
Outside Comfort Zone
BUIL DING DESIGN, IDEA S &  SOLUTIONS FOR YOU A ND YOUR CL IENTS

Welcome to the Summer edition of Outside Comfort Zone. Inside we have a collection of stories 
that bring you the latest in new ideas and interesting applications to help your next outside weather 
protection project.  

One of the main features demonstrates the flexibility of our Coniston canopy. We affectionally refer to 
this as the King of Canopies, due to its popularity and ability to be used in all manner of installations. 
This example shows how it lives up to that billing. We have also included a roundup of bespoke fixing 
innovations and the power of effective colour co-ordination. We hope you enjoy this issue and that it 
informs future plans and specifications. 
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The Power of Colour  
It is easy to overlook the role that colour can play 
in a canopy installation. Because white works 
pretty much with everything it is an obvious and 
cost-effective choice. These images show what 
can be achieved. The stylish Basalt Grey works 
brilliantly with the rest of the buildings and 

creates a co-ordinated look that allows the 
canopies to become part of the overall structure.  

The canopies covered two walkways on the 
school grounds and created a stunning entrance 
canopy. 

Picture from our recent installation at Braintcroft School, read more about this challenging project inside. 



Pulling it all together  

Each of our installations involves project management. Effective coordination of start times, on site 
deliveries and hand over on completion, all take planning and communication. These skills allow us 
to look at the requirements of each project and widen our responsibilities to include more elements of 
the installation and the management of additional trades, should it be necessary. To illustrate how we 
do this we have featured a project that required us to not only install a new canopy but bring in other 
aspects such as a soft play floor and security roller shutters.
Project Management in practice
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The project therefore involved four distinct phases and different work requirements. Firstly, the 
removal of the existing canopy, then the marking out and kerbing of the new soft play area and 
laying of that new surface, then the installation of the new canopy and finally the addition of the roller 
shutters. 

As mentioned above, for maximum efficiency, the school wanted one company to manage the 
project and deliver the overall transformation of the space.

The Solut ion
To ensure that the school received the weather 
protection that they required, within their budget, 
our recommendation was to install a Coniston 
canopy. This popular and flexible canopy would 
give the projection required and enough space 
between posts to ensure as much free movement 
as possible, but also the support required for the 
roller shutters.

We undertook full project management 
responsibility for the work. We have installed soft 
play areas before and the skills within our team 
allowed this to be carried out efficiently. We 
co-ordinated with suppliers and then with other                       

trades for the installation of the roller shutters and lighting. Because the canopy was the main part 
of the programme we could schedule the works efficiently.
 
By taking on overall project management we had to deliver clear and regular communication with 
the school and other trades. Our experience and construction knowledge were used to ensure high 
standards of quality and safety were met and scheduling was adhered to.

Project management on this scale is not always required, as there might already be a main 
contractor onsite, but we do have the skills and experience to take it on.  

Full service project management to ensure efficent on time completion

This installation allowed us to take on the full 
management of the project, which meant that the 
school could use their time efficiently as they would 
only have to deal with a single point of contact and 
could ensure efficient scheduling of works, 
meaning less disruption. 

The school had an existing canopy which was no 
longer fit for purpose. They wanted this removed 
and replaced with not just a canopy but with a new 
soft play area underneath the shelter plus secure 
roller shutters to ensure that any school equipment 
could be kept safe. The shutters would also help to 
keep the soft play surface in better condition in bad 
weather.



Installation
The pictures show the finished installation. As required, 
the area can be enclosed with automatic roller shutters 
which allows equipment to be kept safely and the soft 
play area protected. We also added lights to ensure the 
space can be used safely all year round.
 
This project has given the school a brilliant new space 
that can be used for outdoor learning, activities and 
all-round fun. Effective, professional project 
management ensured a hassle-free installation that met 
the needs of the school perfectly.  

 Able Canopies Project Management Service  
Our approach to project management is based on four key principles. These are: 
Safety ? we will ensure safe working through the training of our staff and the assessment of any    
additional sub-contractors and suppliers. We are independently audited for safety and have the 
necessary certification (Constructionline Gold & CHAS) to support our track record. 
Quality ? a key component is to ensure all elements of the project are finished to the same high 
standard. We can therefore plan and execute projects professionally using trusted contractors to 
ensure a uniform quality finish. Our own commitment to quality is seen in our use of CE marked 
materials and ISO certification. 
Cost management ? this is a key element and we work hard on cost research and purchasing at 
the planning stage to ensure there are no unexpected surprises and projects keep in their 
budgets. 
On time finish ? through the use of expert planning (which includes drawings, and calculations 
where necessary), clear communication and our years of experience we are able to set up and 
deliver accurate project programmes.   

The Beck is a popular choice because of its simple and  
stylish looks. The usual tie rod fixings make for a strong 
and durable installation.   

But what happens when the usual cannot be delivered and 
we have to come up with something unique?   

