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Event Roundup
13th Annual Credit and Bankruptcy 
Event Returns to Mohegan Sun

ABI joined the New York Institute of Credit and 
Turnaround Management Association chapters in 
Connecticut and Northeast for the 13th Annual 

Credit and Bankruptcy Symposium, held at the Mohegan 
Sun Resort in Uncasville, Conn. More than 80 profes-
sionals from the northeast region attended sessions on 
blockchain developments and financing opportunities in 
the cannabis business.
 Judicial faculty included Hon. Sean H. Lane (U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court (S.D.N.Y.); New York), Hon. Julie 
A. Manning (U.S. Bankruptcy Court (D. Conn.); 
Bridgeport) Hon. Stacey L. Meisel (U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court (D. N.J.);  Newark),  Hon. Ann M. Nevins 
(U.S. Bankruptcy Court (D. Conn.); New Haven) and 
Hon. Christopher J. Panos (U.S. Bankruptcy Court 

(D. Mass.); Boston). The event hosts thank sponsors 
Arent Fox LLP; Burns & Levinson LLP; KCP Advisory 
Group LLC; Next Edge Capital; Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP; Prestige Capital; RJ Reuter; SM Financial 
Services Corporation; and Validity Finance, LLC for 
their financial support.

Portable Mediation Training Held in Boston

 ABI’s first three-hour bankruptcy mediation program 
was held May 9 at Suffolk University School of Law in 
Boston. Designed for both consumer and business attor-
neys, the program went beyond “mediation 101” to stimu-
late creative usage of mediation to resolve disputes. The 
program covered the phases of mediation:

• Pre-Mediation Conference: Meeting with the mediator 
before the mediation is the surest way to plan for a suc-
cessful session and is akin to a final pre-trial conference. 
• Mediation Session: The basic outline provided how 
the mediator leads the process to achieve a settlement 
through supervised negotiations.
• Caucuses and Breakouts: Counsel and parties 
learned why private “ex parte meetings’’ with the 
mediator are permissible and how such interactions, 
along with plenary sessions, might aid in achieving a 
successful outcome.
• Putting It on the Record: Putting a settlement on the 
record through counsel, with the sworn acceptance of 
the parties, is the best way to preserve the deal.

 A concluding role-play put the phases together for 
attendees. ABI thanks the organizers and faculty: Hon. 
Louis H. Kornreich (ret.) (Bernstein Shur; Portland, 
Maine), John G. Loughnane (Nutter McClennen & 
Fish, LLP; Boston), Christine E. Devine (Mirick, 
O’Connell; Westborough, Mass.), Hon. Joan N. Feeney 
(U.S. Bankruptcy Court (D. Mass.); Boston) and John J. 
Monaghan (Holland & Knight LLP; Boston).  abi

The “Views from the Bench” panel discussed changing bankruptcy 
jurisprudence, and practice tips and advice on recent trends. Andrew I. 
Silfen (Arent Fox LLP; New York) (r) served as moderator and Joshua W. 
Cohen (Day Pitney LLP; New Haven, Conn.) (second from right) served as 
facilitator, and the panel included (from left) Hon. Stacey L. Meisel (U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court (D. N.J.); Newark), Hon. Sean H. Lane (U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court (S.D.N.Y.); New York), Hon. Christopher J. Panos (U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court (D. Mass.); Boston) and Hon. Julie A. Manning (U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court (D. Conn.); Bridgeport).

John J. Monaghan (Holland & Knight LLP; Boston), Christine E. Devine 
(Mirick O’Connell; Westborough, Mass.), John G. Loughnane (Nutter 
McClennen & Fish, LLP; Boston), Retired Judge Louis H. Kornreich 
(Bernstein Shur; Portland, Maine) and Bankruptcy Judge Joan N. Feeney 
(D. Mass.; Boston) (from left, facing the camera) were among those who 
participated in the mediation program held at Suffolk School of Law.

Todd Sherer (Entrepreneur Growth Capital; New York), Stuart Rosenthal 
(Prestige Capital Corp.; Fort Lee, N.J.), James Franz (Next Edge Capital; 
Buffalo, N.Y.), Jordan Allen (Reich Bros Finance, LLC; Chicago) and Scott 
Moskol (Burns & Levinson LLP; Boston) (l-r) led the “New Opportunities in 
Asset-Based Lending” panel.
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Members in the News

Oak Point Partners announced that Carrie 
E. Essenfeld has joined the firm’s New 
York office as vice president and coun-

sel. She will continue the long-term relation-
ships that she developed in her 15 years of pri-
vate practice with the firm. Ms. Essenfeld has 
been an ABI member since 2010.
 Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC 
announced that Lisa S. Gretchko has been select-
ed for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America 
for 2019 for bankruptcy and creditor/debtor 
rights, insolvency and reorganization law, as well 
as commercial litigation. Her practice includes 
creditors’ rights and commercial litigation, and 
she has represented nearly every constituency in 
bankruptcy court, including secured creditors, 
unsecured creditors’ committees, landlords, licen-
sors of intellectual property, customers, suppliers, 
business debtors and trustees, and has litigated 
many of the issues that arise in the context of 
bankruptcy law. In addition, Ms. Gretchko was 
recently selected as a Michigan Super Lawyer, 
Michigan Rising Star and one of the “Top 50 
Women Lawyers in Michigan.” An ABI member 
since 1992, she serves as ABI’s Vice President-
Publications and is a member of the advisory 
board of ABI’s Shapero Cup Regional Moot 
Court Competition and Symposium.
 Marc J. Carmel recently joined the Business 
Restructuring Services Group of McDonald 
Hopkins LLC in Chicago and has been appoint-
ed as one of the co-heads of the firm’s new 
Litigation Finance Group. He has two decades of 
experience representing public and private com-
panies, private-equity and other investment firms, 
directors and executives, lenders, committees and 
equityholders. Mr. Carmel advises clients regard-
ing strategic alternatives, including out-of-court 
and in-court restructurings and bankruptcies, 
mergers and acquisitions, refinancings, recapital-
izations, sales, fiduciary duties and governance 
matters. He has been an ABI member since 2001.
 For the ninth consecutive year, Midwest-
based Plunkett Cooney has been ranked as one 
of the “Best Law Firms” in the nation by U.S. 
News and Best Lawyers for 2019. ABI mem-
bers with the firm include Joseph M. Ammar, 
Douglas C. Bernstein, Michael A. Fleming, 
Patrick C. Lannen and David A. Lerner.
 National Creditors Bar Association present-
ed its 2018 Community Service Award to Bass 
& Associates, PC. Patti H. Bass has been an 
ABI member since 1987.
 Robinson & Cole LLP announced that 
Natalie D. Ramsey and Davis Lee Wright have 
joined the firm as partners, along with Katherine 
M. Fix as an associate. Based in the firm’s 

