
 
 

FELLOWSHIP AVAILABLE – ONLINE DISPUTE RESOLUTION FOR PARENTS IN CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION SYSTEMS INSTITUTE 

 

 
Mediation    Technology    Access to Justice    Family Law 

Can you envision how these seemingly diverse threads can be woven together to help meet families’ pressing 
legal needs? If so, and if you are a recent or upcoming law school graduate, you may be the right Fellow to 
help RSI design a first-of-its-kind online dispute resolution (ODR) pilot project in Illinois. 
 
THE RSI MISSION  
The mission of RSI is to strengthen access to justice by enhancing court alternative dispute resolution (ADR) 
systems through expertise in dispute system design, program administration, monitoring and evaluation, 
collection and dissemination of resources, and mediator training. RSI is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization 
based in Chicago. 
 
THE PROJECT 
For over 20 years, RSI has been helping courts design, implement, monitor and improve ADR programs. As 
the sophistication of ODR has grown, courts across the country and the globe are beginning to adopt this 
broad set of tools to assist parties in resolving their disputes. We are now seeking to leverage our experience in 
developing quality court ADR programs to explore, research and create a blueprint to implement an ODR 
system for families in Illinois’ courts. 
 
WHY FAMILY? 
Among underserved populations, family law issues present the highest need for legal services. When not 
addressed, child-related conflicts between divorced and separating parents can have long-term negative effects 
on children. Yet, access to mediators who can help is woefully inaccessible, particularly in more rural 
jurisdictions. ODR shows real promise to help parents resolve their conflicts. 
 
WHAT WE SEEK 
RSI is seeking a Fellow to assist us in developing the plan. This position is currently unfunded, but we 
would work closely with the right candidate to support their application for an American Bar 
Association Center for Innovation NextGen Fellowship. The Fellow would work closely with the RSI 
Executive Director and Associate Director in executing this project. The ideal candidate will have an interest 
and some background in ADR and family law, and is fluent in technology, self-motivated, collaborative, adept 
at networking and an excellent writer. Note: applications to the ABA are due by January 28. 
 
WHAT WE OFFER 
RSI is a unique organization that enjoys a strong reputation among the judiciary, court administrators and the 
ADR field in and outside of Illinois. As a Fellow, you would have the opportunity to substantially broaden 
your network while learning a tremendous amount about ADR, ODR and how courts really work. At the 
completion of the project, you will have created a product that will not only offer tremendous value to families 
in the justice system, but also be a marquis item for your CV. In addition to the final report, you may have 
opportunities to publish smaller works elsewhere and present at professional events. 
 
WHAT COMES NEXT 
Interested applicants should reach out to careers@aboutrsi.org by Friday, January 12 with a resume, writing 
sample  and cover letter, along with any questions they may have. No phone calls, please. 
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