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Lesson 13

What is God Like?
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“All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, 

that the man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.”

II Timothy 3:16-17 
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“All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, 

that the man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.”

II Timothy 3:16-17 
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The word “doctrine” simply means 

“teaching” or “instruction.”

A Bible doctrine consists of all that 

the Bible has to say on a particular 

subject.

The Doctrine of God

6

How can finite man know the 

nature and person of an 

infinite God?
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The knowledge of the Person 

and nature of God can only 

come to man as God reveals it 

to him (Matt. 11:27; Eph. 4:17-

21).  God has done this in the 

Bible—the Word of God.
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“As we walk through the Scriptures we see a 

growing revelation of God’s heart toward us 

and His purpose for Man. At each encounter 

with Man, God is seeking to reveal more of 

Himself, and the purpose of His revelation is 

that humankind may once more know Him.  

Knowing God is the primary purpose of Man –

to know Him intimately; to know His heart; to 

know how He thinks; to know His personal 

interest in us; to know the economy of His 

dealings – how He relates.”

Jack Hayford, Grounds for Living

“There is serious doubt that we 

can really know ourselves and 

our purpose in life without some 

degree of knowledge of God and 

His Will.”

Guy Duffield and Nathanial Van Cleave, 

Foundations of Pentecostal Theology
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What are some of the Scriptural 

definitions of God and what do they 

have in common?
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God is Spirit - John 4:24; I Timothy 

1:17; Hebrews 11:27; I John 4:12. 

“God is Spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

John 4:24

“Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, to God who alone is wise, be 

honor and glory forever and ever. 

Amen.” - I Timothy 1:17
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“No one has seen God at any time. The 

only begotten Son, who is in the bosom 

of the Father, He has declared Him.”

John 1:18 

“No one has ever seen God. But the 

unique One, who is Himself God, is near 

to the Father's heart. He has revealed 

God to us.”

John 1:18 - NLT 

God is Light - I John 1:5; I Timothy 

6:15-16; James 1:17.

“This is the message which we have 

heard from Him and declare to you, that 

God is light and in Him is no darkness at 

all. If we say that we have fellowship 

with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 

and do not practice the truth. But if we 

walk in the light as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 

cleanses us from all sin.”

I John 1:5-7

God is Love - I John 4:8. 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love 

is of God; and everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. He who does not 

love does not know God, for God is love.  

In this the love of God was manifested 

toward us, that God has sent His only 

begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through Him.  In this is love, not that 

we loved God, but that He loved us and 

sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 

sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another.”

I John 4:7-11

“Love endures long and is patient and kind; 

love never is envious nor boils over with 

jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does 

not display itself haughtily. 

It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with 

pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does 

not act unbecomingly. Love (God's love in us) 

does not insist on its own rights or its own 

way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy 

or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of 

the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a 

suffered wrong].”

I Corinthians 13:4-5 
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“It does not rejoice at injustice and

unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and

truth prevail. Love bears up under anything 

and everything that comes, is ever ready to 

believe the best of every person, its hopes are 

fadeless under all circumstances, and it 

endures everything [without weakening]. 

Love never fails [never fades out or becomes 

obsolete or comes to an end].”

I Corinthians 13:6-8

God’s love is Demonstrated in:

In His care in providing people with 

the gifts of life, health, comfort, 

food, friends and finances.

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and comes down from the Father 

of lights, with whom there is no variation or 

shadow of turning.”

James 1:17 

God’s love is Demonstrated in:

In His Providing Human Love. 

“Human love in its highest and 

purest form, is but a faint reflection 

of God’s love for mankind.”

Herbert Lockyer, All the Doctrines 

of the Bible.  

God’s love is Demonstrated in:

In His Providing of a Savior from 

our Sin.

“But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 5:8 

“Behold what manner of love the Father 

has bestowed on us, that we should be 

called children of God! Therefore the 

world does not know us, because it did 

not know Him. Beloved, now we are 

children of God; and it has not yet been 

revealed what we shall be, but we know 

that when He is revealed, we shall be like 

Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

And everyone who has this hope in Him 

purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

I John 3:1-3 

God is a Consuming Fire 

Hebrews 12:29.
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“Therefore, since we are receiving a 

kingdom which cannot be shaken, 

let us have grace, by which we may 

serve God acceptably with reverence 

and godly fear. For our God is a 

consuming fire.”

Hebrews 12:28-29

“Now the glory of the LORD rested on 

Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six

days. And on the seventh day He called 

to Moses out of the midst of the cloud.

The sight of the glory of the LORD was 

like a consuming fire on the top of the

mountain in the eyes of the children of 

Israel.”

Exodus 24:16-17

1. He is a consuming fire in His passion 

for His people.

“For the LORD your God is a consuming 

fire, a jealous God.”

Deuteronomy 4:24

2. He is a consuming fire against our 

enemies that seem as giants.

‘Who can stand before the descendants 

of Anak?’ Therefore understand today

that the LORD your God is He who goes 

over before you as a consuming fire.

He will destroy them and bring them 

down before you; so you shall drive 

them out and destroy them quickly, as 

the LORD has said to you. 

Deuteronomy 9:2-3

3. He is a consuming fire in His hatred 

for and judgment on sin.

“Then Death and Hades were cast 

into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death. 

And anyone not found written in the 

Book of Life was cast into the lake of 

fire.”

Revelation 20:14-15. 
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