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Lesson 8

Scripture: 

The Fountain of Truth – Part 2

“Jesus Christ said, ‘I am the way, the truth, 

and the life.’  Truth is the fulcrum for both 

the way and the life.  The ‘way’ is our 

direction in life, the ‘truth’ is the moral and 

intellectual basis for life, the ‘life’ is the 

result of our relationship to Jesus.  The 

more we base our life on truth, the better will 

be our way and the greater will be our life.”  

Edwin Louis Cole, Real Man.

Our Culture is Shifting Fast!!

“But know this, that in the last days 

perilous times will come: For men will be 

lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 

to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, 

unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 

brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 

headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 

rather than lovers of God, having a form of 

godliness but denying its power. And from 

such people turn away!” – II Timothy 3:1-5

What are the Benefits of Living by Truth? 

(In accordance with God’s Word).

1. You’ll live in Freedom. – John 8:31-32.

2. You’ll be able to Recognize Deception. 

– II Thessalonians 2:1-13.

3. Truth will be a trusted Guide in your life. – Psalm

43:3.

4. Obeying the Truth will help you have a Great

“Run” – Galatians 5:7.

5. The Truth will sanctify you (set you apart). – John

17:17.
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Five Reasons we can 

Trust the Bible.



12/2/2020

2

7

1. Direct Claims of the Bible
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 

Scripture is of any private interpretation, for 

prophecy never came by the will of man, but 

holy men of God spoke as they were moved 

by the Holy Spirit.” 

II Peter 1:20-21.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

II Timothy 3:16-17. 8

2. Perfect Unity of the Bible
• 66 books written over 1500 years

• 40 different authors

• 3 different languages

• Diverse literary genre

• Written on 3 continents

–13 different countries

• Bible speaks with 1 voice on all 

matters that it addresses, never 

contradicts itself

• One unified story in midst of diversity

“Sixty-six writings, two Testaments, one 

Bible. Such is what we find when we 

study God’s Word. Despite all the 

diversity in the Bible, it is impossible to 

ignore the essential unity found within 

its pages…This unity is unique among 

ancient writings…”

David S. Dockery, ed.,

Holman Bible Handbook

• Paradise lost in the book of Genesis 

becomes the paradise regained in 

the book of Revelation.

• Access to the Tree of Life is 

forbidden in Genesis and allowed 

again in Revelation.

• In Genesis man is separated from 

God because of sin, in the book of 

Revelation sin is destroyed and man 

is reconciled to God.

“Then He said to them, ‘These are the 

words which I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that all things must be 

fulfilled which were written in the Law 

of Moses and the Prophets and the

Psalms concerning Me.’”

Luke 24:44

• In Genesis, Jesus Christ is the seed of the 

woman.

• In Exodus, He is the passover lamb. 

• In Leviticus, He is our high priest. 

• In Numbers, He is the pillar of cloud by day 

and the pillar of fire by night. 

• In Deuteronomy, He is the prophet like unto 

Moses.
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• In Joshua, He is the captain of our salvation. 

• In Ruth, He is our kinsman redeemer.

• In Isaiah, He is the prince of peace. 

• In Jeremiah, He is the righteous branch. 

• In Malachi, He is the Sun of Righteousness, 

rising with healing in His wings. 
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3. Reliable Transmission of the Bible
• Reliability Depends On Number Of Copies Of 

Text and how short the Time Gap from the 

Originals:

There are over 6000 handwritten Greek 

manuscripts.  Why is this important?

There are only a few dozen from other 

books of the ancient world.  People trust 

these, why shouldn’t they trust the Bible?

N.T. manuscripts are earlier compared to 

other manuscripts of the ancient world.

Most N.T. manuscripts are 30 to 100 

years after the origin of the N.T. originals.

15

3. Reliable Transmission of the Bible

• In addition to the more than 6000 Greek 

manuscript copies, there are also over 

19,000 manuscripts of early translations of 

the Bible into languages like Syrac, Latin, 

Ethiopic, Arabic and more.  

