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Event Roundup
Battleground West Celebrates Quarter-
Century Anniversary in Los Angeles

ABI’s Bankruptcy Battleground West celebrated its 
25th anniversary on March 21 at the JW Marriott 
LA Live in Los Angeles. Continuing its tradition 

of bringing seasoned insolvency professionals together to 
discuss leading bankruptcy 
issues, the program offered 
attendees sessions on bank-
ruptcy appeals, pensions, 
retention and compensation 
and more. Also back by 
popular demand was ABI’s 
“Shark Tank” session, 
which featured bankruptcy 
experts pitching proposed 
modifications to recent U.S. 
Supreme Court/circuit-level 
decisions and other topi-
cal bankruptcy issues to a 
panel of judicial “sharks.” 
Contestants attempted to sway the judges’ opinions on 
issues relating to structured dismissals, the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, safe harbors and more. During the 
luncheon, Prof. Robert K. Rasmussen of the University 
of Southern California Gould School of Law presented his 
perspective on “The End of Bankruptcy, Revisited.” The 
day ended with a well-attended networking reception. 
 ABI thanks co-chairs Kimberly A. Posin (Latham 
& Watkins LLP; Los Angeles) and Randye B. Soref 

(Polsinelli LLP; Los Angeles), as well as Judicial Chair 
Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel (N.D. Cal.; San Francisco) 
and the many other members of the conference advisory 
board, for continuing the tradition of hosting an amazing 
program. ABI also thanks the following sponsors of the 
conference for their financial support: the 2017 Bankruptcy 
Battleground West Advisory Board, Deloitte, Development 
Specialists, Inc., FTI Consulting, Inc., Greenberg Glusker 
Fields Claman & Machtinger LLP, Grobstein Teeple LLP, 
Loeb & Loeb LLP, Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP, 
Robins Kaplan LLP and Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, 
LLP. If you missed the program and would like to see the 
conference educational materials, ABI members can access 
them for free at materials.abi.org.  abi

William P. Weintraub (Goodwin Procter LLP; New York), Tiffany Ikeda 
(Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP; Los Angeles), Bankruptcy Judge 
Margaret M. Mann (S.D. Cal.; San Diego), Bradley D. Sharp (Development 
Specialists, Inc.; Los Angeles) and past ABI president James Patrick 
Shea (Armstrong Teasdale LLP; Las Vegas) (l-r) held a lively discussion 
on professionals employed at the bankruptcy estate’s expense.

Prof. Robert K. Rasmussen (University 
of Southern California Gould School 
of Law; Los Angeles) delivered the 
luncheon keynote.

Keith J. Shapiro (c), co-chair of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and the firm’s 
Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice in Chicago, received the Emory 
Bankruptcy Developments Journal’s Distinguished Service Award for 
Lifetime Achievement. He was a member of its inaugural issue. In 
addition to his service as the Journal’s alumni advisor, Mr. Shapiro 
also founded the Journal’s Keith J. Shapiro Awards for Excellence in 
Consumer and Corporate Bankruptcy Writing in 1999. An ABI member 
since 1983, Mr. Shapiro served as ABI president from 2000-01. He 
is pictured above with fellow Greenberg Traurig colleagues Cesar L. 
Alvarez (l) and G. Ray Warner.

The M&A Advisor announced that Hon. Kevin J. Carey (second from right) 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware is the recipient 
of the 2017 M&A Advisor Leadership Award. In 2016, he completed six 
years of service as the bankruptcy judge member on the Space and 
Facilities Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States. 
Judge Carey remains a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s 
Facilities and Security Committee. He was recently appointed by the 
director of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts to serve on its 
Bankruptcy Judge Advisory Group as Third Circuit representative. Judge 
Carey is also an adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law 
and Temple University’s Beasley School of Law. He has been an ABI 
member since 1997 and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Carey 
is pictured with Thomas Kim of r2 advisors, and David Fergusson and 
Roger Aguinaldo of The M&A Advisor (l-r).

Carey and Shapiro Receive Special Recognitions
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Members in the News

Richards, Layton & Finger, PA announced 
that the firm has been recognized for 
excellence in 22 areas in the U.S. News 

and World Report/Best Lawyers 2017 “Best Law 
Firms” rankings. The firm received the survey’s 
top tier 1 metropolitan ranking in 19 practice areas, 
including for bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights/
insolvency and reorganization law, and bankrupt-
cy litigation. ABI members with the firm include 
Joseph C. Barsalona, II, Mark D. Collins, 
Andrew M. Dean, Daniel J. DeFranceschi, Brett 
M. Haywood, Paul N. Heath, Ann Jerominski, 
Cory D. Kandestin, John H. Knight, Robert 
C. Maddox, Jason M. Madron, Michael J. 
Merchant, Marcos A. Ramos, Brendan J. 
Schlauch, Zachary I. Shapiro, Russell C. 
Silberglied, Robert J. Stearn, Jr., Amanda R. 
Steele and Marisa A. Terranova.
 Arnold & Porter LLP and Kaye Scholer LLP 
announced that the two firms have merged to 
become Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP. This 
strategic combination brings together regulatory 
expertise, litigation and transactional practitio-
ners, and multidisciplinary practices in the life sci-
ences and financial services industries. Michael 
L. Bernstein, who serves as ABI Treasurer, 
and Mark F. Liscio will co-chair the combined 
firm’s Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring 
Practice. Other ABI members included with 
the merger include Ivory Bishop, Michael J. 
Canning, Dana Elliott, Rosa Evergreen, Hon. 
Lisa Hill Fenning (ret.), Tiffany Ikeda, Seth 
J. Kleinman, Andrew A. Kress, Charles A. 
Malloy, Michael D. Messersmith, D. Tyler 
Nurnberg, Madlyn Gleich Primoff, Stephen 
Rutenberg, Allen Secretov, Michael B. Solow 
and Sheldon L. Solow.
 For the seventh consecutive year, Midwest-
based Plunkett Cooney has been ranked as one 
of the 2017 “Best Law Firms” by U.S. News & 
World Report and The Best Lawyers in America. 
Four of the firm’s offices received tier-one rat-
ings in multiple practice areas, including bank-
ruptcy and creditor/debtor rights/insolvency 
and reorganization law. ABI members with 
the firm include Joseph M. Ammar, Douglas 
C. Bernstein, Emily M. Coyle, Michael A. 
Fleming and David A. Lerner.
 SSG Capital Advisors, LLC announced the 
promotions of Teresa C. Kohl to managing 
director and Neil Gupta to director. Ms. Kohl 
and Mr. Gupta both have special-situations 
investment banking experience and are based 
in the firm’s West Conshohocken, Pa., head-
quarters. Ms. Kohl will continue to originate 
and lead investment banking transactions, as 
well as manage SSG’s Litigation Advisory 

Practice. She has 20 years of experience in 
restructuring advisory and serves on ABI’s 
Board of Directors. Ms. Kohl has been an ABI 
member since 2008. Mr. Gupta will serve a 
role in practice development, cultivating and 
maintaining referral sources and client relation-
ships, as well as leading investment banking 
transactions. He has advised clients on mergers 
and acquisitions, divestitures, recapitalizations 
and private placements of both senior and sub-
ordinated debt and equity. Mr. Gupta has been 
an ABI member since 2012.
 Saul Ewing LLP announced that Steven 
C. Reingold has joined the firm as a partner 
in its Commercial Litigation and Labor and 
Employment Practices. Based in the firm’s 
Boston and New York offices, he will handle 
litigation matters for clients throughout the 
nation, including general commercial litigation 
and related risk-management and avoidance, 
management-side employment counseling and 
litigation, and business bankruptcy litigation. 
Mr. Reingold’s litigation and consulting expe-
rience includes participating as lead counsel 
or co-counsel in complex commercial disputes 
resolved through negotiation, mediation, arbitra-
tion and litigation. In addition, he has restruc-
turing and bankruptcy experience, having rep-
resented companies, debtors, official creditors’ 
committees, trustees, creditors and other inter-
ested parties in insolvency-related matters. Mr. 
Reingold has been an ABI member since 2003.
 Norton Rose Fulbright announced that 
Gregory M. Wilkes of the firm’s Financial 
Restructuring and Insolvency Practice in Dallas 
has been promoted to partner. He represents clients 
in the energy, financial and technology industries 
in business restructurings involving transactional 
and litigation-related engagements. An ABI mem-
ber since 2010, Mr. Wilkes also advises corporate 
debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, and pur-
chasers of financially distressed companies.
 CohnReznick LLP announced that partner 
Chad J. Shandler has been named nation-
al director of Restructuring and Litigation 
Advisory for CohnReznick Advisory. For nearly 
25 years, he has provided financially troubled 
companies, trustees, secured creditors and credi-
tor groups with solutions to maximize value by 
advancing restructuring alternatives, develop-
ing financial and operating plans, and negoti-
ating with stakeholders. In litigation matters, 
Mr. Shandler has been retained as an expert to 
plaintiffs and defendants involving lost profit, 
breach of contract, anti-trust and fraudulent con-
veyances, and he has conducted investigations 
and analyzed situations involving asset acquisi-