Wilmington, Del., and Philadelphia offices, Ms. 
Ramsey has practiced in bankruptcy and corpo-
rate reorganizations for more than three decades. 
She is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy and will chair the firm’s Bankruptcy 
Practice Group, together with current co-chairs 
Michael R. Enright and Patrick M. Birney. 
Ms. Ramsey has been an ABI member since 
1991 and previously served on the advisory 
board of ABI’s Complex Financial Restructuring 
Program. Based in Wilmington, Del., Mr. Wright 
has represented secured and unsecured creditors, 
creditors’ committees, committee members, 
trustees, and debtors in chapter 7, 11 and 15 
proceedings. He has also represented public and 
private companies in their restructuring efforts, 
including out-of-court workouts, “prepackaged” 
bankruptcies and other types of reorganizations. 
Mr. Wright has been an ABI member since 2017. 
Based in Philadelphia, Ms. Fix’s practice encom-
passes bankruptcy and corporate restructuring 
matters, including representing companies and 
creditors in chapter 11 reorganizations. She has 
been an ABI member since 2014. 
 Stretto announced that it has acquired 
CINgroup and its Best Case Bankruptcy/
CINcompass® software and data-services plat-
forms. This acquisition complements Stretto’s 
portfolio of bankruptcy-related services and 
technology solutions with the addition of soft-
ware and data resources designed to support 
legal professionals engaged in bankruptcy 
matters. ABI members with California-based 
Stretto include Dave Beltran, Sheryl Betance, 
Jason Bouzos, Jonathan A. Carson, Anthony 
Facciano, Corey Happel, Eric S. Kurtzman, 
Jeffrey Ledda, Sean McGuire, Katrina 
McLean, Steve Moore, Tanya Olson, Austin 
Smith, Brian J. Soper, Cristina M. Terrasini, 
Melinda Teter, Christopher J. Updike, Travis 
K. Vandell, Alexa Westmoreland, Morgan R. 
Wisbey and Vanessa Yaptangco.
 Lathrop Gage LLP announced that Robert 
J. Haupt has joined the firm’s Kansas City, 
Mo., office as a partner in its Bankruptcy, 
Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Team. His 
experience includes insolvency, commercial and 
civil litigation and a background in commercial 
real estate development and management. An 
ABI member since 2003, Mr. Haupt has served 
as a court-appointed receiver of hotels, resorts, 
golf courses and land developments.
 The Mid-South Commercial Law Institute 
has announced the election of Paul G. Jennings 
of Bass, Berry & Sims PLC and Amanda M. 
Stofan of Farinash & Stofan to its board of 
directors. In addition, Tracy M. Lujan of Klein 

Robert J. Haupt

Marc J. Carmel

Lisa S. Gretchko

Patti H. Bass
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Solomon, PLLC has been elected vice presi-
dent/president-elect and Jeffrey W. Maddux of 
Chambliss Bahner & Stophel, PC will be immedi-
ate past president. Based in Nashville, Tenn., Mr. 
Jennings has been an ABI member since 1997, 
and Ms. Lujan has been an ABI member since 
2018. Based in Chattanooga, Tenn., Ms. Stofan 
has been an ABI member since 2012, and Mr. 
Maddux has been an ABI member since 2014.
 Megan W. Murray has joined Buchanan 
Ingersoll Rooney PC as an associate in Tampa, 
Fla. She represents secured and unsecured 
creditors, corporations, business owners, goods 
providers, landlords, tenants and bankruptcy 
trustees in resolving contract disputes, insol-
vency and collection proceedings, commercial 
mortgage workouts and restructurings, asset-
based and non-asset-based lending disputes of 
all types, real property and leasing transactions. 
Ms. Murray has been an ABI member since 
2009 and serves as newsletter editor or ABI’s 
Real Estate Committee.
 Leon R. Barson announced the launch of 
Barson Advisory LLC in West Conshohocken, 
Pa. He practiced for more than 28 years as a 
creditors’ rights attorney, and he has been an 
ABI member since 2001. Barson Advisory is a 
boutique financial advisory firm that provides 
corporate restructuring and turnaround services 
to middle-market companies, creditors, inves-
tors and other stakeholders in distressed and 
special situations.
 Barnes & Thornburg LLP announced 
that James E. Van Horn  has joined the 
firm’s Finance, Insolvency and Restructuring 
Department in Washington, D.C., as a partner. 
He works with senior management, investors, 
creditors and other stakeholders in matters rang-
ing from out-of-court workouts and pre-packaged 
and pre-arranged chapter 11 reorganizations 
to cramdown reorganization plans and sales of 
substantially all assets. Mr. Van Horn is a certi-
fied public accountant, a certified insolvency and 
restructuring advisor, and a certified valuation 
analyst. An ABI member since 2006, he serves 
on the advisory board of ABI’s Delaware Views 
from the Bench program and is an ABI Director.
 Conway MacKenzie announced that Chief 
Executive Officer Donald S. MacKenzie 
received the “Turnaround Consultant of the 
Year” award by The M&A Advisor. Based in 
New York, his experience includes insolvency 
and bankruptcy matters, turnaround and crisis 
management, mergers and acquisitions, trans-
action financing, and corporate renewal. Mr. 
MacKenzie has been an ABI member since 1991.
 Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP announced that 
Jeffrey D. Pawlitz has joined the firm as partner 
in its Business Reorganization and Restructuring 
Department in New York. He has represented 

debtors, creditors, investors and others in restruc-
turing matters, including chapter 11 cases, cross-
border matters and out-of-court restructurings. 
Mr. Pawlitz has been an ABI member since 2018.
 AlixPartners LLP announced that Carrianne 
Basler, a managing director in the firm’s 
Turnaround and Restructuring Practice in 
Chicago, has been named as chair of the 2018-19 
Executive Board of Directors of the International 
Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation. A 23-year veteran of the firm, she 
succeeds Jennifer M. McLemore of Williams 
Mullen in Richmond, Va. Ms. Basler has advised 
and assisted senior managements experienc-
ing challenging situations, and her experience 
includes contingency planning, contract nego-
tiations, litigation management, treasury issues, 
business planning, case administration and risk 
management. An ABI member since 2017, she is 
a former coordinating editor for the ABI Journal.
 Butler Snow LLP announced that three 
attorneys have been recognized by Chambers 
USA. Based in Ridgeland, Miss., Christopher 
R. Maddux and Stephen W. Rosenblatt were 
recognized for corporate/commercial bank-
ruptcy. Mr. Maddux has been an ABI member 
since 2003, and Mr. Rosenblatt has been an ABI 
member since 1988. Based in Dallas, Martin A. 
Sosland was recognized for bankruptcy/restruc-
turing. He has been an ABI member since 2013.
 GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group LLC 
announced that Melissa Scott has joined the 
firm’s Dallas office as senior managing director. 
Her primary role will be in expanding the firm’s 
core service offerings: bankruptcy, restructur-
ing, forensic accounting and litigation support 
in health care-related transactions. Ms. Scott 
brings more than 21 years of experience in the 
health care industry, and her specialties include 
forensic analytics, litigation support, internal 
audit and enterprise risk management, compli-
ance programs and revenue cycle, as well as 
commercial and government payer claim audits 
and focus arrangement reviews. Ms. Scott has 
been an ABI member since 2018.
 Richards, Layton & Finger, PA announced 
that director Mark D. Collins has been chosen 
as a “Top Lawyer” in bankruptcy and business 
in Delaware Today’s annual list of the best law-
yers in Delaware for the fourth time. Based in 
Wilmington, Del., he has served as counsel to 
large troubled companies, secured creditors, 
debtor-in-possession lenders, creditors’ com-
mittees, boards of directors, and acquirers of 
businesses and assets in large corporate chapter 
11 cases, pre-packaged chapter 11 cases, chap-
ter 15 cases and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. 
Collins has been an ABI member since 1993 and 
has served on the steering committee of ABI’s 
“40 Under 40” program.  abi
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Consumer Commission Final Report 
Rollout Is Far and Wide

