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ABI President
Jeffrey N. Pomerantz
Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP
Los Angeles

President’s Column

It is hard to believe that my tenure as ABI 
President is coming to an end at the Annual 
Spring Meeting this month. It seems like 

just yesterday that I celebrated my induction 
with my family, close friends and professional 
colleagues in what was one of the highlights of 
my professional career, if not my life. While the 
year has certainly passed quickly, I have been 
able to appreciate my year as president, develop 
friendships and have experiences that will last 
long after my time in ABI management ends.
 I  will  never forget bicycle riding in 
Amsterdam in search of the perfect French fry 
with the Gavins and the Shaws as part of our 
participation in the International Insolvency & 
Restructuring Symposium in October. Seeing 
the city and sharing experiences and exchanging 
ideas with European insolvency professionals 
was both personally and professionally reward-
ing. This year, I also had the pleasure of attend-
ing the inaugural Midwest Regional Bankruptcy 
Seminar last August, where ABI presented a 
truly outstanding program. I will never forget 
dining with Judges Greg Schaaf (E.D. Ky.), 
Jim Carr (S.D. Ind.) and Bob Gerber (ret.), as 
well as Stephen Lerner (Squire Patton Boggs; 
Cincinnati), where our conversation revolved 
around baseball. We decided to get together 
each year and visit a different ball park, the first 
of which will be Wrigley Field in May to see 
the Yankees play the Cubs. Of course, there was 
also the Capitals/Flyers playoff game with Sam 
Gerdano, where we got an up-close look at how 
passionate Philadelphia sports fans are. 
 This year has truly been another remarkable 
year for ABI. While ABI’s position as the indus-
try leader in quality education is nothing new, 
this year I had the good fortune of seeing many 
of the conferences up close. In the last year, ABI 
administered 25 conferences in the U.S., Europe 
and China. ABI always looks for creative and 
innovative ways to deliver top-notch educational 
content. This year, ABI rolled out Rochelle’s 
Daily Wire and “Eye on Bankruptcy,” each of 
which has been well received by membership and 
are now mainstays of ABI’s education repertoire. 
A special thanks goes to ABI Vice President-
Education Douglas E. Deutsch (Clifford Chance 
US LLP; New York) for his willingness to 
shake up the programming at the Annual Spring 
Meeting and Winter Leadership Conference by 
adding several new educational and networking 
formats. In 2016, ABI’s 18 committees, which 
are led by 36 volunteer co-chairs, also had a 
very productive year, producing 65 newsletters, 
administering 13 webinars and holding 12 con-
ference calls on a variety of cutting-edge topics. 

 This year has also been a banner year for the 
ABI Endowment. Under the steady leadership of 
ABI Vice President-Development Ted Gavin 
(Gavin/Solmonese LLC; Wilmington, Del.), total 
new pledges and contributions were up by 40 per-
cent, and we will continue to fund worthy research 
projects that add to the intellectual development of 
our profession. ABI’s regional endowment events 
have always been popular with membership, and 
this year saw two new outstanding events in 
Baltimore and Houston under the effective lead-
ership of James E. Van Horn (McGuireWoods 
LLP; Baltimore), Jason S. Brookner (Gray Reed 
& McGraw LLP; Dallas) and Rebecca A. Roof 
(AlixPartners LLP; Houston). 
 I am particularly proud of the Step Up 
Campaign, where 100 percent of the members 
of ABI’s leadership collectively pledged more 
than $100,000 by agreeing to step up to the 
next Endowment level. Meanwhile, the rest of 
the ABI Board of Directors contributed nearly 
$150,000. For those ABI members who have 
contributed, I thank you; for the rest of you, it is 
never too late to become part of this worthwhile 
endeavor. I am also looking forward to the work 
of the ABI Consumer Bankruptcy Commission, 
which is the brainchild of ABI President-Elect 
Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff (ret.) and will involve 
a critical evaluation of many aspects of the con-
sumer bankruptcy process — and hopefully will 
be a road map for potential legislative change.
 What makes me most excited about ABI’s  
future is the tremendous group of volunteer lead-
ers who contribute to ABI on a daily basis. Over 
the last two years, I have had the privilege of 
participating on the ABI Nominating Committee 
and helping decide leadership changes at the 
committee level. I consider these responsibili-
ties among my most important as a member 
of ABI leadership. I was impressed by how 
accomplished many of our ABI members  are 
and their tireless contributions to ABI’s success 
on a local, regional and national levels. Making 

Jeffrey Pomerantz 
is a partner with 
Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP in Los 
Angeles, where his 
practice includes 
representing 
companies, creditors’ 
committees and 
private-equity funds 
in complex in- and 
out-of-court financial 
restructurings and 
M&A transactions.