Teresa C. Kohl

Steven C. Reingold

Gregory M. Wilkes

Michael L. Bernstein
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tion, divestitures and merger transactions, board 
of directors’ decisions, preferential and fraudu-
lent transfers, Ponzi schemes, investor fraud, 
parent/subsidiary relationships, embezzlement, 
and corporate mismanagement. He has been an 
ABI member since 2005.
 Okin Adams, LLP announced that restruc-
turing attorney Raymond J. Urbanik will 
head the firm’s new Dallas office. With more 
than 25 years of experience, he has worked on 
all types of restructuring, bankruptcy and turn-
around cases, including national restructurings. 
Mr. Urbanik has represented debtors, creditors’ 
committees, bankruptcy trustees, large creditors, 
financial institutions, insurance companies and 
buyers of businesses and assets in bankruptcy 
sale and liquidation cases, as well as trustees and 
business clients in contingency business litiga-
tion. An ABI member since 1998, Mr. Urbanik 
is a former president of the Dallas chapter of 
the Turnaround Management Association and is 
currently a board member.   
 JND Corporate Restructuring announced that 
Steven B. Smith has joined the firm as senior 
consultant and will focus on advancing its growth 
objectives and supporting clients in their corporate 
restructuring endeavors. He had previously rep-
resented parties in complex chapter 11 cases and 
other distressed situations. In addition, Mr. Smith 
has received awards for his pro bono work by, 
among others, the New York City Legal Assistance 
Project. He has been an ABI member since 2004. 
 Michael R. Dal Lago, the founding part-
ner of Dal Lago Law in Napes, Fla., has been 
appointed as vice president of the Southwest 
Florida Bankruptcy Professionals Association. 
He has more than 16 years of experience in 
insolvency matters, including in consumer retail, 
health care and real estate. He has represented 
mid-market clients, distressed companies, debt-
ors, committees, secured and unsecured credi-
tors, and purchasers of distressed assets in bank-
ruptcy proceedings, asset sales and out-of-court 
restructurings. In addition, Mr. Dal Lago has 
counseled corporate entities in bankruptcy liti-
gation, including avoidance actions. He has been 
an ABI member since 2002.
 Florida-based KapilaMukamal,  LLP 
announced that the firm received The M&A 
Advisor’s 11th Annual Turnaround Awards 
for the Sector Award Category-Consumer 
Discretionary Deal of the Year ($25 million 
to $50 million). ABI members with the firm 
include Shawna Amarnani, Melissa Davis, 
Lesley J. Johnson, Soneet R. Kapila and 
Barry E. Mukamal.
 Jennifer M. Meyerowitz has been named 
managing director of Business Development 
at Garden City Group, LLC. She brings more 
than 15 years of experience in business devel-

opment and bankruptcy and restructuring law. 
Previously, Ms. Meyerowitz began her career 
as a practicing attorney representing debtors, 
secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ 
committees and trustees in complex workouts, 
debt restructurings, commercial litigation and 
chapter 11 proceedings. In this new role, she 
will oversee all restructuring business-devel-
opment efforts related to the firm’s bankruptcy 
and restructuring. An ABI member since 2005, 
she serves on ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy 
Workshop advisory board.
 Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Hammer LLP in 
Chicago announced that Michael A. Brandess 
has been promoted to partner. He joined the firm’s 
Business Transactions and Corporate Restructuring 
and Creditors’ Rights Practice Groups in 2011. Mr. 
Brandess has represented companies in healthy 
and distressed situations, and has led complex 
restructurings and liquidations in industries rang-
ing from energy, real estate, construction, agricul-
ture, retail, financial services, telecommunications 
and restaurant franchises. In 2015, he received 
the Turnaround Management Association’s 
“Emerging Leader of the Year” Award from the 
Chicago/Midwest chapter. Mr. Brandess has been 
an ABI member since 2008.  abi

Robert S. Hertzberg (Pepper Hamilton LLP; Southfield, 
Mich.) and his family have been season ticket-holders for 
the Detroit Red Wings hockey team for 36 years — the 
longest currently tenured among their passionate fan base. 
An ABI member since 1983, Mr. Hertzberg (above, far right 
and below) was invited by the NHL team to participate in 
a ceremonial opening faceoff at the team’s last game in 
the historic Joe Louis Arena on April 9. The 20,000-seat 
arena on the Detroit River opened in 1979, and the Wings 
captured two of their Stanley Cups there, in 1997 and 2002. 

ABI Member Invited to Historic 
Puck Drop in Detroit

Michael R. Dal Lago

Raymond J. Urbanik
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Supreme Court Reverses Jevic
Structured Dismissals Cannot Deviate from Priority Rule; 
Both ABI Commission Report and ABI Journal Cited

Reversing the Third Circuit in Czyzewski v. Jevic 
Holding Corp., the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 6-2 
on March 22 that a bankruptcy court, without con-

sent from affected parties, cannot approve so-called struc-
tured dismissals that “deviate from the basic priority rules.” 
Justice Stephen Breyer’s majority opinion was careful to 
narrow the Court’s holding so that the opinion would not 
be interpreted to preclude first-day wage or critical-vendor 
orders. Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas dis-
sented, saying that the writ of certiorari should have been 
dismissed as improvidently granted.
 Justice Breyer cited the ABI Commission to Study the 
Reform of Chapter 11 Final Report’s definition of “struc-
tured dismissals,” and noted that the Final Report referred 
to the practice as “increasingly common.” Justice Breyer 
observed that the Bankruptcy Code “does not explicitly 
state what priority rules — if any — apply to a distribu-
tion” when a chapter 11 case is dismissed. However, he 
noted that a chapter 11 plan cannot violate rules of priority 
over objection from an impaired creditor class. As § 349(b) 
does not say when there is “cause” to depart from the ordi-
nary rules governing the effects of dismissal, he said the 
propriety of structured dismissals was a “complicated 
question.” Nonetheless, he said, the answer is “simple”: 
Structured dismissals are not permissible.
 As the Bankruptcy Code’s “priority system consti-
tutes a basic underpinning of business bankruptcy law,” 
Justice Breyer said that the Court “would expect to see 
some affirmative indication of intent if Congress actually 
meant to make structured dismissals a backdoor means to 
achieve the exact kind of nonconsensual priority-violating 
final distributions that the [Bankruptcy] Code prohibits in 
chapter 7 liquidations and chapter 11 plans.” He sought 
to tailor the opinion so as to prohibit common practices 
in chapter 11 cases that depart from the rules and timing 
of distributions, such as first-day orders allowing payment 
of pre-petition wages and claims of so-called critical ven-
dors. Those practices, Justice Breyer said, are designed to 
enhance the chance for a successful reorganization. 
 On the other hand, Justice Breyer said that if a “pri-
ority-violating” distribution in a structured dismissal “is 
attached to a final disposition, it does not preserve the 
debtor as a going concern.” He left the door open to other 
priority-defying practices if there is a “significant offset-
ting bankruptcy-related justification.”  
 Justice Breyer also dashed hopes for structured dismiss-
als even in a “rare case.” He said that allowing them would 
result in “similar claims being made in many, not just a few, 
cases.” In concluding that “Congress did not authorize a ‘rare 
case’ exception,” he cited a September 2015 ABI Journal 
article (“[O] nce the floodgates are opened, debtors and 
favored creditors can be expected to make every case that 
‘rare case.’”). Rudzik, “A Priority Is a Priority Is a Priority — 
Except When It Isn’t,” 34 Am. Bankr. Inst. J. 16, 79 (2015). 

 ABI hosted a webinar right after the decision that fea-
tured expert analysis by Prof. Jonathan Lipson (Temple 
University School of Law; Philadelphia), David R. Kuney 
(Whiteford Taylor & Preston, LLP; Washington, D.C.), 
ABI Resident Scholar Andrew Dawson (University of 
Miami Law School; Miami) and ABI Editor-at-Large Bill 
Rochelle. Listen to the webinar at abi.org/educational-
brief/examining-the-supreme-courts-ruling-in-czyzewski-
v-jevic-holding-corp. Also check out this month’s cover 
feature (p. 12) for more on the Jevic case. 

New Trump Administration the Focus 
of ABI Panel at INSOL Quadrennial

 What policy preferences of the Trump presidential 
administration might impact restructuring professionals? A 
panel of experts assessed the question during a plenary ses-
sion at the 10th Quadrennial of INSOL International, held 
in Sydney, Australia, on March 21. ABI Vice President-
International Ronald J. Silverman of Hogan Lovells US 
LLP moderated the panel, with William H. (Tuck) Hardie 
of Houlihan Lokey, Bob Rajan of Alvarez & Marsal and 
Carlyn Taylor of FTI Consulting Inc. They focused on 
prospective policy in energy, including oil and gas, coal 
and renewables, and on international trade, tariffs and tax 
policy, along with business and financial industry regula-
tion. The interactive session explored possible effects on 
cross-border commerce for industry stakeholders in the 
U.S., Europe, the Far East and Latin America. 
 More than 900 people attended the Quadrennial. ABI 
is the largest INSOL member association in the U.S., with 
more than 500 members. 

Consumer Commission Organizes, 
Plans First Public Event at NACBA
 ABI’s 15-member Commission on Consumer 
Bankruptcy held its organizational meeting on April 19 in 
Washington, D.C., ahead of a busy schedule to solicit the 
views of a broad range of professionals who practice in the 

What’s Happening at ABI

Bob Rajan of Alvarez & Marsal, William H. (Tuck) Hardie of Houlihan 
Lokey, Carlyn Taylor of FTI Consulting Inc. and former ABI Vice President-
International Affairs Ronald J. Silverman of Hogan Lovells US LLP (l-r) 
led a panel during the INSOL Quadrennial on the Trump administration’s 
impact on restructuring professionals.
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consumer bankruptcy area. The Commission’s purpose is to 
examine the consumer bankruptcy system and recommend 
improvements that can be added within its existing structure. 
For more information, visit consumercommission.abi.org.
 The Commission aims to modernize the consumer 
bankruptcy system with practical and cost-effective rec-
ommendations, building on the framework established 
by Bankruptcy Code of 1978 and the Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005. It will 
employ an open, information-gathering model that allows 
interested parties across the consumer bankruptcy spec-
trum to provide input.
 William Houston Brown, a former bankruptcy judge 
for the Western District of Tennessee, and Elizabeth 
Perris, a former bankruptcy judge for the District of 
Oregon and member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel 
for the Ninth Circuit, will serve as co-chairs of the com-
mission. “I expect the final Commission report to repre-
sent consensus recommendations for improvements in the 
consumer bankruptcy system,” Mr. Brown said. Ms. Perris 
added that she “is looking forward to working with the 
diverse group of stakeholders on the commission and its 
committees to produce recommendations that will modern-
ize and improve the consumer bankruptcy system for all 
who participate.”
 The Commission Reporter who will assist in operations 
and draft the final report is Robert Lawless, the Max L. 
Rowe Professor of Law and co-director of the Program 
on Law, Behavior and Social Science at the University 
of Illinois College of Law. “As a long-time ABI mem-
ber, it was a privilege to be asked to play a role in this 
Commission,” Mr. Lawless said. “I look forward to a vig-
orous, open and respectful process that I hope will lead to 
a report around which there is a broad consensus.”
 The 15 commissioners, representing various facets 
of the consumer bankruptcy system, include Michael 
Bates (JPMorgan Chase Bank; Lewisville, Texas), ABI 
Vice President-Publications Alane A. Becket (Becket & 
Lee, LLP, Malvern, Pa.), Edward Boltz (Offices of John 
T. Orcutt; Durham, N.C.), Rudy Cerone (McGlinchey 
Stafford; New Orleans), Bankruptcy Judge Randall 
Dunn (ret.) (Portland, Ore.), chapter 13 trustee Henry 
Hildebrand (Nashville, Tenn.), Ariane Holtschlag 
(FactorLaw; Chicago), David Houston (Mitchell, 
McNutt & Sams; Aberdeen, Miss.); Richardo Kilpatrick 
(Kilpatrick & Associates; Rochester Hills, Mich.), Prof. 
Bruce Markell (Northwestern University School of 
Law; Chicago), Ronald Peterson (Jenner & Block LLP; 
Chicago), John Rao (National Consumer Law Center; 
Boston), Wendell Sherk (St. Louis) and Tara Twomey 
(National Consumer Law Center; Carmel, Calif.).
 The ex officio (non-voting) commissioners are ABI 
President-Elect Edward T. Gavin (Gavin/Solmonese 
LLC; Wilmington, Del.), ABI Executive Director Samuel 
J. Gerdano, ABI President (and former judge) Eugene R. 
Wedoff and Clifford J. White III (Executive Office for 
U.S. Trustees; Washington, D.C.).  
 The Commission has also established three advisory 
committees of very experienced and diverse professionals 
to assist in the organization of the study. 

