
Abounding Grace Christian Church 
The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the Church – Part 25 

I. Exposition of Chapter Seven (continued). 

 A. More on Israel’s rejection of Moses. (NOTE: We left off last time in Verse 37 where it’s recorded that  
      Moses promised that there would come after him another Prophet and warned that Israel should make  

      sure they listened to that coming Prophet.  This was in reference to Deuteronomy 18:15 and was  

      understood as being a Messianic prophecy.  But just like Israel rejected Moses, so they are rejecting  

      Jesus, who is the Prophet Moses spoke of.) 
 1. Verse 38 – “This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to  

     him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us.” 

  a. It’s interesting that the word “congregation” is the same Greek word for “church” in the New  

      Testament.  In this sense, it’s referring to the “the called out assembly of people.”  It’s  

       important to understand that to be in the church of Jesus Christ infers that you assemble with 

     other believers. (cf. Hebrews 10:25).   

“Just as Moses led the church of the OT, Christ leads the church of the NT.  The NT church is called ‘Abraham’s 

seed’ (i.e., his spiritual descendants, Gal 3:29; cf. Ro 4:11-18) and the ‘Israel of God’ (i.e., the true and spiritual 

Israel, Gal 6:16).  This means that the church has a continuity and connection with God’s OT people.”1 

 

  b. “…the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai…” – The actual meaning of the word  

      “angel” is; “Messenger, one sent to announce or proclaim.”2  According to the NIV Study  

      Bible (and others): “According to Jewish interpretation at that time, the law was given to  

      Moses by angel mediation…”3  Dr. Robert Utley adds: 

“Rabbinical theology asserted that angels were mediators between YHWH and the giving of the Law (see note at 

7:53). It is also possible that the angel refers to YHWH Himself (cf. Exod. 3:21 compared to 14:19; and also Exod. 

32:34; Num. 20:16; Jdgs. 2:1).”4 

 

  c. “…the one who received the living oracles to give to us.” – The term “living oracles” could  

      have been translated better as “living words.”  This shows that Stephen did not disparage  

      Moses or the law in any way.  He was acknowledging that the words given by Moses (the 10  

      commandments) were life giving if obeyed.  It also acknowledges the fact that they were God  

      inspired. 

 2. Verse 39 – “whom our fathers would not obey, but rejected.  And in their hearts they turned  

     back to Egypt,” – The word “rejected” means; “to push, thrust, drive. To thrust away from  

     oneself”5  The phrase; “…in their hearts they turned back to Egypt”, illustrates two things, first,  

     “turning back” always starts with the heart before it ever is carried out physically, and second, a  

     person can be “turned back” in their heart without ever really turning back in their lifestyle. 

 3. Verses 40-41 – This is a quote (verse 40) from Exodus 32:1.  The last phrase of verse 41 reads;  

     “…and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.”  Some commentaries suggest that Stephen was  

     indirectly saying that these Sanhedrin were guilty of the same, in that they worshiped the  

     temple – the works of their own hands.  Longenecker asserts, “They brought sacrifices to it and held  

     a celebration in honor of what their hands had made.”6 

 4. Verse 42a – “Then God gave them up to worship the host of heaven…” – This is a very sad  

     statement.  (cf. Romans 1:24 – here it refers to giving them over to immorality.)  I. Howard  

     Marshall asserts: 

“God reacted to such human self-sufficiency by letting the Israelites taste the full, bitter fruits of idolatry.  He  

turned away…just as they had turned away from him, and he gave them up to the worship of the heavenly host.”7 

 

Richard Longenecker adds: “The inescapable inference from Stephen’s words is that Israel’s shameful behavior and 

God’s drastic response to it find their counterparts in the nation’s rejection of Jesus.”8 
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6. Verses 44-50 – The Tabernacle and the Temple. 

 a. Stephen had been accused of speaking against the Temple (6:13), so it’s understandable that he 

    would address this as well.   

“Stephen’s concern here is that when we contain God in a building like the temple, we can control him, and in 

reality he cannot be either contained or controlled by human power. He is applying the Jews’ own polemic against 

idols to a misunderstanding of how the temple functions. Nothing ‘made by human hands’ can encompass the Most 

High. Israel had stagnated into an idolatrous worship of the temple itself, when its true purpose was to facilitate 

worship of God.”10 

  

7. Verses 51-53 – Stephen’s Strong Rebuke. 

   a. Verse 51 – “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears!  You always resist the  

       Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.” 

    1) “Stiff-necked” means; “hard, obstinate, or proud.”11 

    2) “uncircumcised in heart...” - This Hebrew idiom means unfaithful, disloyal, and  

        untrustworthy (cf. Lev. 26:41; Jer. 4:4; 9:25–26; Ezek. 44:7).12   

3) “…and ears.” - This refers to their unwillingness to hear and respond to God’s  

    messengers (cf. Jer. 6:10).13 

4) “You always resist the Holy Spirit…” – The word “resist” means; “to resist by  

    actively opposing pressure or power”14  It was understood that the prophets spoke by  

    the Holy Spirit. 

   b. Verse 52 – “…And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom  

       you now have become the betrayers and murderers”  The “Just One” could have been  

       translated as “The Righteous One” and is most definitely referring to Jesus Christ (cf.  

       Jeremiah 23:1-8 and 33:14-16 – “The Righteous Branch.”) 

“None of the prophets escaped persecution by the Fathers. (See Matt. 5:11-12; 23:30-31; Heb. 11:32-38.)  They 

killed ‘those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One’ (Acts 3:14; 22:14; I John 2:1).  And now, as a climax 

to the father’s rejection of the prophets, it was He, the Righteous One, their children had ‘betrayed and 

murdered.’  (As with apostles, Stephen focuses on the Cross.)”15 

 

   c. Verse 53 – “who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not  

       kept it.” - Israel was proud that they had received the law of God and were guardians  

       of the law, but Stephen reminded them, “you have not kept it.”   

“Their guilt was all the greater because they had received God's ‘law,’ which ‘angels’ had delivered (Deut. 33:2 

LXX; cf. Gal. 3:19; Heb. 2:2), but they had disobeyed it. They were the real blasphemers (defiant sinners). 

Stephen, as an angel (cf. 6:15), had brought them new insight, but they were about to reject 

it too.”16 
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