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Welcome to the Autumn edition of Outside Comfort Zone. Inside you will find useful information and ideas to 
help you transform outdoor spaces with brilliant canopy and weather protection projects.

In this edition, the use of sustainable Glulam timber as a canopy material is put under the spotlight. The featured 
project shows how a large space can be turned into a useable area that brings new dimensions to school life 
and increases social interaction and outdoor activities.

We have also included information on our new canopies that give shelter to ticketing machines, a snippet on our 
exciting solar project at Bournemouth University and a couple of our more interesting recent installations.

We are part way through an exciting canopy project 
that uses solar panels on a grand scale. The new 
transport hub at Bournemouth University will feature a 
bespoke design based on our Free-Standing 
Kensington Dual Pitch system. These stylish, but 
robust, canopies will form the waiting shelters for the 

University?s bus park and will incorporate efficient, slim 
line solar panels from Poly Solar. There will be more 
detail to come on this project in future editions but for 
now the pictures below show the progress being made 
on site and the scale of the canopies.

Something new under the sun
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It pays to think big
We are immensely proud of all our 
installations but there are always 
the unique ones that stand out a 
little more than the others.

It could be the one where we get 
to use a new material for the first 
time or have had to overcome the 
challenges of a difficult site, or 
maybe we?ve had to develop a 
unique fixing to finish a job 
successfully. And sometimes it?s 
just because the project is big. In 
the world of canopies, size does 
matter! Our recently completed 
installation of a huge Tarnhow 
canopy is a great example of that.

The Brief
Jo Richardson Community School 
is a large school in east London. 
The School has around 1400 
pupils between 11 and 19 years of 
age.

In one part of the School there is a 
generous sized space that is 
enclosed on three sides by school 
buildings. The School has many 
courtyard spaces like this but this 
one is the busiest because it is 
next to the canteen and on the 
most direct route to the separate 
sports hall. As the space is 
uncovered it offers little shelter to 
pupils and staff. To transform this 
area, so that it could be protected 
and safe to use for dining, break 
times and other activities, the 
school wanted to cover it with a 
canopy.

Initially they requested a steel 
framed canopy with no central 
posts. This would allow maximum 
use of the space (with no posts to 
restrict the flow of people or 
potential uses). There were two 
major drawbacks to this approach. 
The first was cost. A steel 
structure large enough to cover 
the space and work without central 
posts would not be cheap. The 
second was that using a steel 
structure, that was big enough to 
fit the space, not be sympathetic to 
the surrounding buildings.

As this was such an important 
project it was essential that any 
solution satisfied both practical 
and aesthetic requirements. This 
can be seen in the rendered 
image below which shows how the 
all steel structure would have 
looked.

A second, more cost-effective 
option was then proposed. This 
still used steel but included posts 
that would support from the centre. 
This gives more flexibility to the 
installation process and reduces 
costs, but does place limitations 
on the use of the space and flow 
of pupils under the canopy.

In both cases a steel canopy was 
proving not to be the ideal option.

The Solution
To overcome the issues of using 
steel we suggested to the School 
that they consider our Tarnhow 
Dome Free Standing Timber 
Canopy. This would allow them to 
maximise the space, work within a 
manageable budget and use a 
material that would complement 
the existing buildings and make a 
strong and appealing visual 
statement. The Glulam Tarnhow is 
robust and flexible, making it an 
increasingly popular choice for 
school environments.

The final size was a canopy that 
measured 35 metres in length, by 
11metres wide, with a height of 5 
metres. This could be installed 
without central posts, thereby 
ensuring the space could be 
maximised and used for different 
activities and occasions.

While timber was not the first 
thought for the customer it proved 
to be the perfect choice. With its 
good looks, provision of effective 
weather protection and value for 
money price, it ensured the school 

achieved their project goal of a 
transformed space that would 
provide value for them well into the 
future.

Installation
The final installation not only gave 
the school everything they needed 
in terms of weather protection but 
it also looked extremely 
impressive with the dramatic lines 
of the wooden Tarnhow frame 
drawing the eye through the 
structure to the end wall. The 
substantial height of the canopy 
added to the feel of space and 
depth that will mean the school 
can use it for all sorts of activities 
and events and not just as a 
seating area.

It also allows a large number of 
pupils to move around the space 
safely with plenty of room for 
seating and other equipment, such 
as a hot snack trolley, to be 
used.

The installation itself was a 
textbook process with the frame 
going up quickly and then the roof 
panels being added to the 
structure. Our pre-installation visits 
and accurate measurements 
allowed us to have all the 
elements in place before the 
agreed installation date, meaning 
we could finish on time and on 
budget. We were even able to 
design and construct a neat 
bespoke solution where the 
canopy had to fit with the existing 
building ? see image above.

