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President’s Column

In this unprecedented time, I write and ask that 
you consider this simple but important word: 
“gratitude.” As with most requests, there is 

a back story to my decision to focus my first 
President’s Column on what I am grateful for.
 So, the back story. I was supposed to go to 
Egypt with a group of largely Texas consumer 
bankruptcy lawyers and other judge colleagues 
on March 13, 2020. I was very excited about the 
trip, having never been to Egypt and knowing 
that this trip would be my last opportunity to 
travel overseas with a Texas bar group before 
my formal retirement from the bankruptcy 
bench and my recall by the Fifth Circuit as a 
bankruptcy judge to continue my Puerto Rico 
mediation work. Of course, all members of 
our travel group were watching what was hap-
pening around the world regarding the spread 
of the coronavirus and the disease it causes, 
COVID-19. My partner Sarah made the deci-
sion in late February that she was not willing to 
travel overseas given the world health crisis. I 
was struggling to make the decision as a judge 
host of the trip, but on March 9, after several 
COVID-19 cases in the U.S. were traced back 
to travel to Egypt and a cruise ship in Egypt 
was quarantined, I made the decision to stay 
home. Because Sarah lives in Santa Fe, N.M., 
and I had the next couple of weeks blocked for 
my Egyptian adventure, I flew to Santa Fe on 
March 10 to spend the time with her and our 
Santa Fe friends.
 At our first meal together after my arrival, 
Sarah surprised me when she asked, “What am 
I grateful for today?” I noticed, for the first time, 
an index card propped up at her usual place at 
our dining table with a single word on it: “grati-
tude.” For those of you lucky enough to know 
Sarah, you would not be terribly surprised that 
she would be asking herself the question of 
what she was grateful for in admittedly uncer-
tain times, as she is a very bright, thoughtful and 
compassionate woman (and yes, thankfully, I 
was on her list). 
 The next day, life as we know it began 
to change dramatically as the World Health 
Organization declared the coronavirus outbreak 
a pandemic. Then, two days later, President 
Donald Trump declared a national emergency 
in the U.S. Beginning a week later, various 
state and local government officials began issu-
ing “shelter in place” or “stay at home” orders. 
Now, for most of us, we are working from 
home, schools are closed, all non-essential busi-
ness are closed, all planned events are cancelled 
or postponed, and essential workers, including 
members of the armed forces, police officers, 

firefighters, store clerks and health care profes-
sionals, are sacrificing their personal safety for 
the good of the rest of us — not only here in the 
U.S., but around the world.
 In challenging times like these, it is easy to 
focus on what each of us has lost or might lose 
before this health crisis is mitigated, such as the 
freedom to move around the country easily and 
safely, the freedom to socialize with family and 
friends when and where we wish, the inability to 
attend or host events of significance in our per-
sonal lives or in the lives of family members and 
friends, financial stability, and, sadly, the loss of 
friends and family members to COVID-19. Of 
course, it is appropriate to mourn these losses, 
but it is equally appropriate to be thankful that, 
for most of us, we have our jobs and the income 
attendant to those jobs, food, shelter, and the 
ability, through a variety of electronic platforms, 
to continue our work and stay in touch with fam-
ily and friends. 
 For me, I am grateful, among other things, 
to be (1) “sheltered in place” with Sarah with 
adequate food and other resources in a beautiful 
venue (i.e., Santa Fe); (2) able to hike wonderful 
trails in small groups with Sarah, friends and my 
beloved dog, Pepper; (3) able to telework and 
otherwise stay in touch with family and friends 
electronically; and (4) healthy and safe, and for 
Sarah and our loved ones to be healthy and safe. 
While there are days when I complain about the 
disruptions to my daily routines and work hab-
its, I am able to adjust my attitude by reminding 
myself that what Sarah and I are experiencing 
are relatively minor inconveniences, not life-
altering events — at least, so far. 
 I know that you, like me, are experienc-
ing disruptions to your usual routines and lives 
and perhaps the loss of family and friends. 
Notwithstanding these disruptions and losses, I 
ask each of you to take a few moments to focus 
not on what you have lost or how you have been 
inconvenienced, but on what you have for which 
to be grateful. My hope is that your gratitude list 
gives you comfort in these admittedly difficult 
times, as our list does for Sarah and me.
 A few words about what this health crisis 
means for an organization that we all love: ABI. 
As you know, ABI’s Executive Committee, in 
consultation with Executive Director Amy A. 
Quackenboss, made the difficult decision to 
cancel the Annual Spring Meeting, which was 
supposed to happen in late April. Other meet-
ings and conferences have been cancelled or 
postponed or might need to be cancelled or 
postponed as we move forward in 2020 and the 
effects of COVID-19 are better known. 
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 There is little doubt that 2020 will be a financially chal-
lenging year for ABI, as it will be for many other nonprof-
its, businesses and individuals. It is with great pride that I 
assure you that Amy and the rest of ABI’s staff are doing 
a wonderful job under these extremely difficult circum-
stances. However, given the revenue loss that we antici-
pate this year, your continued support of ABI — personally 
and financially — is both needed and greatly appreciated. 
These contributions will allow ABI to remain the leading 
insolvency organization in the U.S. and beyond. 
 While most of ABI’s members are not on the front lines 
today in the COVID-19 battle, we will be a vital part of the 
world’s recovery from the financial distress that it is inflict-
ing. I know that our members will be up to the task of helping 
others, whether individual debtors or small, medium or large 
business entities devastated by the financial crisis the corona-
virus has inflicted. I am grateful that the extraordinary knowl-
edge that our members possess will be put to good use as we 
move forward to assist in the world’s economic recovery.
 A point of personal privilege before I close. I am 
grateful to be ABI’s President, and have had the unique 
experience of becoming ABI’s 30th president virtually. 
Normally, the gavel passes from one ABI President to 
the successor in person at the final night dinner during the 
Annual Spring Meeting’s Final Night Dinner. Well, this 
year, given the event’s cancellation, the gavel passed from 

outgoing ABI President Alane A. Becket (Becket & Lee 
LLP; Malvern, Pa.) to me — virtually. A little odd, but so 
it goes. I want to take this opportunity to do what I would 
have done in person at that dinner had it occurred. 
 I want to thank Alane for her service to ABI for the past 
year. I knew Alane before she became ABI’s president in 
April 2019, but I have had the opportunity to get to know 
her so much better this past year as we worked together as 
President and President-Elect. I am so impressed; Alane 
is super-bright, hardworking, funny, irreverent and a no-
nonsense leader. In short, I hope I can fill the big shoes she 
leaves behind as ABI President. Alane, on behalf of the 
entire organization, thank you for all that you have done 
this past year. I know that it has been challenging at times. 
You have done a remarkable job.
 I am also grateful for my ABI friends from around the 
country. While I was hoping to see old friends (or friends 
of long standing, as I have been told to describe them) 
and make new friends this year by joining you for your 
regional conferences, the coronavirus might have other 
ideas. However, whether we see each other at meetings is 
not terribly important: what is important is that ABI and I 
are here for you and look forward to working with you in 
whatever ways we are able to do so.
 Stay safe and healthy, my friends. We have a lot of 
work ahead of us.  abi

