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YWCA of Richmond Honors 2013 Class of Outstanding Women  

A Sold Out Audience of 800 Leaders Attend Today’s Awards Luncheon 

Richmond, VA – April 26, 2013 – Eight women were formally recognized and honored today at the YWCA of 
Richmond’s 2013 Outstanding Women Awards luncheon, presented by Bon Secours and emceed by Sabrina 
Squire of NBC 12 to a sold-out crowd at the Greater Richmond Convention Center. This year’s winners are 
Arts – Erin Thomas-Foley (SPARC), Business – Mary Doswell (Dominion Resources), Communications – 
Doris Ann Kane (Richmond Times-Dispatch), Education – Julia Anne Greenwood (The New Community 
School), Human Relations & Faith in Action – Nancy Chewning (Massey Cancer Center and First Baptist 
Church), Law & Government – Naila Ahmed (Williams Mullen), Nonprofit Management – Anne Lynam Goddard 
(Childfund International), and Volunteerism – Rhona Arenstein (VCU Department of Psychiatry volunteer). 

"Although our honorees are being recognized in unique categories, each one has demonstrated significant 
achievement; leadership; impact on the community; and commitment to equality and racial harmony. They are 
credited with exemplifying justice, equality, and an optimism about our community’s future that inspires others 
to act,” said Linda S. Tissiere, CEO of the YWCA of Richmond. “These eight exceptional women were selected 
based on their high level of personal and professional achievement, and how their contributions to the 
community align with the YWCA of Richmond’s mission to empower women, eliminate racism and elevate 
children.” 

Patty Merrill, President of the YWCA Board of Directors, shared, “The OWA Awards Luncheon is the YWCA’s 
signature fundraising event. Today we heard stories from eight extraordinary women who, like the staff of the 
YWCA, are changing the lives of other human beings. In addition to providing comprehensive crisis services to 
families, the YWCA is dedicated to protecting the vulnerable, reaching out to those in need, honoring personal 
courage, celebrating women’s successes, and embracing diversity and equality. Our honorees exemplify this 
vision through their professional and volunteer leadership.” 

The YWCA of Richmond announced that nominations are now open for the 2014 Outstanding Women Awards, 
to be presented next in Spring, 2014.  Go to www.ywcarichmond.org for a nomination form.   
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