Above: Initial render of a Double Grange 
Freestanding Canopy in situ

Above: Initial render of a Hamilton Big 
Span Canopy in situ

·Glulam timber frame sourced 
from PEFC accredited timber 
merchants

·Timber frame is fire resistant 
to BS 5268

·Approved timber - complies 
with the requirements of British 
Standard BS EN 386: 2001
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This meant that the protection 
from rain and snow was complete 
wherever you were under the 
canopy and would allow the 
school to get the most from their 
new space all year round.

The aesthetic impact of a timber 
framed canopy is clear, but it is not 
just about good looks. They are 
sustainable, durable and fire 
resistant to recognised British 
Standards. This is a powerful 
combination that could make the 
Tarnhow the ideal choice to 
transform your outside space.

The Tarnhow timber frame can be 
finished in one of 12 stunning 
colours: Teak, Red Cedar, Walnut, 
Mahogany, Spruce, Light Oak, Mid 
Oak, Pine, Antique Pine, Cream 
Black & White.

Making an entrance 
Entrances to commercial buildings and industrial sites are often 
difficult spaces to cover. The balance between practical weather 
protection and aesthetic fit make for a design challenge. The 
examples below from recent installations show how our canopy 
systems can be used to meet the needs for shelter at distinctly 
different sites.

The Hilton Hotel in York commissioned our Kensington Mono Pitch 
free standing canopy to provide a clear focal point for the hotel 
entrance. This canopy is a robust construction that provides a 
dramatic, contemporary look that enhances the hotel?s entrance area.

BT Magna Park used two of our Welford Dome Junior Free Standing 
Canopies to provide cover to employees when they were entering and 
leaving the company?s Leicestershire site. The Welford Dome Junior 
gives cost effective cover over a sizeable area which allows staff to be 
protected at peak times, at the beginning and end of the day. Here the 
requirement is more practical over style, although the Welford Dome 
Junior still provides clean lines and an elegant finish.

The Abberton Entrance Canopy provides a cantilevered system option 
that removes the need for posts. Its modern ?industrial? looks make it 
ideal for modern environments. The perforated steel wall brackets 
provide stylish detailing and the tough polycarbonate roof panels give 
the required shelter, including high levels of UV protection. It can be 
ordered in unlimited lengths and has a maximum projection of 1.5m, 
making it a flexible canopy choice.

Don?t forget. You can access drawings and tech specs for all our canopies on our dedicated 
specifiers website. Call 0800 389 9072 for your personalised log in.



Just the ticket
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Call: 0800 389 9072 | Email: sales@ablecanopies.co.uk
 

Follow us on our social sites to view new product info

 and recent installation photos for inspiration:

Twitter: @ablecanopies

Facebook: @AbleCanopies

For advice, consultation and information:

BIM update

4

We have launched a new range of shelters that provide weather 
protection to your parking meters as well as your customers whilst they 
are paying for their parking permit in public carparks.

There are three shelters to choose from, which cover all budgets. The 
Briar Pay and Display Shelter is the most cost effective and can be 
manufactured to as little as 2.25m2(in floor space). This makes it perfect 
for keeping your pay and display machines sheltered from the weather 
whilst also offering shade and shelter to the carpark users whilst paying 
for their permits.

Each Parking Meter Canopy is constructed from a strong steel frame that 
is galvanised as standard for longevity and strength. This also avoids the 
unsightly appearance of a rusting shelter which nobody wants.

How is the new world of BIM working out for you? We 
have many of our objects on the NBS BIM Library 
which is great as it helps us to be where specifiers 
and designers are looking. So, we are there but is the 
audience? Well, overall, yes, it is. The number of 
unique views of our objects has increased each month 
(until everyone went on holiday in August!) and aside 
from one outlier cycle parking product the most 

downloaded canopies are just what we would hope 
for. A decent number of practices are viewing our 
pages (most in the UK but not all, which is the joy of 
no digital borders), which leads us to be pretty 
pleased with progress so far. Lots of room for growth 
of course but that?s ok because patience is a virtue 
that we have plenty of.

The Devil is in the detail
A recent installation presented us with a tricky site with limited space 
and a number of existing structures and potential obstructions. The 
survey also highlighted a potential issue as the canopy required was 
longer than the wall but this was not detailed on any drawings, so the 
need for a small goalpost became apparent, however with such a 
small space 2 posts would have cluttered the walkway.

As the image shows, we created a bespoke bracket with an offset 
plate to gain suitable fixing into the wall and provide adequate 
support for the rear steel beam that connected to a single post well 
out of the walkway.