As president, I had the opportunity to work closely with ABI’s 
dedicated staff, including Executive Director Sam Gerdano (l).



In
sid

e A
B

I

77

Event Roundup
More Than 200 Attend Annual 
VALCON Program in Vegas

Some 225 professionals from 22 states, the U.K. and 
Canada attended the 2017 VALCON program on 
March 1-3 at the Four Seasons Hotel in Las Vegas. 

Focusing on emerging issues in valuation and beyond, 
expert panels addressed distressed investing opportunities 
and challenges, trends in third-party litigation finance, the 
role of examiners in valuation disputes, and sector issues 
in energy, retail and real estate.  
 A special episode of “Eye on Bankruptcy,” recorded before 
a live audience, provided keen insights into current financial and 
legal developments in the Puerto Rico debt restructuring. The 
show featured Cate Long of the Puerto Rico Clearinghouse, a 
consultancy for bondholders and other stakeholders, as inter-
viewed by Editor-at-Large Bill Rochelle. She was instrumental 
in the development of PROMESA, enacted by Congress last 
year, to help the territory address its massive debts.  

 Leah M. Eisenberg (Arent Fox LLP; New York) and 
Christopher R. LeWand (FTI Consulting, Inc.; Denver) 
served as program co-chairs. VALCON is a collaboration 
of ABI, the AIRA and the University of Texas Law School. 
 This year’s judicial panel, organized by ABI’s Financial 
Advisors and Investment Banking Committee, focused on 
hot topics and recent developments in chapter 11, includ-
ing the timing of valuation issues (featuring a discussion 
of the CSN Houston decision), valuation issues in energy 
cases, mediating valuation issues, structured dismissals and 
successor liability post-General Motors. Conference attend-
ees had the opportunity to pose questions to the panel in 
advance. Participating were Jordi Guso (Berger Singerman 
LLP; Miami), as well as Bankruptcy Judges Kevin J. 
Carey (D. Del.; Wilmington), Robert D. Drain (S.D.N.Y.; 
White Plains) and Marvin Isgur (S.D. Tex.; Houston).
 We thank the many event sponsors, including Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP, AlixPartners LLP, 
Bloomberg Law, Chapman & Cutler LLP, Charles River 
Associates, CR3 Partners LLC, Deloitte, Development 
Specialists, Inc., Donlin Recano & Co., Inc., Dorsey 
& Whitney LLP, Duff & Phelps, LLC, FTI Consulting, 

sure that ABI will continue to have a strong pipeline of 
future ABI leaders was the impetus behind ABI’s new 40 
Under 40 Program, which will honor some of the best and 

brightest young professionals at the Winter Leadership 
Conference (see p. 80 for more information).
 This year would not have gone as smoothly as it 
has for me and ABI had it not been for the tremendous 
support that I received from ABI Executive Director 
Sam Gerdano, ABI Deputy Executive Director Amy 
Quackenboss and the talented and dedicated ABI staff. 
Their professionalism, responsiveness and commitment to 
making ABI the best it can be is evident in everything they 
do, and we all owe them a great debt of gratitude. I also 
want to thank the members of the Executive Committee 
for their friendship, comaraderie and hard work in help-
ing manage ABI with honesty and integrity. Lastly, Past 
ABI Presidents James Patrick Shea (Armstrong Teasdale 
LLP; Las Vegas) and Brian L. Shaw (Shaw Fishman 
Glantz & Towbin LLC; Chicago) have been a constant 
source of support and guidance for which I am truly thank-
ful. I look forward to passing the gavel to Judge Wedoff, 
who I have enjoyed getting to know better and working 
closely with the last year and who I am sure will do a fan-
tastic job leading ABI next year.  abi

During ABI’s Winter Leadership Conference in December 2016, I chatted 
with special guest speaker Erwin Chemerinsky (r), Supreme Court scholar 
and dean of the University of California-Irvine School of Law.

Cate Long discussed the latest PROMESA developments during a special 
taping of the “Eye on Bankruptcy” program. Watch the episode at 
eyeonbankruptcy.com.

Small group discussions, led by a session panelist, took place during the 
Case Study session at the VALCON program. 



