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Scholarship Recipients
2016

Salma Arredondo
Hometown: Salinas, California
College: University of California Los Angeles Major: Molecular Biology
“Receiving this scholarship is a huge honor.  This scholarship will further allow 
me to realize my ultimate career goal in the field of oncology, and shows that all 
the dedication and passion I put into both golf and academics really paid off.”

Taylor Beckwith 
Hometown: Turlock, California
College: Whittier College   Major: Psychology/Pre-Law
“This scholarship means that I am closer to achieving my dream of obtaining 
an amazing college education and playing collegiate golf at a school I love. This 
relieves some of my financial burden and allows me to pursue my law career.”

Trevor Bianchi 
Hometown: Carmel, California
College: Undecided    Major: Finance
“Thank you so much for this award, it is a huge honor and I am very appreciative 
of Youth on Course as well as Joe Huston. This scholarship will open many doors 
for me by making my education more financially feasible.”

Jian Caparros 
Hometown: Riverbank, California
College: Cal Poly Pomona   Major: Mechanical Engineering
“The scholarship that I am receiving means a whole lot to me, especially for my 
family. I am forever grateful for this opportunity because it gives me a head start 
after college. I would like to thank the Kezirian’s for their generosity.”

Cassidy Carrera-Ruiz 
Hometown: San Jose, California
College: San Diego State University  Major: Journalism
“I am extremely grateful to receive this scholarship. This award brings me that 
much closer to achieving my goals and pursuing my dreams of furthering my 
education. This scholarship is proof that hard work never goes unnoticed.”
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Kylie Chang 
Hometown: San Leandro, California
College: University of California Los Angeles Major: Undecided
“I am honored to receive this scholarship that will allow me to continue my edu-
cation in college. The opportunities of playing and interning through Youth on 
Course are immeasurable, including meeting new people and playing golf.”

Ellen Chu
Hometown: San Francisco, California
College: University of California Davis Major: Pharmaceutical Chemistry
“I am truly grateful to receive this scholarship. I am very appreciative that Youth 
on Course has supported me both on and off the golf course. Thank you to Lisa 
& Douglas Goldman. You have given me the chance to pursue higher education 
without financial burden.”

Jacky Chu 
Hometown: San Francisco, California
College: Stanford University   Major: Biology
“More than just financial support, receiving this scholarship empowers me,
because I am motivated by the fact that people around me have wholehearted 
faith that I have the ability to achieve my dreams through a college education.”

Christina Collman
Hometown: Novato, California
College: Smith College   Major: Biology/Pre-Medicine
“Words cannot express what it means to be recognized for my efforts. This schol-
arship reinforces everything golf teaches about working hard and being a better 
person than the day before. Thank you for this generous award and for placing 
your confidence in my academic future!”

Brittany DeWeaver 
Hometown: Oakland, California
College: Carleton College   Major: Undecided
“This scholarship is such an honor and I feel very blessed and thankful. This 
money means that I can commit to my first choice, Carleton College, and feel 
secure knowing that I have not only monetary support, but spiritual support from 
Youth on Course. I am overwhelmed with gratitude and I plan to pay it forward.”

Mary Elise Conzelmann 
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Hometown: McKinleyville, California
College: Humboldt State University   Major: Tourism Administration
“I am eminently humbled and appreciative of being awarded this scholarship. I 
anticipate the day I will be able to establish a scholarship to contribute to 
students’ educational and career goals, just as Youth on Course has done for me.”



Mary Hambly 
Hometown: Paso Robles, California
College: Cal Poly San Luis Obispo  Major: Agricultural Engineering
“This scholarship is the first step on the long road ahead of me. By receiving this 
award, I have proven to myself that hard work and dedication to a sport, a team, 
and an oganization leads to amazing opportunities to further my education.”

Brandon Ho
Hometown: Napa, California
College: University of California Los Angeles  Major: PsychoBiology
“This scholarship means my dream of going to college is becoming a reality. This 
scholarship is my ticket to a higher education, an education that will bring me a 
step closer to realizing my aspiration of becoming a cardiovascular surgeon.”

Melody Hsu
Hometown: Saratoga, California
College: Northwestern University  Major: Piano Performance 
“I am extremely excited and honored to receive the Youth on Course Scholar-
ship. As a future music major, I am excited to further develop my musical-
ity through my education in college and share my love of piano performance 
through concerts around the world.”

Jaewon Lee
Hometown: Concord, California
College: Harvard University   Major: Computer Science
“Whatever lies ahead in my future, I have been given an opportunity to pursue 
an extraordinary education and gain lifelong knowledge. This scholarship has 
allowed me to take a step toward an education that will greatly and positively 
impact my life forever.”