 Members of the Committee on Case Administration and 
the Estate include Thomas L. Canary, Jr. (Reimer Law 
Co. ;Versailles, Ky.), H. David Cox (Cox Law Group; 
Lynchburg, Va.), John Crane (RAS Crane LLC; Atlanta), 
Franklin Drake (Smith Debnam Narron Wyche Saintsing 
& Myers LLP; Raleigh, N.C.), Jim J. Haller (Sulaiman 
Law Group, Ltd.; Oak Brook, Ill.), Michael J. McCormick 
(McCalla Raymer Pierce, LLC; Roswell, Ga.), Susan L. 
Myers (Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada; Las Vegas), 
Brian D. Shapiro (Law Office of Brian D. Shapiro; Las 
Vegas), Past ABI President Brian L. Shaw (Shaw Fishman 
Glantz & Towbin LLC; Chicago) and Alice L. Whitten 
(Wells Fargo Law Department; Minneapolis).
 Members of the Committee on Chapter 7 include 
Cynthia L. Carroll (Cynthia L. Carroll, PA; Newark, 
Del.), ABI Journal Coordinating Editor Karen Cordry 
(National Association of Attorneys General; Washington, 
D.C.), Miriam Goott (Walker & Patterson, PC; Houston), 
Neil C. Gordon (Arnall Golden Gregory LLP; Atlanta), 
Mark C. Leffler (Boleman Law Firm, PC; Richmond, 
Va.), Dennis J. LeVine (Kelley Kronenberg; Tampa, 
Fla.), Berton J. Maley (Codilis & Associates, PC; Burr 
Ridge, Ill.), Prof. Nathalie D. Martin (University of New 
Mexico School of Law; Albuquerque, N.M.); Kate E. 
Nicholson (Nicholson Herrick LLP; Cambridge, Mass.) 
and Joseph R. Prochaska (Prochaska, Quinn & Ferraro, 
PC; Nashville, Tenn.).  
 Members of the Committee on Chapter 13 include 
Beverly M. Burden (Chapter 13 Trustee; Lexington, Ky.), 
Daniel L. Cummings (Norman, Hanson & DeTroy, LLC; 

Do you know a rising star? We are now accepting nominations for 
ABI’s 40 Under 40 Program through July 31, 2017. This exciting new 
initiative is intended to increase engagement by younger members 
and identify potential future leaders. Winners will be invited to a 
special awards program at ABI’s Winter Leadership Conference, 
Nov. 30-Dec. 2 at the LaQuinta Resort & Club in Palm Springs, Calif. 
(more information forthcoming at abi.org/events). This program is open 
to bankruptcy, insolvency and restructuring professionals from around 
the world who are 40 years old or younger as of Dec. 1, 2017. For 
more information, visit abi40under40.org.

Nominations Open for ABI’s 40 Under 40
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Portland, Maine), Alex Jeffrey Dolhancyk (The Dolhancyk 
Law Firm, PC; Jonesboro, Ga.), Jenny L. Doling (Doling 
Shaw & Hanover; Palm Desert, Calif.), Prof. Angela 
Littwin (University of Texas School of Law; Austin, 
Texas), former judge Keith Lundin (Pittsburgh), Leslie 
N. Mann (Mackie Wolf Zientz & Mann, PC; Little Rock, 
Ark.), James F. Molleur (Molleur Law Office; Biddeford, 
Maine) and David G. Peake (Chapter 13 Trustee; Houston).

The first public meeting of the ABI Consumer 
Commission will take place at the National Association 
of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) Annual 
Meeting on May 4-7 in Orlando, Fla.

March “Eye on Bankruptcy” 

Bankruptcy Judges Kevin Gross (D. Del.; Wilmington) 
and Wendelin I. Lipp (D. Md.; Greenbelt) were the guests 
for the March episode of “Eye on Bankruptcy,” and then 
discussed important cases decided in February, includ-
ing the Jevic case, which had been decided by the U.S. 
Supreme Court on March 22, just before the air date. ABI 
Resident Scholar Prof. Andrew Dawson of the University 
of Miami School of Law served as guest host. The judges 
discussed the import of several commercial and consumer 
cases dealing with structured dismissals and WARN Act 
claims, among other issues.  
 “Eye on Bankruptcy” is a 60-minute online program 
that is now in its third year. The show is free, and CLE 
credit is available. Archive shows can be streamed at 
eyeonbankruptcy.com, and you can sign up to receive 
notices of upcoming episodes.

Annual Shapero Symposium Features 
Debate on Successor Liability

The Judge Walter Shapero Annual Dinner and 
Symposium will be held on Tuesday, May 9, at the Westin 
Southfield in Detroit. This year’s program will be a debate 
on the proposition that asset sales under § 363 should law-
fully be free and clear of successor-liability claims. Debating 
the issue will be William P. Weintraub (Goodwin Procter 
LLP; New York) and retired Bankruptcy Judge Robert E. 
Gerber (Joseph Hage Aaronson LLC; New York). Judge 
Gerber was the presiding judge in the GM bankruptcy.
 The Shapero Dinner and Symposium was founded in 
2003 to advance scholarly thought on important issues in 

bankruptcy and is named in honor of Judge Shapero (E.D. 
Mich.). Tickets for the event (reception, dinner and pro-
gram) are available at abi.org/events.

ABI Provides Scholarships for 13 Clerks 
to Attend Byrne Judicial Clerkship

 ABI provided scholarships to 13 law clerks to attend 
the Byrne Judicial Clerkship Institute at Pepperdine 
University School of Law on March 16-17 in Malibu, 
Calif. The Institute provides federal clerks at the district 
and appellate court levels with specialized training and 
practical knowledge in the subjects that clerks need to be 
most effective in helping their judges. 
 The Institute (a combined product of Pepperdine, the 
Federal Judicial Center and ABI) provides a memorable 
learning experience each year for the 75 clerks who attend. 
ABI has developed a specialized track of programs that 
are specific to the skill set that is needed in bankruptcy 
law. This year, ABI funded the registration fees and travel 
expenses for 13 new clerks, who traveled from across the 
nation to learn from an expert faculty of sitting judges 
from the courts of appeals, district courts and bankruptcy 
courts. The bankruptcy faculty included Judges Martin 
R. Barash (C.D. Cal.; Woodland Hills), C. Ray Mullins 
(N.D. Ga.; Atlanta) and Barry Russell (C.D. Cal.; Los 
Angeles). They were joined by such leading academics as 
Dean Erwin Chemerinsky of the University of California 
at Irvine School of Law and Prof. Barry McDonald of the 
Pepperdine University School of Law.

ABILive Webinar Focuses on Foreclosure
 On April 4, the ABI Real Estate Committee hosted 
another free ABILive webinar on foreclosure. The webinar 
provided an overview of foreclosure and how it works, and 
addressed current trends in foreclosure actions, including 
UCC issues, impediments to lenders foreclosing (e.g., the 
Bank Secrecy Act and repository issues) and alternatives 
to foreclosure. The panel of experts included James C. 
Brand (Fredrikson & Byron, PA; Minneapolis), Mark 
A. Gittelman (PNC Bank, NA; Philadelphia) and David 
Gold (Perkins Coie, LLP; Chicago). If you missed this lat-
est webinar, you can access it for free at cle.abi.org.

ABI Resident Scholar Andrew Dawson (l) discussed recent cases, including 
the Jevic decision regarding structured dismissials, with “Eye on 
Bankruptcy” guests Judges Wendelin I. Lipp (c) and Kevin Gross.

Bankruptcy Judges C. Ray Mullins (N.D. Ga.; Atlanta) (l) and Barry 
Russell (C.D. Cal.; Los Angeles) discuss bankruptcy appeals during the 
Pepperdine program.



In
si

d
e 

A
B

I

48

Dr. Douglas Brinkley

Dan White

Jacques N. El-Chayeb

Moody’s Analytics Director to Speak 
at Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar

Dan White, a director at Moody’s 
Analytics, will be the keynote speaker 
at ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy 
Seminar on Aug. 24 at the Westin 
Cincinnati. He is responsible for direct-
ing government consulting and regional 
economic research with an emphasis 
on public finance and fiscal policy. Mr. 
White regularly presents to clients and 
conferences, and has been featured in a 

number of print, radio and televised media outlets, ranging 
from the Wall Street Journal to National Public Radio. He 
also has had the pleasure of working closely with a num-
ber of governments in an advisory role, and is an adjunct 
professor at Villanova University. Before joining Moody’s 
Analytics, Mr. White worked as a financial economist for 
the New Mexico State Legislative Finance Committee in 
Santa Fe, where he forecasted revenues and analyzed a 
wide range of policy issues concentrated around economic 
development, public investment and debt management. 
He holds an M.A. in economics, as well as undergraduate 
degrees in finance and international business from New 
Mexico State University.
 His session, entitled “Economics 101,” will begin at 
1:30 p.m. Register for the conference at abi.org/events.