The final report of the ABI Commission on Consumer 
Bankruptcy was released on April 12 during the 
Annual Spring Meeting in Washington, D.C. The 

online version was viewed more than 1,500 times in the 
first three weeks, and more than 900 interested parties 
downloaded the full 250-page report during that same peri-
od. The report was also sent to all bankruptcy judges, the 
Bankruptcy Rules Committee and members of Congress. 
The report has been mentioned in more than 800 news sto-
ries (print and electronic), and featured in the Wall Street 
Journal, Bloomberg BNA and Reuters.
 The report contains nearly 50 discrete recommenda-
tions to improve the consumer bankruptcy system and 
will be discussed at CLE conferences, beginning with the 
National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys 
event, which was held last month in Cleveland. Senate 
and House staff have requested briefings on the recom-
mendations contained in the report, including the student 
loan recommendations.
 O n  M a y  9 ,  t h e 
U.S. Trustee Program 
(USTP) cited the report 
in a brief filed in the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Western District 
of Missouri. In this 
case, a law firm was 
prevented from using a 
factoring model to col-
lect attorneys’ fees. The 
report takes a position, 
which was adopted by 
the USTP, that express-
ly disapproves of attor-
ney fee factoring agree-
ments between debtors’ 

attorneys and third-party collectors. ABI will also host a 
series of podcasts this summer and fall, featuring members 
of the Commission, on selected recommendations from the 
report. Be sure to check out ConsumerCommission.abi.org 
for more information.

Veterans Task Force Meets at ABI Annual 
Spring Meeting in April
 ABI’s Veterans and Servicemembers Affairs Task 
Force had a productive all-hands meeting at this year’s 
Annual Spring Meeting, held in mid-April in Washington, 
D.C., making this an opportune time to update ABI mem-
bers on the Task Force’s efforts over the past year.

HAVEN Act (S. 679)
 The Honoring American Veterans in Extreme Need 
(HAVEN) Act of 2019 was introduced in the Senate in 
March and now has up to 30 sponsors in the Senate. It cur-
rently resides with the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 The Legislative Committee of the Task Force (the 
“Tiger Team”) has worked diligently to provide useful 
information to Congress. When the companion bill is filed 
in the House, it will be referred to its Judiciary Committee. 
The Tiger Team can provide you with information to dis-
cuss with your local representative’s staff. The overall 
goal — in addition to the bill’s passage — is to keep the 
drafts of the bill as free of amendments as possible.

Committee Updates
 The Pro Bono Committee will work with ABI’s 
staff and the Financial Education Committee to compile 
resources that can act as a clearinghouse to connect veter-
ans and servicemembers who need help with those who are 
willing to provide pro bono services across the nation. 
 The Pro Bono Committee will also search for ways to 
help Coast Guard members with the financial issues caused 
by the recent lapse in appropriations. Coast Guard person-
nel (unlike other uniformed services) were not paid during 
the most recent lapse in government appropriations (the 
government shutdown). The Pro Bono committee will also 
help coordinate local pro bono efforts during NCBJ’s 2020 
conference in San Diego.
 The Financial Education Committee is work-
ing with ABI’s staff to develop and populate a web-
site (veterans. abi.org) and a Twitter account (@
VetAffairsTF) while also exploring how best to coor-
dinate with the Pro Bono Committee’s efforts. These 
efforts include providing information via the web-
page and coordinating with Credit Abuse Resistance 
Education (CARE) to create pilot financial education 
programs for high schools run by the Department of 
Defense on military bases.
 The Tribal Affairs Committee engages with tribes 
(both federally and state-recognized tribes) and non-
profits associated with Native American veterans, as 
well as with the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Veterans 
Administration. One large challenge is that alternative 

What’s Happening at ABI

Retired Bankruptcy Judge Eugene R. Wedoff, an ex officio member of the 
ABI Consumer Commission, was interviewed by various media outlets in 
ABI’s studios about the final report.
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ways of reaching those in need — internet-based outreach 
and education — are limited, because approximately one-
third of the reservations have no access to the internet. 
The committee is also exploring the idea of using tribal 
school systems to work with CARE for educational out-
reach. Many reservation residents have already received 
pro bono chapter 7 services.
 Next, the Outreach Committee is connecting with vari-
ous veterans’ service organizations, as well as to the Navy 
JAG officers to help them perform effective legal assis-
tance triage (where to send people with specific financial 
needs). Leaders of the American Legion also expressed 
interest in working with the Task Force as well.

Volunteers Always Welcome
The entire Veterans Task Force is 
energized by its mission, and they can 
always use additional enthusiastic vol-
unteers to help with projects. If you 
are interested, please reach out to Task 
Force Chair John W. Ames (Bingham 
Greenebaum Doll LLP; Louisville, Ky.) 
at james@bgdlegal.com. Please visit 
veterans.abi.org for future updates.

ABI Journal Is Looking for Associate and 
Coordinating Editors to Serve in 2020
 Do you look forward to reading the ABI Journal every 
month and want to get more involved? ABI welcomes 
members to write for the Journal, but you can also take 
your involvement a step further: The ABI Journal Editorial 
Board is seeking qualified candidates to serve in 2020 as 
associate editors and coordinating editors.
 Associate editors review completed articles that are 
assigned to them prior to their publication. Ideal candi-
dates need to be cognizant of thoroughly checking cita-
tions, be conscious of an article’s tone, and note whether 
any additional information should be included (such as a 
court decision that might have come down since the article 
was submitted). Associate editors review anywhere from 
1-3 articles per issue, and the review period is typically 
two business days. Associate editors do not contact authors 
directly with questions or comments.
 Coordinating editors are responsible for finding authors 
to cover assigned slots throughout the year for specified 
Journal columns. There can be up to two coordinating edi-
tors for most columns, but some columns only require one 
editor. The ABI Journal has more than 30 columns that run 
throughout the year. In order to ensure a broad range of 
topics and submissions, coordinating editors are asked not 
to solicit or select directly from their firms for all or most 
of the slots.
 For more information about the Journal’s guidelines 
(including column descriptions), check out the Submission 
Guidelines page at abi.org/abi-journal. If you are interest-
ed in one of these positions, please send your resume, a 
brief letter of interest and, for coordinating editor appli-
cants, a list of preferred columns to ABI Managing Editor 
Elizabeth A. Stoltz at estoltz@abiworld.org by July 1. 

The executive-level editors will make their selections 
based on the positions that are available. ABI membership 
is required to serve on the editorial board.