Louie Le Gear
Hometown: Los Gatos, California
College: University of Oregon  Major: Business Administration
“Receiving this scholarship from Youth on Course shows me the support and 
commitment from NCGA to help young golfers reach their goals. I am for-
ever grateful for the courses made accessible and the doors opened by Youth on 
Course, helping me attend college this fall. Go Ducks!”

Valerie Lam
Hometown: San Jose, California
College: University of California Berkeley Major: Molecular Cell Biology
“Thank you for taking a long-standing burden off my shoulders! I can now aim 
higher than community college without worrying about my family. Your gener-
osity is imperative toward my goal in making neuroscience breakthroughs and 
becoming a contributor to society. I am forever grateful.”
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Aja Loo
Hometown: Newman, California
College: University of California Irvine Major: Business Management
“Words cannot describe how grateful I am to have received this scholarship. With 
this scholarship, I am able to partly repay my parents who have provided me with 
endless love and support. I am excited to be able to further my education.”

Brendan MacLaren
Hometown: Pacific Grove, California 
College: James Madison University  Major: Musical Theater
“What an honor it is to have been chosen to receive a Youth on Course scholar-
ship. This award is bringing me an important step closer to realizing my dream of  
earning a college degree in musical theater. Thank you!”

Bernard Martin
Hometown: San Francisco, California
College: University of Portland  Major: Engineering
“This scholarship is going to help my family and I pay for college so I can fulfill 
my dream to become an engineer.”

Meagan McEnery
Hometown: San Mateo, California
College: Sonoma State University  Major: Nursing
“To be awarded this scholarship is completely life changing. I am so thankful for 
Youth on Course and my donors for this unbelievable opportunity to pursue my 
education. I shall do my utmost to repay the faith they’ve put in me by excelling 
in my academic endeavors and make them proud.”

Evelyn Navar
Hometown: Salinas, California
College: University of California Davis Major: Neurobiology
“Receiving these scholarships has been such a blessing for my family and I. I am 
so grateful that Youth on Course has chosen to invest in my future and the future 
of my community.”

Charles Lomba
Hometown: Lincoln, California
College: University of California Los Angeles Major: Biophysics
“I am truly honored and grateful to Youth on Course and Lisa and Douglas Gold-
man; it is by their generosity that I will have one less worry and one more reason 
to make my family and myself proud at UCLA. I will work every day to live up to 
my gift and one day pay it forward.”
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Melissa Pina
Hometown: Hanford, California
College: California State University Monterey Bay  Major: Kinesiology
“Receiving this scholarship means opportunity, to do things I wasn’t financially 
able to; it gives me hope, that my future will be bright; and it’s reassurance, that 
I will be stress free and can just enjoy the experiences college has to offer.”

Rudolph Ragan
Hometown: San Francisco, California 
College: Gonzaga University   Major: Undecided
“I will be the first in my family to go to college, and with this scholarship I will 
be able to live out my dream of going to college. Thank you!”

Dominic Salomone
Hometown: Martinez, California
College: William Jessup University  Major: Business Finance
“Receiving this scholarship helps ease the financial burden that higher education 
has set on my family. I am grateful and honored to accept, and want to thank 
Youth on Course for affecting my life in a positive manner all these years.”

Michael Shudoma
Hometown: Pebble Beach, California
College: Washington State University Major: Business Finance
“This scholarship means so much to me because it allows me to continue my 
education. Golf has always been an important part of my life and Youth on 
Course has turned my love of golf into a way to help me succeed in college.”

Michael Piazza
Hometown: San Jose, California
College: San Jose State University  Major: Education
“Being awarded this scholarship means the world to me. I am so honored and 
excited. I am extremely thankful to receive this scholarship.  I hope to make Mr. 
Coates proud of me by excelling academically in my college studies.”

linda rindt
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Sabrina Thao
Hometown: Atwater, California
College: University of California Davis    Major: Biology/Pre-Medicine
“Receiving this scholarship means that the hard work has really paid off, espe-
cially from my family who has supported me from the beginning. This scholar-
ship, for me, is not the end but just the beginning. I can’t wait to begin the next 
chapter of my life in college where I will continue to work hard.”

*morton foundation

lynn davis



Kelsey Valle
Hometown: South San Francisco, California
College: San Jose State University   Major: Journalism
“This scholarship means another supporting factor in obtaining a higher educa-
tion and accomplishing my career goals. It provides me with both financial 
comfort and a special pride in being associated with Youth on Course. ”

+ denotes $8,000 scholarship 

*sally morton JordannVigna
Hometown: Galt, California
College: California Baptist University  Major: Mathematics
“I am so blessed to be chosen to receive this scholarship. I am very excited to 
attend the college of my choice and pursue a math degree, so I can make a 
difference in kid’s lives through teaching!”