Presidential Historian to Keynote 
ABI Lunch at NCBJ in October
 Dr. Douglas Brinkley, CNN’s presi-
dential historian, will be the keynote dur-
ing this year’s ABI luncheon program at 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges Annual Conference on Oct. 10 
in Las Vegas. He is currently a profes-
sor of history at Rice University and a 
Fellow at the James Baker III Institute 
of Public Policy. He also served as his-
torian and director at the Eisenhower 
Center for American Studies. His most recent book, The 
Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade 
for America, was published in July 2009 and became an 
instant New York Times best-seller. Dr. Brinkley completed 
his bachelor’s degree at Ohio State University and received 
his doctorate in U.S. diplomatic history from Georgetown 
University in 1989. He then spent a year at the U.S. Naval 
Academy and Princeton University teaching history.
 Five of Dr. Brinkley’s books have been selected as 
New York Times “Notable Books of the Year”: Dean 
Acheson: The Cold War Years (1992), Driven Patriot: 
The Life and Times of James Forrestal, with Townsend 
Hoopes (1992), The Unfinished Presidency: Jimmy 
Carter’s Journey Beyond the White House (1998), Wheels 
for the World: Henry Ford, His Company and a Century 
of Progress (2003) and The Great Deluge: Hurricane 
Katrina, New Orleans, and the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
(2006). Five of his most recent publications have become 

New York Times best-sellers: The Reagan Diaries (2007), 
The Great Deluge (2006), The Boys of Pointe du Hoc: 
Ronald Reagan, D-Day and the U.S. Army 2nd Ranger 
Battalion (2005), Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the 
Vietnam War (2004) and Voices of Valor: D-Day: June 6, 
1944 with Ronald J. Drez (2004). The Great Deluge was 
the recipient of the Robert F. Kennedy prize and a finalist 
for the Los Angeles Times book award.
 Before coming to Rice, Dr. Brinkley served as pro-
fessor of history and director of the Roosevelt Center at 
Tulane University in New Orleans. During his tenure, he 
wrote two books with the late Prof. Stephen E. Ambrose: 
Rise to Globalism: American Foreign Policy Since 1938 
(1997) and The Mississippi and the Making of a Nation: 
From the Louisiana Purchase to Today (2002). On the lit-
erary front, Dr. Brinkley has edited Jack Kerouac’s dia-
ries, Hunter S. Thompson’s letters and Theodore Dreiser’s 
travelogue. His work on civil rights includes Rosa Parks 
(2000) and the forthcoming Portable Civil Rights Reader.
 He won the Benjamin Franklin Award for The 
American Heritage History of the United States (1998) and 
the Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt Naval History Prize 
for Driven Patriot (1993). He was awarded the Business 
Week Book of the Year Award for Wheels for the World 
and was also named 2004 Humanist of the Year by the 
Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities.
 Dr. Brinkley is contributing editor for Vanity Fair, Los 
Angeles Times Book Review and American Heritage. A fre-
quent contributor to the New York Times, The New Yorker, 
and The Atlantic Monthly, he is also a member of the 
Theodore Roosevelt Association, the Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt Institute, the Council on Foreign Relations and 
the Century Club. In a recent profile, the Chicago Tribune 
deemed him “America’s new past master.”
 Check out abi.org/events for fothcoming information 
on ABI’s luncheon this fall at NCBJ.

UNC Student Wins ABI’s Law Student 
Writing Competition

The Ninth Annual Law Student Writing 
Competition closed with submissions 
from across the country on a variety of 
topics. This year’s sponsors included 
first-place Prize Sponsor Blank Rome 
LLP ($2,000), second-place Prize 
Sponsor Jenner & Block ($1,250) and 
third-place Prize Sponsor Wolcott | 
Rivers | Gates ($750). The first-place 
winner was “Caught in a Vicious 

CERCLA: GM’s Environmental Turnaround,” by Jacques 
N. El-Chayeb of the University of North Carolina School 
of Law. His article will be published in the June 2017 issue 
of the ABI Journal. 
 The second- and third-place winners were “A Step 
Too Far in the Right Direction? FTI Consulting Narrowly 
Interprets § 546(e)’s Settlement Payments Safe Harbor, 
Potentially Exposing Securities Markets,” by William 
J. Diehl of Georgia State University College of Law, 
and “The Diocesan Dilemma: How an Asset Dispute in 
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a Diocesan Bankruptcy Created a Crucial Question in 
Modern Bankruptcy Law,” by Trevor Fehr of UC Davis 
School of Law, repectively. Their articles will be published 
in upcoming ABI committee newsletters. 

Commercial Fraud Committee Named 
ABI’s 2017 Committee of the Year

The 2017 Committee of the Year award was given to 
ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee for their continued 
efforts in 2016 to produce a variety of timely content for 
members, including regular committee calls, eight news-
letters and two webinars (How Criminal or Regulatory 
Proceedings Affect the Estate’s Pursuit of Claims 
and Fraud and Forensics: How Lawyers and Forensic 
Accountants Work Together to Win Cases). Committee 
Co-chair Kathy Bazoian Phelps (Diamond McCarthy 
LLP; Los Angeles) will be leaving committee leader-
ship this year to join the ABI Board of Directors; she was 
last year’s recipient of the Committee Leader of the Year 
award. Current Co-chair Eric D. Madden (Reid Collins & 
Tsai LLP; Dallas) will be joined by incoming co-chair Eric 
S. Rein (Horwood Marcus & Berk; Chicago).

Hage Named ABI’s 2017 Committee 
Leader of the Year

ABI’s 2017 Committee Leader of the Year award 
was presented to Paul R. Hage (Jaffe Raitt Heuer & 
Weiss; Southfield, Mich.) for his work as co-chair of the 
Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee in 2016. He has 
assisted his committee in a variety of projects, including 
bi-monthly committee calls and co-authoring Representing 

the Creditors’ Committee, available for purchase at 
store. abi. org. Mr. Hage is currently finishing his term as co-
chair for the committee and will continue in leadership by 
joining the Technology and Intellectual Property Committee 
as education director. An ABI member since 2006, he also 
serves as a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal.

ABI Appoints New Committee Co-Chairs
 ABI committees are the lifeblood of the organization 
and provide substantial information, educational program-
ming and opportunities for participation to members. 
Committee co-chairs ensure the ongoing strength of indi-
vidual committees, and they work with ABI leadership 
to identify areas and projects within the organization that 
committees can use to share information and thrive.
 In order to maintain a vibrant and effective com-
mittee structure, each year before the Annual Spring 
Meeting the President and President-Elect study ABI’s 
member committees’ activities, as well as current leader-
ship for the committees, and make any necessary adjust-
ments. This year, Jeffrey N. Pomerantz (Pachulski Stang 
Ziehl & Jones LLP; Los Angeles) and Hon. Eugene R. 
Wedoff (ret.), with assistance from ABI Vice President-
Membership R. Scott Williams (Rumberger, Kirk & 
Caldwell, P.A.; Birmingham, Ala.), diligently evaluated 
ABI’s 17 committees and identified new co-chairs to 
replace those who had completed their terms with leaders 
who have emerged within the committees, either through 
one of the five non-chair leadership positions (education 
director, communications manager, newsletter editor, 
membership-relations director and special projects leader) 
or other active volunteers. In those instances, ABI leader-

Authors Receive Publication Awards for Their Work on Several Recent ABI Books

During ABI’s Annual Spring Meeting in April in Washington, D.C., publication 
awards were given to (top row, from left) Sharon L. Levine (Saul Ewing 
LLP; Newark, N.J.) and Leah M. Eisenberg (Arent Fox LLP; New York) for 
Representing the Creditors’ Committee: A Guide for Practitioners; Dr. Israel 
Shaked (The Michel-Shaked Group; Boston) and Robert F. Reilly (Willamette 
Management Associates, Inc.; Chicago) for A Practical Guide to Bankruptcy 
Valuation, Second Edition; John G. Loughnane (Nutter McClennen & Fish, LLP; 
Boston) and Judy W. Weiker (Manewitz Weiker Associates, LLC; Indianapolis) 
for Bankruptcy Mediation; (bottom row, l-r) Prof. Susan E. Hauser (North 
Carolina Central University School of Law; Durham, N.C.) for Graduating with 
Debt: Student Loans under the Bankruptcy Code, Second Edition; and R. Craig 
Martin (DLA Piper; Wilmington, Del.) for Chapter 15 for Foreign Debtors. These 
and other ABI publications are available for purchase at store.abi.org (members 
must log in first to obtain reduced pricing). 
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ship appointed these emerging leaders as new co-chairs for 
two-year terms.
 This year, ABI merged two committees, Bankruptcy 
Taxation and Labor and Employment, to form the 
Bankruptcy Taxation and Employment Issues Committee. 
This new committee will monitor the tax-related activities, 
legislation and regulations of congressional committees 
and the IRS, as well as analyze bankruptcy-related issues 
on commercial labor and employment matters. Below are 
the current co-chairs of ABI’s committees.

Asset Sales
 Studies asset sales and other issues arising from the 
liquidation of assets in and out of bankruptcy proceedings. 
Co-Chairs: Eric J. Fromme (Jeffer Mangels Butler & 
Mitchell LLP; Irvine, Calif.) and Peter J. Barrett (Kutak 
Rock LLP; Richmond, Va.).

Bankruptcy Litigation
 Studies the rules of practice, evidence and proce-
dure in bankruptcy court, as well as strategy when deal-
ing with adversary proceedings and contested matters, 
for the purpose of enhancing the trial and oral advocacy 
skills of bankruptcy lawyers. Co-Chairs: Ferve E. Ozturk 
(BakerHostetler; New York) and Lucian Murley (Saul 
Ewing LLP; Wilmington, Del.).

Bankruptcy Taxation and Employment Issues Committee
 Monitors tax-related activities, as well as the legis-
lation and regulations of congressional committees and 
the IRS, and analyzes issues involving bankruptcy-related 
commercial labor and employment matters. Co-Chairs: 
Mark V. Bossi (Thompson Coburn LLP; St. Louis), 
Bradford J. Sandler (Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones 
LLP; Wilmington, Del.) and Donald A. Workman 
(BakerHostetler; Washington, D.C.).