Members in the News

Ryan, Swanson & Cleveland announced 
that Joseph A. Sakay has joined the 
firm and will chair its Banking Services, 

Creditors’ Rights & Bankruptcy Group in 
Seattle. He has been an ABI member since 1998.
 Carl Marks Advisors announced the pro-
motion of Scott Webb to partner. Based in the 
firm’s New York office, he has been an ABI 
member since 2011.
 FTI Consulting, Inc. announced the appoint-
ment of William J. Perlstein as a senior man-
aging director and vice chair of Client Services. 
Based in Washington, N.Y., he is a former 
member of ABI’s Board of Directors and has 
been an ABI member since 2018.
 Robert J. Mendes has joined Sherrard Roe 
Voigt & Harbison as a member. In 2019, he was 
recognized by the Nashville Business Journal as 
one of the “Best of the Bar,” and has been an 
ABI member since 2001.
 Cole Schotz PC announced that Seth 
Van Aalten has joined the firm’s Bankruptcy 
and Corporate Restructuring Practice in New 
York. He has been an ABI member since 2004.
 Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & 
Popeo, PC announced that Abby V. O’Brient has 
been promoted to partner. Based in Los Angeles, 
she has been an ABI member since 2018.
 Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, 
LLP announced that George B. Cauthen and 
Francis B.B. Knowlton have been selected as 

South Carolina Super Lawyers for 2019. Mr. 
Cauthen has been an ABI member since 1997, 
and Mr. Knowlton as been an ABI member 
since 1993.
 Wolfson Bolton PLLC announced that 
Thomas J. Kelly has been promoted to partner. 
Based in Troy, Mich., he has been an ABI mem-
ber since 2014.
 Crenshaw, Ware & Martin, PLC announced 
that Donald C. Schultz has been appointed 
managing partner. He serves as practice group 
chair of the firm’s Commercial Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights Group in Norfolk, Va. Mr. 
Schultz has been an ABI member since 1998.
 Christian & Small LLP announced a new 
office in Madison, Miss., and welcomed two 
attorneys, partner Sarah Beth Wilson and 
associate Shauncey H. Ridgeway. Ms. Wilson 
has been an ABI member since 2011, and Ms. 
Ridgeway has been an ABI member since 2019.
 Crowe Cayman Ltd.  announced that 
Graham F. Robinson has joined the firm as a 
director in Audit Services. He is based in the 
Crowe Grand Cayman office and will serve 
as a leader in its Insolvency and Restructuring 
Group. Mr. Robinson has been an ABI member 
since 2018.
 The Board of Judges for the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of New York 
announced that Hon. Alan S. Trust has been 
named as chief judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
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Court for the Eastern District of New York. His 
term begins Oct. 1, 2020. Based in Central Islip, 
N.Y., Judge Trust has been an ABI member 
since 2008 and serves as a coordinating editor 
for the ABI Journal.
 Edward C. Boltz, a partner with the Law 
Offices of John T. Orcutt, PC in Durham, N.C., 
has been appointed as an adjunct professor at 
the University of North Carolina School of 
Law. He will work in its Consumer Financial 
Transactions Clinic, helping represent clients 
on student loan-related matters. An ABI mem-
ber since 2014, Mr. Boltz served on the ABI 
Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy.
 Morris James LLP announced that Jeffrey R. 
Waxman, a partner in the firm’s Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights Group in Wilmington, Del., has 
been elected chair of the Bankruptcy Law Section of 
the Delaware State Bar Association for 2019-20. An 
ABI member since 1999, he serves on the advisory 
boards of ABI’s Delaware Views from the Bench 
program and Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop.
 Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti 
LLP announced that Tara J. Schellhorn 
has been promoted to partner in the firm’s 
Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group. Based in 
Morristown, N.J., she is a 2019 ABI “40 Under 
40” honoree and is co-Education Director of 
ABI’s Young and New Members Committee. 
An ABI member since 2011, she also serves as 
a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal.
 Rothschild & Co. announced that Jay M. 
Goffman has joined its Global Advisory busi-
ness in North America as vice chairman. An ABI 
member since 2003, he is a member of ABI’s 
Board of Directors, and serves on the advisory 
boards of ABI’s Views from the Bench program 
and Duberstein Moot Court Competition.
 Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
announced that Laura E. Appleby has joined 
the New York office as a partner in its Corporate 
Restructuring Group. An ABI member since 
2010, she serves on the advisory board of ABI’s 
Mid-Level Professional Development Program 
and is a 2018 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree.
 Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough 
LLP announced that partner B. Keith Poston 
received the South Carolina Bankruptcy Law 
Association’s 2019 William E.S. Robinson 
Public Service Award. Based in Columbia, S.C., 
he has been an ABI member since 2009.
 Lowenstein Sandler LLP announced 
that Robert M. Hirsh has joined the firm’s 
Bankruptcy, Financial Reorganization and 
Creditors’ Rights Practice in New York as a part-
ner. He has been an ABI member since 1999.
 BVA Group announced that Erica Bramer 
has been named managing partner. Based in 
Plano, Texas, she has been an ABI member 
since 2002.

 Sidley Austin LLP announced that partner 
Jennifer C. Hagle has been named as one of 
the Los Angeles Business Journal’s “Most 
Influential Women Lawyers” for 2019. She has 
been an ABI member since 2007.
 King & Spalding LLP announced that Roger 
G. Schwartz and Matthew L. Warren have 
joined the firm as partners in its Corporate, 
Finance and Investments Practice Group in New 
York and Chicago, respectively. They have both 
been ABI members since 2010.
 Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell 
& Berkowitz, PC announced that John G. 
McJunkin has been named managing share-
holder for the firm’s Washington, D.C., office. 
He has been an ABI member since 1999.
 Cohn/Reznick LLP announced that Chris P. 
Creger has joined the firm’s New York office as a 
partner in its Restructuring and Dispute Resolution 
Group. He has been an ABI member since 2018.
 Robinson & Cole LLP announced that Jamie 
L. Edmonson has joined the firm’s Bankruptcy 
and Reorganizations Practice in Wilmington, 
Del. She has been an ABI member since 2003.
 Padfield & Stout, LLP announced that Joseph 
D. Austin has joined the firm’s Fort Worth, Texas, 
office. He has been an ABI member since 2018.
 Richards, Layton & Finger, PA announced 
that Zachary I. Shapiro has been promoted to 
director. Based in Wilmington, Del., he has been 
an ABI member since 2009.  abi
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ABI Launches COVID-19 Web Page
to Assist Practitioners

ABI recently launched a new website, COVID-
19/Coronovirus Resources for Bankruptcy 
Professionals (www.abi.org/covid19), which pro-

vides a wealth of resources for bankruptcy professionals 
to assist clients and provide guidance as a result of the 
financial fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic. The site 
tracks the latest news and highlights, provides updates 
and information on sector-related issues, offers replays 
of ABI’s most popular webinars addressing COVID-19–
related issues, provides summaries of new legislation as 
it happens, and spotlights the work of insolvency firms 
across the world as they work to address the fast-changing 
economic landscape. The site is open to everyone, but cer-
tain premier content is locked down to ABI members only. 
We hope you will take advantage of your ABI membership 
and turn to ABI as a primary resource to assist you in your 
practice.

