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Lesson 7

Scripture: 

The Fountain of Truth – Part 1

“No one calls for justice, Nor does any 

plead for truth. They trust in empty 

words and speak lies; They conceive 

evil and bring forth iniquity.  They hatch 

vipers' eggs and weave the spider's 

web; He who eats of their eggs dies, 

And from that which is crushed a viper 

breaks out.” - Isaiah 59: 4-5

“Justice is turned back, And 

righteousness stands afar off; For truth 

is fallen in the street, And equity cannot 

enter.  So truth fails, And he who 

departs from evil makes himself a prey. 

Then the LORD saw it, and it 

displeased Him That there was no 

justice.” – Isaiah 59:14-15

“Jesus Christ said, ‘I am the way, the truth, 

and the life.’  Truth is the fulcrum for both 

the way and the life.  The ‘way’ is our 

direction in life, the ‘truth’ is the moral and 

intellectual basis for life, the ‘life’ is the 

result of our relationship to Jesus.  The 

more we base our life on truth, the better will 

be our way and the greater will be our life.”  

Edwin Louis Cole, Real Man.

Our Culture is Shifting Fast!!

“But know this, that in the last days 

perilous times will come: For men will be 

lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 

to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, 

unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 

brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 

headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 

rather than lovers of God, having a form of 

godliness but denying its power. And from 

such people turn away!” – II Timothy 3:1-5
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“For of this sort are those who creep into 

households and make captives of gullible 

women loaded down with sins, led away by 

various lusts, 

always learning and never able to come to 

the knowledge of the truth.”

II Timothy 3:6-7

What truth is not…

1.Truth is not what works (pragmatism).  Lies 

can “work”.

2.Truth is not what makes us feel good.  Bad 

news can be true.

3.Truth is not what the majority says.  51% 

can be wrong.

What truth is not…

4. Truth is not how we know.  Truth is what we

know. 

5. Truth is not what is believed.  A lie

believed is still a lie. 

6. Truth is not what is publicly proved.  A 

truth can be privately known (like buried 

treasure).

Knowing what truth is not, 

let’s now define what it is:

1.Truth is that which corresponds to reality.

2.Truth is that which matches/corresponds 

to its object. 

3.Truth is simply telling it like it is – what is 

really real. 

Greek word for “truth” - alētheia

Literally means to “un-hide”; “hiding 

nothing”.  It indicates that truth is always 

there, but must be revealed or discovered.

Hebrew word for “truth” - emeth

Literally to have a “firmness”, “constancy” 

and “duration”. It implies an everlasting 

substance.

What are the key attributes of 

truth? 

Truth naturally excludes and is narrow 

2 + 2 = 4

…not 5 or 100 

or…
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Truth is known by/corresponds to what 

or who it refers to.  

Person 1 Person 2

The dog is on person 1’s left but on person 2’s 

right…

What are the key attributes of 

truth? 

Truth is discovered and does not 

change over time

We may grow in our knowledge of the truth, 

but it was always there.

• More exact truth may be discovered, but is 

always existed.

• For example, we now know the earth 

revolves around the sun.

What are the key attributes of 

truth? 

Other Truths about Truth:

1. Truth is Discovered, not Invented.

2. Truth is Transcultural.

3. Truth is Unchanging even though 

our beliefs about truth change.

4. Beliefs cannot change a fact, no 

matter how sincerely they are held.

5. All real Truth is Absolute.

Absolute truth is demanded and critical 

in life. 
• Health.  “We accidentally gave him too much

of the medicine…” 

• Finances. “I’m sorry sir/ma’am – there’s no 

money in your account…”

• Transportation.  “I thought red meant go…”

• Advertising.  “This is false advertising…”

• The Witness Stand. “I swear to tell the relative

truth…”

• Relationships.  “You lied to me…”

If consequences exist for ignoring truth in the 

physical world, what about ignoring truth in 

the spiritual world? 

What is Absolute Truth?

Truth that is true… 

• For all people 

• In all places

• For all time

Does Truth matter?  A simple example:

• “Want to go ice skating tonight?”

• “Is the ice thick enough?”

• “Who cares?” (the postmodern response)

You could die…
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In the absence of absolute truth, power 

rules. 

Without a source of absolute truth, Nazism, 

Racism, or any movement could be imposed, and 

labeled true and acceptable. 

In World War II – every Nazi soldier had a belt 

buckle that said “Gott Mit Uns” – “God is with 

us”.  Was that true? 

What Should be our Attitude toward 

Truth?

We should desire truth.

We should seek truth.

We should love truth.

We should submit to truth.

What are the Benefits of Living by Truth? 

(In accordance with God’s Word).

1. You’ll live in Freedom. – John 8:31-32.

2. You’ll be able to Recognize Deception. 

– II Thessalonians 2:1-13.