• THAT MAKES A TOTAL OF SOME 25,000 

MANUSCRIPTS!!

• NOTHING LIKE THIS EXISTS FOR ANY 

OTHER BOOK IN THE ANCIENT WORLD!

“Skeptics may ask, ‘Well, if the New 

Testament really is the Word of God, 

then why didn’t God preserve the 

original?’  We can only speculate here, 

but one possibility is because his Word 

might be better protected through 

copies than through original 

documents.”

“How so? Because if the original were in 

someone’s possession, that person 

could change it. But if there are copies 

spread all over the ancient world, there’s 

no way one scribe or priest could alter 

the Word of God.”

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't 

Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

“The reason why God did not 

preserve an original document is 

to preserve the original 

documents by having more 

copies.”  
Frank Turek, I Don’t Have Enough Faith to 

be an Atheist  
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“No other ancient book is so well 

authenticated. The great New Testament 

scholar and Princeton professor Bruce 

Metzger estimated that the Mahabharata of 

Hinduism is copied with only about 90 

percent accuracy and Homer’s Iliad with 

about 95 percent. By comparison, HE 

ESTIMATED THE NEW TESTAMENT IS 

ABOUT 99.5 PERCENT ACCURATE. Again, 

the 0.5 percent in question does not affect a 

single doctrine of the Christian faith.”

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have 

Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

“No other ancient book is so well 

authenticated. The great New Testament 

scholar and Princeton professor Bruce 

Metzger estimated that the Mahabharata of 

Hinduism is copied with only about 90 

percent accuracy and Homer’s Iliad with 

about 95 percent. By comparison, HE 

ESTIMATED THE NEW TESTAMENT IS 

ABOUT 99.5 PERCENT ACCURATE. Again, 

the 0.5 percent in question does not affect a 

single doctrine of the Christian faith.”

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have 

Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

“…the Christian can take the whole 

Bible in his hand and say without fear 

or hesitation that he holds in it the true 

Word of God, handed down without 

essential loss from generation to 

generation throughout the centuries.” 

Sir Frederic Kenyon – Our Bible and the 

Ancient Manuscripts.

22

4. Historical Accuracy of the Bible

• Gospel of Luke & Acts

–Written by Dr. Luke

–Eyewitness reports

–32 countries, 54 cities, 9 islands

–Exact titles of historical figures

–Accurate history & geography

“Classical scholar and historian Colin 

Hemer chronicles Luke’s accuracy in the 

book of Acts verse by verse. With 

painstaking detail, Hemer identifies 84 

FACTS IN THE LAST 16 CHAPTERS OF 

ACTS THAT HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED BY 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

RESEARCH.”

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have 

Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

“Classical scholar and historian Colin 

Hemer chronicles Luke’s accuracy in the 

book of Acts verse by verse. With 

painstaking detail, Hemer identifies 84 

FACTS IN THE LAST 16 CHAPTERS OF 

ACTS THAT HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED BY 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

RESEARCH.”

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have 

Enough Faith to Be an Atheist
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“For Acts the confirmation of historicity 

is overwhelming.… Any attempt to 

reject its basic historicity must now 

appear absurd. Roman historians have 

long taken it for granted.”

A. N. Sherwin-White, Roman Historian

Classical scholar and archaeologist William 

M. Ramsay began his investigation into Acts 

with great skepticism, but his discoveries 

helped change his mind. He wrote:

“I began with a mind unfavorable to it 

[Acts].… It did not lie then in my line of life to 

investigate the subject minutely; but more 

recently I found myself often brought into 

contact with the book of Acts as an authority 

for the topography, antiquities, and society of 

Asia Minor. It was gradually borne in upon me 

that in various details the narrative showed 

marvelous truth.”

“Luke is a historian of the first rank; 

not merely are his statements of fact 

trustworthy…This author should be 

placed along with the very greatest of 

historians.” 

William Ramsay - Classical Scholar and 

Archaeologist.

28

Why is this Important?
Luke reports a total of 35 miracles in the same 

book in which he records all 84 of these 

historically confirmed details!! 

