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Where Do These Principles Come From ?

           For Everyone That Works   

The principles in this brochure come from the Book of Proverbs in the Old Testa-
ment of the Bible (Living Bible Translation). These wisdom principles have proven  
themselves over centuries of time.  This is how they are introduced:

These are the proverbs of King Solomon of Israel, David’s son:  He wrote 
them to teach his people how to live--how to act in every circumstance,  for he 
wanted them to be understanding, just, and fair in everything they did. “I want 
to make the simpleminded wise!” he said. “I want to warn young men about 
some problems they will face.  I want those already wise to become wiser and 
become leaders by exploring the depths of meaning in these nuggets of truth.” 
How does a man become wise? The first step is to trust and reverence the Lord!  
Only fools refuse to be taught.  Proverbs 1:1-6

What about you?  Are you growing in wisdom and understanding?  With your 
current life trajectory, are you going to end up where you want to be in life?  Do 
you think you will be satisfied?  Have you taken the first step mentioned in the 
proverb above?

Further Action Steps You Can Take
Why not make a decision now to kick off some new priorities?  You can  email us at 
info@lifehelp.org.  Or visit us at www.lifehelp.org and fill out the on-line Free Resource 
Coupon or request The 21 Day Faith Experiment.   These are great next steps to 
living a life of purpose, impact and meaning.  We are glad to help!

If you are already growing in your relationship with God and are looking for other 
opportunities to integrate faith, life, and work, please email us at info@priorityasso
ciates.org and/or visit us at www.priorityassociates.org.  We will help you take it to 
the next level.  You may also be able to get help from the organization or individual 
who provided you this resource.

Reference listing for each of the Wisdom at Work categories in this brochure
(Intro=3:21-26,4:23)(1=15:15)(2=10:26,25:13,10:13)(3=2:21,4:11,14:2,20:27)(4=13:10,15:1)(5=29:9,29:10)(6=22:6)(7=6:32) (8=21:20) 
(9=27:19)(10=24:26,12:15,15:31)(11=3:9)(12=25:18,26:20,11:13)(13=3:13)(14=14:26)(15=11:3,12:5,21:28)(16=27:21,27:2)(17=11:18, 

20:7,22:1)(18=28:25,13:7,18:11)(19=25:15)(20=21:5)(21=3:6,16:3)(22=12:18)(23=17:14,20:4)(24=9:11,10:27)(25=12:25)

For more information on integrating faith and work visit      
www.ipriority.com or www.priorityassociates.org
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To order additional copies or request additional resources 
visit  www.lifehelp.org  or call 1-800-503-2214

Wisdom that 
Works @ Work I

The wisdom contained in the 
enclosed principles when 
applied to a person's life 

produce more benefit than
 years of most leadership 
development curriculums.

Whereas many leadership
 development courses deal 

with techniques and externals 
of management, leadership or 

personal growth, these
 principles of wisdom deal 

with the internal motivations of
 every human heart.



THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES
Have two goals: wisdom- that is, knowing and doing right- 
and common sense.  Don’t let them slip away, for they fill 
you with energy for living, deep satisfaction, and bring you 
honor and respect.  They keep you safe from defeat and 
disaster and from stumbling off the trail.  

Above all else, guard your affections, for they influence 
everything else in your life.  

      Wisdom That Works at Work

1. ATTITUDE
s  When a man is gloomy, everything seems to go wrong; when he is cheerful, 

everything seems right!  

2. CAREER
s  A lazy fellow is a pain to his employers--like smoke in their eyes or vinegar 

that sets the teeth on edge. 
s  A faithful employee is as refreshing as a cool day in the hot summertime. 
s  Men with common sense are admired as counselors. 

3. CHARACTER 
s  For only good men enjoy life to the full;  evil men lose the good things they 

might have had, and they themselves shall be destroyed. 
s  I would have you learn this great fact: that a life of doing right is the wisest 

life there is. 
s  To do right honors God.  
s  A man’s conscience is the Lord’s searchlight exposing his hidden motives. 

