Piprai Morena in Madhya Pradesh is located in Chambal ravines which is dreaded dacoit territory with degraded ecosystem and 
thorny shrub and grasses. Water is scarce and vegetation is sparse. Wildlife hunting, prohibited trade and illegal activities are common. Guggal, a 
critically endangered plant species grows in the area. Over exploitation of the species for its gum is common through destructive extraction methods like 
debarking and branch cutting. Even young trees are not spared. This poses a risk to its sustainability and future availability of the resource. Satavar 
(Asparagus racemosus) and Gokhuru (Tribulus terrestris) are other important medicinal plants which are harvested destructively. The BMC and the 
Sujagriti Samaj Sansthan, an NGO, have together taken up projects for reclamation of ravine areas and in situ conservation of local biological resources 
This includes preparation of PBR, conservation of existing plants of Guggal (10,000) and plantation work of 10,000 Guggal plant in ravinous area. 
Training for improved techniques for safe harvesting of gum has also been provided to the community and the produce is sold to Dabur.  For water 
conservation three thousand metres of bandh (Dorbandi) has been constructed. 
 
Gram Mooligai Company Ltd. is a collective community enterprise for medicinal plants collection and trade and works in drought affected areas around 
Madurai in Tamil Nadu. Several common medicinal plants grow in the fallow farm lands and waste lands which are collected by landless women and sold 
in the market. However, earlier reckless harvesting was done from common property resources leading to further degradation of habitat and reduction in 
availability. The company took up training of women for sustainable harvesting and has initiated kitchen garden program. A nursery of 10,000 saplings of 
important medicinal plants of the area has been set up to provide saplings to the kitchen gardens and schools. Two threatened taxa i.e. Gudmar 
(Gymnema sylvestre) and guggal (Commiphora wightii) have been replanted and protected. The work has now been extended to states like 



Maharashtra (Vidarbha area), Madhya Pradesh (Chambal), Odisha (Balangir) and Chhattisgarh. Sustainable harvesting of about 20 medicinal plants in 
the area has led to an annual income growth of 10%. 
 
India Business & Biodiversity Initiative (IBBI) was launched in 2014 at the invitation of the MOEFCC, and is hosted by the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) with support of German Development Cooperation through GIZ, with a view to sensitise, guide and mentor business organisations in India 
on conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity related to their operations across their value chain. As a business-led initiative, IBBI serves as a 
national platform of business and its stakeholders for dialogue to promote sharing and learning, ultimately leading to mainstreaming sustainable 
management of biological diversity into business. Documenting and sharing of local and global best practices in biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable use is one of the missions of IBBI. Innovative case studies on biodiversity and business have also been bought out by IBBI.   
 
Biodiversity Awards: A joint initiative of the MOEFCC, NBA and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the India Biodiversity Awards 
recognize the contribution of a range of stakeholders towards conservation of biodiversity. The aim is to incentivize effective implementation of the 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002, which ensures conservation, sustainable use of biodiversity and access and benefit sharing arising from the use of 
biological resources. 
Around 400 good practices on biodiversity conservation, sustainable use, biodiversity governance and access and benefit sharing have been gathered 
through three successful rounds of the India Biodiversity Awards in 2012, 2014 and 2016. Call for India Biodiversity Awards 2018 was launched on 22 
May 2017.

53. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

Identification of best practices and their validation in an expeditious manner is challenging and time-consuming because of the vastness of the country.

Awareness-raising and capacity (Article 21 and 22)

54. Has your country taken measures to raise awareness of the importance of genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources and related access and

benefit-sharing issues as provided in Article 21?

Yes

Has your country taken measures to implement the awareness-raising strategy for the Nagoya Protocol on ABS?

Yes

Please provide a summary of the measures taken

India has taken several measures to raise awareness of the importance of genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic 
resources and related access and benefit-sharing issues through different agencies. These awareness generation programmes such as seminars, 
trainings,  programmes, workshops etc. are organised for various stakeholders such as government officials, scientists and researchers, 
industries, media, local communities etc.