Business Reorganization
 Studies, analyzes, and makes reports and recommenda-
tions on the operation of business reorganization cases. 
Co-Chairs: Charles M. Berk (CBIZ Corporate Recovery 
Services; New York) and Brent I. Weisenberg (Platinum 
Credit Management, LP; New York).

Commercial Fraud
 Helps identify badges of fraudulent financial 
schemes. Co-Chairs: Eric “Rick” S. Rein (Horwood 
Marcus & Berk; Chicago) and Eric D. Madden (Reid 
Collins & Tsai LLP; Dallas).

Consumer Bankruptcy
 Studies, analyzes, and makes reports and recommen-
dations on the operation of consumer chapter 7 and 13 
cases. Co-Chairs: Elizabeth Gunn (Virginia Office of 
the Attorney General; Richmond, Va.) and Elizabeth E. 
Stephens (Sullivan Hill Lewin Rez & Engel; Las Vegas).

Ethics and Professional Compensation
 Studies the standards for representation and trends in 
professional conduct discipline. Co-Chairs: B. Summer 

Chandler (Chandler Law Firm, LLC; Panama City Beach, 
Fla.) and Kenneth Pasquale (Stroock & Stroock & Lavan 
LLP; New York).

Financial Advisors and Investment Banking
 Provides for an exchange of ideas on trends in turn-
around consulting and advising. Co-Chairs: Jill Bauer 
(Epiq Systems, Inc.; Kansas City, Kan.) and Wayne P. 
Weitz (EisnerAmper LLP; New York).

Health Care
 Studies the unique aspects of health care provider insol-
vencies. Co-Chairs: Suzanne Koenig (SAK Management 
Services, LLC; Northfield, Ill.) and Andrew H. Sherman 
(Sills Cummis & Gross PC; Newark, N.J.).

International
 Provides the opportunity for the exchange of ideas 
related to cross-border bankruptcy, the stablization of 
financial systems and international trade. Co-Chairs: 
Gilberto Deon Correa, Jr. (Souto, Correa, Cesa, 
Lummertz & Amaral Advogados; Porto Alegre, Brazil) 
and Rafael X. Zahralddin-Aravena (Elliott Greenleaf; 
Wilmington, Del.).

Legislation
 Analyzes proposed and pending bills of interest to the 
membership and monitors relevant congressional action. 
Co-Chairs: Douglas M. Foley (McGuireWoods LLP; 
Washington, D.C.) and Dena Kessler (Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp.; Washington, D.C.).

Mediation
 Focuses on mediation and other ADR methods that are 
applied in the bankruptcy process, including conflict-reso-
lution skills development, overcoming impasses, multiparty 
mediations, confidentiality and more. Co-Chairs: Jerry 
M. Markowitz (Markowitz, Ringel, Trusty + Hartog, PA; 
Miami) and Richard E. Mikels (Pachulski Stang Ziehl & 
Jones LLP; Wayland, Mass.).

Real Estate
 Analyzes issues unique to the reorganization of 
commercial real estate, including simple asset cases. 
Co-Chairs: Daniel Waxman (Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, 
LLP; Lexington, Ky.) and Eric E. Walker (Perkins Coie 
LLP; Chicago).

Secured Credit
 Analyzes and reports on issues related to secured 
transactions and claims in the bankruptcy context, such as 
debtor-in-possession financing, pre-petition secured claims 
and the relationship between the Uniform Commercial 
Code and bankruptcy practice. Co-Chairs: Joshua J. 
Lewis (BBVA Compass; Birmingham, Ala.) and Brendan 
L. McPherson (Polsinelli; Kansas City, Mo.). 

Technology and Intellectual Property
 Studies unique bankruptcy issues arising from cases 
filed by high-tech and telecommunications compa-
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nies. Co-Chairs: Ericka F. Johnson (Womble Carlyle 
Sandridge & Rice, LLP; Wilmington, Del.) and Ken Kraft 
(Dentons Canada LLP; Toronto).

Unsecured Trade Creditors
Studies and makes recommendations on the rights 

of unsecured trade creditors in bankruptcy. Co-Chairs: 
Mark E. Felger (Cozen O’Connor; Wilmington, Del.) 
and Jennifer M. McLemore (Christian & Barton, LLP; 
Richmond, Va.).

Young and New Members
Encourages active involvement of young bankruptcy 

practitioners. Note: Under 36 years of age and/or under 
eight years of experience. Co-Chairs: Jennifer B. Kimble 
(Prime Clerk; New York) and Daniel A. White (Askew & 
Mazel, LLC; Albuquerque, N.M.).

ABI thanks all of the outgoing committee chairs and 
other leaders for their service. Visit abi.org/membership/
committees and join any committee by visiting its specific 
home page.

CERIL: Think Tank in European 
Restructuring and Insolvency Matters

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  E u r o p e a n 
Restructuring and Insolvency Law 
(CERIL) is an independent nonprofit 
organization of restructuring and insol-
vency practitioners, academics and 
judges committed to the improvement 
of legal and practice frameworks at 
national and European levels. CERIL’s 
primary purpose is to advise on techni-
cal and policy issues relating to restruc-

turing and insolvency laws, regulation and practice, and 
any related laws in Europe.
 CERIL was established by a group of prominent 
academics and practitioners with extensive experience 
working in the reform of insolvency laws at national and 
European levels, as well as advising international organi-
zations active in the insolvency field. Founders and mem-
bers of the invitation-only group include members of the 
European Commission Experts’ Group in Restructuring 
and Insolvency, as well as those involved in the European 
Law Institute’s project on Rescue of Business in Insolvency 
Law. As of spring 2017, CERIL is close to its maximum of 
75 conferees, representing more than 25 European coun-
tries. It is chaired by Bob Wessels, an emeritus professor 
of insolvency law from the Netherlands and ABI member 
since 1995. “We as founding conferees felt the moment 
was there to establish a collective authority as the obvious 
point of reference for national legislators and policy-mak-
ers, as well as acting as a source of expert advice for the 
EU institutions and other multiparty organizations,” Mr. 
Wessels said.
 Participants contribute views on a nonpartisan basis, 
based on their knowledge and experience as practitio-
ners, judges and academics. They also reflect the diver-

sity of national insolvency systems and legal traditions 
in Europe. Vice Chair Ignacio Tirado of the University 
of Madrid and director of the International Insolvency 
Institute said, “European insolvency law is stepping into a 
next phase of its development, with renewed cross-border 
rules and a proposal for a directive to harmonize restruc-
turing law in the EU. Its volume increases, including rules 
for groups of companies and duties for insolvency prac-
titioners and courts. This all affects also national legal 
domains, such as corporate law, contract law, securities 
law and procedural law.” 
 The vision behind CERIL is to provide a unique inde-
pendent perspective to endorse significant long-term 
improvements in restructuring and insolvency systems 
across the Europe. CERIL maintains a platform allow-
ing for the exchange of ideas and in-depth discussions. It 
will also conduct joint studies and provide statements of 
advice on technical and policy matters with a view toward 
supporting legislative initiatives at national and European 
levels. Products presently in preparation include the role 
of shareholders in a restructuring, more particularly relat-
ed to debt-for-equity swaps, specific matters of directors’ 
liability, acts detrimental to an insolvency estate, improv-
ing professional and ethical rules applicable to insolvency 
practitioners, and consumer rights in a restructuring or 
insolvency of a retailer. 
 For more information on CERIL, contact Prof. Reinout 
Vriesendorp of Leiden Law School at info@ceril.eu, or 
visit its website at ceril.eu.

ABI Journal Associate Editor Spotlight: 
Monique Bair DiSabatino

Each month, the ABI Journal spotlights 
one of its associate editors. These ABI 
members are responsible for ensuring 
that article submissions are scholarly 
and consistent. “These dedicated indi-
viduals are a large part of the quality 
and reliability of the Journal, and we 
thank them for their contributions,” said 
ABI Vice President-Publications Alane 
A. Becket of Becket & Lee, LLP. The 
reviews of these volunteer editors are 

integral to the Journal’s high-quality content. This month, 
we acknowledge Monique Bair DiSabatino, an associate 
with Saul Ewing LLP in the firm’s Wilmington, Del., and 
Philadelphia offices.
 Her practice includes a broad range of commercial 
bankruptcy, workout and restructuring matters in which 
she represents a variety of parties, including debtors, 
creditors’ committees, unsecured creditors, landlords 
and contract parties. Ms. DiSabatino is a frequent con-
tributor to the ABI Journal and currently serves as 
membership-relations director of ABI’s Secured Credit 
Committee. An ABI member since 2010, she is also 
chair of the Future Leaders Committee of the New York 
Institute of Credit, the NextGen Committee of TMA’s 
Philadelphia Chapter and a board member of IWIRC’s 
Greater Philadelphia Chapter.

Monique Bair
DiSabatino

Prof. Bob Wessels
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ABI Is Looking for Journal Associate and 
Coordinating Editors to Serve in 2018
 Do you look forward to reading the ABI Journal every 
month and want to get more involved? ABI welcomes 
members to write for the Journal, but you can also take 
your involvement a step further: The ABI Journal Editorial 
Board is seeking qualified candidates to serve in 2018 as 
coordinating editors and associate editors.
 Coordinating editors are responsible for finding authors 
to cover assigned slots throughout the year for specified 
Journal columns. There can be up to two coordinating edi-
tors for most columns, but some columns only require one 
editor. The ABI Journal has 33 columns that run through-
out the year. In order to ensure a broad range of topics and 
submissions, coordinating editors are asked not to solicit or 
select directly from their firms for all or most of the slots.
 Associate editors review completed articles that are 
assigned to them prior to their publication. Ideal candi-
dates need to be cognizant of thoroughly checking cita-
tions, be conscious of an article’s tone, and note whether 
any additional information should be included (such as a 
court decision that might have come down since the article 
was submitted). Associate editors review anywhere from 
1-3 articles per issue, and the review period is typically 
two business days. Associate editors cannot contact authors 
directly with questions or comments.
 For more information about the Journal’s guidelines 
(including column descriptions), check out the Submission 
Guidelines page at abi.org/abi-journal. If you are interested 
in one of these positions, send your resume, a brief letter 
of interest and, for coordinating editor applicants, a list 
of preferred columns to ABI Managing Editor Elizabeth 
A. Stoltz at estoltz@abiworld.org by June 30, 2017. The 
executive-level editors will make their selections based 
on the positions that are available. ABI membership is 
required to serve on the editorial board.