The Apostle Paul:

• Temporarily blinded a sorcerer (13:11);

• Healed a man who was crippled from birth 

(14:8);

• Cast out an evil spirit from a possessed girl 

(16:18); 

• “performed many miracles” that convinced 

many in the city of Ephesus to turn from 

sorcery to Jesus (19:11–20).

29

“Now, why would Luke be so accurate 

with trivial details like wind directions, 

water depths, and peculiar town 

names, but not be accurate when it 

comes to important events like 

miracles?  In light of the fact that Luke 

has proven accurate with so many 

trivial details, it is nothing but pure 

anti-supernatural bias to say he’s not 

telling the truth about the miracle 

records.” 
Norman Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don’t have 

Enough Faith to be an Atheist
30

What about the Gospel of Luke?

“In my first book I told you, Theophilus, 

about everything Jesus began to do and 

teach until the day He was taken up to 

heaven after giving His chosen apostles 

further instructions through the Holy 

Spirit.”

Acts 1:1-2
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Luke: The same Trusted Historian of the 

book of Acts.

The Gospel was written only about 30 

years after the Death, Burial and 

Resurrection of Jesus.

Many of the Eyewitnesses of these 

things were still alive! 

32

“Now here’s the crucial point: Since 

Luke is telling the truth, then so are 

Mark and Matthew because their 

Gospels tell the same basic story. 

This is devastating to skeptics, but 

the logic is inescapable. You need a 

lot of faith to ignore it.”

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have 

Enough Faith to Be an Atheist
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More on the Historical Accuracy of 

the Bible
Confirmed by Archaeology:

• The Elba Tablets discovered in 1975 

affirmed the accuracy and antiquity of the 

earlier parts of Genesis.

• Excavations at Jericho in 1930’s revealed 

the city’s walls oddly fell outward as the 

Bible says.

• The Dead Sea Scrolls which began to be 

found in 1947 confirm the accuracy of the 

transmission of the O.T. writings.
34

Did The Hittites Exist?
• Hittites are mentioned in the Bible in Gen. 

36:2; 15:20; Ex. 33:2; Deut. 7:1; Judges 3:5; 

1 Kin. 10:29, etc.

• Only 100 years ago historians viewed the 

Biblical references to the Hittites as 

ridiculous

• Archaeology has uncovered evidence

for the existence of this group of people

• Now we have volumes of information

on the Hittites

• Their existence was verified in 1906 by 

excavations 90 miles East of Ankara, Turkey

35

Sodom and Gomorrah
• Located near the Dead Sea, Gen. 14:2-3

• Gen. 19:24-25, “Then the LORD rained 
brimstone and fire on Sodom and 
Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the 
heavens. So He overthrew those cities, all 
the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, 
and what grew on the ground.”

• Destruction long viewed as a legend

• Destruction references are numerous

–Deut. 29:23; Is. 13:19; Jer. 49:18

• Referenced by Jesus & the Apostles

–Matt. 10:15; 2 Pet. 2:6; Jude 1:7

Dr. Steven Collins has identified 

Sodom’s location as Tall el-Hammam, 

which is situated on the eastern edge of 

the Jordan disk, eight miles northeast of 

the mouth of the Jordan River.
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Sodom and Gomorrah

“…Tall el-Hammam contains a massive 
destruction and ash layer (one meter 
thick in some areas) distributed at 
various locations of the Middle Bronze 
Age layer of the city.  The site reveals 
extensive destruction by fire of 
architectural features such as roofs, 
dwellings, walls fortification barriers, as 
well as personal items such as jewelry, 
tools, and pottery…

@ Dr. Heinz Lycklama 38

Sodom and Gomorrah

“…In addition to these, one of the most 
sobering and striking features involves 
human remains that depict catastrophic 
destruction.  It appears that many of the 
inhabitant’ bones are charred and 
distorted…and are situated in a way 
that indicates a violent high-heat flash 
even that may have thrown inhabitants 
to the western side of their dwellings, 
showing that the destruction could 
have originated from the east.”