55. Has your country taken measures to build and develop capacity and strengthening of human resources and institutional capacities to effectively implement the Protocol as

provided in Article 22?

Yes

Has your country taken measures to implement the strategic framework for capacity-building and development to support effective implementation of the Nagoya Protocol on

ABS?

Yes

Please provide a summary of the measures taken

Biological Diversity Act, 2002 provides for a three tier institutional structure consisting of NBA, SBBs and BMCs for effectively implementing the Act. 
Various programmes for enhancing capacities and strengthening of human resources are undertaken for NBA, SBBs and BMCs.

56. Has your country received external support for building and developing capacity for the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

External support has been received for building and developing capacity for implementation of the Nagoya Protocol, from agencies such as UNDP, GEF, 
GIZ, and the Norwegian Government. Following are some of the projects related to Nagoya Protocol / ABS: 
 
• UNDP project on “Strengthening the Institutional Structure to Implement the Biological Diversity Act” (2009-2013). 
 
• UNEP-GEF project on “Strengthening the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act and Rules with focus on its Access and Benefit Sharing 
Provisions” (2011 - 2017). 
 
• Government of India and Norwegian Government technical cooperation project on “Centre for Biodiversity Policy and Law (CEBPOL)” deals with 
emerging and current biodiversity governance and policy related issues. ABS is one of the thematic areas in this programme                              (2014 - 
2018). 
 
•  GIZ supported ABS Partnership project aims at strengthening the capacity of NBA, SBBs, and BMCs as well the as commercial and research user 
groups for effective implementation of ABS mechanism under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (2016 - 2020). 
 
• UNDP-GEF ABS Capacity building Project on “Strengthening the Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol” through awareness generation for 
research organizations who use the genetic resources (2017 - 2019).

57. Has your country provided external support for building and developing capacity for the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol?

Yes



Use the text entry to provide further information

Under the ASEAN India Green Fund, Government of India is collaborating with ASEAN Secretariat for capacity building among ASEAN countries for ABS 
and traditional knowledge associated with bio-resources. The initiative is being jointly implemented by the NBA and ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity, 
Philippines.  
 
Some other initiatives taken by India in this direction are listed below. 
• Meeting on ‘National Legislation on Biodiversity for Government Officials of SAARC Member States’ organised by the MoEFCC and NBA at 
Mahabalipuram (29–31 August, 2012), wherein issues relating to ABS, traditional knowledge, indigenous and local communities were discussed. 
•  Capacity Building Workshop on ‘Access and Benefit Sharing and Traditional Knowledge’, organized by MoEFCC and NBA for ASEAN countries at 
New Delhi (04-05 September, 2012).  
• Capacity Building Workshop for African Region on ‘Nagoya Protocol Access and Benefit Sharing and Traditional Knowledge and Nagoya- Kuala 
Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress’ organized by MoEFCC and NBA in Bengaluru (11-13 February, 2013). 
• ABS Dialogue on Key Challenges and Practical Way forward for Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol on ABS organised by MoEFCC and NBA 
with support from GIZ in Goa on 4-6 August 2014, wherein representatives from 17 countries and Secretariat of the CBD participated. 
• A field visit and workshop on “Community-to-Community Exchange and Capacity Development Workshop for Traditional Knowledge Holders” was 
jointly organized by United Nations University-Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS), Trans-Disciplinary University (TDU), UNDP, 
Equator Initiative, The ABS Capacity Development Initiative and others from 28 September to 04 October 2015 at Bengaluru. Around 60 traditional 
knowledge holders and community representatives from India, Africa and Central Asia participated in the programme. During the event, the delegates 
also visited NBA. A declaration was adopted wherein African participants expressed their commitment: to promote awareness of the Nagoya Protocol in 
their communities; encourage their respective countries to include customary rights in legislative measures; and to encourage the documentation of TK 
at the local and national level.

