
United Methodist Circuit Rider Quiz 

 

 
1. Who were the original Methodist circuit riders? 

 Men who promised never to marry so they could travel a lot 
 Electricians who drove trucks and fixed computer circuit boards  
 Itinerant preachers who traveled a specific route preaching the gospel 
 Horseback riders who performed in a traveling circus 

2. The first female Methodist circuit rider was: 
 Rose Dawson 
 Betsy Ross  
 Helenor Alter Davisson 
 Annie Oakley 

3. True or false: John Wesley believed that preachers who moved from place to place were more effective. 
 True 
 False 

4. What does it mean to be an itinerant preacher? 
 You are a preacher-in-training 
 You are a substitute preacher  
 You are temporary preacher interviewing for a job 
 You are willing to accept whatever assignment your bishop gives you 

 



 

5. What is the definition of a preaching circuit? 
 A meandering trip through the wild frontier without regular stops 
 A specific geographic route to new or established congregations  
 A 5-mile circular path between 2-3 churches 
 An electrical path through which electrons flow 

6. On a typical ride once around the circuit, the rider traveled… 
 10-20 miles 
 50-100 miles  
 100-200 miles 
 200-500 miles 

7. What were the most treasured items in a circuit rider’s saddle bag? 
 Food for the journey 
 Water to brush teeth  
 Books to read and sell 
 An iPad for daily news 

8. The circuit rider Peter Cartwright was known as… 
 A charismatic preacher who inspired hundreds at camp meetings 
 A baptizer of more than 8,000 people and 10,000 new members  
 An Illinois legislator who was once elected over Abraham Lincoln 
 All of the above 

9. Pastors in Zimbabwe in the 1970s didn’t have horses, so they rode circuits on… 
 Wagons pulled by burros 
 Zebra  
 Elephants 
 Bicycles 

10. The preacher who rode 265,000 miles on horseback and helped grow Methodism in America was: 
 Francis Asbury 
 Charles Wesley  
 Thomas Coke 
 Thomas Jefferson 

 

Take one of our other quizzes at www.UMC.org/quizzes 

 



Answers to the United Methodist Circuit Rider Quiz 

 
1. Who were the original Methodist circuit riders? 
The correct answer is itinerant preachers who traveled a specific area preaching the gospel. Methodist Church records 
from 1844 record a church membership of over 1 million, with 4,000 ministers riding circuits in the U.S. 

2. The first female Methodist circuit rider was: 
The correct answer is Helenor Alter Davisson. Davisson was the first woman ordained in The Methodist Protestant 
Church by the Wabash Annual Conference (Indiana) in 1866. She often rode the Bradford Circuit in northwest Indiana. 

3. True or false: John Wesley believed that preachers who moved from place to place were more effective. 
The correct answer is true. John Wesley believed that itinerant preachers who moved from place to place were more 
effective than those who settled in, grew comfortable, and wore out what they had to say. 

4. What does it mean to be an itinerant preacher? 
The correct answer is you are willing to accept whatever assignment your bishop gives you. Itineracy is the system in The 
United Methodist Church by which pastors are appointed to their charges by a bishop. 

5. What is the definition of a preaching circuit? 
The correct answer is a specific geographic route to new or established congregations. Especially in sparsely populated 
areas of the United States, it was common for clergy to serve more than one congregation at a time, a form of church 
organization sometimes called a “preaching circuit.” 

6. On a typical ride once around the circuit, the rider traveled… 
The correct answer is 200-500 miles. Especially west of the Appalachian Mountains, circuit riders rode great distances 
between communities and congregations. Some circuits were so large it took six weeks to complete one cycle. 

7. What were the most treasured items in a circuit rider’s saddle bag? 
The correct answer is books to read and sell. Often circuit riders carried copies of the Methodist Discipline for sale, as 
church members in the wilderness did not have access to these instructions. 

8. The circuit rider Peter Cartwright was known as… 
The correct answer is all of the above. Peter Cartwright (1785-1872) was a Methodist circuit rider known for his colorful 
appearance, direct manner, and oratory skills. 

9. Pastors in Zimbabwe in the 1970s didn’t have horses, so they rode circuits on… 
The correct answer is bicycles. One pastor in Zimbabwe reported that the longest distance he rode a bicycle was on a 
circuit totaling 17.36 miles. 

10. The preacher who rode 265,000 miles on horseback and helped grow Methodism in America was: 
The correct answer is Bishop Francis Asbury, who during his 45 years of ministry rode on horseback more than 265,000, 
roughly the distance of riding from New York City to Los Angeles 95 times! 


