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Today’s Message:

Is the Bible the Truth?
Part 4
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Brief Review
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So far we’ve attempted to show:
– Truth Exists. That there is a Universal body of 

Truth that applies to all people at all times and 
in all places.  It is the “law written in our 
hearts” and conscience.

–God Exists.  That the most reasonable 
explanation for the Universe having a beginning 
is a Supreme Being – God.

– That the God creation reveals to us only 
corresponds to the God of the Bible.
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It seems logical that if God created humanity, 
He had a purpose.  If He had a purpose, it 
would seem that He would want to reveal 

Himself to humanity.  We’ve seen that 
through creation He reveals Himself in a 

general way, but through creation, we don’t 
see Him in a specific way.  It seems that to 
reveal Himself in a more specific way, He 
would need to use Words!  These Words 

would most logically be written for all to read.  
Thus, we see the need for some kind of 

written text.
4

Trusting the Bible as 
God’s Word is vital for 

our Christian Lives!
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1. We need the Bible in order to Grow.

“Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 

as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the 
word, that you may grow thereby, 

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
gracious.” 

I Peter 2:1-3
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2. The Word of God has the Power to
Renew our Minds and Transform us.

“And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Romans 12:2 

8

2. The Word of God has the Power to
Renew our Minds and Transform us.

“And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Romans 12:2 

9

“And all of us, as with unveiled face, 
[because we] continued to behold [in the 

Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are constantly being transfigured into 

His very own image in ever increasing 
splendor and from one degree of glory to 

another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who 
is] the Spirit.”

II Corinthians 3:18 – Amplified Bible
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3. Faith comes and grows by the Word
of God.

“So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.”

Romans 10:17

“We are bound to thank God always for you, 
brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith 
grows exceedingly, and the love of every 

one of you all abounds toward each other,”
II Thessalonians 1:3 
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The Bible is Unique!

14

“Unique” means;
• Unparalleled; 
• Incomparable:
• One and Only
• Different From All Others
• Having No Like or Equal
• One of a Kind

Our purpose: To show how the Bible 
is unique and different from all other 
written documents
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Unique In Its Unity
“Sixty-six writings, two Testaments, 

one Bible. Such is what we find when 
we study God’s Word. Despite all the 

diversity in the Bible, it is impossible to 
ignore the essential unity found within 
its pages…This unity is unique among 

ancient writings…”
David S. Dockery, ed., 

Holman Bible Handbook 
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“The Bible stands in marked contrast; it is 
unique in that its parts conspire to form a 

unified whole.  You see, the Bible is not only 
one Book, it is sixty-six books collected in 

one volume.  These sixty-six separate 
documents were written over a period of more 
than sixteen hundred years by more than forty 
human authors who came from a wide variety 
of backgrounds.  Yet the Bible is a single unit, 
bound together by the theme of God and His 

relationship to human kind.”

Howard Hendricks, Living by the Book
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@ Dr. Heinz Lycklama 20

• 66 books written over 1600 years
• 40 different authors
• 3 different languages
• Diverse literary genre
• Written on 3 continents
–13 different countries

• Yet, the Bible speaks with 1 voice on 
all matters that it addresses, never 
contradicts itself

• One unified story in midst of diversity
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• Paradise lost in the book of Genesis 
becomes the paradise regained in the book 
of Revelation

• Access to the Tree of Life is forbidden in 
Genesis and allowed again in Revelation

• In Genesis man is separated from God 
because of sin, in the book of Revelation 
sin is destroyed and man is reconciled to 
God

21

“Then He said to them, ‘These are
the words which I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that all 

things must be fulfilled which were 
written in the Law of Moses and the

Prophets and the Psalms 
concerning Me.’” 

Luke 24:44
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Jesus in Every Book of the Bible
• In Genesis, Jesus Christ is the seed of the 

woman. 
• In Exodus, He is the passover lamb. 
• In Leviticus, He is our high priest. 
• In Numbers, He is the pillar of cloud by 

day and the pillar of fire by night. 
• In Deuteronomy, He is the prophet like 

unto Moses. 
• In Joshua, He is the captain of our 

salvation. 
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• In Judges, He is our judge and lawgiver. 
• In Ruth, He is our kinsman redeemer. 
• In 1st and 2nd Samuel, He is our trusted 

prophet. 
• In Kings and Chronicles, He is our 

reigning king. 
• In Ezra, He is the rebuilder of the broken 

down walls of human life. 
• In Esther, He is our Mordecai. 
• In Job, He is our ever-living redeemer 
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• In Psalms, He is our shepherd. 
• In Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, He is our 

wisdom. 
• In the Song of Solomon, He is the loving 

bridegroom. 
• In Isaiah, He is the prince of peace. 
• In Jeremiah, He is the righteous branch.