In
si

d
e 

A
B

I

78

Inc., Gavin/Solmonese LLC, Grant Thornton LLP, JND 
Corporate Restructuring, KCC, The Michel-Shaked Group, 
Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnel LLP, NERA Economic 
Consulting, Saul Ewing LLP, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP, 
The Wall Street Journal (WSJ Pro), Thomson Reuters, 
Vinson & Elkins LLP and Wilmington Trust.  
 Next year’s event will be held May 16-18, 2018, at 
the Four Seasons in Las Vegas. More information will be 
posted at abi.org/events.

University of Florida School of Law 
Wins 25th Annual Duberstein National 
Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition

 The University of Florida School of Law won the 25th 
Annual Conrad B. Duberstein National Bankruptcy Moot 
Court Competition, held March 4-6 in New York. The 
competition is co-sponsored by the American Bankruptcy 
Institute and St. John’s University School of Law. The 
University of Miami School of Law took second place in 
the competition. Third-place honors were shared by teams 
from Baylor Law School and SMU Dedman School of Law. 
Baylor also won for the Best Brief. Alexander Cohen, a 
student from SMU, won the Best Advocate award.
 The competition consists of eight rounds of oral argu-
ments, and the final rounds are held at the Duberstein 
Federal Courthouse in Brooklyn, N.Y. Many of the teams 
are coached by ABI practitioners or academic members, 
and nearly 200 lawyers and federal judges donated their 
time and expertise to help judge the event. The fact pat-
tern for the competition focused on two key developments 
stemming from chapter 11 case law. The first issue looked 
at whether an appellate court has the authority to decline to 
hear an appeal from a bankruptcy court order confirming 
a chapter 11 plan on prudential grounds using equitable 
mootness principles. The second issue focused on whether 
a chapter 11 reorganization plan can permanently enjoin 
claims that nonconsenting creditors have against a non-
debtor when the claims are not derivative of the debtor’s 
claims against the nondebtor and no provision is made for 
full payment of the enjoined claims.
 The Duberstein Competition, named for the late Judge 
Conrad B. Duberstein, a St. John’s alumnus and former 
ABI director, has grown into the largest appellate moot court 

competition in the nation. ABI’s Endowment Fund awarded 
$12,000 in cash prizes for the winners during the final night 
gala dinner on March 6, which was attended by more than 
800 members of the New York restructuring community.
 For more information on the Duberstein National 
Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition, visit stjohns.edu/
law/center-bankruptcy-studies/duberstein-moot-court-
competition.  abi

Finalist Moot Court competitors from the University of Florida and University 
of Miami, with University of Miami coach Trish Redmond (back row, third 
from right) and (seated, from left) Judges Cecelia Morris, R. Guy Cole, Laura 
Taylor Swain and Carla Craig.

Hon. Laura Taylor Swain (U.S. District Court; S.D.N.Y.) (l) is pictured with 25th 
anniversary Duberstein winners Joyce Delgato and Mercy Guillot from the 
University of Florida School of Law.

ABI hosted several regional moot court competitions prior to Duberstein, 
including the Second Annual New England Moot Court Competition, 
the Lloyd D. George Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition (Ninth Circuit) 
and the Cristol-Kahn-Paskay Cup Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition 
(Eleventh Circuit). 
(Top) The New England Moot Court Competition Team members from 
the University of Maine Law School (two teams), Suffolk University Law 
School and Quinnipiac Law School are pictured with Judges Michael 
Deasy, James Wilton and Charles Dale, and coaches Bodie Colwell 
(University of Maine), Carter Bishop (Suffolk University) and Peter 
Guastella (Quinnipiac Law). 
(Botton) Judge Michael Deasy (second from right), with Suffolk 
University Law School Team winners (l-r) Brooke McNeill and Saige 
Jutras (far left) at the New England Moot Court Competition. Tyler 
Lauzon (far right) of the University of Maine Law School was named 
best oral advocate. 

Regional Moot Court Competitions
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The American College of Bankruptcy 
announced the Fellows selected for 
inclusion in its 28th Class. ABI mem-