CBS News Legal Analyst to Keynote 2019 
ABI Luncheon at NCBJ

The ABI luncheon keynote at this 
y e a r ’ s  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f 
Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) will focus 
on the inner workings of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, as the Court will be 
in the first month of its new term dur-
ing the Nov. 1 event in Washington, 
D.C. This year’s remarks will come 
from Jan Crawford, CBS News’s 
chief legal correspondent who contrib-

utes regularly to the “CBS Evening News,” “CBS This 
Morning” and “Face the Nation,” as well as CBS News 
Radio and CBSNews.com.
 Ms. Crawford is a recognized authority on the Supreme 
Court whose 2007 book, Supreme Conflict: The Inside 
Story of the Struggle for the Control of the United States 
Supreme Court (Penguin Press), gained critical acclaim 
and became an instant New York Times Bestseller. She 
began covering the Court in 1994 for the Chicago Tribune 
and went on to become a law and political correspondent 
for all ABC News programs, a Supreme Court analyst for 
“The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer” on PBS, and a legal 
analyst for CBS News’s “CBS Evening News” and “Face 
the Nation.” She has reported on most of the major judi-
cial appointments and confirmation hearings of the past 
15 years and amassed crucial sources in the White House, 
the Justice Department and Congress along the way.
 Chief Justice John Roberts granted his first network 
television interview to Ms. Crawford, just one of the rare 
interviews she was able to obtain with a total of five of the 
Court’s current members, as well as retired Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor. She also sat down with then-86-year-old 
Justice John Paul Stevens in his first television interview, 
as well as Justices Clarence Thomas, Antonin Scalia and 
Stephen Breyer.
 Her in-depth reports on the Bush Administration’s 
legal war on terror and her exclusive reports on controver-
sial interrogation techniques used for terror suspects have 
received wide acclaim and been credited with being a cata-
lyst for congressional hearings. Washingtonian Magazine 
has also named her one of Washington’s top journalists.
 Ms. Crawford began her journalistic career at the 
Tribune in 1987, joining the legal affairs beat in 1993 
after her graduation from the University of Chicago Law 
School. The newspaper awarded her with its highest award 
in 2001 for her role on a team of reporters covering the 
presidential election of 2000 and the legal battles over the 
White House. She won the same prize for her 13-part series 
on the post-civil rights South, a project that brought her 
back to her native Alabama.
 Ms. Crawford graduated from the University of 
Alabama in 1987. She has taught journalism at American 
University and frequently speaks about the Court to uni-

John W. Ames
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versities, law schools, legal organizations and civic groups 
across the nation. She is a member of the New York Bar.
 For more information on this event, visit ncbj.org.

Vive la France: ABI International 
Symposium Returns to Paris

This fall, join ABI 
a n d  o u r  p a r t n e r 
organizations as we 
meet in the City of 
Light. Throughout 
two days of global 
bankruptcy educa-
tion, hear from nota-
ble speakers in ses-
sions organized by 

INSOL International, TMA-Europe, International 
Insolvency Institute and IWIRC, as well as a keynote on 
AI, Innovation and the Future by Dr. Rand Hindi, the co-
founder and CEO of Snips, the bold new company that 
aims to make technology so effortless it disappears from 
our consciousness. The program will also feature a dis-
cussion on recent cases by Hon. Cecelia G. Morris (U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court (S.D.N.Y.); Poughkeepsie).
 Please join program chair Ian G. Williams (RSM 
Restructuring; London) and Dr. Annerose Tashiro 
(Schultze & Braun GmbH; Achern, Germany) Nov. 14-15 
at the five-star Intercontinental Hotel in the heart of Paris. 
For more information or to register, visit abi.org/events.

May Episode of “Eye on Bankruptcy” 
Now Available Online

 The May episode of “Eye on Bankruptcy” featured 
host Prof. Charles J. Tabb (University of Illinois College 
of Law; Champaign, Ill.) in conversation with Hon. 
Richard E. Fehling (U.S. Bankruptcy Court (E.D. Pa.); 
Reading) and Jennifer M. McLemore (Williams Mullen; 
Richmond, Va.). They discussed six recent opinions, 
including the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on non-judi-
cial foreclosure, along with another FDCPA case from the 
Eleventh Circuit on whether certain collection letters on 

time-barred debt violates the Act. They also discussed the 
newest Second Circuit case on make-whole premiums, as 
well as several statutory interpretation cases. 
 “Eye on Bankruptcy” is a free web series for ABI mem-
bers, and CLE credit is available. Episodes air at 1 p.m. ET 
on the last Thursday of each month. For an episode archive 
and more information, visit eyeonbankruptcy.com.

ABI Attends NACBA Annual Meeting

 ABI was present at the annual meeting of the National 
Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys in 
Cleveland last month to provide information and answer 
questions about the Final Report of the ABI Commission 
on Consumer Bankruptcy. The report was released in April 
and is available at ConsumerCommission.abi.org. For 
more news about the Consumer Commission, see p. 49.

New abiLive Program: Getting the Best 
Deal for Your Client: § 363 Sales vs.  
Out-of-Court Sales
 Join ABI’s Asset Sales Committee at 12 p.m. ET 
June 11 for a free online webinar discussing the ben-
efits and disadvantages of conducting a sale of assets 
pursuant to § 363 of the Bankruptcy Code compared to 
an out-of-court sale. The webinar will provide a general 
introduction to these issues and give experienced practi-
tioners a nuanced high-level analysis of applicable case 
law, hot-button issues, pitfalls to avoid and war stories 
from the trenches. 
 Register today at abi.org/events; CLE is available.

New Edition of Problems in the Code 
Available at the ABI Store
 Howard Brod Brownstein (The Brownstein Corp.; 
Conshohocken, Pa.) has edited a second edition of 
Problems in the Code, his compendium of pieces that 
have appeared in the ABI Journal’s column (available at 
abi.org/abi-journal). These articles, published from 2011-

Membership Engagement Manager Robin Davis (l) and Membership 
Director Chris Thackston talked to NACBA attendees about the Consumer 
Commission’s Final Report and answered general questions about ABI.

Ian G. Williams Dr. Annerose Tashiro

Jennifer M. McLemore (Williams Mullen; Richmond, Va.) (l) and Chief 
Bankruptcy Judge Richard E. Fehling (E.D. Pa.; Reading) were guests on 
the May episode of “Eye on Bankruptcy.”



In
si

d
e 

A
B

I

52

19, span a period when both the ABI Commission to 
Study the Reform of Chapter 11 and the more recent ABI 
Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy heard testimony 
and published their reports. Recommendations from both 
commissions form the backdrop of legislation that is being 
introduced in Congress this year to correct some of these 
perceived “problems.” 

This book, published in 
accessible digital formats 
for the iPad, Kindle or other 
tablets, provides a deep 
analysis of areas where 
the Code creates troubling 
conflicts or deficiencies for 
both distressed companies 
and individual debtors. 
Organized into useful topic 
categories, Problems in the 
Code, Second Edition will 
be an invaluable resource 
to both business and con-
sumer practitioners. 

 Purchase today at store.abi.org (be sure to log in with 
your ABI credentials to secure member pricing).

Supreme Court Roundup
 In the term ending in June, the 
U.S. Supreme Court will have tackled 
three bankruptcy cases. One in particu-
lar could be the most consequential in 
years, depending on how the justices 
rule. ABI Editor-at-Large Bill Rochelle 
has provided the following briefs on 
these important cases. Be sure to sub-
scribe to Rochelle’s Daily Wire, which 
features a summary of a breaking bank-
ruptcy case via email every weekday morning. For more 
information, visit abi.org/newsroom/daily-wire.

