
 
 

FOR RELEASE:  Friday, January 18, 2013 

YWCA of Richmond Announces 2013 Class of Outstanding Women Awards Honorees 

Richmond, VA – January 18, 2013 – Eight women have been selected as the YWCA of Richmond’s 2013 
Outstanding Women Awards honorees. This year’s winners are Arts – Erin Thomas-Foley (SPARC),    
Business – Mary Doswell (Dominion Resources), Communications – Doris Ann Kane (Richmond Times-
Dispatch), Education – Julia Anne Greenwood (The New Community School), Human Relations & Faith in 
Action – Nancy Chewning (Massey Cancer Center and First Baptist Church), Law & Government – Naila 
Ahmed (Williams Mullen), Nonprofit Management – Anne Lynam Goddard (Childfund International), and 
Volunteerism – Rhona Arenstein (VCU Department of Psychiatry volunteer). 

"The Outstanding Women Awards is an important program for the YWCA. Since 1980, we’ve honored 
exceptional women whose work has inspired and empowered others. It is a critical component of our mission 
to acknowledge and celebrate the female leaders in our community,” said Linda S. Tissiere, Executive Director 
and CEO of the YWCA of Richmond. “As we work daily to make Richmond a better place for women and 
children, it is important for us to pause and give thanks to those who share this vision and have set an example 
for all of us. It is humbling to be in a room with these eight women.” 

This year's winners were selected based on their impact on the Greater Richmond community, their leadership 
skills, a high level of personal and professional achievement, and commitment to the YWCA of Richmond’s 
mission to empower women and elevate children.   

The honorees will be formally recognized and celebrated at the YWCA of Richmond’s Annual Outstanding 
Women Awards Luncheon, presented by Bon Secours, at 12:00 noon on Friday, April 26, 2013 at the 
Greater Richmond Convention Center. Online ticket sales will begin by late February. Individual luncheon 
tickets are $50.00. Individual and Corporate Sponsorships are available. 

In addition to providing comprehensive crisis services to families, the YWCA is dedicated to protecting the 
vulnerable, reaching out to those in need, honoring personal courage, celebrating women’s successes, and 
embracing diversity and equality. Our honorees exemplify this vision through their professional and volunteer 
achievements.   
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