3. Truth will be a trusted Guide in your life. – Psalm

43:3.

4. Obeying the Truth will help you have a Great

“Run” – Galatians 5:7.

5. The Truth will sanctify you (set you apart). – John

17:17.

The World’s Idea of Truth is Called 

“Relativism”

Relativism is the view that a belief or 

philosophy of life can be true for one person 

but not for another. When it comes to 

morality, one person’s or culture’s moral 

beliefs may be “right” for them but not 

necessarily for another. Truth is relative —

that is, dependent on my own feelings, 

preferences, time of history, or culture. 

In other words, relativists believe that 

whether something is truth or not is a 

matter of opinion.

They also believe that whether or not 

something is right or wrong is a matter 

of opinion.

An Important Truth:

Moral relativists have a rather dim view
of moral relativism when it negatively

impacts them.
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An Important Truth:

Let the moral relativist be lied to, be the 

victim of false advertising, have their spouse 

cheat on them, have physical injury done to 

them, and that person’s reactions reveal their 

true feelings concerning relative vs. objective 

moral law.

The Important Question

The problem for the moral relativist (who

is most times a secular humanist that 

rejects God) is they have no good answer 

to the two-part question:

Is there anything wrong with 

anything? (and why?)

Why Relativists Are Absolutists:

• You should not say that someone else 

is wrong. 

• All views are equally acceptable. 

• You should not impose morality on 

others. 

• You ought to be “tolerant” and should 

not “judge.” 

• You ought to be open-minded. 

How Do We Recognize if 

Something is False?

An easy way for you to be a lie detector.

THE LAW OF NONCONTRADICTION

First Principle of Logic

“Opposite ideas cannot both be 

true at the same time and in the 

same sense.”
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THE LAW OF NON-CONTRADICTION 
HELPS US DISCOVER WHAT IS FALSE

Opposite ideas cannot both be true 
at the same time and in the same sense.

THE EARTH IS

ROUND

THE EARTH IS

NOT ROUND

THEY CAN’T
BOTH

BE RIGHT!

THE LAW OF NON-CONTRADICTION 

Oxford Professor 
Richard Dawkins

God Does 
NOT Exist!

Oxford Professor 
John Lennox

God Exists!

Can All Religions Be True?

Christianity Islam

Jesus is the Son of 

God

Jesus died on the 

cross for the sins of 

all mankind

Jesus rose from the 

dead on the third 

day

Jesus is NOT the 

Son of God 

Jesus did NOT die 

on the cross at all

Jesus did NOT rise 

from the dead

Can All Religions Be True?

Christianity Islam

God’s Son sent to 

die for you

Fundamentalists 

told to love their 

enemies

Man was created for 

fellowship with God

Muslim sons sent to 

die for Allah

Fundamentalists 

told to kill their 

enemies

Man cannot have 

fellowship with 

Allah

THE LAW OF NON-CONTRADICTION 

The Law Of 
Non-contradiction Is 

Undeniable

Even those who 
deny it… use it.

THE LAW OF NON-CONTRADICTION 

“Anyone who denies the law of 
non-contradiction should be 
beaten and burned until he 

admits that to be beaten is not
the same as not to be beaten, 

and to be burned is not the same 
as not to be burned.”

(Avicenna, Great Medieval Philosopher)

http://www.school.gr/world.htm
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Your Greatest Tool in 
Answering These Statements:

Apply the claim to itself!

Examples . . .

If someone were to say…

“I can’t speak a 
word in English.”

“Didn’t he say 
that in English?”

If someone were to say…

“There is no truth.”

“Is that true?”

If someone were to say…

“You Can’t Know Anything!”

“Then how do you know that?”

If someone were to say…

“All truth is relative!”

“Is that a Relative Truth?”

If someone were to say…

“You should doubt everything.”

“Should I doubt that?”
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If someone were to say…

“There is no such thing as absolute truth!”

“Are you absolutely sure?”

If someone were to say…

“There is no truth in anything but science.”

“Is that a scientific truth?”

If someone were to say…

“You ought not judge.”

“Isn’t that a judgment?”

Didn’t Jesus Say not to 

Judge?
• In Matthew 7:1-5,  Jesus doesn’t tell us not 

to judge– He tells us how to judge.

• Notice Jesus tells us to take the speck out 

of our brother’s eye.  He simply wants us 

to make sure we’re not committing the 

same sins ourselves.

• If you didn’t make judgments every day, 

you’d be dead already!

Summary – The Truth about Truth.

1. Contrary beliefs are possible, but 

contrary truths are not possible.

2. You can believe everything is true, but

everything can’t be true!

3. Objective truth can’t be denied without 

being affirmed.  

Lesson 7

Scripture: 

The Fountain of Truth – Part 1