Taggart and Stay Violations
 T h e  p r e m i e r  c a s e  t h i s  t e r m  i s  T a g g a r t  v . 
Lorenzen, 18-489 (Sup. Ct.); see supremecourt.gov/
search. aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/
public/18-489.html. In this case, the justices heard oral 
argument on April 24. The Court will decide whether 
some formulation of good faith is a defense to violating 
the discharge injunction under § 524.
 The justices are reviewing Lorenzen v. Taggart (In re 
Taggart), 888 F.3d 438 (9th Cir. April 23, 2018, rehear-
ing denied Sept. 7, 2018), where the Ninth Circuit ruled 
that a good-faith belief that a debt was not discharged is a 
defense to contempt, even if the belief was “unreasonable.” 
The circuits are split, because the First Circuit held just 
five weeks after Taggart that good faith is no defense to a 
violation of discharge. IRS v. Murphy, 892 F.3d 29 (1st Cir. 
June 7, 2018).
 In the Supreme Court, the creditor accused of contempt 
conceded that the belief in the inapplicability of the injunc-
tion must be objectively reasonable. At oral argument, 
Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. seemed to believe that 

good faith should not be a defense. If the Court adopts his 
approach, law on contempt for a stay violation will be large-
ly unchanged, depending on exactly what the opinion says.
 On the other hand, the protections afforded by bank-
ruptcy will diminish dramatically if the Court adopts some 
formulation of a good-faith defense. In many (if not most) 
cases, creditors can concoct a colorable argument that the 
stay does not apply. If good faith is a defense, debtors will 
more frequently be put to the task of enforcing the stay. 
With contempt not available, defense of the stay will be 
at the debtor’s expense because the bankruptcy court will 
be unable to assess attorneys’ fees against the offending 
creditor. Unable to afford counsel, many debtors will have 
no alternative but to pay a discharged debt.
 Taggart dealt with contempt of the discharge injunc-
tion. Whatever the Court has to say about discharge will 
likely apply with equal force to contempt of the automatic 
stay under § 362. 
 Taggart was heard during the last week of arguments in 
the current term. The decision likely will not come down 
until June, perhaps late June. ABI will immediately report 
the result, assemble a team of experts and sponsor a live 
webinar to analyze the decision in depth. ABI’s report 
on oral argument in Taggart can be found at abi.org/
newsroom/daily-wire/supreme-court-hears-argument-on-
good-faith-as-defense-to-discharge-violation.

Mission Product and Trademarks
 On May 20, the Supreme Court handed down its 
decision in Mission Product Holdings Inc. v. Tempnology 
LLC, 17-1657 (Sup. Ct.), reversed the First Circuit and 
held that rejection of an executory trademark license does 
not bar the licensee from continuing to use the mark. As 
Justice Elena Kagan said, “A rejection breaches a contract 
but does not rescind it.”
 The opinion was almost unanimous, with Justice Neil 
M. Gorsuch dissenting; he believes that the petition for 
certiorari should have been dismissed as improvidently 
granted. In his view, the Court could not grant effective 
relief. Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote a concurring opinion 
to say that nondebtor parties to rejected trademark licenses 
may have more rights following rejection than parties to 
other types of intellectual property licenses whose rights 
are limited by § 363(n). The Court granted certiorari in 
October to resolve a split of circuits.
 The Supreme Court ruled that the Fourth Circuit was 
wrong almost 35 years ago when it held that rejection of 
an executory license for intellectual property precludes the 
nonbankrupt licensee from continuing to use the license. 
Lubrizol Enterprises Inc. v. Richmond Metal Finishers Inc., 
756 F.2d 1043 (4th Cir. 1985). Lubrizol was subjected to 
withering criticism, prompting Congress three years later to 
adopt § 365(n) and the definition of “intellectual property” 
in § 101(35A). Together, they allow a nondebtor to continue 
using patents, copyrights and trade secrets despite rejection 
of a license. Congress did not mention trademarks, leading 
most lower courts to interpret the omission as meaning that 
rejection cuts off the right to use trademarks.
 In 2012, the Seventh Circuit differed with Lubrizol 
when it handed down Sunbeam Products Inc. v. Chicago 

Bill Rochelle
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American Manufacturing LLC, 686 F.3d 372 (7th Cir. 
2012), and held that rejection does not preclude the 
continued use of a mark.
 In Tempnology’s chapter 11 case, the debtor had 
granted the licensee a nonexclusive, nontransferable, 
limited license to use the debtor’s trademarks. Following 
Lubrizol, the bankruptcy court rejected the license and 
ruled that the licensee could not continue using the 
license. The Bankruptcy Appellate Panel (BAP) reversed, 
following Sunbeam.
 The First Circuit reversed the BAP in January 2018. 
Mission Product Holdings Inc. v. Tempnology LLC (In re 
Tempnology LLC).
 Justice Kagan said that the text of § 365 and 
“fundamental principles of bankruptcy law” lead to a 
conclusion that rejection is not rescission. In particular, 
she relied on § 365(g), which provides that rejection 
“constitutes a breach of such contract” immediately before 
the filing of the bankruptcy petition.
 Or “more pithily for current purposes,” Justice 
Kagan said that “rejection is a breach.” In turn, breach 
“means in the Code what it means in contract law outside 
bankruptcy.” Applying the same notion to trademarks, she 
said that “breach does not revoke the license or stop the 
licensee from doing what it allows.”
 Justice Kagan also bought into the idea that the power 
to reject does not convey the same remedies as avoidance 
actions, which, she said, are “exceptional cases in which 
trustees ... may indeed unwind pre-bankruptcy transfers.”
 A special ABI Podcast examined the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Tempnology, with Rochelle moderating a 
discussion with Bankruptcy Judge Kevin J. Carey (D. 
Del.; Wilmington), Paul R. Hage (Jaffe Raitt Heuer & 
Weiss; Southfield, Mich.) and Lindsay Zahradka Milne 
(Bernstein Shur; Portland, Maine). The podcast can be 
found at abi.org/newsroom/podcasts.

Obduskey, Mortgage Defaults and the FDCPA
 Defaulting homeowners sustained a defeat (to some 
extent) on March 20 when the Supreme Court decided 
Obduskey v. McCarthy & Holthus LLP, 17-1307 (Sup. Ct.). 
The Court had heard oral argument on Jan. 7.
 There had been a split of circuits. The Fourth, Fifth 
and Sixth Circuits had held that the federal Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) applies to nonjudicial 
foreclosure, while the Ninth and Tenth Circuits concluded 
that it does not.
 The unanimous opinion by Justice Stephen G. Breyer 
held that nonjudicial foreclosure is not subject to regula-
tion by the FDCPA. 15 U.S.C. § 1692-1692p. However, 
Justice Beyer’s opinion contained a significant caveat 
favoring defaulting homeowners: Nonjudicial foreclosure 
is exempt from the FDCPA only with regard to actions 
required by state law. To read ABI’s report on the opin-
ion, see abi.org/newsroom/daily-wire/nonjudicial-foreclo-
sure-is-not-subject-to-the-fdcpa-supreme-court-rules. ABI 
will be sponsoring an upcoming podcast to parse the finer 
points in Obduskey.

