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Impact 100 Grant Provides Catalyst for Exciting Change in Emergency Housing 

From communal to private, from survival to self-reliance 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Richmond (VA)—The YWCA of Richmond announced a transformative change in its housing program as it partners with 

the Better Housing Coalition to provide private emergency shelter to women and children escaping violent homes. The 

126-year old nonprofit has been the leading provider of services for domestic and sexual violence survivors in Metro 

Richmond since 1978.  

“We opened the shelter in 1980,” explains Rebecca D. Lee, Chief Program Officer. “At that time, communal sheltering 

for women leaving abusers was an important service. It still is. We’ve just found a better way.” A $100,000 grant from 

Impact 100 (a group of women who raise $100,000 annually to transform a nonprofit with a single gift) provided the 

funds to make the change from communal to private sheltering. “Over the years, we’ve seen the shelter itself become a 

barrier to success,” says Lee. “A private space allows our clients to retain their autonomy, make their own decisions, 

keep their families together, and sets them up for sustainable success.” Additional services include counseling, case 

management, and access to programs designed to help women secure their status as head of household.  

“We are beyond excited,” said Linda S. Tissiere, Executive Director of the YWCA. “We will reach a new audience with this 

model. We know there are women out there right now that don’t have access to safe homes, but who elect not to utilize 

our housing services because they would never go into a communal shelter. This grant eliminates that concern.”  

Effective June 1, women and their dependent children seeking housing services from the YWCA will not be placed in the 

YW’s communal shelter, a confidential building in the City that can house up to 30 individuals. “In partnership with the 

Better Housing Coalition, we’ve secured furnished, private apartments that are part of their compliment of properties,” 

Lee said. “Starting in June, families can go into those secure, private spaces while they work with our case manager and 

counselors to determine the next step in their journey to recovery.” 

The shift from communal to private sheltering has been part of the YWCA’s strategic planning for the past three years. 

Long-term studies and emerging best practices from similar programs in D.C. and on the West Coast supported 

justification for a new housing model. In 2010, the YWCA initiated the Domestic Violence Housing Model Task Force with 

other area service providers, survivors, first responders, funders, and housing specialists. The result of that Task Force 

led the YW to offer and expand transitional housing options, but the growth was slow as funding became available. 

“This grant is a game-changer for us,” explained Tissiere. “We knew this was the way our services needed to evolve, and 

we were always pushing for that change, but we could only move as quickly as funding allowed. Impact 100 has made all 

the difference.” 

Since 1887, the YWCA of Richmond has been a leading force in securing an environment of change and empowerment for women 

and their families. Today, the YWCA provides nationally-accredited early childhood education programming and remains 

committed to ensuring that victims of domestic and sexual violence experience rescue, recovery, and life-rebuilding programs 

that foster emotional, social, and economic stability. If you or a loved one has experienced domestic or sexual violence, call our 

confidential hotline at 804-643-0888, available 24 hours per day. 
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