
ABLE CANOPIES
IN HIGHER EDUCATION
Welcom e. For many years we have successfully helped educational establishments add 
great value, high quality weather protection to their sites. By transforming outside space in 
this way, you can enhance your campus with outside learning and dining areas, efficient 
shelter between classrooms, safe cycle storage and high performing sun protection.

A 21st Century Bus Shelter
The lat est  in canopy design and 
innovat ion f rom  Able Canopies com bines 
pract ical weat her  shelt er  w it h solar  
energy generat ion for  a new t ranspor t  hub 
at  Bournem out h Universit y.

While students wait for the next bus for 
Bournemouth and the surrounding area, the 
shelter they sit under is busy harvesting the 
sun?s rays and converting that into useable 
energy.

To meet the requirements of the project the 
canopies had to be functional and stylish to 
fit with the wider design themes of the 
development. We did this by creating a 

bespoke design based on our stylish 
Kensington system. The addition of solar 
panels, effective drainage, plus seating and 
under canopy wind protection, were all 
elements that the adaptable Kensington 
could cope with.

There were also practical considerations. To 
help maintenance, access panels were 
installed in the 2 higher posts, one dealt with 
DC cables from the solar panels and the 
other with AC cables for the lighting. The final 
two lower posts on each canopy were 
designed to be integral rain water pipes and 
dispersed all water from the roof into a 
drainage connection below the paving.

Solar canopies installed at new transport hub at Bournemouth University. 



Large span gives big benefits
Installation of a huge Tarnhow is a big 
weather protection solution for a large 
uncovered space. It delivers the practical 
benefits that education requires - the 
maximum useable space that is safe and 
flexible to use. The Free Standing Tarnhow 
Dome allows space to be covered with no 
central supporting posts, meaning people 
can move freely under the canopy. This also 
allows the space to be used in many ways ? 
dining, break times and even  events. This 
approach also delivers a cost-effective price 
that could not be achieved with other 
options, such as steel.

The picture shows a finished canopy which is 
a colossal 35 metres long, by 11 metres wide 

and 5 metres high. It fits in perfectly with the 
surrounding buildings and turns what could 
have been dead space into the vibrant heart 
of the campus day, with many students using 
it for dining and socializing.

Meeting the Challenge of Difficult Spaces
The adaptable nature of our canopies means that 
they can be designed to meet architectural and 
planning requirements and the challenges posed 
by sites where boundaries are not true and where 
the ground may rise 

and fall.

A good example of 
this was a project in 
North London 
where a narrow
site, that dropped 550mm over the 23m length 
had to be tackled. There was also a need for safety 
walkways, to aid cleaning and maintenance, along 
with the use of toughened glass. The pictures 
show our stylish solution that provides to 
necessary cover and meets the need for safety.

We used our Kensington system which uses a 
contemporary steel frame and can be adapted to 
take different roof panels (e.g. solar) and other 
modifications such as customised drainage and 
the addition of the safety walkway. This was made 
form fibreglass and provides a high degree of slip 
resistance.



This stylish entrance 
canopy, recently fitted at 
Warwick University, had 
some fixing challenges, 
but on completion 

A Practical Application

Style &  Substance
We have seen an increasing demand for 
timber canopies that add style and practical 
space to universities, colleges and schools. 
Their flexible use means that can be wall 
mounted, where they add shade and shelter 
to an existing building. When used as 
standalone structures our Tarnhow range of 
timber canopies provide a focal point for 

activity. They are durable, safe and 
sustainable, meaning they can be purchased 
with confidence, knowing that they will be of 
benefit for many years.

The pictures show some recent installations. 
These show how practical the space is that 
they create and how well they fit in with their 
surrounding buildings.

Versatility built in - why our Coniston could be the answer to all your canopy questions

Our Coniston is a tried and tested winner that will give you 
everything that you want from a canopy.

- From the shortest to the longest. We have installed a 
Coniston as small as 1.5m x 800mm at one end of the scale 
and one that ran for over 100m at the other. The modular 
system means that the Coniston can adapt to any length of 
installation.

- Around the hips and into the valleys. When shelter is 
required to wrap around a building or to run into alcoves, 
then the Coniston is a great choice. 

- Safe and secure. The Coniston is made from robust materials 
that are CE marked and guaranteed.  

The system comes with a full 10-year guarantee with up to a 
25-year life expectancy. It is a fully aluminium structure which is 
covered with polycarbonate roof panels which block up to 99% of 
harmful UV rays.

You can view our product 
information in the NBS BIM Library. 

Able &  BIM

We have over 70 approved objects in the 
library. Where you will find the drawings and 
product information you need in convenitent 
formants. You can find us at: 
www.nationalbimlibrary.com 

provided practical shelter and a ?sign post? for 
the entrance to the building.

http://www.nationalbimlibrary.com
http://www.nationalbimlibrary.com


Our Commitment to Quality
We are committed to the highest standards of customer service and product quality.

These are not just nice words to make you feel better. We have used our 15 years of 
experience in the design, manufacture and installation of canopies and weather protection 

structures to develop a set of service principles that our customers can rely on.

Our service
- External assessment of our quality and service through our achievement of ISO and 

CHAS requirements means that you can be sure that our service is delivered to a 
consistently high standard

- We have achieved Constructionline Gold status ? meaning our approach to health & 
safety, environment & waste and equalities & diversity meets high standards

- Each project will have a thorough site survey to ensure your requirements are fully 
understood and the installation can be completed with the minimum disruption

- Our highly professional and experienced installation teams will complete your project 
and they will do that safely, efficiently and tidily, causing the minimum disruption to 
your premises

- At the end of the project we will continue to give support through our after sales 
service, ensuring your canopy is performing as it should and is delivering all the use 
and protection that you require

Our products

- Our products are constructed from strong and durable aluminium meaning we can give 
guarantees of up to 10 years on canopies where aluminium is used and life expectancy 
of up to 25 years

- CE marking is a requirement for construction products and gives our canopies an 

additional level of quality, meaning you should always choose a supplier whose products 

have qualified for the CE mark
- The integral guttering, which is a hallmark of our canopies, means that they look good 

and manage water runaway efficiently
- Our timber canopies use sustainable approved timber that complies with British 

Standard BS EN 386: 2001

For advice, consultation and information:

Call: 0800 389 9072 |  Em ail: sales@ablecanopies.co.uk