ABI Opens Up eLearning Library to Help 
with Insolvency Training and Resources
 The insolvency profession is experiencing an influx 
of new practitioners seeking training and resources to 
provide much-needed assistance to individuals and busi-
nesses during the current financial crisis. As the premier 
provider of insolvency-related CLE, ABI has decided to 
assist by offering complimentary access to more than 2,700 
high-quality sessions on its eLearning website during the 
COVID-19 quarantine. Featuring sessions recorded from 
previous ABI conferences and online events, the eLearn-
ing site’s programs were previously available only to ABI 
members.
 ABI is now opening access to all practitioners, members 
and non-members alike, giving everyone the opportunity to 
learn about bankruptcy topics and refresh their knowledge 
of core issues. CLE will not be available for the compli-
mentary content, but the site does include some on-demand 
programs that are eligible for CLE, including ABI’s Nuts & 
Bolts programs. ABI members can already access the site 
(cle.abi.org) using their member log-ins, and non-members 
will now be able to access the archive simply by creating an 
online profile.

ABI’s SBRA Resources Web Page 
Aggregates SBRA, CARES Act Info
 Due to the current economic crisis, many businesses 
are facing the possibility of having to seek relief under 
federal bankruptcy laws. A traditional chapter 11 can be 

expensive, and small businesses have struggled to emerge 
successfully from a bankruptcy filing. In February 2020, 
the Small Business Reorganization Act (SBRA) went into 
effect. The SBRA, which created new subchapter V, was 
enacted to provide Main Street business debtors with a 
more streamlined path for restructuring their debts.
 In response to the economic distress caused by the 
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, 
the “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act” (CARES 
Act; P.L. 116-136) was enacted 
on March 27, 2020, increasing 
the eligibility limit for small busi-
nesses looking to file under SBRA’s subchapter V from 
$2,725,625 of debt to $7,500,000.
 ABI has created a dedicated page to serve as a resource 
to members on the SBRA. Updated regularly, this page 
offers white papers, news, webinars and more related to the 
new act. Access this valuable resource today at abi.org/sbra.

New Podcast Highlights ABI Consumer 
Commission’s Recommendations on 
Debt Limits and Creating a Reserve Fund
 ABI’s latest podcast (episode 236) features members 
of ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy discuss-
ing recommendations from its Final Report to expand 
chapter 13’s debt limit and create a chapter 13 reserve 
fund. Commissioner and Chapter 13 Trustee Henry E. 
Hildebrand (Nashville, Tenn.) moderates the discussion 
with Jenny L. Doling of J. Doling Law, PC (Palm Desert, 
Calif.) and Prof. Angela Littwin of the University of Texas 
at Austin School of Law, who were both members of the 
Commission’s Chapter 13 Advisory Committee.
 View a full copy of the Commission’s recommenda-
tions at ConsumerCommission.abi.org/commission-report. 
Listen to this episode at abi.org/podcasts.

Handy e-Book Covers Acquisitions 
from Financially Distressed Companies

ABI has published a short digi-
ta l  pr imer ,  Acquis i t ions  f rom 
Financially Distressed Companies: 
An Overview, written by Thomas 
J. Salerno (Stinson LLP; Phoenix). 
The e-book offers six strategies for 
acquiring the assets of a distressed 
company, then covers four main 
procedures for selling or purchasing 
assets through a bankruptcy proceed-
ing. The publication also includes a 
handy chart detailing the differences 

between § 363 sales and nonbankruptcy sales of a dis-
tressed company’s assets. This practical ebook is available 
for purchase at store.abi.org. Those interested in purchas-
ing this and other books should log in with their ABI cre-
dentials to secure member pricing.

What’s Happening at ABI
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Earn CLE Credit While Quarantined 
with abiLIVE Webinars
 Five newsworthy topics were recently discussed for 
abiLIVE webinars in April, with two more scheduled for 
May. ABI committees hold free webinars for members 
year-round. Keep an eye out for future webinars in the 
ABI InSights e-newsletter delivered weekly to your inbox.
 Members can access webinar recordings at cle.abi.org. 
To register for future webinars, visit abi.org/events.

The Small Business Reorganization Act: How It Helps 
in Today’s Health & Economic Crisis
 ABI Editor-at-Large Bill Rochelle and a panel of 
experts discussed the recently enacted provisions within the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act, which temporarily raises the debt limit for small busi-
nesses looking to file under new subchapter V of chapter 11, 
the Small Business Reorganization Act of 2019 (SBRA). In 
addition, the panelists explained how these new laws will 
help people in chapter 13 by allowing them more time to 
complete their plans and retain government benefits.

Tools to Navigate the Financial Crisis Related to COVID-19
 Moderator Stephen Lerner (Squire Patton Boggs; 
Cincinnati), former Speaker John Boehner (U.S. House 
of Representatives, 2011-15) and other prominent experts 
deciphered the most recent federal bailout programs and 
developments. The panelists also discussed how to suc-
cessfully navigate the liquidity issues arising in the wake 
of the COVID-19 pandemic (see Legislative Update on p. 8).

The Consumer Provisions of the CARES Act and Local 
Responses to the Pandemic
 ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee discussed 
§ 1113 of the CARES Act, which, in part, excludes from 
the definition of “current monthly income” COVID-19 
payments made by the federal government related to the 
COVID-19 federal emergency, and allows debtors who have 
been affected by the pandemic to modify their chapter 13 
plans to allow payments for up to seven years after the first 
payment was due — if their plans were confirmed prior to 
the enactment of the law. The panelists also discussed how 
bankruptcy courts have reacted on a local basis to the need 
for debtors to suspend their plan payments for extended peri-
ods of time due to the COVID-19 federal emergency.

Preference Update: SBRA’s Due Diligence Requirement
 ABI’s Young and New Members Committee, along with 
a panel of experts, discussed the SBRA’s requirement that a 
trustee (or debtor in possession) take into account a defendant’s 
defenses before bringing an action. This amendment, which 
is applicable in all cases, requires the plaintiff to engage in 
reasonable due diligence regarding a defendant’s affirmative 
defenses before initiating a preference action. The panel also 
discussed different approaches to satisfy the new requirement.

