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This sermon starter is based on Genesis 1:1-2:4a and connects to the Peace with 
Justice theme. Adapt the text to fit the context and needs of your congregation.

It Is Good

“That was so good!” we declare after a satisfying 
meal with loved ones.

“You did such a good job,” we congratulate a child 
after a recital or game.

“She’s a good person,” we say, describing someone 
who helps others.

When I was growing up, we were taught in 
writing class to avoid words like “good.” We were 
encouraged to be more descriptive and add depth 
to our writing. 

So, it feels like a bit of an understatement in the 
story of creation, to hear over and over, “And God 
saw that it was good.” 

God is satisfied. Something about the perfect 
balance in creation offers a sense of being just 
right. Not too much. Not too little. It was good. 

While science gives us more information about the 
details, this biblical story of creation describes God 
as an artist. A creator of: 

Day and night;

Earth, sea and sky;

Birds, sea creatures and land animals;

Stars and the moon;

Trees, plants and flowers.

And, of course, God made us. “Let us make 
humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness.” (Genesis 1:26b, NRSV)

We each carry the imprint of God within the holy 
creation of our very being. 

And God declared us good and appointed us to be 
caretakers of all creation.

The 2016 United Methodist Book of Resolutions 
(1033) explains:

The story of the garden (Genesis 2) 
reveals the complete and harmonious 
interrelatedness of creation, with 
humankind designed to relate to God, one 
another, and the rest of the created order. 
God’s vision of “shalom” invites all of 
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creation to know wholeness and harmony, 
and the good news that we are called 
to proclaim includes the promise that 
Jesus Christ came to redeem all creation 
(Colossians 1:15-20).

And the reality is that a distinct lack of harmony 
exists between humans and the rest of creation. We 
quickly corrupted our relationship with God, with 
the earth and with one another.
People don’t have clean water to drink.

Because of too little rain in some places, some people 
have no food to eat because the land is too dry. 

In other places, too much water causes  
massive flooding.

Wars and political unrest rage because people do 
not have enough. They start fighting instead of 
working together to try to get what little resources 
are available. 

Without vital basic needs met, people are forced to 
leave home to survive. We see millions of people 
displaced, in need of shelter, food, safety and welcome. 

This is not good.

This is not what God wants for us.

God created a world that was in balance. A world 
where we have enough if everyone lives fairly 
and with respect for what God created. How do 
we restore the dignity of those who experience 

injustice, acknowledging that each person is of 
sacred worth, made in the image of God?

As bearers of God’s image, we know the magnificent 
power of the one who created us. We celebrate that 
God’s love was powerful enough to resurrect Jesus 
after the Roman government executed him. 

The good news is that God’s love is so powerful 
that, together, as people created by God, we can 
repair the damage being done to creation. In 
recognizing the image of God in our neighbor who 
is weighed down by injustice, we can begin the 
process of restoration. We can respond with healing 
in places where slavery, racism, environmental 
pillaging and political corruption have interrupted 
God’s vision of a flourishing garden.

Today, we have an opportunity to do that as a 
congregation. The Peace with Justice Sunday 
special offering allows The United Methodist 
Church to repair the harm in communities that 
face systemic injustice. 

When we are part of building gardens of Peace 
with Justice, we honor the divine goodness in one 
another. God made each of you. And God said you 
are good.

Please turn to the person next to you and say, “God 
made you. And you are good.”

(God made you. And you are good.)

Thanks be to God. Amen.