CARE Corner
CARE National Board of Directors Meeting
 The national board of directors of the Credit Abuse 
Resistance Education (CARE) program held its semi-annu-
al board meeting on April 20 in conjunction with ABI’s 
Annual Spring Meeting in Washington, D.C. The board 
discussed updates about the organization, including the 
successful launch of its new website (care4yourfuture.org) 
and educational materials, chapter growth and fundraising 
efforts. It also reviewed and approved the organization’s 
strategic plan for 2017-18 and reviewed key board policies.

CARE Launches 2017-18 weCARE Fundraising Campaign
 At the Friday luncheon of ABI’s Annual Spring 
Meeting in April, CARE launched its 2017-18 national 
fundraising campaign, called weCARE. During the 
luncheon, CARE Board Member and Immediate Past ABI 
President Jeffrey N. Pomerantz (Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP; Los Angeles) showcased CARE’s new 
promotional video and announced matching donations 
from Gavin/Solmonese LLC and Pachulski Stang Ziehl & 
Jones LLP. Thanks go to our initial sponsors and those 

who have given to the campaign. You can still contribute 
toward our campaign online at care4yourfuture.org.

National Financial Literacy Month: National Office Events
 In April, CARE took part in the National Jump$tart 
Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy events, includ-
ing its Annual Awards Dinner, National Partner meeting 
and Financial Literacy Day on the Hill. At the awards din-
ner and partner meeting, CARE met with various partners 
and potential sponsor organizations that are doing work in 
financial literacy. On April 28, CARE spent the afternoon 
meeting with senators, congressmen, their staffs and other 
partner organizations to discuss the importance of efforts 
across the country.

CARE in Puerto Rico

 The national office also acknowledges and thanks the 
Puerto Rico CARE chapter for its leadership in adopting 
CARE’s new educational materials. Bankruptcy Judge 
Mildred Cabán (D. P.R.; San Juan) and her volunteer 
team have used the new materials in a handful of schools 
and groups since their release earlier this year. The chapter 
also recently presented on student loans to a group of law 
students at the University of Interamericana School of Law. 

CARE in Maine
 The national office acknowledges the Maine CARE 
chapter for its longtime dedication to the CARE program 
and the growth that it has been experiencing the past year. 
U.S. Trustee Trial Attorney Jennifer Pincus and ABI 
Director/Bankruptcy Judge Michael A. Fagone (D. Maine; 
Bangor) are the coordinators in Maine and have presented 
the CARE program more than 50 times per year.

CARE On-the-Go
 In late March, CARE exhibited and attended the Annual 
Conference for Financial Education held by the Institute of 
Financial Literacy in Chicago. CARE Program Coordinator 
Ian Redman also met with several leaders of the CARE 
Chicago chapter. In the first week of April, Mr. Redman also 
attended the South Carolina Bankruptcy Law Association’s 
Annual Bankruptcy Seminar in Asheville, N.C., and met 
with leaders of the South Carolina CARE chapter.

A credit presentation was presented by Chapter 7 Trustee Noreen 
Wiscovitch-Rentas (at podium), Myrna L. Ruiz-Olmo, Alexis A. Bentancourt-
Vicenty of Lugo Mender Group LLC and Judge Mildred Cabán (D. P.R.).



In
sid

e A
B

I

53

Bethany Spencer

Get Involved with CARE
Do you want to get involved with CARE? Please 

email CARE Executive Director Anna Flores at aflores@
care4yourfuture.org or CARE Program Coordinator Ian 
Redman at iredman@care4yourfuture.org to volunteer 
with one of CARE’s local chapters, create a new chapter 
or make a donation. Learn more at care4yourfuture.org or 
facebook.com/careforyourfuture.

New Staff Joins ABI
Bethany Spencer joined the ABI staff in April as a 

meeting planner. A Certified Meeting Professional with 
more than a decade of planning experience, she has worked 
on events ranging from small group technical workshops 
and retreats to large-scale organizational conferences. 
Bethany came to ABI from the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science in Washington, D.C., 
where she was responsible for more than 50 meetings and 

events annually for its Center, Office 
of Government Relations and Office of 
International and Security Affairs. She 
previously served as deputy clerk to the 
board of Arlington County in Virginia. 
A graduate of Capital University in 
Columbus, Ohio, Bethany moved 
to the Washington, D.C., area from 
Northeastern Ohio after completing 
her M.A. at The George Washington 

University in Washington, D.C. She resides in Arlington, 
Va., with her husband, Nitin, and two children.

ABI Endowment Fund Update
Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Endowment Events!
 Yoder Memorial Golf Outing: On Monday, May 15, 
the Hartefeld National Golf Club in Avondale, Pa., will 
host the 7th Annual Steven M. Yoder Memorial Golf 

The following Endowment awards were presented during ABI’s 
Annual Spring Meeting: (1) Robert P. Reynolds (Reynolds, Reynolds 
& Little, LLC) received a Millennium Level award from Outgoing 
Vice President-Development Ted Gavin; Incoming Vice President-
Development Robert P. Reynolds (l) then presented awards to 
(2) Jerry M. Markowitz (Markowitz, Ringel, Trusty + Hartog, P.A.) 
(Legacy), (3) Daniel F. Dooley (MorrisAnderson) (Legacy), (4) Richard 
S. Lauter (Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP) (Legacy), (5) Ira L. 
Herman (received on behalf of Blank Rome LLP) (Lifetime), (6) Hon. 
Martin R. Barash (C.D. Cal.) (Benfactor), (7) Hon. Mary Grace Diehl 
(N.D. Ga.) (Benefactor), (8) Teresa C. Kohl (SSG Capital Advisors, 
LLC) (Benefactor), and (9) Thomas M. Horan (Shaw Fishman 
Glantz & Towbin LLC) and Paul H. Deutch (Rust Omni) (Sustaining 
Members); and (10) Ted Gavin presented Patricia A. Redmond 
(Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.) 
with the Anthony H.N. Schnelling Leadership Award.

Endowment Donors Recognized During 2017 Annual Spring Meeting

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10
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Letter to the Editor
Mr. Jamie Ellis and Ms. Emily Slater,

I appreciate the desire to have litigation funding become 
a more recognized tool for insolvency matters (fn.1) 
per your article in the ABI Journal (see “Litigation 

Finance in Bankruptcy: Unlocking Value for Creditors,” 
XXXVI ABI Journal 3, 34-35, 43, March 2017, available 
at abi.org/abi-journal). However, I am concerned that you 
have painted an unrealistic picture of how many people 
who serve as post-confirmation trustees, including myself, 
go about the process of administering these estates.
 You correctly note that many trusts are underfunded 
upon confirmation of the debtor’s plan. This is usually 
not the trustee’s fault; it is a function of how the debtor 
and the creditor constituencies negotiate the plan. I have 
been on both ends of the spectrum in this regard. One 
trust where I was the trustee was funded with $23 mil-
lion; another with $250,000. In both instances, the trust 
functioned for a number of years and in one case contin-
ues to function. So while the lack of funding may hinder 
the ability to pursue causes of action, this is usually a 
situation the trustee inherits. It has also become almost 
a regular occurrence that creditors want complex litiga-

tion claims brought by litigation counsel who are asked 
to fund the cost of the litigation. Unless one can find a 
willing, well-financed boutique firm for this type of liti-
gation, a trustee is left with a dwindling list of firms able 
and willing to handle such litigation.

You raise a concern about a trustee’s 
conflict of interest (you use the term 
“potential misalignment of interests”). 
I’m disappointed that you believe this 
is a concern. Trustees have a fiduciary 
duty to maximize the value of their 
trust estate. Their duty runs to creditors 
generally and not to any one creditor 
(excluding, of course, cases where the 
secured creditor has a priority interest 

in the claim although those claims, in my experience, are 
separate from claims for general unsecured creditors). This 
duty always relies on the need for careful exercise of the 
trustee’s business judgment and, in the case of such liti-
gation, upon the advice of competent counsel. Of course, 
creditors would always prefer more money sooner, but they 
don’t want the exposure to liability for the decisions that 
need to be made to properly litigate the claims while bal-

Geoffrey L. Berman

Outing. Join us as we celebrate the life of our friend and 
ABI member Steven M. Yoder, who passed away in 2011. 
Included in the cost is golf, boxed lunch, complimentary 
beverages and beer, with a cocktail hour and buffet din-
ner to follow the tournament. Proceeds of the golf outing 
benefit the Steven M. Yoder Children’s Trust and the ABI 
Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund. Thanks go 
to Gavin/Solmonese LLC (Amy and Ted Gavin), Morris 
James LLP, Polsinelli (Christopher A. Ward), Rust Omni 
(Brian Osbourne and Paul Deutch), Shook, Hardy & 
Bacon LLP (Ryan G. Foley) and Wilmington Trust for 
sponsoring this event.
 Midwest Wine Event: Get ready for an evening of net-
working with your colleagues while raising money for the 
ABI Endowment on Nov. 9 in Chicago! A huge thank you 
goes to Richard S. Lauter (Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & 
Smith LLP), Mark G. Stingley (Bryan Cave LLP) and 
Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg (Sugar Felsenthal Grais & 
Hammer LLP) for spearheading this event.
 Anyone interested in sponsoring these or other 
Endowment events should contact ABI Marketing Manager 

Sharisa Sloan at ssloan@abi.org or visit abi.org/events for 
more information.

Delicious Endowment Event at Italian Wine 
Merchants in New York City
 The ABI Endowment hosted a special reception on 
Wednesday, April 5, at Italian Wine Merchants in New 
York City that showcased appetizers, cocktails and wine, 
followed by a seated dinner. Proceeds benefitted the 
Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund. Thanks go to 
Rust Omni (premium sponsor), Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 
& Feld LLP and EisnerAmper LLP (major sponsors), 
and Arent Fox LLP, East West Bank, Getzler Henrich & 
Associates LLC, Polsinelli and SSG Capital Advisors, 
LLC (sponsors) for making this event happen.