Trading in the Secondary Credit Markets: When Am I Bound?
 ABI’s Claims Trading Committee and a panel of 
experts held a discussion regarding trades in the current 

crisis (whether it’s a bank debt, bond debt or bankruptcy 
trade claim) and when are they broken despite industry 
standards and practices.

Coming May 7: Understanding the Nuts and Bolts of 
the “New” Subchapter V Small Business Chapter 11
 Join ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee at 
1 p.m. ET May 7 when a panel of experts will explore 
the new requirements for filing and confirming a small 
business case under new subchapter V of chapter 11 (the 
SBRA provisions). The panel will also address potential 
issues you and your clients are likely to confront in seek-
ing to successfully effectuate a reorganization. The new 
Bankruptcy Code sections provide a more efficient way 
to facilitate the reorganization of a small business debtor 
by reducing certain requirements and eliminating other 
impediments that had previously hampered such cases. 

Coming May 20: Update Your Chapter 12 Skills
 Join ABI’s Legislation Committee at 1:00 p.m. ET on 
May 20, when panelists will discuss the huge increase in fil-
ings and the increase in the debt limit after the passage of the 
Family Farmer Relief Act. The webinar will provide more 
information to consumer and small business lawyers who 
might be interested in expanding into chapter 12 practice.

Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop Set 
for July at Popular Ritz-Carlton, Amelia 
Island Resort in Florida
 ABI is pleased to welcome bankruptcy practitioners and 
their families once again to The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island 
in Amelia Island, Fla., for bankruptcy CLE, fine dining and 
unbeatable company. The Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop’s 
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d , 
chaired by Jim Irving 
(Dentons Bingham 
Greenbaum; Louisville, 
Ky.)  and Jennifer 
McLemore (Williams 
Mullen; Richmond, 
Va.) and Judicial Chair 
Hon. Benjamin A. Kahn (M.D.N.C.; Greensboro), have 
designed a program full of sessions aimed at consumer and 
business bankruptcy laws, the effects of COVID-19 and spe-
cial skill-focused sessions. The program features an outstand-
ing faculty of regional judges, academics and practitioners.
 Register or just RSVP (and register later) at abi.org/events. 
Of course, ABI is monitoring the current global situation very 
closely. Our cancellation policies and registration deadlines 
are being adjusted to accommodate the possibility that this 
conference may be canceled. We hope you will join us in 
cautious optimism that this event will take place!

Don’t Miss abiLIVE Webinar “Litigation 
Finance: Lessons from the Last Financial 
Crisis for the COVID-19 Downturn”
 ABI thanks Burford Capital for sponsoring this webinar, 
being held on May 6, during which leading bankruptcy practi-



In
sid

e A
B

I
In

sid
e A

B
I

4747

tioners will discuss how they used litigation finance, the benefits 
and potential concerns in litigation and litigation trusts arising 
from the Great Recession, and how litigation finance can be 
a tool as we confront the economic fallout from the COVID-
19 pandemic. Faculty will include Cathy Reece, chair of the 
Financial Restructuring, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights 
practice at Fennemore Craig in Phoenix; Emily Slater, man-
aging director of Burford Capital in New York; Eric Fisher, 
partner at Binder & Schwartz in New York and lead counsel 
for the UCC and the Avoidance Trust for the $1 billion Motors 
Avoidance Action arising from the GM bankruptcy; and Marc 
Kirschner, senior managing director of Goldin Associates 
in New York, a leading bankruptcy advisor and trustee, hav-
ing served as trustee for recovery trusts in, among others, the 
Tribune, Refco, Millennium Health and Yellowstone Mountain 
Club cases. Visit abi.org/events to register.

ABI Rolls Out New and Updated Member 
Resources (Virtual Happy Hour, Anyone?)
 We are living in unprecedented times, to be sure. 
Consequently, ABI has been refocusing its current member 
services (and adding new ones!) to ensure that we are con-
tinuing to assist members through the resulting challenges. 
Some of the latest initiatives are outlined below.

Nuts & Bolts Program to Get a Refresh and an Update
 ABI’s Bankruptcy 101 on-demand program, Nuts & Bolts 
(abi.org/education-events/bankruptcy-101), is one of our most 
loved and helpful programs for practitioners who are new to 
the bankruptcy world and about to perform bankruptcy work 
for the first time. This program provides a foundation in bank-
ruptcy law for both lawyers and business professionals alike, 
and is taught by an outstanding faculty of experts. The pro-
gram is currently being revamped to include recent changes. 
We will let everyone know when it’s been updated.

Members Can Network Online at ABI’s Virtual Happy Hour
 In this time when we are required to practice social dis-
tancing, ABI wanted to provide members with opportuni-

ties to connect and network online — and the ABI Virtual 
Happy Hour was born. During these weekly online happy 
hours, which are being held on Wednesdays from 5:00-6:00 
p.m. EDT, participants can log in to a Zoom conference call 
and network with peers in smaller breakout rooms, which are 
assigned randomly. If you have not yet received an invitation, 
don’t worry; we will be sending out more invites. To make 
sure you are on the list for Virtual Happy Hour invitations, 
send an email to membership@abiworld.org.

Law.abi.org Site Updated to Include CARES Act
 Law.abi.org is an exclusive member benefit that lets 
you bookmark and annotate Code and Rules sections via an 
account that you create. The site, which also includes local 
rules, has recently been updated to include the bankruptcy-
related provisions in the CARES Act.

Committee Listserves Have Been Bustling with Activity
 Joining an ABI committee is one of the most effective 
ways to build relationships with similarly focused practitio-
ners. Committees stay in touch with other members through 
timely and wide-ranging listserve discussions — and since 
the COVID-19 crisis began, members have been heavily 
using the listserves to discuss current issues and provide 
each other with helpful information. Visit www.abi.org/
membership/committees to join any that interest you!

Up-and-Coming Insolvency Leaders: 
We Are Looking for You!
 Now in its fourth year, ABI’s “40 Under 40” program 
recognizes younger insolvency professionals who are com-
mitted to the highest standards of achievement at work and 
in their communities. Take a look at the outstanding list 
of past honorees at abi40under40.org/honorees, who hail 
from all practice areas and all regions of the country.
 The 2020 application period is currently underway at 
abi40under40.org. The program is open to bankruptcy, 
insolvency and restructuring professionals from around 
the world who are 40 years old or younger as of Dec. 1, 
2020. You need not be an ABI member to be considered, 
and there is no fee to apply. You can nominate yourself or 
a colleague, and those who were nominated previously are 
encouraged to reapply. Applications will be accepted until 
June 30.