*morton foundation

* denotes $10,000 scholarship † denotes $12,000 scholarship *** denotes $20,000 scholarship

Class of 2016 Fast Facts 
Total scholarship dollars awarded:

$244,000
Average GPA:

3.92
Average years in Youth on Course:

3.45
Number of students who will be the first in family to attend college:

12
Number of scholars who were/are interns or caddies with Youth on Course: 

7 
Number of scholars playing college golf:

3



*sally morton 
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Congratulations 
Scholarship Class of 2012

The Youth on Course scholarship Class of 2012 has reached the four-year mark of their higher education. 

Bianka Aceves Martin
Bianka will be finishing her degree in biology 
with a minor in spanish at UCLA this July.  She 
plans to spend a year working before applying 
to medical school. “I wouldn’t have been able to 
make it to this point without the support from 
Youth on Course.”  

Jael Agbabiaka
Jael has completed her degree in pre-medicine 
from Lincoln University. She has been accepted 
into medical school and will be commissioned 
from the ROTC program on the 27th and be-
come a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S. Army.

Graduated from Stanford with a degree in manage-
ment science and engineering. He accepeted a two-
year fellowship with Venture For America, an organi-
zation that places recent college graduates in start-ups 
in re-building US cities. He was a member of the 2015 
NCAA Championship Men’s Soccer team.

  

Slater Meehan

Elexus Hunter
Elexus graduated with a business degree from Clark At-
lanta University this May. She has accepted a full-time 
position with Allstate Insurance in Chicago. She recent-
ly published her first book titled “Tragic is Magic.”

Katherine Abu
Katherine graduated from University of San 
Francisco on May 20th. She is working in San 
Francisco and applying for a Fullbright English 
Teaching Assistant fellowship in South Africa.

Jed Allen Caseria
Jed is finishing up his degree in engineering at 
UC Davis. After graduation he will move home 
to work as he applies for Masters programs. 
“I cannot express enough thanks and gratitude for 
the support Youth on Course has provided.”

Mariela Morales
Mariela graduated from CSUMB with honors. She is the 
first in her family to graduate college and is now apply-
ing for Master’s programs. “YOC made this possible for 
me. Thanks to you, I was able to attend university. I will 
forever be grateful.”   

  Arron Paulino
Graduated last December from University of Colorado 
at Colorado Springs with a golf management degree. 
He is now interning at Sharon Heights Golf & Country 
Club in Menlo Park. 
    

Austin Smotherman 
Austin completed his degree in business administration 
from Southern Methodist University. He recently turned 

pro after completing his senior season at SMU.



While it all starts with giving our members access to golf for $5 or less at more than 300 
participating courses, it doesn’t end there. Youth on Course provides access to summer job op-
portunities through our Caddie Academy and high school internship programs and as well as 
access to higher education through college scholarships.

The Youth on Course scholarship program began in 2008 with a single award recipient receiv-
ing $5,000. To date, Youth on Course has awarded a total of $876,000 to 176 students. 

High school seniors with a minimum GPA of 3.0, who will be attending a four-year college or 
university are eligible to apply. Finalists undergo an interview process with Youth on Course 
staff and board members and award recipients are chosen on both need and merit. 

There are many ways to allocate donations to Youth on Course. One way is through a named 
scholarship. For an investment of no less than $1,000 per year for four years, you can provide 
one of our participants the greatest gift of all - the opportunity to achieve his or her goals and 
dreams at a college of his or her choosing. Your scholarship fund will follow the scholarship 
recipient all four years of his or her collegiate career. 

Youth on Course is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit. 

Interested in supporting a deserving high school student on course to a college degree? 

Adam Heieck - Youth on Course Executive Director
(831) 622-8231

adam@youthoncourse.org

For more information on Youth on Course,
Visit our website: YouthonCourse.org

Like us on Facebook 
Follow us @YOCGolf on Twitter & Instagram



Thank You

special thanks

2016 Scholarship Donors

$50,000
*Morton Foundation

$40,000
*Lisa & Douglas Goldman

$24,000
*Linda Rindt

$20,000
Kathy & Bob Jaunich 

Poppy Hills Golf Course

$12,000
California Women’s Amateur Championship

$10,000
Steve McLin 
Sally Morton

Amount represents total donated to scholarships for 2016      *denotes multiple same-year scholarships

$8,000
Salesforce MGG

$5,000
Paul Porter Memorial

Pat Quinn Caddie

$4,000
Blackhawk Country Club SRA
Boston Private Bank and Trust 

Raymond Coates 
Lynn Davis

Edward Dobranski 
Kristen & Joe Huston

Anne & Vaughn Kezirian 
Poppy Hills Staff

Evan Boone, Cole Handley, Art Kerrick, 
Marcus Synegal, Matt Muhlenbruch

Julie & Brad Shupe
Pat & Que Spaulding

Jennifer Young



For more information on Youth on Course visit: 
YouthonCourse.org