New Endowment Donors Recognized
Legacy Member: Lisa G. Beckerman
 Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Leadership Club: My Chi To
 Debevoise & Plimpton LLP.  abi

ABI Endowment supporters enjoyed good food and wine during a fundraising event at Italian Wine Merchants in New York City in early April.
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New ABI Officers and Board of Directors

Retired Bankruptcy Judge Eugene R. 
Wedoff (N.D. Ill.; Chicago) has been 
selected by the Board of Directors 

to be ABI’s 26th President. He will serve as 
president for a one-year term, which started at 
ABI’s 2017 Annual Spring Meeting. An ABI 
member since 1995, Mr. Wedoff is a mem-
ber of ABI’s Board of Directors and a regular 
speaker at ABI conferences, and co-chaired 
ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. 
ABI’s consumer bankruptcy conference in 
Chicago was renamed in his honor last year. 
Mr. Wedoff served as a U.S. bankruptcy judge 
in the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago 
from 1987-2015 and as Chief Judge from 2002-
07. After graduating from law school, Mr. 
Wedoff became a partner and member of the 
executive committee of the Chicago law firm 
of Jenner & Block. He has served as the chair 
of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy 
Rules and was a member of the working group 
that drafted the means test forms adopted by 
the Judicial Conference for the implementa-
tion of the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and 
Consumer Protection Act of 2005. He also 
drafted the model chapter 13 plan currently 
used in the Northern District of Illinois. Mr. 
Wedoff has served as a governor and secre-
tary of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 

Judges, for which he served as president for 
2013. He is also a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and a member of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. Wedoff 
received the Excellence in Education Award 
from the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges in 1995.
 Ted Gavin of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in 
Wilmington, Del., has been selected by the ABI 
Board of Directors to be President-Elect. He will 
become president for a one-year term, starting 
at ABI’s 2018 Annual Spring Meeting. An ABI 
member since 2003, Mr. Gavin has served as 
Vice President-Development, co-chair of ABI’s 
Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and as a 
contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s Last 
in Line and Financial Statements columns. He 
formerly served as co-chair of ABI’s Financial 
Advisors Committee and is a former co-chair 
and education director of ABI’s Ethics and 
Professional Compensation Committee. A 
Century Council-level contributor to ABI’s 
Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund, 
Mr. Gavin also serves on ABI’s National Ethics 
Standards Task Force and chairs the group’s 
Committee Solicitation Protocols Committee. 
He is a managing director and founding part-
ner at Gavin/Solmonese LLC, a corporate 
restructuring and public affairs strategies firm. 

Hon. Eugene R. 
Wedoff (ret.) 
ABI President

Ted Gavin 
ABI President-Elect

ancing the appropriate reserves for the administration of 
the trust and the litigation. It is the trustee’s role and obli-
gation to manage those risks and expectations, and rarely 
do I see a trustee ignore those obligations. Where they do, 
I would hope creditors hold the trustee accountable for 
breach of fiduciary duty.

I am very concerned about your comment that there is 
“little (if any) reporting required by the litigation trustee to 
the bankruptcy court.” Maybe that is something you have 
run across, but that has been farthest from my experience 
in the trust cases I have administered for more than 20 
years, especially where the bankruptcy court is the court 
involved in hearing the litigation claim. I, for one, do not 
“operate in the shadows”; I usually have an oversight board 
to report to in addition to the court. Yes, I have had litiga-
tion (and have one now) that has run for years; that usually 
is a function of the parties in the litigation and not as you 
imply, because the trustee can let the case (s) run on and on 
while taking fees for themselves and counsel. However, 
fees are not nor should be left “unchecked.”

I don’t believe that litigation funding can eliminate the 
need for funding of a post-confirmation trust. Such fund-
ing doesn’t address the administrative costs of the trust. 
It certainly can make the financing of the litigation much 
more effective. Litigation funding is no doubt costly, 
knowing that as much as 30 percent of a recovery goes 
to the funder, plus reimbursement of the initial funding 

amount before application of the contingent fees of the 
funder and counsel. But the decision to fund any specific 
litigation is a time-consuming process that (in my expe-
rience) will not be done, and cannot be accomplished, 
before the trust is established. So the idea that litigation 
funding is a viable alternative to funding the totality of the 
costs of a litigation (or liquidation) trust from its establish-
ment to me is very overstated.  
 I also wonder whether your suggestion that the litiga-
tion funder can also be the trustee is a workable alternative. 
The funder serving as trustee is immediately in a conflict-
ed position. The upside to the funder is a good result; the 
downside is carrying litigation well past its point of mean-
ingful return to the creditors. I think that conflict makes the 
litigation funder inherently disqualified for the trustee role.  
 Lest you think I am anti-litigation funding, I’m not. 
I have, through counsel, considered and used litigation 
funding in my cases. But the decision for such funding is 
case- and time-sensitive. Again, I for one don’t see these 
decisions before a plan is confirmed and a trust established.  
 I would hope, as you try to expand the role of litigation 
funding and deal with the insolvency community, that you 
will recognize and respect the trustee’s fiduciary obliga-
tions to creditors and not assume that funding solves the 
problems of a case or a less-than-forthright trustee.
 — Geoffrey L. Berman
 Development Specialists, Inc.; Los Angeles  abi
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He specializes in complex bankruptcy matters, 
representing debtors and creditors as finan-
cial advisor, asset-sale advisor, restructuring 
officer and other types of responsible parties. 
Mr. Gavin is frequently appointed liquidating 
trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator 
over post-confirmation liquidating trusts. He is 
an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes, 
SPM gifts/carve-outs and evaluation of claims 
against insiders. He received his B.S. in busi-
ness and information systems in 1999 from the 
University of Phoenix. Mr. Gavin also attended 
the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, study-
ing music theory and education.
 Rober t  P .  Reyno lds  o f  Reyno lds , 
Reynolds & Little, LLC in Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
has been named to a two-year term as ABI 
Vice President-Development. An ABI mem-
ber since 1994 and a member of the ABI Board 
of Directors, he is a frequent speaker at ABI 
events and past co-chair of ABI’s Southeast 
Bankruptcy Workshop. Mr. Reynolds is senior 
partner at Reynolds, Reynolds & Little, LLC, 
where he represents lenders in commercial 
litigation throughout Alabama and in bank-
ruptcy proceedings in Alabama, the Northern 
District of Florida and other bankruptcy courts 
throughout the nation. He is a former chair 
of the Alabama State Bar’s Bankruptcy and 
Commercial Law Section and is board certified 
in both Business and Consumer Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification. 
Mr. Reynolds received his B.S. in 1975 from 
Auburn University and his J.D. in 1979 from 
the University of Alabama School of Law.
 Mark G. Stingley of Bryan Cave LLP in 
Kansas City, Mo., has been named to a two-
year term as ABI Vice President-Membership. 
An ABI member since 1988 and a member of 
the ABI Board of Directors, he is on the advi-
sory committee of ABI’s Midwest Bankruptcy 
Conference, and has been a frequent speaker 
at ABI programs, an author of numerous arti-
cles for the ABI Journal and an active mem-
ber of ABI’s Business Reorganization and 
Secured Credit Committees. Mr. Stingley is a 
member of the Bankruptcy, Restructuring and 
Creditors’ Rights and Commercial Litigation 
Client Service Groups at Bryan Cave LLP. 
He also serves as litigation coordinator of the 
firm’s Commercial Litigation Client Service 
Group. Mr. Stingley represents lending insti-
tutions in the areas of litigation and insolvency, 
as well as debtors in workout and bankruptcy-
related matters. In addition, he has represented 
a number of commercial and lending clients in 
real estate and commercial litigation cases in 
both state and federal courts in several jurisdic-
tions. Mr. Stingley was previously an adjunct 
professor at the University of Missouri-Kansas 

City School of Law and co-authored a chapter 
on composition agreements in Thomson West’s 
upcoming book, Non-Bankruptcy Alternatives. 
Named a “Super Lawyer” in Missouri, he is 
also annually listed in Kansas City’s “Best of 
the Bar” and in The Best Lawyers in America. 
Mr. Stingley received his J.D. from University 
of Missouri at Kansas City and his B.S. from 
William Jewell College.
 Dr. Annerose Tashiro of Schultze & Braun 
GmbH in Achern, Germany, has been named 
to a two-year term as ABI Vice President-
International Affairs. An ABI member since 
2005 and a member of the ABI Board of 
Directors, she is on the advisory committee of 
ABI’s International Insolvency & Restructuring 
Symposium, and has been a frequent speaker 
at ABI programs, an author of numerous arti-
cles for the ABI Journal and an active mem-
ber of ABI’s Technology and Intellectual 
Property and International Committees. Dr. 
Tashiro is a partner with Schultze & Braun 
GmbH and head of the firm’s International 
Business Recovery/Cross-Border Restructuring 
and Insolvencies Group. She has acted domes-
tically and internationally for many compa-
nies involved in debt restructuring and turn-
arounds in several high-profile German insol-
vencies, including acting as special counsel 
on U.S. chapter 7 and 11 proceedings and 
distressed M&A. Dr. Tashiro is the joint chief 
editor of turnaround magazine Eurofenix and a 
regular contributor to International Corporate 
Rescue. She is also a member of INSOL, 
the German-Japanese Business Council, 
IWIRC Europe, the International Insolvency 
Institute and the Japanese Association for 
Turnaround Professionals. She received her 
Ph.D. from the University of Düsseldorf and 
Keio University in Tokyo.
 Jason Brookner of Gray Reed & McGraw 
LLP in Dallas has been elected to ABI’s Board 
of Directors. An ABI member since 1995, he 
is a regional development fundraising co-chair 
for the ABI Endowment Fund, sits on the advi-
sory board of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy 
Conference, is a former co-chair of ABI’s 
Commercial Fraud and Technology and IP 
Committees, and is a frequent speaker at ABI 
events. Mr. Brookner will serve a three-year 
term on the 60-member ABI Board of Directors. 
He has substantial experience representing and 
advising companies, buyers, creditors, trustees, 
committees, lenders and other constituents in all 
aspects of distressed, insolvency and restruc-
turing scenarios. Praised by clients and peers 
in Chambers & Partners USA as “an excep-
tional bankruptcy attorney” and “easy to work 
with and great with people,” and recommended 
for his “practical and diligent approach,” Mr. 

Robert P. Reynolds 
ABI Vice President-
Development

Mark G. Stingley 
ABI Vice President-
Membership

Dr. Annerose Tashiro 
ABI Vice President-
International Affairs

Jason Brookner 
ABI Director
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Brookner has been selected by Chambers as one 
of the leading lawyers in bankruptcy/restructur-
ing in Texas every year since 2005. He received 
his J.D. from Hofstra University School of Law 
in 1994 and his B.A. from the State University 
of New York at Binghamton in 1991.