bers selected include ABI Director Derek C. 
Abbott (Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell 
LLP; Wilmington, Del.), James E. Bailey, 
III (Butler Snow LLP; Memphis, Tenn.), 
Daniel S. Bleck (Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky & Popeo, PC; Boston), Beverly M. 
Burden (Chapter 13 Trustee; Lexington, 
Ky.), Judy B. Calton  (Honigman Miller 
Schwartz and Cohn LLP; Detroit), Michael J. 
Epstein (Deloitte CRG; Boston), Hon. John 
E. Hoffman, Jr. (U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
(S.D. Ohio); Columbus), Jay Jaffe (Faegre 
Baker Daniels; Indianapolis), Christopher A. 
Jarvinen (Berger Singerman, LLP; Miami), 
Kenric D. Kattner (Haynes and Boone, 
LLP; Houston), Michael Knight (Alliance 
Management; Hopkins, Minn.), Lawrence 
J. Kotler (Duane Morris LLP; Philadelphia), 
Ian Ledlin (Phillabaum, Ledlin, Matthews 
& Sheldon, PLLC; Spokane, Wash.), Sharon 
L. Levine (Saul Ewing LLP; Newark, N.J.), 
Brett H. Miller (Morrison & Foerster LLP; 
New York), Paul D. Moore (Duane Morris 
LLP; Boston), Judy Hamilton Morse (Crowe 
& Dunlevy, PC; Oklahoma City), Kevyn D. 
Orr (Jones Day; Washington, D.C.), Felicia 

Gerber Perlman (Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP; Chicago), Sandeep 
Qusba (Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP; New 
York), Shawn M. Riley (McDonald Hopkins 
LLC; Cleveland), Howard Seife (Chadbourne 
& Parke LLP; New York) and Brian C. Walsh 
(Bryan Cave LLP; St. Louis).
 The George Washington Alumni Association 
announced that Corinne Ball has been selected 
as a recipient of its 2016 Alumni Achievement 
Award. Based in New York, she is co-head 
of Jones Day’s Business Restructuring and 
Reorganization Practice and leads the firm’s 
European Distressed Investing Initiative. A past 
ABI Director, Ms. Ball has been an ABI mem-
ber since 1998.
 NHS, a provider of community-based, non-
profit education and human services, announced 
the addition of Howard Brod Brownstein 
to the organization’s board of directors. 
President and CEO of The Brownstein Corp. 
in Conshohocken, Pa., he provides turnaround 
management and advisory services to companies 
and their stakeholders, as well as investment 
banking and fiduciary services, litigation con-
sulting, investigations and valuations services. 
Mr. Brownstein has been an ABI member since 
1996 and serves as a coordinating editor for the 
ABI Journal.  abi

Members in the News

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit announced that Michelle M. Harner, a University of Maryland (UM) Francis King Carey Professor of 
Law and director of Carey Law’s Business Law Program, has been selected as a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the District of Maryland. A member of ABI’s 
Board of Directors, she served as reporter for the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 (commission.abi.org) and as host of ABI’s “Eye 
on Bankruptcy” program (eyeonbankruptcy.com). Prof. Harner has worked with corporate governance and financially distressed entities, and joined 
the UM Carey Law faculty in 2009 after working as a partner with Jones Day in Chicago. She will complete the Spring 2017 semester at UM Carey 
Law and will assume her judicial duties immediately thereafter. A Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, Prof. Harner has been an ABI member 
since 2003, served as ABI’s Robert M. Zinman Resident Scholar in 2015 and is a past recipient of ABI’s Annual Service Award.

ABI Director, “Eye on Bankruptcy” Host Promoted to the Bench

Corinne Ball

Howard Brod 
Brownstein
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Rochelle’s Daily Wire: A Unique Perspective 
and Now a Members-Only Benefit

To be a successful insolvency professional is to be
the one in the know. Many of our members use 
Rochelle’s Daily Wire (RDW) to gain a unique per-

spective on some of the most interesting and precedent-
setting decisions and cases. Bill Rochelle’s background 
as a journalist and as a practicing bankruptcy lawyer is 
what makes the RDW unique. As of March 1, RDW is an 
exclusive benefit 
for ABI mem-
bers only. If you 
have not done 
so already, sub-
scribe to RDW 
and have Bill’s 
perspectives and analyses delivered to your inbox first 
thing every weekday morning.
 Visit connect.abi.org/rdwsignup to get started, and 
browse the archives at abi.org/newsroom/daily-wire. 

Save the Date: Walter Shapero 
Bankruptcy Symposium on May 9
 ABI is honored to be partnering with the Walter 
Shapero Bankruptcy Symposium to host this dinner 
event on May 9 at the Westin Southfield Detroit. This 
annual event in honor of retired bankruptcy judge Walter 
Shapero will feature a lively debate on an important insol-
vency issue. More details and registration information will 
be posted at abi.org/events soon. Place this dinner on your 
calendar today so that you don’t miss this great event!  