Chief Judge D. Brooks Smith of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit announces the application process for two bankruptcy 
judgeships in the District of Delaware. A bankruptcy judge is appointed 
to a 14-year term pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 152. The selection process 
will be confidential and competitive. At present, the annual salary 
for this position is $199,088. Persons shall be considered without 
regard to race, color, sex, gender, gender identity, pregnancy, sexual 
orientation, religion, national origin, age (40 years and over), or 
disability. The name of the person selected will be submitted to the 
Director of the Administrative Office, who shall request background 
reports by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Internal Revenue 
Service. In addition, a nominee for a bankruptcy judgeship may be 
required by the court of appeals to complete a preliminary disclosure 
statement. The individual selected must comply with the financial 
disclosure requirements pursuant to the Ethics in Government Act 
of 1978. The application process is entirely automated. No paper 
applications will be accepted. Applications must be submitted 
electronically by noon on May 15, 2020. Applications must be 
submitted only by the potential nominee personally. For more 
information or to apply, visit www.ca3.uscourts.gov or call the Circuit 
Executive’s Office at (215) 597-0718.

Two Bankruptcy Judgeship Vacancies
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 Nominees will be judged by a diverse steering committee 
of insolvency professionals, led by Hon. Daniel Collins (D. 
Ariz.; Phoenix), that includes Hon. Martin Barash (C.D. Cal.; 
Woodland Hills), John Bollinger (Boleman Law Firm, PC; 
Hampton, Va.), Marchand Boyd (Axos Bank; Delaware, 
Ohio), Scott Brown (Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP; 
Phoenix), Summer Shaw (Shaw & Hanover, PC; Palm 
Springs, Calif.), Paul Deutch (Omni Agent Solutions; New 
York), Dan Dooley (MorrisAnderson; Chicago), Scott 
Eisenberg (Amherst Partners, LLC; Birmingham, Mich.), 
Allen Kadish (Archer; New York), Jon Lieberman (Sottile 
& Barile LLC; Loveland, Ohio), Katherine McGlynn 
(AlixPartners LLP; New York), Lindsay Milne (Bernstein 
Shur; Portland, Maine), Chérie Schaible (Ankura Consulting 
Group, LLC; New York), Bradley Sharp (Development 
Specialists, Inc.; Los Angeles), E. Patrick Shea (Gowling 
WLC; Toronto), Glenn Siegel (Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP; 
New York), Bill Snyder (CR3 Partners, LLC; Dallas), Cathy 
Steege (Jenner & Block LLP; Chicago) and Wayne Weitz 
(GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group LLC; New York).
 The awards ceremony and recognition event will be held 
at the ABI Winter Leadership Conference at the Fairmont 
Scottsdale Princess in Scottsdale, Ariz., on Dec. 4.

ABI Hires New Controller
 Chris Casselman joined the ABI 
staff in late March as Controller. He 
will be overseeing ABI’s Accounting 
Department staff and financial functions, 
including budgeting, investment over-
sight and financial statement prepara-
tion. He is an experienced audit/account-
ing professional who is accomplished in 
corporate accounting, financial reporting, 
internal audits, Sarbanes-Oxley and risk 
management. Before coming to ABI, 
Chris was a CFO for another nonprofit organization and has 
served as an internal audit director for private-sector and 
nonprofit organizations. He earned his B.S. in accounting 
from the University of Maryland from the Robert H. Smith 
School of Business in College Park, Md., and is a licensed 
CPA in Virginia. He is also a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Virginia Society 
of Certified Public Accountants and Institute of Internal 
Auditors. Chris lives in Fairfax, Va., and his hobbies include 
playing hockey and tennis and scuba-diving. He will report 
to ABI Executive Director Amy Quackenboss.

CARE Corner
CARE Receives Donation from Liquidating Trust

Credit Abuse Resistance Education 
(CARE) is delighted to be the recent 
recipient of a $25,000 residual gift from 
DNIB Liquidating Trustee Geoffrey L. 
Berman of Development Specialists, 
Inc., and Trust Counsel Peter M. Gilhuly 
and Kimberly A. Posin of Latham and 

Watkins LLP. The gift was made upon the successful con-
clusion of the administration of the DNIB Liquidation Trust, 

which was created pursuant to the order confirming the liqui-
dation plan for DNIB Unwind Inc., f/k/a Bind Therapeutics 
Inc. The trust agreement provided for the disbursement of 
unclaimed-trust distributions to 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zations. CARE is thrilled to be among the recipients of such 
distributions upon entry of the court’s order terminating the 
trust and paving the way for this much-appreciated gift.
 “CARE’s mission remains one of the most important 
tasks facing our youth,” Mr. Berman said. “This is even 
more important as the country faces the economic impact 
of COVID-19 and was a major consideration for including 
CARE in the distribution of unclaimed distributions from 
the DNIB Liquidation Trust.”

Become a CARE Champion
 Show your support for CARE and financial education by 
joining the Champion Club with a monthly donation. CARE 
Champions provide dependable revenue to the organization 
and enable CARE to support volunteers and educate students. 
Donating monthly is easy; visit donatetocare.org, click the 
“Monthly” button, fill out the form, and CARE does the rest. 
To learn more about CARE, visit care4yourfuture.org.

Consider “Start Fresh Today” for Your Pre- and Post-
Bankruptcy Counseling Needs
 CARE has spent nearly 20 years providing quality finan-
cial education. Volunteers and supporters of the cause also 
appreciate high-quality financial education and understand 
its importance. Individual bankruptcy is another moment in 
life when quality financial education can make a difference 
in someone’s life. This is why a recommendation for pre- 
and post-bankruptcy counseling agencies is not just another 
box to check. For your bankruptcy-counseling needs, please 
consider recommending the nonprofit Consumer Education 
Services Inc. (CESI) and its Start Fresh Today program. 
Learn more at care4yourfuture.org/startfreshtoday. CESI is 
a proud supporter of CARE.

ABI Endowment Fund Update
ABI Endowment Fund Receives $100,000 Donation 
from Liquidating Trust

The ABI Endowment Fund is pleased 
to be the recent recipient of a $100,000 
residual gift from DNIB Liquidating 
Trustee Geoffrey L. Berman  of 
Development Specialists, Inc., and Trust 
Counsel Peter M. Gilhuly and Kimberly 
A. Posin of Latham and Watkins LLP. 