4. CONFLICTS  
s  Pride leads to arguments; be humble, take advice, and become wise. 
s  A gentle answer turns away wrath, but harsh words cause quarrels.

5. DIFFICULT PEOPLE 
s  There’s no use arguing with a fool. He only rages and scoffs, and tempers 

flare. 
s  The godly pray for those who long to kill them. 

6. FAMILY 
s  Teach a child to choose the right path, and when he is older, he will remain 

upon it.  

 7. FIDELITY
s  But the man who commits adultery is an utter fool, for he destroys his own 

soul. 

 8. FINANCIAL PLANNING 
s  The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he 

gets. 

 9. FRIENDS
s  A mirror reflects a man’s face, but what he is really like is shown by the kind of 

friends he chooses. 

 10. GETTING CORRECTED
s  It is an honor to receive a frank reply. 
s  A fool thinks he needs no advice, but a wise man listens to others.
s  If you profit from constructive criticism, you will be elected to the wise men’s 

hall of fame. But to reject criticism is to harm yourself and your own best 
interests. 

 11. GIVING
s  Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all your income, and he will fill 

your barns with wheat and barley and overflow your wine vats with the finest 
wines. 

 12. GOSSIP
s  Telling lies about someone is as harmful as hitting him with an ax, or wounding 

him with a sword, or shooting him with a sharp arrow. 
s  Fire goes out for lack of fuel, and tensions disappear when gossip stops.    
s  A gossip goes around spreading rumors, while a trustworthy man tries to quiet 

them.  

 13. GOOD JUDGMENT 
s  The man who knows right from wrong and has good judgment and common 

sense is happier than the man who is immensely rich! For such wisdom is far 
more valuable than precious jewels. Nothing else compares with it. 

 14. HAPPINESS  
s  Reverence for God gives a man deep strength; his children have a place of 

refuge and security. 

15. HONESTY  
s  A good man is guided by his honesty; the evil man is destroyed by his 

dishonesty. 
s  A good man’s mind is filled with honest thoughts; an evil man’s mind is 

crammed with lies. 
s  No one believes a liar, but everyone respects the words of an honest man. 
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(Further application and action steps on the back)

each a child to choose the right path, and when he is older, he will remain 
upon it.  

 16. HUMILITY  
s  The purity of silver and gold can be tested in a crucible, but a man is tested 

by his reaction to men’s praise. 
 s Don’t praise yourself; let others do it!  

 17. LEGACY 
s  The evil man gets rich for the moment, but the good man’s reward lasts 

forever. 
s  It is a wonderful heritage to have an honest father. 
s  If you must choose, take a good name rather than great riches; for to be 

held in loving esteem is better than silver and gold. 

 18. MONEY
s  Greed causes fighting; trusting God leads to prosperity. 
s  Some rich people are poor, and some poor people have great wealth!   
s  The rich man thinks of his wealth as an impregnable defense, a high wall of 

safety. What a dreamer!  

 19. PATIENCE  
s  Be patient and you will finally win, for a soft tongue can break hard bones.  

 20 PERSEVERANCE  
s  Steady plodding brings prosperity; hasty speculation brings poverty.

 21. SUCCESS  
s  In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown your 

efforts with success.
s  Commit your work to the Lord, then it will succeed. 

 22. SARCASM 
s  Some people like to make cutting remarks, but the words of the wise soothe 

and heal. 

 23. TEMPER
s  It is hard to stop a quarrel once it starts, so don’t let it begin. 
s  It is an honor for a man to stay out of a fight. Only fools insist on quarreling.   

 24. TIME MANAGEMENT  
s  Wisdom will make the hours of your day more profitable and the years of 

your life more fruitful.  
s  Reverence for God adds hours to each day.   

 25. WORRY 
s  Worry weighs a person down, an encouraging word picks them up.