Know a Rising Star? Nominations Now 
Open for ABI’s New 40 Under 40 Program

ABI’s exciting new initia-
tive to increase engage-
ment by younger mem-
bers and identify poten-
tial future leaders is now 
open for nominations at 
abi. org/40under40. ABI 
will identify 40 top pro-
fessionals under the age 
of 40 this year, in time for 
a special awards program 
at the Winter Leadership 

Conference (WLC), taking place Nov. 30-Dec. 2 at the 
LaQuinta Resort & Club in Palm Springs, Calif. (for more 
informtion or to register, visit abi.org/events).
 We expect those selected for the honor to come from 
firms both large and small, from every discipline within our 
broad membership, and from every region of the nation. A 
steering committee has established the criteria for selec-
tion and is planning ways to salute those selected beyond 
the WLC. This is not a one-time ceremony or simple list, 

but rather a program to fully engage those chosen — via 
mentoring, career development and professional network-
ing among peers — for years to come.
 Members of the steering committee cover all regions: 
Patricia A. Redmond of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, 
Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. (Miami), Nina M. 
Parker of Parker & Associates (Boston), Derek C. Abbott 
of Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP (Wilmington, 
Del.), Kathryn A. Coleman of Hughes Hubbard & Reed 
LLP (New York), Chief Bankruptcy Judge Barbara Houser 
(Dallas), Risa Lynn Wolf-Smith of Holland & Hart LLP 
(Denver), Retired Judge Eugene R. Wedoff (Chicago), 
Eve H. Karasik of Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Brill, 
LLP (Los Angeles), Soneet R. Kapila of KapilaMukamal, 
LLP (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.) and Douglas L. Lutz of Frost 
Brown Todd LLC (Cincinnati).
 We will build on 40 Under 40 each year, creating a 
deep pool of future leaders in the bankruptcy community. 
As ABI President Jeffrey N. Pomerantz (Pachulski Stang 
Ziehl & Jones LLP; Los Angeles) said when announcing 
the program in February, “We realize the demographics of 
our profession are changing. Our continued success as the 
community’s leading professional association depends in 
part on our ability to identify and promote future leaders.”
 Read the FAQ below for more information, and nomi-
nate someone today!

Frequently Asked Questions
 Who can be nominated? ABI’s 40 Under 40 Award is 
open to bankruptcy, insolvency and restructuring profes-
sionals from around the world who are 40 years old or 
younger as of Dec. 1, 2017 (your birthday must be on or 
after Dec. 1, 1977). Nominees may come from, but are not 
limited to, the following fields: academic, attorney, auc-
tioneer, case administrator, consultant, credit profession-
al, financial advisor, government practice (federal, state, 
local), lending, NGOs or professional association, trustees 
or turnaround consulting.
 What are the benefits to being selected? Those selected 
will be honored at a special awards ceremony at the 2017 
Winter Leadership Conference. Honorees will be invited 
to attend an exclusive reception with ABI leaders and judi-
cial faculty from the conference, as well as future special 
events. Honorees will also be profiled on ABI’s website 
and in the ABI Journal. In addition, each “class” of hon-
orees will receive other special recognition when attend-
ing ABI events, signifying their achievement in this select 
group of young professionals. 
 Does the nominee have to be a member of the ABI? 
ABI membership is not required.
 Can I be nominated twice? Yes, but you may not be 
named ABI’s 40 Under 40 list more than once. If you are 
not selected in 2017, you may be considered again if still 
under age 40.
 Can I nominate myself? Yes, but you must submit two 
letters of recommendation from those with direct knowl-
edge of your professional achievements.

What’s Happening at ABI
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 Can I nominate more than one person? Yes. If you 
feel there are several individuals within your firm or orga-
nization who deserve consideration, please submit all of 
their nominations. 
 Does the nominee know that he/she has been nomi-
nated? Yes. The nominee will receive an email notifying 
him/her that a nomination has been submitted. The nomi-
nee also will receive reminders to submit any support-
ing materials. 
 Is there a fee for making a nomination? No. There is no 
fee associated with the ABI 40 Under 40 program.
 Why should I nominate someone? Nominating a young 
professional for ABI’s 40 Under 40 program:

• celebrates the achievements of young professionals in 
the bankruptcy community who are tomorrow’s leaders;
• highlights rising stars in your firm or organization; 
• showcases how firms and organizations help to men-
tor and provide professional development; 
• identifies future leaders within ABI; 
• offers the winners a chance to be featured at an ABI 
conference, in the ABI Journal and online; 
• provides the winners with exclusive networking and 
recognition opportunities, as they are invited as ABI 
guests to special recognition events; and
• advances the future of the bankruptcy community.