The gift was made upon the successful conclusion of the 
administration of the DNIB Liquidation Trust, which 
was created pursuant to the order confirming the liquida-
tion plan for DNIB Unwind Inc., f/k/a Bind Therapeutics 
Inc. The trust agreement provided for the disbursement of 
unclaimed-trust distributions to 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zations. These distributions were made upon entry of the 
court’s order terminating the trust and paving the way for 
this much-appreciated gift.
 You can donate online at abi.org/endowment. Donations 
are tax-deductible and can be paid over five years. Call (703) 
739-0800 for more information.  abi

Chris Casselman
ABI Controller
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Meet ABI’s New Officers and Directors

Hon. Barbara J. Houser (N.D. Tex., 
Dallas) has been selected by the ABI 
Board of Directors to be President for 

a one-year term, which began during an online 
gavel-passing ceremony on April 24, 2010 (see 
her column on p. 42).
 An ABI member since 2003, Judge Houser 
has served as Vice President-Research Grants 
and co-chair for ABI’s Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Committee, and she is a frequent 
speaker at ABI events and contributor to the ABI 
Journal. Sworn in as a bankruptcy judge for the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of Texas in 2000, Judge Houser previously was 
an attorney and shareholder at Sheinfeld, Maley 
& Kay PC in Dallas. While at Sheinfeld, she 
led the firm’s representation of clients in a vari-
ety of significant chapter 11 cases, including, as 
her last major case, the firm’s representation of 
Dow Corning Corp. — one of the largest chap-
ter 11 cases ever filed. She succeeds Alane A. 
Becket of Becket & Lee, LLP (Malvern, Pa.), 
who now assumes the position of Immediate 
Past President. Ted Gavin of Gavin/Solmonese 
LLC (Wilmington, Del.) succeeds retired 
Bankruptcy Judge Eugene R. Wedoff (Chicago) 
as Chairman of the Board for a one-year term.
 Robert P. Reynolds of Reynolds, Reynolds 
& Little, LLC (Tuscaloosa, Ala.), formerly Vice 
President-Development, was named President-
Elect and will become President in April 2021. 
An ABI member since 1994, he is a frequent 
speaker at ABI events and a past co-chair of 
ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop.
 Mr. Reynolds is a senior partner at Reynolds, 
Reynolds & Little, LLC in Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
where he represents lenders in commercial liti-
gation throughout Alabama and in bankruptcy 
proceedings in Alabama, the Northern District of 
Florida and other bankruptcy courts throughout 
the country. He is a former chair of the Alabama 
State Bar’s Bankruptcy and Commercial Law 
Section, and he is Board Certified in both 
Business and Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification.
 Christopher A. Ward  of  Polsinel l i 
(Wilmington, Del.) was elected to serve a two-
year term succeeding Robert P. Reynolds as 
ABI Vice President-Development. An ABI 
member since 2003 and a member of the Board 
of Directors since 2016, Mr. Ward is the chair 
and education director of the ABI Technology 
& IP Committee, a member of the Mid-Atlantic 
ABI Endowment Committee and a co-author of 
ABI’s The Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide 
to Bankruptcy: Views from Leading Insolvency 
Professionals. 

 As co-chair of Polsinelli’s Bankruptcy and 
Financial Restructuring practice and manag-
ing shareholder of its Delaware office, Mr. 
Ward routinely tackles financial restructurings 
and litigation. He has significant experience in 
representing chapter 11 debtors and unsecured 
creditors’ committees, working both sides of the 
restructuring industry.
 Soneet R. Kapila of KapilaMukamal, LLP 
(Fort Lauderdale, Fla.), formerly an at-large 
Executive Committee member, was selected to 
serve as Treasurer. An ABI member since 1994, 
he is a co-chair of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy 
Workshop, a contributing author to ABI’s Fraud 
and Forensics: Piercing Through the Deception 
in a Commercial Fraud Case, a regular speaker at 
ABI events, and an active contributor to the ABI 
Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund. He 
has served on the Board for four years.
 Mr.  Kapila is  a  founding partner of 
KapilaMukamal, LLP (formerly Kapila & Co.). 
For over 20 years, he has concentrated his efforts in 
the areas insolvency, fiduciary and creditors’ rights 
matters. He represents other bankruptcy trustees, 
debtors, and both secured and unsecured creditors 
in and out of bankruptcy court. Mr. Kapila is a 
Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy.
 Stephen D. Lerner of Squire Patton Boggs 
(Cincinnati) and William H. Henrich of Getzler 
Henrich & Associates LLC (New York) were 
elected to serve as new at-large members of the 
Executive Committee.
 An ABI member since 1990, Mr. Lerner is a 
past program chair of ABI’s Midwest Regional 
Bankruptcy Seminar and a frequent speaker at 
ABI conferences. He is also active on four ABI 
membership committees. He has served on the 
Board for two years.
 Mr. Lerner is the global chair of Squire Patton 
Boggs’ Restructuring & Insolvency Practice 
Group. He has an extensive national and cross-
border restructuring practice in which he repre-
sents debtors, committees of unsecured creditors, 
secured and unsecured creditors, directors and 
acquirers of troubled businesses in chapter 11 
reorganization cases, chapter 9 municipal restruc-
turings, chapter 15 cases, and out-of-court restruc-
turings throughout the U.S., Europe and, more 
recently, the United Arab Emirates, South America 
and India. He also led the firm’s representation of 
the American College of Bankruptcy in filing an 
amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court in the 
Stern-related case of Executive Benefits Insurance 
Agency v. Peter H. Arkison, Trustee of the Estate 
of Bellingham Insurance Agency, Inc.
 An ABI member since 1998, Mr. Henrich is 
active in numerous ABI committees, a frequent 

Stephen D. Lerner
At-Large Member

Soneet R. Kapila
Treasurer

Robert P. Reynolds
President-Elect

Christopher A. Ward
Vice President-
Development
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speaker at ABI conferences and a contributor to 
the ABI Journal. He has served on the Board for 
five years.
 Mr. Henrich is co-chair of Getzler Henrich & 
Associates LLC and has more than 30 years of 
experience in turnaround and crisis management, 
loan workouts, bankruptcy consulting and perfor-
mance improvement. He has also advised secured 
and unsecured creditors in chapter 11 bankruptcy 
proceedings, including developing plans of reorga-
nization and providing bankruptcy forensic analy-
sis to support litigation. Prior to joining Getzler 
Henrich, he served in Arthur Andersen’s corporate 
recovery services group, and in 1982 he started 
its New York bankruptcy and restructuring prac-
tice. A CPA and past president of the Turnaround 
Management Association’s New York chapter, he 
frequently speaks and writes on turnaround and 
bankruptcy issues.
 Dawn M. Cica of Carlyon Cica Chtd. (Las 
Vegas) has been elected to ABI’s Board of 
Directors. An ABI member since 2010, she is 
the co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales Committee 
and a member of the Business Reorganization, 
Claims Trading, Health Care, International, 
Secured Credit and Unsecured Trade Creditors 
Committees, and she is a frequent speaker at 
ABI events. She will serve a term of three years.
 A partner at Carlyon Cica, Ms. Cica has 
more than 30 years of experience working on 
transactions of all types, including transactional 
aspects of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights such 
as strategic resolutions, workouts, restructur-
ings, settlements, debtor-in-possession financ-
ings and asset purchases/sales. She has been 
involved in many influential Nevada bankrupt-
cies in various industries. She has also partici-
pated in bankruptcies and assignments for the 
benefit of creditors in California and New York.
 H .  D a v i d  C o x  o f  C o x  L a w  G r o u p 
(Lynchburg, Va.) has been elected to ABI’s 
Board of Directors. An ABI member since 
2006, he is the education director of ABI’s 
Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, edited and 
helped revise ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy: 
Fundamentals of Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, Fourth Edition, 
and was a member of  ABI’s Consumer 
Commission Advisory Committee on Case 
Administration and the Estate. He will serve 
a term of three years.
 Mr. Cox practices bankruptcy law through-
out the Western District of Virginia from his 
offices in Lynchburg, Danville, Harrisonburg, 
Staunton and Winchester. Prior to entering 
private practice, he served as a judicial law 
clerk for the late Hon. William E. Anderson. 
Mr. Cox is a permanent member of the Fourth 
Circuit Judicial Conference and a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy.

