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•EXPLORING REGULATORY STEWARDSHIP AS AN IDEAL AND

AS A PRACTICE

•THREE MAIN STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGES FOR REGULATORS

•REGULATORY STEWARDSHIP AS THE OPTIMAL SUM OF

(POSSIBLY) SUB-OPTIMAL PARTS
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READ AND/OR WATCH:

• HTTPS://OJS.VICTORIA.AC.NZ/PQ/ARTICLE/VIEW/6731

• HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=OWTU7VQNKVU
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https://ojs.victoria.ac.nz/pq/article/view/6731
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWtU7VQnKvU


IS REGULATORY STEWARDSHIP A

UNIQUELY AOTEAROA/KIWI IDEA?
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Administrative Procedure Act 
(1946)

• Keep the public informed
• Public participation in rulemaking
• Uniform standards for the 

conduct of rulemaking
• Requirements regarding review of 

agency action

IS REGULATORY STEWARDSHIP A UNIQUELY AOTEAROA/KIWI IDEA?

Slido #asset



Better regulation agenda 
(late 1990s onward)

• Transparency in design and 
evaluating of EU regulation

• Evidence-based reforms
• Collaboration with citizens and 

stakeholders 
• Bring benefits at minimum cost

IS REGULATORY STEWARDSHIP A UNIQUELY AOTEAROA/KIWI IDEA?
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‘Regulatory stewardship is a 
responsibility of government 
regulatory agencies. It involves them 
adopting a whole-of-system, lifecycle 
view of regulation, and taking a 
proactive, collaborative approach, to 
the monitoring and care of the 
regulatory system(s) within which 
they have policy or operational 
responsibilities.’

- New Zealand Treasury
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Regulatory stewardship includes 
responsibilities for:

• Monitoring, review and reporting 
on existing regulatory systems.

• Robust analysis and 
implementation support for 
changes to regulatory systems.

• Good regulatory practice.
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• Agencies are struggling with 
‘performance-based’ model

• A lack of collaboration between 
agencies

• Conceptual confusion
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EXPERIENCES WITH REGULATORY STEWARDSHIP IN AOTEAROA



Stewardship in organization, management, 
and governance literature

• Stewardship theory

• Ethical stewardship

• Codification of stewardship

• Stewardship as a guiding philosophy
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BROADER LITERATURE?



‘Stewardship requires the careful management of 
something that belongs to others. Stewards must not 
only make proper current use of that which they hold in 
trust, but they must also leave it in better condition for 
use by future generations.’

- Albers Mohrman, O'Toole, & Lawler
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‘Stewardship requires the careful management of 
something that belongs to others. Stewards must not 
only make proper current use of that which they hold in 
trust, but they must also leave it in better condition for 
use by future generations.’

- Albers Mohrman, O'Toole, & Lawler

Stewardship ‘is the willingness to be accountable for the 
well-being of the larger organization by operating in 
service, rather than in control, of those around us.’

- Block
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BROADER LITERATURE?



1. Stewardship as an ideal (virtue)

Stewardship as a tool (mechanism)

2. A structural aspect to stewardship

An activity aspect to stewardship

3. Outward-looking stewardship

Inward-looking stewardship

THREE STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGES FOR REGULATORS
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EFFECTIVE

REGULATORY

GOVERNANCE
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PARTICIPATORY

REGULATORY

GOVERNANCE
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CULTURE OF

REGULATORY

GOVERNANCE

LEGITIMATE

REGULATORY

GOVERNANCE

Slido #asset



REGULATORY STEWARDSHIP

MORE INFORMATION: WWW.REGULATORYFRONTLINES.BLOG

QUESTIONS?

PROFESSOR JEROEN VAN DER HEIJDEN | JEROEN.VANDERHEIJDEN@VUW.AC.NZ
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