 How do I know if my online nomination form went 
through? Will I receive a confirmation? After submitting 
your nomination(s), you will get a message thanking you 
for your nomination. Your supporting nomination materi-
als also are submitted online. 
 Will I be notified if the person I nominate is selected? 
Yes. ABI will contact all 40 individuals we select for 40 
Under 40 recognition, as well as the individual who sub-
mitted their nomination.
 When are nominations and the supporting materials 
due? Nominations are due July 31, 2017. 
 What is the criteria for selecting a 40 Under 40 winner, 
and how does the selection process work? Nominations 
will be judged by a committee of senior professionals, rep-
resenting the diversity of the bankruptcy community. Some 
of the qualities and characteristics the committee will be 
looking for (in no particular order): 

• academic training (degrees earned, etc.);
• achievements in representations on behalf of clients;
• authorship and publications; 
• community service; 
• dedication; 
• inventiveness;
• leadership skills; 
• “people” skills/mentoring ability; 
• personal integrity; 
• professional service (with professional societies, 
organizations, educational events, etc.); 
• public speaking/presentation skills; 
• sustained career progress; 
• technical skills; and 
• work/life balance.

 If I’m selected, what happens next? If selected, you 
will be invited to participate in the recognition and net-
working events at the 2017 Winter Leadership Conference 

(Nov. 30-Dec. 2) at LaQuinta, Calif., including the special 
awards luncheon. You must be willing to attend in per-
son. Your profile and photo will be published in the ABI 
Journal and online, among other press and publicity.
 Interested? Check out abi.org/40under40 for more 
information or to make a nomination.

Save the Date: Delaware Views 
from the Bench on Sept. 13

Plan to join ABI and the Delaware State 
Bar Bankruptcy Section on Sept. 13 for 
the biannual Views from the Bench pro-
gram at the Hotel DuPont in Wilmington, 
Del. The event features the views of judg-
es from the bankruptcy court, Article III 
courts and Delaware Chancery Court. 
Program cha i r s 
f o r  t h e  D S B A 
are Kimberly A. 

LaMaina of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP and Jeremy W. 
Ryan of Potter Anderson & Corroon 
LLP. More than 200 professionals will 
attend from the Amtrak corridor for a 
day of CLE and networking. For more 
details, visit abi.org/events.

Don’t Miss Upcoming “Eye on 
Bankruptcy” Episodes

The March show of 
“Eye on Bankruptcy” 
features Bankruptcy 
J u d g e s  K e v i n 
Gross (D. Del.) and 
Wendelin I. Lipp 
(D .  Md. )  in  con-
versation with host 
Prof. Michelle M. 
Harner (University 

of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law; Baltimore), 
and covered the latest case law developments in both com-
mercial and consumer cases. Watch for it at 1 p.m. ET March 
30. At the Annual Spring Meeting, “Eye on Bankruptcy” 
will be recorded before a live audience on Saturday, April 
22. Guests will be Jason S. Brookner (Gray Reed & 
McGraw LLP; Dallas) and Perry M. Mandarino (B. Riley 
& Co., LLC; New York), who will discuss interesting devel-
opments in the energy, retail and health care sectors.
 Miss an episode? Stream all past programs at eyeon-
bankruptcy.com.

Asset Sales Committee Hosts 
Webinar on Role of Creditors
 Did you miss the March 9 ABILive webinar discuss-
ing the roles of secured, undersecured and unsecured 
creditors and committees in asset sales? A recording is 
now available. Listen in as speakers Paul V. Possinger 
(Proskauer; Chicago), Brian S. Hermann (Paul, Weiss, 

Jeremy W. Ryan

Jason S. Brookner Perry M. Mandarino
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Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP; New York) and Mark 
S. Indelicato (Hahn & Hessen LLP; New York) discuss 
practical strategies for creditors during the asset sales pro-
cess. You can access the recording at cle.abi.org. 
 Find out about the next ABILive webinar at abi.org/
events. ABILive webinars are free, and CLE is available 
for a nominal fee.  

New Book Available in the ABI Store
ABI has just released 
a new Building Blocks 
e-book, the latest entry 
in its digital series known 
as ABI Briefs. This edi-
tion — a committee book 
project edited by Jennifer 
B. Kimble (Prime Clerk; 
New York), co-chair of 
ABI’s Young and New 
Members Committee 
and a coordinating editor 
for the ABI Journal — 
pulls together recent 
pieces from the Journal’s 
Building Blocks column 

into a handy reference for those seeking solid introductory 
bankruptcy information. This digital-only edition covers a 
range of topics, from the basics of EBITDA to addressing 
the pro se opponent to explaining concepts such as technical 
abandonment and judicial estoppel. 
 The e-book is available for immediate purchase and 
download at the ABI Store (store.abi.org) in all the popular 
digital formats, especially those designed for use on iPad 
and Kindle devices.