58. Additional information:

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges

India is a large country with huge and heterogeneous population. People in India follow different cultures and speak different languages. Hence, 
translating Nagoya Protocol and ABS related documents in regional languages is not so easy. Further, communicating the significance of biodiversity and 
ABS issues to its large and diverse population is also a challenge.

Technology transfer, collaboration and cooperation (Article 23)

59. Is your country collaborating and cooperating in technical and scientific research and development programmes as a means to achieve the objective of the Protocol as provided in

Article 23?

Yes

Use the text entry to provide further information

India is collaborating and cooperating in technical and scientific research and development programmes as a means to achieve the objective of the 
Protocol. Some of such programmes are briefly described below. 
 
Centre for Biodiversity Policy and Law (CEBPOL): Government of India in collaboration with the Norwegian Government has established (CEBPOL), 
which is housed in NBA, Chennai. The objective is to develop professional expertise on biodiversity policies and laws, and enhance capacity. This Centre 
focuses on biodiversity policies and laws related issues including ABS, that cater to the needs of national and international rule-making and subsequent 
implementation on issues of biodiversity. 
 
Nature Index: Nature Index initiative under CEBPOL is a collaborative technical and scientific research programme between The Norwegian Institute for 
Nature Research (NINA) and NBA.  Currently, the study is progressing in two identified sites, the Greater Himalayan National Park in Himachal Pradesh, 
and the Chilka Lake in Odisha. 
 
 Indo-German Biodiversity Working Group has been established in 2017 under the Indo-German Environment Forum. The objectives include: to facilitate 
policy based exchange and collaboration on biodiversity between India and Germany; and strengthen information, experience sharing and cooperation 
on implementing CBD and its protocols.

Optional additional information

60. Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges encountered for becoming a Party to the Nagoya Protocol.

Nil

61. Has your country established a mechanism for budgetary allocations of funds for the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol?

Yes

Please provide further information

NBA which is the CNA is fully funded by the Government of India. Similarly, the SBBs and BMCs are supported by the respective State Governments and 
NBA.

62. a) Has your country made financial resources available to other Parties or received financial resources from other Parties or financial institutions for the purposes of

implementation of the Protocol as provided in Article 25?

Financial resources have been received

Yes

From other Parties

Yes

Please provide further information

Norway



From financial institutions

Yes

From the Global Environmental Facility

Yes

From other sources

Yes

Please provide further information

UNDP, GIZ

62. b) Please provide information on experiences related to the mobilization of resources in support of the implementation of the Protocol.

No information provided

62. c) Please provide information on the status of funds mobilized in support of the implementation of the Protocol.

No information provided

63. Does your country have specific staff to administer functions directly related to the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol?

Yes

Please indicate how many 

10 or more

Please provide a summary of the main difficulties and challenges encountered

• As the National Focal Point for implementing the Nagoya Protocol, MoEFCC has a dedicated division for dealing with issues related to the CBD, 
Nagoya Protocol and for supervising the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.  Apart from the National Focal Point to the CBD, six 
scientists/ technical staff/ personnel are working in this division in the MoEFCC. 
 
• For the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, Government of India has established the NBA at the national level. The Authority is 
having 16 full-time staff, which includes the Chairperson and Secretary, along with about 60 contractual staff having technical and scientific knowledge 
on biodiversity issues. 
 
• SBBs set up in the 29 States (provinces) are also having full time and contractual staff fully involved in ABS and biodiversity issues.

64. Any other relevant information:

No information provided

Comments in the reporting format

66. Please provide any comment that you may have regarding the format of this report:

The format is too elaborate. Identifying  challenges is not easy.The difficulties and challenges need not to be asked section-wise.

Further Information

 ABSCH-NR-IN-238716-2

Questions about the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing or the operation of the Access and Benefit-sharing
Clearing-House may be directed to the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
413 rue Saint-Jacques, suite 800 
Montreal, Québec, H2Y 1N9 
Canada 
Fax: +1 514 288-6588 
Email: secretariat@cbd.int

https://absch.cbd.int/en/database/NR/ABSCH-NR-IN-238716