The Popular Handbook of Archaeology and the Bible

We also have the Pool of Bethesda, 

Jacob’s well, the Pool of Siloam, 

Capernaum, Chorazin, and many, many 

other examples.

Even the residence of Pilate has been 

discovered in Jerusalem.

“I know of no finding in archaeology 

that’s properly confirmed which is in 

opposition to the Scriptures.  The Bible 

is the most accurate history textbook 

the world has ever seen.”

Dr. Clifford Wilson, former director of the 

Australian Institute of Archaeology.

“Archaeology has confirmed countless 

passages which have been rejected by 

critics as unhistorical or contradictory to 

known fact…Yet archaeological discoveries 

have shown that these critical chares are 

wrong and that the Bible is trustworthy in 

the very statements which have been set 

aside as untrustworthy.  We do not know 

any cases where the Bible has been proved 

wrong.”

Dr. Joseph P. Free,  Archaeology and Bible 

History.

42

“There exists no document from the ancient 

world witnessed by so excellent a set of 

textual and historical testimonies…and 

offering so superb an array of historical data 

on which the intelligent decision may be 

made……An honest (person) cannot 

dismiss a source of this kind.

Skepticism regarding the historical 

credentials of Christianity is based upon an 

irrational bias.”

Dr. Clark Pinnock, McMasters University, 

Toronto



12/2/2020

8

Conclusion:

The New Testament is Historically 
Reliable

• It is Fact not Fiction.

• If it says Jesus said it, then Jesus 
really said it.  

• If it says Jesus did it, then Jesus 
really did it. 

@ Dr. Heinz Lycklama 44

5. Fulfilled Prophecy of the Bible

• 27% of Bible prophetic (when written)

• About 2000 of 2500 fulfilled

• About 300 prophecies about Messiah 

fulfilled in His 1st Coming

• Prophecies on people, places

–Destruction of Tyre

–Cyrus as ruler

• Prophecies on Jews

–Dispersion and regathering

Isaiah 53:2–12 - All Fulfilled.  

Jesus…

1. was rejected;

2. was a man of sorrow;

3. lived a life of suffering;

4. was despised by others;

5. carried our sorrow;

6. was smitten and afflicted by God;

7. was pierced for our transgressions;

8. was wounded for our sins;

9. suffered like a lamb;

10. died with the wicked;

11. was sinless; and

12. prayed for others.

Predictions elsewhere about Christ’s 

death include:
13. Betrayed by a Friend (Psalm 41:9; cf. 

Matthew 26:14-25.) 1000 yrs

14. The piercing of his hands and feet (Ps. 

22:16; cf. Luke 23:33);

15. The piercing of his side (Zech. 12:10; cf. 

John 19:34); and

16. The casting of lots for his garments (Ps. 

22:18; cf. John 19:23–24).

Predictions elsewhere about Christ’s 

Birth and Ministry include:
17. Virgin Born (Isaiah 7:14; cf. Luke 1:26-35) 

600 – 700 yrs

18. Birth in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 

2:1) 700 yrs

19. Called Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14; cf. Matthew 

1:23)  600 – 700 yrs

20. Ministry in Galilee (Isaiah 9:1,2; cf. 

Matthew 4:12-16.) 600-700yrs

“It is unlikely that all these events would 

have converged in the life of one man. 

Mathematicians have calculated the 

probability of sixteen predictions being 

fulfilled in one man (e.g., Jesus) at 1 in 

1045. That forty-eight predictions might 

meet in one person, the probability is 1 

in 10157. It is almost impossible to 

conceive of a number that large.”

Norman L. Geisler, Baker Encyclopedia of 

Christian Apologetics
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10157

The odds of one person 

fulfilling just 48 of the 

Messianic prophecies. 

@ Dr. Heinz Lycklama 50

Five Reasons we can Trust the Bible

1. Direct claims of the Bible.

2. Perfect Unity of the Bible.

3. Reliable Transmission of the Bible.

4. Historical Accuracy of the Bible.

5. Fulfilled Prophecy of the Bible.

Lesson 8

Scripture: 

The Fountain of Truth – Part 2