ABI Journal Associate Editor 
Spotlight: Jon J. Lieberman
 Each month, the ABI Journal spotlights one of its 
associate editors. These ABI members are responsible for 
ensuring that article submissions are scholarly and con-
sistent. “These dedicated individuals are a large part of 
the quality and reliability of the Journal, and we thank 
them for their contributions,” said ABI Vice President-
Publications Alane A. Becket of Becket & Lee, LLP. 
The reviews of these volunteer editors are integral to the 
Journal’s high-quality content. This month, we acknowl-
edge Jon J. Lieberman, senior counsel with Sottile & 
Barile LLC in Cincinnati.
 Mr. Lieberman has been an ABI member since 2001 
and has served as an associate editor since 2015. He is a 
former co-chair of ABI’s Legislation Committee, and also 
served on the American Bar Association’s Subcommittee 
on Financial Institution Insolvency Legislation. He cur-
rently serves as Membership Relations Director of ABI’s 
Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. A panel mediator, he is 
also an active member of ABI’s Mediation Committee.
 As counsel to chapter 7 and 13 trustees, commercial 
and high-profile debtors, and creditors of all varieties, Mr. 
Lieberman has developed a balanced perspective over his 

25 years of practice. A former chair of 
the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Real 
Property Law Committee, he concen-
trates on prosecuting and defending 
adversary actions involving real proper-
ty issues in all bankruptcy chapters. His 
litigation practice is national in scope, 
encompassing the bankruptcy juris-
dictions of the District of Columbia, 
Colorado,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 

Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky. He also has extensive experi-
ence as appellate counsel in matters before the Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panels, U.S. District Courts, and the U.S. Court 
of Appeals comprising the Sixth Circuit.
 An Air Force ROTC Distinguished Military Graduate 
of the University of Cincinnati, Mr. Lieberman was a 
Semple Scholar in the university’s renowned Classics 
program. He often enjoys befuddling opposing counsel 
by incorporating Latin into his oral arguments. His wife 
Heather, a nationally recognized hunter-jumper equestrian 
judge, often enjoys keeping him in line.

CARE Corner
CARE to Launch New Fundraising Initiative
 The Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program 
will launch its 2017-18 weCARE Fundraising Initiative at 
ABI’s 2017 Annual Spring Meeting during the luncheon on 
Friday, April 21 (register for the conference at abiasm. org). 
The goal of the campaign is to help CARE meet its operating 
needs and increase its capacity to support its mission. Please 
consider giving to CARE during this campaign to show your 
support for financial literacy. You can donate online at car-
e4yourfuture.org/care-support, or visit the CARE booth at 
the Annual Spring Meeting to learn more!

CARE Coordinator Sherri Wattenbarger Receives UMKC 
School of Law Pro Bono/Public Service Award
 Kansas City, Mo., Chapter 
CARE Coordinator Sherri L. 
Wattenbarger, an attorney 
with the U.S. Department of 
Justice and the Office of the 
U.S. Trustee in Kansas City, 
received the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City School 
of Law Pro Bono/Public 
Service Award in February 
for her years of service in the 
Kansas City legal community 
and her work with CARE. 
Ms. Wattenbarger has been 
a dedicated CARE volunteer 
leader for many years, includ-
ing organizing the Kansas 
City Missouri and Kansas Chapters. Her work with CARE 
has helped grow the organization’s presence in the great-
er Kansas City area and encouraged the growth of other 
CARE chapters across the country.
 She has received numerous awards for her legal lead-
ership, including the U.S. Attorney General’s Award for 

Jon J. Lieberman

Sherri L. Wattenbarger received 
the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City School of Law Pro Bono/Public 
Service Award for her service in 
the local legal community and her 
work with the CARE program.
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Community Service by former U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder and the Missouri Lawyer’s Weekly Women’s Justice 
Award for Public Service, and she was named Woman of the 
Year by the Association of Women’s Lawyers in 2011.

Visit CARE’s New Website and Curriculum
CARE launched its new website last 
month, giving it a modern platform to 
recruit volunteers, host its new cur-
riculum and encourage greater par-
ticipation from nonprofit partners and 
educators. CARE also launched a new 
national curriculum, which is aimed at 

providing a more impactful educational experience for 
both volunteers and students, and meeting the Jump$tart 
Coalition for Financial Literacy’s National Standards for 
K-12 Personal Finance Education. CARE’s presentations 
are available in both English and Spanish and are provid-
ed at no cost. To learn more about CARE and its mission, 
sign up to volunteer or make a financial contribution, 
visit care4yourfuture.org. 