‘Cert ’ Petitions Decided
 On May 21, the Supreme Court agreed to review one 
bankruptcy case and denied a petition for certiorari in 
another. In Ritzen Group Inc. v. Jackson Masonry LLC, 
the Court granted certiorari to shed more light on what 
is or is not a final order conveying a right of appeal in a 
bankruptcy case. The justices declined to review Davis v. 
Tyson Prepared Foods Inc., a case that could have said 
whether passively holding property of the estate violates 
the automatic stay under § 362(a).
 In Bullard v. Blue Hills Bank, 135 S. Ct. 1686 (2015), 
the Supreme Court ruled that an order denying confirma-
tion of a chapter 13 plan is not a final order conferring 
a right to appeal. In Ritzen, the high court will have an 
opportunity to flesh out the definition of finality.
 The creditor who lost in Ritzen contends that the 
Sixth Circuit deepened an existing circuit split by errone-
ously holding that an order denying a motion to modify 
the automatic stay is always a final order that must be 
appealed immediately.
 In the petition for certiorari, the creditor contends that 
there is a split of circuits, with eight circuits holding that orders 
denying lift-stay motions “are categorically appealable.” On 
the other hand, the petitioner claims that the First and Third 
Circuits take a flexible approach by saying that denying a 
modification of the stay sometimes may not be final.
 The petitioner believes that the Sixth Circuit misapplied 
Bullard and Gillespie v. U.S. Steel Corp., 379 U.S. 148, 
152 (1964). In Gillespie, the petitioner says, the Supreme 
Court said that finality is sometimes a “close question” and 
that it is “impossible to devise a formula to resolve all mar-
ginal cases.”
 The petitioner may be correct in interpreting Supreme 
Court precedent. The Sixth Circuit did establish a seem-
ingly rigid, two-part test for all cases, arguably at odds with 
Gillespie. However, the Sixth Circuit may have correctly 
applied Bullard and Gillespie to the case before the appeals 
court. In Bullard, the high court ruled that an order denying 

In May, several ABI members presented at a half-day educational 
program on chapter 11 for professional staff of the International 
Finance Corp. (IFC), a sister organization of The World Bank. IFC is 
the largest global-development institution focused exclusively on the 
private sector in developing countries. Pictured above, from left, are 
James S. Feltman of Duff & Phelps, LLC, Erin Diers and Kathryn A. 
Coleman of Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP, Robert J. Frezza of Ankura 
and James Reed of IFC. 

ABI Visits World Bank/IFC
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confirmation of a chapter 13 plan was not a final, appeal-
able order because denying confirmation did not terminate 
the proceeding, unlike denial of a lift-stay motion.
 In deciding Ritzen, the Supreme Court might lay down 
a one-size-fits-all rule to discern between orders that are 
final and those that are not. A more difficult question arises 
with denials of lift-stay motions.
 For decades, courts have been taking a flexible 
approach to appealability in bankruptcy cases. Bullard cut 
back on the notion of flexibility, and Ritzen might allow the 
Court to impose a more inflexible standard.
 With certiorari granted this spring, the case will be 
argued in the fall of 2019, unless the parties request exten-
sions of time to file their briefs on the merits. A decision 
could be expected two or three months later.
 Recently, ABI reported on Benjamin v. U.S. (In re 
Benjamin), 18-20185 (5th Cir. May 10, 2019). Joining the 
Ninth Circuit but splitting with the Third, Seventh, Eighth 
and Eleventh Circuits, the New Orleans-based appeals 
court held that the bankruptcy court has jurisdiction to 
preside over Social Security claims.
 Benjamin raises the type of nerdy question that the 
Supreme Court loves to tackle: Does the recodification 
canon divest the bankruptcy court of subject-matter juris-
diction to hear Social Security claims?
 In years past, the statutes clearly divested all federal 
courts of jurisdiction over Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid claims, until there was an exhaustion of admin-
istrative remedies. The statute was recodified in a technical 
corrections bill in 1984.
 It is possible that the recodification was a mistake, 
because a plain meaning now permits bankruptcy and 
diversity jurisdiction over Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid claims. We suspect that the government will seek 
review in the Supreme Court, because the Fifth Circuit’s 
decision will allow bankrupts to tie the hands of the Social 
Security Administration.

ABI Podcasts Look at Recoveries 
in Madoff Case, Intersection of Tribal 
Sovereignty and Bankruptcy

T w o  n e w  A B I 
Podcasts have been 
released with ABI 
Editor-at-Large Bill 
Rochelle speaking 
with guests about 
two important top-
ics. The first podcast 
featured Josephine 
W a n g ,  w h o  w a s 

recently named president and CEO of the Securities 
Investor Protection Corp. (SIPC), and discussed the Second 
Circuit’s “extraterritoriality” opinion, other key develop-
ments in the Madoff liquidation and SIPC’s ongoing work 
to recover funds for victims of the Ponzi scheme.
 The second podcast featured former ABI Resident 
Scholar Prof. Jack F. Williams  of Georgia State 
University School of Law (Atlanta) analyzing emerging 

issues regarding tribal sovereign immunity, the colli-
sion between state and tribal jurisdiction, and a brewing 
dispute over the ownership of former tribal lands and 
mineral rights. 
 Please visit abi.org/newsroom/podcasts to listen to 
these and other ABI podcasts.

ABI Appoints New Committee Co-Chairs
 ABI committees are the lifeblood of the organization 
and provide substantial information, educational program-
ming and opportunities for participation to members. 
Committee co-chairs ensure the ongoing strength of indi-
vidual committees, and they work with ABI leadership 
to identify areas and projects within the organization that 
committees can use to share information and thrive.
 In order to maintain a vibrant and effective committee 
structure, each year before the Annual Spring Meeting the 
President and President-Elect study ABI’s member com-
mittees’ activities, as well as current leadership for the 
committees, and make any necessary adjustments. This 
year, Ted Gavin (Gavin/Solmonese LLC; Wilmington, 
Del.) and Alane A. Becket (Becket & Lee LLP; Malvern, 
Pa.), with assistance from ABI Vice President-Membership 
Hon. Kevin J. Carey (U.S. Bankruptcy Court (D. Del.); 
Wilmington), diligently evaluated ABI’s 18 committees 
and identified new co-chairs to replace those who had com-
pleted their terms with leaders who have emerged within 
the committees, either through one of the five non-chair 
leadership positions (education director, communications 
manager, newsletter editor, membership relations director 
and special projects leader) or other active volunteers. In 
those instances, ABI leadership appointed these emerging 
leaders as new co-chairs for two-year terms.

Asset Sales
 Studies asset sales and other issues arising from the 
liquidation of assets in and out of bankruptcy proceedings. 
Co-Chairs: Janice A. Alwin (Oak Point Partners; Skokie, 
Ill.) and Dawn M. Cica (Mushkin - Cica - Coppedge; 
Las Vegas).

Bankruptcy Litigation
 Studies the rules of practice, evidence and procedure 
in bankruptcy court, as well as strategy when dealing with 
adversary proceedings and contested matters, for the pur-
pose of enhancing the trial and oral advocacy skills of bank-
ruptcy lawyers. Co-Chairs: Jeremy R. Fischer (Drummond 
Woodsum; Portland, Maine) and Steven S. Flores (Rhode 
Island Legal Services, Inc.; Providence, R.I.).

Business Reorganization
 Studies, analyzes, and makes reports and recommenda-
tions on the operation of business reorganization cases. 
Co-Chairs: Dan B. Besikof (Loeb & Loeb LLP; New 
York) and Shane G. Ramsey (Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough, LLP; Nashville, Tenn.).