Douglas M. Foley of McGuireWoods 
LLP in Washington, D.C., has been elected 
to ABI’s Board of Directors. An ABI member 
since 1996, he is co-chair of ABI’s Legislation 
Committee, sits on the advisory board of ABI’s 
Views from the Bench conference and is a fre-
quent speaker at ABI events. He will serve a 
three-year term on the 60-member ABI Board 
of Directors. Mr. Foley has substantial expe-
rience representing large and small creditors 
and debtors in a variety of business chapter 11 
proceedings throughout the U.S. He has had 
significant involvement in many of the largest 
chapter 11 cases filed in the Eastern District 
of Virginia, including Workflow Management 
Inc., Circuit City Stores Inc., Movie Gallery 
Inc., Rowe Furniture Inc., US Airways Group 
Inc., AMF Bowling Worldwide Inc. , Best 
Products Company Inc., Heilig-Meyers Co., 
Trak Auto Corp. and FasMart Convenience 
Stores. Mr. Foley also chaired McGuireWoods’ 
Restructuring and Insolvency Department from 
September 2006 through August 2012. In 2011, 
he was inducted into the American College of 
Bankruptcy (Class XXII). Mr. Foley is Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification. He received 
his J.D. in 1992 from George Mason University 
School of Law and his B.A. in 1988 from the 
University of Mary Washington. 
 James A. Peko of Grant Thornton LLP in 
New York has been elected to ABI’s Board of 
Directors. An ABI member since 2006, he is a 
former co-chair of ABI’s Financial Advisors 
and Investment Banking Committee, as well 
as a frequent speaker at ABI events. He will 
serve a three-year term on the 60-member ABI 
Board of Directors. Mr. Peko is a principal in 
Grant Thornton’s Corporate Advisory and 
Restructuring Services (CARS) Group. He has 
more than 20 years of experience and special-
izes in working with troubled, underperforming 
and bankrupt entities. He assists clients with 
debt restructuring, strategic planning, busi-
ness plan analysis, liquidity planning, the § 363 
sales process and chapter 11 cases. Mr. Peko’s 
experience includes all facets of the bankruptcy 
process, including pre-bankruptcy planning, 
developing reorganization plans and evaluating 
capital structure. He has served various constitu-
encies, including companies in and out of court, 
creditor committees and lender groups. In addi-
tion, he has advised chief executive officers and 
executive management teams on sustainability 

and shareholder value-optimization strategies 
by evaluating strategic alternatives, including 
restructurings, acquisitions, divestitures, joint 
ventures, capital sourcing and initial public 
offerings. Mr. Peko received his B.S. from St. 
Peter’s College in 1990 and his M.B.A. from 
Fordham University’s Graduate School of 
Business in 1991.
 Kathy Bazoian Phelps  of  Diamond 
McCarthy LLP in Los Angeles has been elected 
to ABI’s Board of Directors. An ABI member 
since 2008, she is co-chair of ABI’s Commercial 
Fraud Committee, a co-author of Fraud and 
Forensics: Piercing Through the Deception in 
a Commercial Fraud Case and The Depths of 
Deepening Insolvency: Damage Exposure for 
Officers, Directors and Others, and a frequent 
speaker at ABI events. She will serve a three-
year term on the 60-member ABI Board of 
Directors. Ms. Phelps has been practicing law 
in bankruptcy and fraud litigation since 1991. 
She represents bankruptcy trustees, receivers, 
defendants and investors, and has been lead 
counsel in large-scale litigation involving the 
recovery of assets in Ponzi scheme cases. Ms. 
Phelps also has extensive litigation experience 
in a variety of bankruptcy litigation matters. She 
has lectured widely and written on bankruptcy 
and receivership matters, with a focus on Ponzi 
schemes. Her book entitled The Ponzi Book: A 
Legal Resource for Unraveling Ponzi Schemes, 
co-authored with Hon. Steven Rhodes (ret.), 
has garnered national and international atten-
tion as the authoritative work on Ponzi scheme 
law. Ms. Phelps is also the author of The Ponzi 
Scheme Blog (theponzischemeblog.com). She 
received her J.D. in 1991 from the University 
of California at Los Angeles School of Law and 
her B.A. in 1988 from Pomona College.
 Bradley D.  Sharp of  Development 
Specialists, Inc. (DSI) in Los Angeles has been 
elected to ABI’s Board of Directors. An ABI 
member since 1994, he is a co-chair of ABI’s 
Asset Sales Committee and is on the advi-
sory board of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy 
Conference. He will serve a three-year term on 
the 60-member ABI Board of Directors. Mr. 
Sharp is the president and CEO of DSI and 
has more than 20 years of experience provid-
ing crisis-management, financial advisory and 
third-party fiduciary services. He has advised 
and operated companies in numerous industries, 
including consumer finance, real estate develop-
ment, high-tech, manufacturing, food and agri-
culture. Mr. Sharp has served as chief restructur-
ing officer and as trustee under chapters 7 and 
11 and post-confirmation. He is also an expert 
witness with respect to fiduciary duties, banking, 
finance and securitizations. Mr. Sharp received 
his B.S. in 1985 from Mesa State College.  abi

Douglas M. Foley 
ABI Director

James A. Peko 
ABI Director

Kathy Bazoian Phelps 
ABI Director

Bradley D. Sharp 
ABI Director
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Scenes from the 35th Annual Spring Meeting

Anna Flores (l) and Ian Redman of the 
Credit Abuse Resistance Education 
program (above) led a meeting with 
CARE’s Board of Directors (below). 

Former U.S. Senator and U.S. Secretary 
of Energy Spencer Abraham, a principal 
with Blank Rome Government Relations 
LLC, delivered a luncheon keynote.

The Emerging Leaders Roundtable provided ABI’s 
newest and brightest members with exclusive 
opportunities to mingle with bankruptcy judges 
such as Mary Grace Diehl (N.D. Ga.) (above left) 
and Robert D. Drain (E.D.N.Y.) (below right).

Douglas E. Deutsch (Clifford Chance 
US LLP; New York) (c) moderated 
the Great Debates, such as this one 
with Catherine L. Steege (Jenner & 
Block LLP; Chicago) and Philip D. 
Anker (WilmerHale; New York) on an 
inquiry notice’s role in the good-faith 
transferee defense.

Vice President-Membership R. Scott Williams (Rumberger, 
Kirk & Caldwell, PA; Birmingham, Ala.) (second from left) 
provided an update on the latest initiatives, such as ABI’s 
40 Under 40 program that is currently underway.

Running enthusiasts participated in ABI’s inaugural “Fun 
Run” for a sunrise around Washington, D.C.

The conference kicked off with an Opening Reception in the main foyer. 

Gary Neustadter (Santa Clara University 
School of Law; Santa Clara, Calif.) (r) 
received the Sixth Annual Wes Steen 
Prize from G. Ray Warner of St. John’s 
University School of Law. 

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood (D. N.H.) (standing) led a lively 
roundtable discussion.

Richard M. Meth (Fox Rothschild LLP; Morristown, 
N.J.) (second from right) mingles with David P. 
Benick, Amy Gavin and ABI President-Elect Ted 
Gavin of Gavin/Solmonese LLC.

Attendees browsed the latest titles at 
the ABI Bookstore.
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More photos 
available at 
flickr.abi.org!

Scott A. Eisenberg (Amherst 
Partners, LLC; Birmingham, Mich.) 
(l) greets Travis K. Vandell (JND 
Corporate Restructuring; Denver) 
following a panel session.

Past ABI Presidents Ford Elsaesser (Elsaesser Jarzabek 
Anderson Elliott & Macdonald, Chtd.; Sandpoint, Idaho), 
Robert M. Fishman (Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC; 
Chicago), Robert M. Zinman (Tarrytown, N.Y.) (l-r) and 
Robin E. Phelan (PHELANLAW; Dallas) (not pictured, but 
appeared via video) received Lifetime Achievement Awards. 

Eric S. Rein (Horwood Marcus & Berk; Chicago) (l) 
accepted the Committee of the Year award on 
behalf of the Commercial Fraud Committee, 
and Paul R. Hage (Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss; 
Southfield, Mich.) (r), co-chair of the Unsecured 
Trade Creditors Committee, was named Committee 
Leader of the Year. Both awards were presented by 
ABI Vice President-Membership R. Scott Williams 
(Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, PA; Birmingham, Ala.).

ABI Editor-at-Large Bill Rochelle (l) was on hand to 
record his “Quick Takes” segments, which featured 
insolvency professionals such as Suzanne Koenig 
(SAK Management Services, LLC; Northfield, Ill.).

At left and above: Don Felder, a 
former member of The Eagles, 
rocked the Final Night Dinner, 
performing favorites such as 
“Hotel California.”

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz (Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP; Los Angeles) (l) passed the 
presidential gavel to his successor, retired 
Bankruptcy Judge Eugene R. Wedoff.

At left: Panelists Lois 
R. Lupica (University 
of Maine School of 
Law; Portland, Maine), 
Nancy B. Rapoport 
(UNLV William S. Boyd 
School of Law; Las 
Vegas), Michelle M. 
Harner (University of 
Maryland School of 
Law; Baltimore) and 
Hon. Barbara J. Houser 
(N.D. Tex.; Dallas) (l-r).

Michelle M. Harner (University of Maryland School of 
Law; Baltimore) (r) hosted her final “Eye on Bankruptcy” 
episode, which featured Perry M. Mandarino (B. Riley 
& Co., LLC; New York) (l) and Jason S. Brookner (Gray 
Reed & McGraw LLP; Dallas).

Joseph Samet (Baker & McKenzie LLP 
(ret.); Upper Montclair, N.J.) (c) received a 
“Closest to the Pin” award from Zac Dalton 
(l) and Heather Morgan of Ritchie Bros.

ABI Immediate Past President Jeffrey N. Pomerantz 
(Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP; Los Angeles) 
(c) enjoyed a rooftop reception with other 
conference attendees. 

Nan Roberts 
Eitel (Executive 
Office for U.S. 
Trustees; 
Washington, 
D.C.) (second 
from right) 
engages in 
a discussion 
with other 
attendees. 
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