 Eric L. Johnson of Spencer Fane LLP 
(Kansas City, Mo.) has been elected to ABI’s 
Board of Directors. An ABI member since 
2001, he is the co-chair of ABI’s Secured 
Credit Committee, was a member of the 
steering committee for ABI’s “40 Under 40” 
program and serves on ABI’s Midwestern 
Bankruptcy Institute program. He will serve a 
term of three years.
 Mr. Johnson is a partner at Spencer Fane, 
co-practice group leader for its Banking and 
Financial Services Group, and practice group 
leader for its Bankruptcy, Restructuring and 
Creditors’ Rights Group. He represents clients in 
bankruptcy, nonbankruptcy insolvency proceed-
ings such as receiverships and foreclosure pro-
ceedings, out-of-court workouts and restructur-
ings, and other related insolvency matters. As an 
experienced litigator, Mr. Johnson also represents 
clients in complex insolvency-related litigation, 
including bankruptcy avoidance actions and other 
adversary proceedings and contested matters. In 
addition, he is a member of the panel of chapter 7 
trustees for the Western District of Missouri and 
is currently serving as a federal equity receiver.
 Ericka F. Johnson  of Womble Bond 
Dickinson LLP (Wilmington, Del.) has been 
elected to ABI’s Board of Directors. An ABI 
member since 2008, she is the co-chair of ABI’s 
Emerging Industries and Technology Committee, 
was a member of the steering committee for ABI’s 
“40 Under 40” program and serves on ABI’s Mid-
Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board. 
She will serve a term of three years.
 Ms. Johnson is a partner at Womble Bond 
Dickinson LLP. She formerly worked for a lead-
ing bank holding company, where she managed 
consumer finance operations and internal risk 
assessments and audits from the U.S. Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency. She has 
advised debtor-in-possession lenders, landlords, 
secured and unsecured creditors, and asset-pur-
chasers on bankruptcy and corporate restructur-
ing matters across manufacturing, retail, real 
estate, and media/technology sectors. Her pro 
bono service includes representing victims of 
domestic violence and children under the care 
of the Delaware Division of Family Services.
 Paul D. Leake of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP (New York) has been 
elected to ABI’s Board of Directors. An ABI 
member since 2011, he has served on the adviso-
ry boards of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy 
Conference, Corporate Financial Restructuring 
Program, VALCON and Views from the Bench 
Program. He will serve a term of three years.
 Mr. Leake is global head of Skadden’s cor-
porate restructuring practice and has led numer-
ous large and complex U.S. and cross-border 
corporate workouts and restructurings. He rep-
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ABI Director
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ABI Director

Ericka F. Johnson
ABI Director
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Dawn M. Cica
ABI Director
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resents debtors, commercial banks and bank 
groups, distressed investment funds, noteholder 
committees, official creditors’ committees and 
distressed investors in all forms of corporate 
restructurings.
 Mr. Leake has published and lectured exten-
sively on U.S. and transnational insolvency mat-
ters. He is a member of the board of directors of 
Her Justice, a nonprofit organization that sup-
ports women living in poverty in New York City 
by recruiting and mentoring volunteer lawyers 
to provide free legal help to address individual 
and systemic legal barriers. He also is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy.
 Erika L. Morabito of Foley & Lardner LLP 
(Washington, D.C.) has been elected to ABI’s 
Board of Directors. An ABI member since 2001, 
she serves on the ABI Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy 
Workshop and Views from the Bench Advisory 
Boards, and is a frequent speaker at ABI events. 
She will serve a term of three years.
 Ms. Morabito is a partner, litigator, trial 
attorney and restructuring lawyer at Foley & 
Lardner LLP. She concentrates her practice 
in bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, debtor reor-
ganizations and out-of-court restructurings. 
She regularly represents chapter 11 debtors, 
creditors’ committees, chapter 7 and 11 trust-
ees, and federal court-appointed receivers, and 
she frequently advises and represents clients in 
creditors’ rights litigation, avoidance actions, 
claims disputes, out-of-court restructurings, 
and the purchase and sale of assets under the 
Bankruptcy Code.
 Ms. Morabito is a member of the firm’s 
Bankruptcy & Business Reorganizations and 
Business Litigation & Dispute Resolution 
Practices, as well as its Automotive and Airport 
& Aviation Industry Teams. In addition, she is 
a member of Foley’s Innovation Committee, 
Recruiting Committee and Alumni Advisory 
Counsel. Ms. Morabito also co-chairs the 
Women’s Retention Initiative, which supports 
an increase in women in leadership positions 
throughout the firm.
 Victor Owens of East West Bank (Pasadena, 
Calif.) has been elected to ABI’s Board of 
Directors. An ABI member since 2001, he 
is a member of the Financial Advisors and 
Investment Banking Committee, and a con-
tributor to the ABI Anthony H.N. Schnelling 
Endowment Fund and Endowment events. He 
will serve a term of three years.
 Mr. Owens is the senior vice president and 
senior director of Specialty Deposits for East 
West Bank. He has over 30 years of specialized 
banking and deposit-management experience, 
and he currently manages a sales, operations 
and marketing team that offers specialty bank-
ing services to legal professionals nationwide. 