…and there’s more!
26

Unique in the Survival of its 
Writings.

1. More Manuscripts.

2. Early Manuscripts.

3. More Accurately Copied 
Manuscripts.

4. More Abundantly Supported 
Manuscripts.
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"We have more and earlier 
manuscript evidence about 
the person of Jesus Christ 
than we do anyone else in 

the ancient world-including 
Julius Caesar and Alexander 

the Great."

Daniel B. Wallace, Reinventing Jesus
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More Manuscripts
• In addition to the more than 6000 Greek 

manuscript copies, there are also over 
19,000 manuscripts of early translations of 
the Bible into languages like Syriac, Latin, 
Ethiopic, Arabic and more.  

• THAT MAKES A TOTAL OF SOME 25,000 
MANUSCRIPTS!!

• NOTHING LIKE THIS EXISTS FOR ANY 
OTHER BOOK IN THE ANCIENT WORLD!
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10

200

How many 
manuscripts
do we have?
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• Caesar: 10 manuscripts

• Plato (Tetralogies): 7 manuscripts

• Tacitus (Annals): 20 manuscripts

31

•The New Testament:

manuscripts

24,633

32

What is the #2 
manuscript 

authority after the 
New Testament?
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“The Iliad” by Homer

643 manuscripts

34

Iliad: 
643

New Testament – 24,633
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The NT compared to the average 
classical work

Average Classical Work    New Testament  
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In addition, 2nd & 3rd century                
early Church fathers quote 

the New Testament 

36,389 times           
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Because these early church fathers 
quoted the New Testament so much, 

all but eleven verses of the New 
Testament can be reconstructed just 

from their quotations.                              
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@ Dr. Heinz Lycklama 44

There is no other work of literature 
from the ancient world that even 

comes close in terms of the amount 
of manuscripts. As we’ve seen, the 
next closest work is the “Iliad” by 

Homer, WITH ONLY 643 
MANUSCRIPTS. Most other ancient 

works have fewer than a dozen 
manuscripts, yet few historians 

question the historicity of the events 
those works describe.
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“Skeptics may ask, ‘Well, if the New 
Testament really is the Word of God, 

then why didn’t God preserve the 
original?’

We can only speculate here, but one 
possibility is because his Word might 

be better protected through copies than 
through original documents.”
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“How so? Because if the original were 
in someone’s possession, that person 
could change it. But if there are copies 

spread all over the ancient world, 
there’s no way one scribe or priest 

could alter the Word of God.” 
Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I 

Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist
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“The reason why God did not 
preserve an original document is 

to preserve the original 
documents by having more 

copies.”  
Frank Turek
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Copy 1:  God is #ust and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Copy 2:  God is j#st and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Copy 3:  God is ju#t and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Copy 4:  God is jus# and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Original:  God is just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

The NT Documents Have Far Fewer Variations Than This Example

COPY 1 COPY 4COPY 3COPY 2

ORIGINAL
MANUSCRIPT
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“No other ancient book is so well 
authenticated. The great New Testament 
scholar and Princeton professor Bruce 

Metzger estimated that the Mahabharata of 
Hinduism is copied with only about 90 

percent accuracy and Homer’s Iliad with 
about 95 percent. By comparison, HE 
ESTIMATED THE NEW TESTAMENT IS 

ABOUT 99.5 PERCENT ACCURATE. Again, 
the 0.5 percent in question does not affect a 

single doctrine of the Christian faith.”
Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't 

Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist
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“It cannot be too strongly asserted that in 
substance the text of the Bible is certain: 
Especially is this the case with the New 

Testament. The number of manuscripts of the 
New Testament, of early translations from it, 
and of quotations from it in the oldest writers 
of the Church, is so large that it is practically 
certain that the true reading of every doubtful 
passage is preserved in some one or other of 
these ancient authorities. This can be said of 

no other ancient book in the world.”

Fredric Kenyon, Our Bible and the Ancient 
Manuscripts
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“Pile them, if you will, on the left side of your 
study table; but place your own Holy Bible on 

the right side – all by itself, all alone – and 
with a wide gap between them.  For,…there is 

a gulf between it and the so-called sacred 
books of the East which severs the one from 
the other utterly, hopelessly, and forever… a 
veritable gulf which cannot be bridged over 

by any science of religious thought.”

Professor M. Monteiro-Williams – Former 
Boden Professor of Sanskrit.  Spent 42 years 

studying Eastern books and, in comparing 
them with the Bible.
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