Claims Trading 
 Promotes the nonpartisan reporting, analysis and clar-
ification of regulations, laws, court decisions and trends 

Josephine Wang Prof. Jack F. Williams
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involving claims trading for the benefit of ABI members 
and all stakeholders in the bankruptcy system. Co-Chairs: 
Christopher A. Jarvinen (Berger Singerman LLP; 
Miami) and Hon. Elizabeth S. Stong (U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court (E.D.N.Y.); Brooklyn).

Commercial and Regulatory Law
 Studies and analyzes the intersection of insolvency 
law and various regulatory schemes that affect commerce, 
including, but not limited to, tax, labor and employment, 
antitrust, securities, the Uniform Commercial Code and 
environmental laws. Co-Chairs: Susan A. Berson (Berson 
Law Group LLP; Overland Park, Kan.) and Andrew H. 
Sherman (Sills Cummis & Gross PC; Newark, N.J.).

Commercial Fraud
 Helps identify badges of fraudulent financial schemes. 
Co-Chairs: Ryan W. Blackney (Freeborn & Peters LLP; 
Chicago) and Melissa Davis (KapilaMukamal, LLP; Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.).

Consumer Bankruptcy
 Studies, analyzes, and makes reports and recommen-
dations on the operation of consumer chapter 7 and 13 
cases. Co-Chairs: Richard J. Cole (Cole & Cole Law, PA; 
Sarasota, Fla.) and Jon J. Lieberman (Sottile & Barile 
LLC; Loveland, Ohio).

Emerging Industries and Technology
 Examines and highlights emerging industries and 
technology in the context of intellectual property, restruc-
turing, and the bankruptcy practitioner. Co-Chairs: 
Ericka F. Johnson (Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP; 
Wilmington, Del.) and Dylan G. Trache (Nelson Mullins 
Riley & Scarborough, LLP; Washington, D.C.).

Ethics and Professional Compensation
 Studies standards for representation and trends in pro-
fessional conduct discipline. Co-Chairs: Tara E. Nauful 
(Beal, LLC; Columbia, S.C.) and Alexandra Schnapp 
(U.S. Bankruptcy Court (N.D. Ga.); Atlanta).

Financial Advisors and Investment Banking
 Provides  an exchange of  ideas  on trends  in 
turnaround consulting and advising. Co-Chairs: 
Jordi Guso  (Berger Singerman LLP; Miami) and 
Lucian Murley (Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP; 
Wilmington, Del.).

Health Care
 Studies the unique aspects of health care provider 
insolvencies. Co-Chairs: Andrew C. Helman (Murray 
Plumb & Murray; Portland, Maine) and Suzanne Koenig 
(SAK Management Services, LLC; Riverwoods, Ill.).

International
 Provides the opportunity for the exchange of ideas 
related to cross-border bankruptcy, the stabilization of 
financial systems and international trade. Co-Chairs: 
E. Patrick Shea (Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP; Toronto) 
and Rafael X. Zahralddin-Aravena (Elliott Greenleaf; 
Wilmington, Del.).

Legislation
 Analyzes proposed and pending bills of interest to the 
membership and monitors relevant congressional action. 
Co-Chairs: Ferve E. Khan (BakerHostetler; New York) 
and Elizabeth E. Stephens (Sullivan Hill Rez & Engel, 
APLC; Las Vegas).

Mediation
 Focuses on mediation and other ADR methods that 
are applied in the bankruptcy process, including conflict-
resolution skills development, overcoming impasses, mul-
tiparty mediations, confidentiality and more. Co-Chairs: 
Leslie A. Berkoff (Moritt Hock & Hamroff LLP; New 
York) and John G. Loughnane (Nutter McClennen & 
Fish, LLP; Boston).

Real Estate
 Analyzes issues unique to the reorganization of 
commercial real estate, including single-asset cases. 
Co-Chairs: Michael A. Rosow (Winthrop & Weinstine, 
PA; Minneapolis) and Scott Underwood (Buchanan 
Ingersoll & Rooney PC; Tampa, Fla.).

Secured Credit
 Analyzes and reports on issues related to secured 
transactions and claims in the bankruptcy context, such 
as debtor-in-possession financing, pre-petition secured 
claims and the relationship between the Uniform 
Commercial Code and bankruptcy practice. Co-Chairs: 
John T. Farnum (Linowes & Blocher LLP; Bethesda, 
Md.) and Eric L. Johnson (Spencer Fane LLP; Kansas 
City, Mo.).

The ABI staff celebrated a 
successful Annual Spring Meeting 
by attending a Washington Nationals 
baseball game on May 14. ABI 
Deputy Executive Director and 
General Counsel Amy Quackenboss 
(at left) snared a foul ball (with 
an assist from ABI Director of 
Communications Jim Carman).

ABI Staff’s Night Out at the Ballpark
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January (partial list)
Nyana A. Miller
Sequor Law
Miami

Pedro Morales
Burnetti, PA
Lakeland, Fla.

Max C. Morris
Copeland Law Firm, PC
Abingdon, Va.

Michael W. Oppenheim
Rutgers Law School
Newark, N.J.

J. Paul Ossa
Pathfinder Group LLC
Carrollton, Texas

Connie J. Ouellette
BerryDunn
Portland, Maine

Raymond M. Patella
Kramer Burns, PA
Springfield, N.J.

John W. Patterson
Amherst Partners
Birmingham, N.J.

Ulrich Payne
Ogier
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

Doan Phan
McGuireWoods LLP
Mc Lean, Va.

Anne H. Phillips
Waldrep LLP
Winston-Salem, N.C.

Robert H. Pryor
McGuireWoods LLP
Charlotte, N.C.

New Members

Unsecured Trade Creditors
 Studies and makes recommendations on the rights 
of unsecured trade creditors in bankruptcy. Co-Chairs: 
Grant L. Cartwright (May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, 
PC; Phoenix) and Simon E. Fraser (Cozen O’Connor; 
Wilmington, Del.).

Young and New Members
 Encourages active involvement of young bankruptcy 
practitioners. Note: Under 36 years of age and/or under 
eight years of experience. Co-Chairs: Brendan Gage (Paul 
Hastings LLP; Chicago) and Evan T. Miller (Bayard, PA; 
Wilmington, Del.).

 ABI thanks all of the outgoing committee chairs and 
other leaders for their service. ABI members can join any 
committee by visiting its specific home page at abi.org/
membership/committees.

CARE Corner
“Being a CARE Volunteer” Webinar to Be Held June 25

Credit Abuse Resistance Education 
(CARE) will hold a webinar at 3 
p.m. ET June 25 to talk about the 
volunteering process.  The panel 
discussion will include staff and a 
volunteer to discuss what volunteering 
with CARE is like, the commitments, 

and the value that volunteering with CARE can add to 
one’s personal life and professional practice. Please 
register for the webinar at bit.ly/CAREwebinar0625, or 
email CARE Program Manager Ian Redman at iredman@
care4yourfuture.org for more information.

Be a CARE Champion with a Monthly Donation
 Show your support for CARE and financial education 
by joining the Champion Club with a monthly donation. 
CARE Champions provide dependable revenue to the 
organization, which allows CARE to support volunteers 
and educate students. 
 Donating monthly is easy. Visit donatetocare.org, click 
the “Monthly” button, fill out the form and CARE does the 
rest. To learn more about CARE, visit care4yourfuture.org. 