The recent installation at Warwick University required 
completely bespoke first fix brackets which were 
co-ordinated between ourselves and the main contractor, a 
high-level C channel was installed to take the tie bar fixings 
and a more intricate low-level bracket set out specifically to 
suit our arm detail This was mostly worked from drawings 
rather than multiple site visits.    

The cladding was then reinstated around the bracket and 
the  canopy installed. Looks like it was always there!

Tech on the Beck

Beck Tech Spec 
- Unlimited length ? starting at 1.4m  
- Three practical projection sizes ? 1m, 1.2m & 1.5m 
- 4mm polycarbonate roof panels
- High UV protection
- Integrated guttering for a stylish finish 
- 2-year guarantee  

SUM M ER 2018



The benefits of going big  
The benefits for schools of being able to cover large spaces so they can be used more often for 
more activities are numerous. It helps to maximise the use of the whole school estate, and adds a 
focal point for school life, with the newly transformed area becoming a hub of social activity. It gives a 
new space for dining, sports and entertainment. 

So why don?t more schools who have large spaces take on 
projects to add shelter to those areas?   

Large areas can be tricky. How will a canopy fit in with 
surrounding buildings? How will it be fixed? What costs are 
involved? Will the space be safe for users?  

A compelling solution is the use of timber framed canopies 
that overcome many of the obstacles to transforming larger 
spaces into useable areas that enhance school life. 

For example, our domed Tarnhow timber framed canopy provides the following benefits:   

- A good fit with surrounding buildings. The stylish look and finish of timber complements both 
modern and traditional buildings, leading to an elegant finished installation. 

- When compared to steel frames, timber canopies are lower cost and are efficient to install 
and maintain.

- Safe to use. A domed canopy removes the need for supporting posts which means no 
obstacles for those who use the canopy space. The materials use are also fully safety 
checked and meet accepted British and European standards.

Our timber canopies can be enhanced with the addition of lights and heating to extend the 
opportunities for the space to be used. They can be stained in a range of colours to fit in with the 
surrounding buildings or wider environment. 

If you want to make the most of the big opportunity to enhance school life on your campus then the 
Tarnhow timber frame could be the option for you.  

The bigger the space, the bigger the benefit

The pictures show the finished canopy which is a colossal 35 metres long, by 11 metres wide 
and 5 metres high. It fits in perfectly with the surrounding buildings and turns what could have 
been dead space into the vibrant heart of the school day, with many pupils using if for dining 
and meeting.

This is a great example of how to transform a 
large, uncovered space. It showcases the 
beauty of a timber frame and how well the 
natural material works with the surrounding 
buildings. It also delivers the practical benefits 
that schools require. In this case, it was the 
provision of the maximum useable space that 
was safe and flexible. 

The Tarnhow Dome Free Standing Canopy 
allowed the space to be covered with no central 
supporting posts, meaning children could move 
freely under the canopy. The space can be used 
in many ways - dining, break times and even 
school events. This approach also delivered a 
cost-effective price that could not be achieved 
with other options, such as steel.
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No foundations? No problem  
This recent Coniston install at the Norwich 
School presented a unique problem. Because 
of historic nature of the site (close to the city?s 
historic cathedral) there would have been 
restrictions place on any ground works, as the 
area would have required archaeological 
investigation. That meant an alternative way to 
secure the canopy was required. The solution, 
as seen in the images, was to employ large 
planters and fill these with concrete to secure 
the posts. This meant the installation could take 
place at a time to suit the school and be 
completed efficiently. No need for Time Team 
on this occasion.  

 A new spin on the Grasmere 
The Grasmere is a popular choice to cycle 
shelter. It provides a unique, stand out look and 
natural finish for, what is, a functional use. This 
recent install at Orchardside School, Enfield 
added something new to the Grasmere 
experience.    

The specification was for Larch with a 
feathered edge (instead of our usual panels 
with visible gaps in between). This meant a 
bespoke approach to the galvanised frame 
and less gap between the slats. To complete 
the experience for users a light sensor was 
added to the back to activate lights as the sun 
goes down. The finished shelter demonstrates 
how a change in approach can be 
accommodated by the ever-reliable Grasmere 
without its unique appeal being compromised.  

Alternative Large Span 
The Tarnhow is not the only large span canopy that we have in our range. It is featured here 
because the timber frame is often a cheaper option than steel and the good looks of natural 
materials make it a stand out product. In some situations, our alternative options might be a better 
choice. They are:  

- Hamilton ? with a span of 11 metres and 
unlimited length, this canopy really can take on 
a big space. Durable and hard wearing, it?s 
perfect for playground or dining areas.

- Grange ? this flexible canopy can be doubled 
up to cover more space, value engineered for 
cost saving or used in mono pitch format as a 
free-standing option where fixing to a wall is not 
possible.

