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PREPARATION
Set up a small table with a basket on it in the front of the sanctuary. In the basket, 
put a loaf of bread or a roll on a communion plate/paten and a chalice. 

Invite the children to walk with you around the sanctuary. As you walk, say:  
A few weeks ago, we celebrated Easter. We remembered that Jesus was killed but on 
the third day, he rose from the dead. He was resurrected. Some women, who were his 
friends, went to visit his grave and were amazed to see that he was alive. They were 
so happy! They told his other friends that they had seen Jesus. 

Today we heard a story about what happened later that day. A couple of Jesus’ friends, 
Cleopas and Simon, went for a long walk to a village called Emmaus. They heard the 
story from the women, but they weren’t sure what to believe.

While they were walking and talking, kind of like we are doing now, Jesus joined them on the 
road. But, for some reason, they didn’t recognize him. When they all got to the village, Jesus 
was going to continue walking. But Cleopas and Simon invited him to eat dinner with them. 

(Gather everyone around the table and place the bread and cup on the table.)  
Jesus picked up the bread that was on the table and gave thanks to God for it. He broke 
the bread and gave it to the disciples. (Pick up the bread and break it.) 

Does this look familiar? We do this during Holy Communion when we remember the Last 
Supper that Jesus shared with his friends before he was killed. It must have looked 
familiar to Cleopas and Simon, too. When Jesus broke the bread and shared it, the two 
friends recognized him and were so excited that Jesus was alive! Often, Jesus taught 
people about loving and caring for one another while he ate with them.

This children’s message is based on Luke 24:13-35. If the Gospel has not already 
been shared, read it aloud before the children’s message.



Today, we continue to celebrate Easter. We also celebrate Native American Ministries 
Sunday. Perhaps you have heard that many Native Americans died from disease and 
war when the Europeans came to what we now call the United States. 

Some churches participate in a memorial walk of what is called the “Trail of Tears.”  
It is a way to remember a time when thousands of Native American people were 
forced to walk from their homes in the southeastern United States to areas west of the 
Mississippi River. After their homes were taken, many Native people died on this journey. 

It is important for the people who survived and the Native Americans who came after them 
to tell the stories of their people and continue the traditions that are part of who they are. 

One tradition that many Native American tribes continue is called a “potlatch.” It is a 
big feast with dancing and singing to celebrate a very special occasion. The person who 
throws the party presents the guests with gifts for being part of the celebration — for 
witnessing the special occasion. 

Have you ever received a goody bag at a party? A potlatch is similar, but the gifts are 
even more special. They are often heartfelt presents made by hand like a basket, a 
blanket, moccasins or jewelry. (If you have a handmade Native American item, show it 
to the children.)

I wonder how the disciples felt to realize that Jesus was sitting at their table. They 
thought he had been killed. What a wonderful gift to receive! Much better than a goody 
bag from a birthday party, right? Today, we get to be guests in God’s house and continue 
the tradition of being a witness to the goodness of Jesus. I wonder how we might share 
special gifts from our heart with people we meet.

Please pray with me: Creator God, thank you for the gift of Jesus. Thank you for helping 
the Native American people survive despite difficult circumstances. Show us how to be 
generous with our gifts. Show us how to share your love. Amen.
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