CARE Needs Guest Contributors on the Blog
 If you are interested in writing about personal finance 
for CARE, consider becoming a CARE guest contributor 

on the blog. CARE is seeking monthly guest bloggers to 
cover various topics such as credit, debt, student loans, 
budgeting and saving. If you have an idea for a blog topic, 
please email CARE Program Manager Ian Redman at 
iredman@care4yourfuture.org with your pitch and include 
a small writing sample.

ABI Awards Staff Customer Service Star
The Customer Service Star award is 
periodically presented to an ABI staff 
member who displays excellent cus-
tomer service on behalf of the orga-
nization. We recently awarded a Star 
to Bethany Spencer, ABI’s senior 
meeting planner, for her excellent cus-
tomer service at ABI’s Annual Spring 
Meeting in April. Bethany was nomi-
nated by an ABI board member who 

said that she is always extremely helpful at every confer-
ence she works for ABI. Next time you see Bethany, be 
sure to congratulate her!

ABI Endowment Fund Update
New Endowment Donors Recognized
Benefactor: Jeffrey A. Hokanson
 Ice Miller LLP
Leadership Club: Robert P. Handler
 Commercial Recovery Associates, LLC
Leadership Club: James A. Lodoen
 Ballard Spahr LLP
Leadership Club: Melissa Root 
 Jenner & Block LLP

Levels of Support for the ABI Endowment
Millennium Level  $50,000+ 
30th Anniversary Circle  $30,000-$49,999
Century Council Member $25,000-$29,999
Visionary Member  $20,000-$24,999
Legacy Member  $15,000-$19,999
Lifetime Member  $10,000-$14,999
Benefactor   $5,000-$9,999
Sustaining Member  $2,000-$4,999
Leadership Club  $1,000-$1,999
Donor    $100-$999

Donate online at abi.org/endowment. Donations are  
tax-deductible and can be paid over five years.  
Call (703) 739-0800 for more information.  abi

Bethany Spencer
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Francisco J. Ramos
Francisco J. Ramos & Asociados
San Juan, Puerto Rico

Janine P. Reynard
Worst, Ftizgerald & Stover, PLLC
Boise, Idaho

Carol A. Rich
Dudley Rich LLP
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

Jacqueline R. Rocci
Metuchen, N.J.

Wesley Garcia de Oliveira Rodrigues
Oliveira Rodrigues & Advogados
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Scott Rossbach
Ally
Bethesda, Md.

William A. Rountree
Rountree, Leitman & Klein, LLC
Atlanta

Alexander Sanchez
Volunteering Untapped, Inc.
Baltimore

James R. Savin
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Washington, D.C.

Kelly Scheltens
Grant Thornton LLP
Chicago

Anthony V. Sexton
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Chicago

Anzhelika Shatrov
SAK Management Services, LLC
Riverwoods, Ill.

Zachary T. Shields
Strong & Hanni
Salt Lake City

William E. Shine
Synovus Bank
Birmingham, Ala.

Scott Silverman
New York

Larry D. Simons
Law Offices of Larry D. Simons
Mission Hills, Calif.

Ryan E. Simpson
Jacobs and Simpson
West Jordan, Utah

James M. Smith
Gebhardt & Smith LLP
Baltimore

Kimber Zane Smith
Law Offices of Kimber Z. Smith PC
Arvada, Colo.

Jeremy Snead
Georgetown, Cayman Islands

Jeff St.Onge
Bloomberg Intelligence
Washington, D.C.

Brady R. Stern
Hammond Hanlon Camp LLC
New York

Kimberly L. Stevens
Mountain View Law Group
Ogden, Utah

Doug Taber
Hogan Lovells US LLP
New York

Michael G. Taylor
Deloitte
Boston

Raymond Terwilliger
Healthcare Services Group, Inc.
Bensalem, Pa.

Jim Thomas
Alexandria, Va.

Benjamin Tonner
McGrath Tonner
George Town, Cayman Islands

Peter G. Tsarnas
Day Ketterer, Ltd.
Canton, Ohio

Dennis Twomey
Sidley Austin LLP
Chicago

Michael Van Luven
Boyack Orme & Anthony
Las Vegas

John R. Van Swearingen
Waldrep LLP
Winston Salem, N.C.

Vladimir A. von Timroth
Law Office of Vladimir von Timroth
Worcester, Mass.

Aaron Waite
Weinstein & Riley, PS
Salt Lake City

Colleen E. Walker
Badge Daylighting
Brownsburg, Ind.

Caryn Wang
Polsinelli
Atlanta

David T. Weinhoffer
WG Consulting LLC
Houston

Geoffrey C. Williams
Alston & Bird LLP
New York

George T. Wright, Jr.
Moore Colson
Atlanta

Becky Yerak
The Wall Street Journal
Chicago

Christopher R. Young
Forbes Hare
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

Alexander Zesch
Iurillo Law Group, PA
St. Petersburg, Fla.

February (partial list)
A. David Akintimoye
Law Office of David Akintimoye
Moreno Valley, Calif.

Sasha Amid
U.S. Bankruptcy Court (C.D. Cal.)
Los Angeles

Bryan Andersen
Greenville, Del.

Hyun Won Bae
Univ. of California Davis School of Law
La Canada Flintridge, Calif.

P. Greg Baracato
CR3 Partners, LLC
Dallas

Carmen Barba
Thurgood Marshall School of Law
Houston

Arthur G. Baumeister, Jr.
Baumeister, Denz LLP
Buffalo, N.Y.

Alexander J. Beeby
Larkin Hoffman
Minneapolis

Stephanie Bentley
McGuireWoods LLP
Washington, D.C.

Glenn S. Bernabeo
Griffin Financial Group LLC
King of Prussia, Pa.

Alix Brozman
Reorg
New York

Alexander Burd
Tom Bible Law
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Alois Chakabva
Goldin Associates, LLC
New York

Ana Chilingarishvili
Maslon LLP
Minneapolis

Jerome S. Cohen
Los Angeles

Stephen A. Davis
Intapp
Baton Rouge, La.

Casey Doherty, Jr.
Dentons US LLP
Houston

Evette Dukes
Dukes Legal Group PLLC
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

Adam Eisenbud
Cardozo School of Law
New York

Kirk Ellis
CreditRiskMonitor.com, Inc.
Valley Cottage, N.Y.

Joseph A. Florczak
McGuireWoods LLP
Chicago

Alastair Gesmundo
Winthrop Couchot Golubow Hollander
Newport Beach, Calif.

Veisha Godfrey-Phelps
Thurgood Marshall School of Law
Houston

Jeremiah F. Hallisey
Hallisey and Johnson PC
San Francisco

Katherine Hancock
Baylor Law School
Waco, Texas

Jonathan M. Hixon
Hackett Feinberg PC
Boston

A. Kristin Hurst
A. Kristin Hurst, Trustee
Columbus, Ga.

Dillon E. Jackson
Foster Pepper PLLC
Seattle

Thomas M. Jones
Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee
Columbus, Ga.

Andrew Kaplan
Oak Point Partners
Skokie, Ill.

Pranav M. Khatavkar
White & Case LLP
New York

Gichun Kim
Supreme Court of Rebublic of Korea
Palo Alto, Calif.

Thomas Korsman
Wells Fargo
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