Mr. Owens specializes in building fiduciary 
deposit-gathering teams for national banks that 
include sales, marketing, operations, customer 
service and compliance. His depository banking 
experience includes the management of funds 
under legal supervision, including the oversight 
of account relationships for bankruptcy trust-
ees, state and federal court receivers, disburs-
ing agents, class action suit administrators, chief 
responsible officers, chief restructuring officers, 
assignees and chapter 7 trustees.
 William S. Sugden  of Alston & Bird 
(Atlanta) has been elected to ABI’s Board of 
Directors. An ABI member since 2008, he chairs 
ABI’s Corporate Restructuring Competition. He 
will serve a term of three years. 
 Mr. Sugden is partner with the Financial 
Restructuring & Reorganization Group at 
Alston & Bird. He represents debtors, bank-
ruptcy trustees, creditors’ committees and 
other fiduciaries, as well as creditors and 
indenture trustees, in bankruptcy proceed-
ings. He has substantial experience advising 
parties on insolvency-related issues arising 
in workouts and insolvency-related issues 
in significant transactions. Mr. Sugden also 
has significant experience advising clients 
on derivatives safe-harbor issues. Chambers 
USA  recognized him as a 2016 “Up and 
Coming” lawyer, and he was named to The 
Best Lawyers in America for 2018-2020 in 
the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law.
 Adrienne K. Walker of Mintz, Levin, 
Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, PC (Boston) 
has been elected to ABI’s Board of Directors. 
An ABI member since 2000, she is a member 
of the ABI’s “40 under 40” Program Steering 
Committee, is an active member of ABI’s 
Bankruptcy Litigation, Business Reorganization, 
Mediation and Secured Credit Committees, 
was on the advisory board of ABI’s Northeast 
Bankruptcy Conference in 2017 and is a fre-
quent contributor to the ABI Journal. She will 
serve a term of three years.
 Ms. Walker has significant experience in 
workout, restructuring and bankruptcy mat-
ters. She represents corporate debtors, secured 
and unsecured creditors, lessors and lessees, 
and trustees in federal, state and out-of-court 
restructurings. Her clients represent a variety 
of industries, including retail, health care, tex-
tile manufacturers, biopharmaceutical, com-
puter software, aviation, jewelry and automo-
tive. More frequently, she has been engaged to 
represent trustees and bondholders in numerous 
chapter 9 municipal bankruptcies. She is also 
an adjunct professor at Suffolk University Law 
School, where she teaches advanced courses in 
business bankruptcy.  abi
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New Members
December (partial list)
Bragg Hemme
Polsinelli
Denver

Garry Hills
Wilmington Trust
Wilmington, Del.

Curt D. Hochbein
Mattingly Burke Cohen & Biederman
Indianapolis

Lesley Hoops
U.S. Bankruptcy Court (S.D. W.Va.)
Winfield, W.Va.

Joshua Huber
University of Idaho Law School
Colfax, Wash.

Kristin H. Jain
Skierski Jain PLLC
Dallas 

Lauren Kanzer
Vinson & Elkins LLP
New York 

Jared W. Kochenash
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor
Wilmington, Del. 

Thomas A. Korf, CIRA
ToneyKorf Partners, LLC
Huntington, N.Y. 

David M. Lampley
Dellutri Law Group, PA
Fort Myers, Fla.

Bart K. Larsen
Kolesar & Leatham
Las Vegas 

James M. Le
Stretto
Irvine, Calif.

Drew Lockard
Stretto
Dallas

Kenumi T. Maatafale
Maatafale Law Group
Long Beach, Calif.

James Martin
Polsinelli
St. Louis

Eric McDonald
SRS Acquiom
New Orleans

Jeffrie Miller
University of Idaho Law School
Mascow, Idaho

Alec Modrick
Ag & Business Legal Strategies
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Jessica Molano
University of Idaho Law School
Iowa City, Iowa

Shane J. Moses
Foley & Lardner LLP
San Francisco

Alexandria Nikolinos
U.S. Bankruptcy Court (D. N.J.)
Camden, N.J. 

Anne O’Donnell
r2 advisors llc
Denver

Michael Ohlrogge
New York University School of Law
New York

John O’Neill
NTA-Riverbend
Dallas

Melissa Pettit
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
New York

Shauncey Hunter Ridgeway
Christian & Small LLP
Madison, Miss. 

Ryan Robison
Keith A. Rodriguez, Ch. 13 Trustee
Lafayette, La.

Andrew Roth-Moore
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
Denver

Burkley Rudd
University of Idaho Law School
Moscow, Idaho

Matthew A. Ruiz
University of Idaho Law School
Boise, Idaho

Bryon Sergeant
Alvarez & Marsal
Chicago 

Nohl Speck
University of Idaho Law School
Moscow, Idaho

John M. Spires
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Lexington, Ky.

Rachel A. Sternlieb
Allen Vellone Wolf Helfrich & Factor
Denver

Philip A. Theodore
McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.
Atlanta

Alexander Tiktin
Davidoff Hutcher & Citron
New York

Brett Turlington
Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP
Wilmington, Md.

John Veraja
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
New York 

Kathryn Waites
U.S. Bankruptcy Court (E.D. Ky.)
Lexington, Ky.

Kristin C. Wigness
McGuireWoods LLP
New York 

Matthew A. Winer
Hamilton Stephens Steele + Martin
Charlotte, N.C. 

Andrew Winn
Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC
Melville, N.Y. 

Andrew Workman
Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP
Wilmington, Del.

Karen Zeituni
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, et al.
New York

January (partial list)
Vinay Agarwal
Plotzker & Agarwal, CPAs, LLC
New York 

Jeffrey S. Ainsworth
BransonLaw, PLLC
Orlando, Fla. 

Mayra Arguelles
Jose R. Carrion, Chapter 13 Trustee
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Vanessa Badillo
U.S. Bankruptcy Court (D. P.R.)
Ponce, Puerto Rico 

Jared Banks
Concordia Univesity School of Law
Boise, Idaho 

Eduarado Barreda
Condordia Law School
Boise, Idaho 

Saul Baum
EisnerAmper LLP
Lakewood, N.Y. 

Jay D. Befort
Kansas Department of Revenue
Topeka, Kan. 

David Bissett
Office of the U.S. Trustee
Hurricane, W.Va. 

Eric Boyer
Alvarez and Marsal
Dallas 

Gary Brackett
Knoxville, Tenn.

Ryan Brown
Patriot Investment Partners
Melbourne, Fla. 

Frances Brunet
Ferraiuoli LLC
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Nicole Bruno
Goldberg Kohn Ltd.
Chicago

John A. Buldo
ToneyKorf Partners, LLC
New York 

Wade M. Burgeson
Engelman Berger, PC
Phoenix

Terry L. Burke
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Cincinnati

John Burnau
Metzger Property Services
Leesburg, Ind. 

Charlotte Caulfield
Kalo
Road Town, British Virgin Islands

Kevin Chiu
Baker Botts LLP
Houston 

Maria Cho
Robins Kaplan LLP
Los Angeles

Stephen Clapp
Strategic Healthcare Advisers
Clinton, Tenn.

Hon. David D. Cleary
U.S. Bankruptcy Court (N.D. Ill.)
Chicago

Michael Clinch
University of Miami School of Law
Miami 

Anthony Combe
Boise, Idaho

Tom H. Connolly
Connolly, Trustee
Lafayette, Colo.

Kimberly Crabbe-Adams
Harneys
Tortola, British Virgin Islands

David Cunningham
Grant Thornton (BVI) Ltd.
Tortola, British Virgin Islands

Eleanor William Dahar
Victor W. Dahar, PA
Manchester, N.H. 

Matthew DeCaminada
Stutz Law Office 
Sacramento

Gregory V. Demo
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP
New York

Frank S. DePalo
FS DePalo Law LLC
Atlanta

Christine Devito
White & Case LLP
New York 

Elizabeth Cocat Domenico
Robinson & Henry, PC
Denver

Anthony Dutra
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