Get Involved with CARE
 Have you been following CARE Corner and been 
wanting to get involved? Please email CARE Executive 
Director Anna Flores at aflores@care4yourfuture.org or 
CARE Program Coordinator Ian Redman at iredman@
care4yourfuture.org to volunteer with one of our local 
chapters, create a new chapter or make a donation. Learn 
more at our website, care4yourfuture.org, or on Facebook 
at facebook.com/careforyourfuture. 

ABI Endowment Fund Update
New ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy
 The Anthony H.N. Schnelling 
Endowment Fund is supporting a newly 
appointed 15-member expert panel that 
will examine the consumer bankruptcy 
system and issue a report with recom-
mended improvements that can be 
implemented within the existing struc-
ture. The ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy aims 
to modernize the system with practical and cost-effective 
recommendations, building on the framework established 
by the Bankruptcy Code of 1978 and the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005. 
This Commission will employ an open, information-gath-
ering model that will allow interested parties across the 
consumer bankruptcy spectrum to provide their input. 
 For more information on the Consumer Commission, 
watch for updates at consumercommission.abi.org and read 
the feature on p. 14.

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Endowment Events!
 NYC Wine Dinner: Join us for a special reception 
on Wednesday, April 5, from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at Italian 
Wine Merchants in New York City (108 East 16th 
Street between Park Avenue South and Irving Place) 
for appetizers, cocktails and wine, followed by a seated 

dinner. Proceeds benefit the Anthony H.N. Schnelling 
Endowment Fund. Thanks go to Rust Omni (premium 
sponsor), Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and 
EisnerAmper LLP (major sponsors), and Arent Fox LLP, 
East West Bank, Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC, 
Polsinelli and SSG Capital Advisors, LLC (sponsors) for 
making this event happen. 
 Yoder Memorial Golf Outing: On Monday, May 15, 
the Hartefeld National Golf Club in Avondale, Pa., will 
host the 7th Annual Steven M. Yoder Memorial Golf 
Outing. Join us as we celebrate the life of our friend and 
ABI member Steven M. Yoder, who passed away in 2011. 
Included in the cost is golf, boxed lunch, complimentary 
beverages and beer, with a cocktail hour and buffet din-
ner to follow the tournament. Proceeds of the golf outing 
benefit the Steven M. Yoder Children’s Trust and the ABI 
Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund. Thanks go to 
Gavin/Solmonese LLC (Amy and Ted Gavin), Polsinelli 
(Christopher A. Ward), Rust Omni (Brian Osbourne 
and Paul Deutch), Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP (Ryan G. 
Foley) and Wilmington Trust for sponsoring this event. 
See the ad on p. 47 for more information.
 Midwest Wine Event: Get ready for an evening of net-
working with your colleagues while raising money for the 
ABI Endowment on Nov. 9 in Chicago! A huge thank you 
goes to Richard S. Lauter (Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & 
Smith LLP), Mark G. Stingley (Bryan Cave LLP) and 
Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg (Sugar Felsenthal Grais & 
Hammer LLP) for spearheading this event. 
 Anyone interested in sponsoring these or other 
Endowment events should contact ABI Marketing Manager 
Sharisa Sloan at ssloan@abi.org or visit abi.org/events for 
more information.

New Endowment Donors Recognized
Lifetime Member: Blank Rome LLP
 Spencer Abraham and Ira L. Herman
Benefactor: Richardo I. Kilpatrick
 Kilpatrick & Associates, PC
Sustaining Member: Patrick A. Clisham
 Engelman Berger, PC
Sustaining Member: Mark Desgrosseilliers
 Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP
Sustaining Member: Hon. Mary Jo Heston
 U.S. Bankruptcy Court (W.D. Wash.)

Levels of Support for the ABI Endowment
Millennium Level  $50,000+ 
30th Anniversary Circle  $30,000-$49,999
Century Council Member $25,000-$29,999
Visionary Member  $20,000-$24,999
Legacy Member  $15,000-$19,999
Lifetime Member  $10,000-$14,999
Benefactor   $5,000-$9,999
Sustaining Member  $2,000-$4,999
Leadership Club  $1,000-$1,999
Donor    $100-$999

Donate online at abi.org/endowment. Donations are  
tax-deductible and can be paid over five years.  
Call (703) 739-0800 for more information.  abi

Copyright 2017 American Bankruptcy Institute. 
Please contact ABI at (703) 739-0800 for reprint permission.


