


Major Theme 
• Paul wrote Galatians to counter 

the Judaizers, who were  false 
teachers; attacking a major point 
of the Gospel, which is 
Justification by Faith.  These 
Galatians were Gentile believers 
who were beginning to accept  the 
false teaching and fall away from 
Christ.  



Major Theme 
• Paul while defending the Gospel, 

also warned the Galatians of the 
serious consequences of 
accepting this false teaching and 
rejecting the true Gospel.     



Major Theme 
• Who were the Judaizers? 

• Jews that insisted that in order 
to be saved one had to trust in 
Christ and keep the Law of 
Moses, and be circumcised.    



Cities of Galatia 
• The Galatians letter was sent to the 

following churches: 
• Pisidian Antioch 
• Iconium 
• Lystra 
• Derbe 
•  These churches were established during the first 

missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas. (Ref. Acts 
13-14)  



Paul’s Credibility 
• Paul substantiates his teaching by 

laying out a case regarding how what 
he taught was approved by the 
leaders of the church in Jerusalem. 
(ref. Acts 15)  



Paul’s Credibility   
• Gal 2:1-2 
• 2 Fourteen years later I went up again 

to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. 
I took Titus along also. 2 I went in 
response to a revelation and set 
before them the gospel that I 
preached among the Gentiles. But I 
did this privately to those who seemed 
to be leaders, for fear that I was 
running or had run my race in vain.  



Paul’s Credibility 
•  Gal 2:9 
•  9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to 

be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right 
hand of fellowship when they recognized 
the grace given to me. They agreed that 
we should go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the Jews.  

•  James was the half brother of Jesus. These three were key leaders 
in the church at Jerusalem. The right hand of fellowship 
indicated true friendship and partnership. This was a full 
endorsement of Paul as creditable, called minister of the Gospel.   



What Was Wrong? 
•   Gal 2:11-13 
•  11 When Peter came to Antioch, I 

opposed him to his face, because he was 
clearly in the wrong. 12 Before certain 
men came from James, he used to eat 
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, 
he began to draw back and separate 
himself from the Gentiles because he was 
afraid of those who belonged to the 
circumcision group.  



What Was Wrong? 
• Gal 2:13 
• 13 The other Jews joined him in his 

hypocrisy, so that by their 
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led 
astray.  

• Peter was a prominent leader in the 
Church, so the other Jews followed 
his example.    



What Was Wrong? 
• Peter had been fellowshipping with 

the Gentile brothers; but when the 
Judaizers came down from 
Jerusalem, he stopped eating with 
the Gentiles and separated himself. 
Even though he knew the Judaizers 
were wrong, he still wanted their 
respect and endorsement. (Acts 
15:7-11)     



What Was Wrong? 
• By his outward behavior Peter was 

actually saying that the Judaizers 
were right in what they were 
teaching and that Paul was wrong in 
what he was teaching.   



What Was Wrong? 
• Gal 2:14 
• 14 When I saw that they were 

not acting in line with the truth 
of the gospel, I said to Peter in 
front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet 
you live like a Gentile and not like a 
Jew. How is it, then, that you force 
Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?  



What Was Wrong? 
•   Gal 2:15-16 
• 15 "We who are Jews by birth and 

not 'Gentile sinners' 16 know that a 
man is not justified by observing the 
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So 
we, too, have put our faith in Christ 
Jesus that we may be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by observing 
the law, because by observing the law 
no one will be justified.  