- Welford Dome ? like the Grange this is a highly 
flexible canopy. With a span of 6 metres and 
unlimited length it can take on some decent 
sized spaces. It works well as a walkway and 
playground cover.  
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The King of Canopies 
It doesn?t matter how many years we have been doing this or 
how many installs we have completed there is always 
something new to learn. That was the case at Braintcroft 
School. The project was sizeable with a series of Conistons 
required to provide walkway and classroom shelter. In total it 
was 75 metres of installation. That in itself was not too 
unique. Where the challenge, and therefore the learning 
came, was with the changes in floor height, the need to cover 
stairs and the deep projections that were required across the 
site. There were some real head scratchers involved which 
required some clear thinking and bespoke designs.   

One particular set of stairs required a bespoke solution of 
steel 80 x 80 steel posts at nearly 5m high to support a 
Coniston roof panel. There was also a bespoke design for a 
dog leg post that was required to ensure a connection 
between separate sections. With the other hips and valleys 
across the site it was a real task for the install team. 

This demonstrated the need for thorough and accurate surveying to ensure an error free installation 
process. 

What this project also did was to confirm yet again how great the Coniston is as a product. Its 
adaptability and simple engineering mean that it can be used to meet the challenges of complex 
installations.  
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Unless you have been living on a remote island 
for the last few months you cannot have 
escaped the talk around the new General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR). This new piece 
of legislation, designed to protect personal data, 
is the reason your inbox is clogged with emails 
asking you to renew your preferences and 
continue to receive the emails you currently get 
from your favourite brands, suppliers and 
publications.   

The reach of the GDPR is wide and we have 
been making our own provisions for the change 
to ensure that we continue to collect, use and 
store customer data legally and securely. 

As customers become more aware of the value 
of their data so, quite rightly, organisations will 
have to work harder to get them to part with it 
and then make some clear and simple 
commitments to use it responsibly.   

To get to technical for minute, to comply with the 
new regulation organisations must select a legal 
basis under which they will process customer 
data. There are 6 options to choose from.  We 
have decided to use legitimate interest as our 
legal basis for processing customer data.    

For more information on this please read our 

Privacy Policy on our website. We have made 
clear statements on why we collect, and how we 
use data. And, just as importantly, how long we 
will keep it for. This is essential as the nature of 
our customer relationships varies (some 
customers will be with us for years as we will 
have responsibilities related to guarantees and 
after sales, others will receive a quote and 
nothing else) and we must respect the needs of 
different customer types. 

GDPR is a positive move for both users and 
suppliers of data. It allows organisations to be 
clear with customers about why and how their 
data is used and in turn it should ensure that 
customers only receive information that is 
relevant, expected and timely. Which is a win 
win for everyone.  

New rules mean better outcomes  

There will be more on this project in a future edition of Outside Comfort Zone but its unique nature 
meant that it was worth a bit of a teaser now. 
The pictures show a bespoke use of our Tarnhow system and how it can be adapted to create a 
profitable space on a retail site. The robust glulam frame was perfect for this use as it not only looks 
great but can also stand up to the rigor of retail traffic. 
The side fills mean shoppers can see what?s going on inside and point of sale material can be added 
to promote products and pricing. With the addition of a security roller shutter door, power and lighting 
the space was soon ready for business and plants and garden accessories were soon flying off the 
shelves.

Talking Shop  
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Call: 0800 389 9072 | Email: sales@ablecanopies.co.uk
 

Follow us on our social sites to view new product info

 and recent installation photos for inspiration:

Twitter: @ablecanopies

Facebook: @AbleCanopies

For advice, consultation and information:
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Our Product Catalogue
If you would like a copy of our full product catalogue then let us know on 088 389 
9072 or sales@ablecanopeis.couk and we will get one out in the post to you. It 
contains wall you need to transform your outside space and keep those cycles 
secure. As well as our canopy systems the catalogue contains information on all 
our accessories and upgrades ? such as side fills, heating and lighting and colour 
options.

You can also download your copy from www.ablecanopies.co.uk

Essential Information for 
Architect & Specifiers 

Committed to service quality

Our dedicated specifiers site includes all the 
drawings, technical specifications and recent 
images that you could need to help your project. 
These user friendly details allow you to quickly 
compare different systems, roofing options and 
materials, enabling efficient, informative 
specifications to be made. Our whole product 
range is available allowing you to decide on the 
best solutions for walkways, dining areas, 
shelter, sun shade or all year round weather 
protection. For your own personalised access, 
contact us using the details below.

We are committed to the highest standards of 
customer service, which is independently 
audited wherever possible.
- External assessment of our quality through 

our achievement of ISO and CHAS 
requirements means that our service is 
delivered to a consistently high standard   

- We have achieved Constructionline Gold 
status ? meaning our approach to health & 
safety, environment & waste and equalities 
& diversity meet recognised standards   

- Each project will have a thorough site 
survey to ensure your requirements are 
fully understood and the installation can be 
completed with the minimum disruption   

- At all times our expert team is available to 
answer questions and help you with project 
timing and planning. 
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