
This is one of three parts of comments

Judicial Administration: Table Conversation Part B 

1. The United Methodist Church is a world-wide connection all church. Why and in which
ways is this relevant in your context? 

because we are not alone. We are accountable, and connected to the church around the world.
In *my context most days it is not relevant
(In context of nothing but nets) People were very excited because they were connected.

(Comment by an Affican) We are witnessing to this amazing reality that they church is a
worldwide reality. There is one thing I 
would like to underline. We need to study when we meet…The culture AND the 
church. The church is a worldwide reality, but we come from different cultures. 
How can we live in a church that is above cultures-not promoting one? Is that 
possible?
... so that the limits of our cultures don’t become the limits of our church.

we can say that we have partners everywhere and we work together to address these issues.

It’s a principle to make disciples that guide the church- 
this principle… *My colleague talked about the culture. The culture seems to be 
a conflict of the church.

The culture of the gospel must supersede the outside 
culture. The culture of gospel must help the church be better.

It’s important to understand that there are lots of (other) cultural churches in NJ.

We can find folks all over who have the same rules.

We need to hear voices of new churches throughout the world.

Missionaries are able to broaden our perspectives.

We can move and church still feels like home.

Let’s us participate in global helping missions which help people around the world in ways we
could not do by ourselves.
We get ideas from others that we can apply locally Synergy with others ideas.
We americans get very inward focused.

Our church can really change the world regardless of political and other differences. Local
churches can change things locally but the world wide church can change the entire world.



It gives us hope to be part of a growing church (in Africa) when we ar getting smaller.

We hope the GBOD will be short.

We need to resolve the sexuality issue so that it won’t poison the discussion.

It (GBOD?) must be founded on the Articles of Religion and the Confesion of Faith and must
include the General Rules of the Methodist Church.
It must have respect from the whole church.

In many contexts, the global church is irrelivant
In one context (of the social principels) it is seen as negative.
Comments that in some contexts reputation is negative and in others (UMCOR disaster releif) it
is very good.
UMC dosen’t mean much in a very diverse congregation.

2. In light of our commitment to be a world-wide connectional church, what is 
most important for a truly worldwide General Book of Discipline that undergirds 
and empowers the mission of the entire United Methodist Church? 

I believe that a worldwide UMC must have a worldwide book of discipline.

we must maintain a Wesleyan, orthodox, theology that has both spiritual and 
social holiness, where persons are called not only to reconciliation and 
transformation, but also to repentance and obedience.

The discipline for the 
worldwide church has to allow for the manifestation of God in multiple cultures, 
yet at the same time having all of those cultures transformed into the culture 
of Christ. The worldwide church must have some doctrine to which we all agree 
to, or you cannot have covenant and fellowship. 

I see the first thing is the mission of 
Christ. The reason Christ came was to bring human beings back to God.

As the UMC we need a discipline that is above one individual 
culture, and that upholds the scriptures.



Discipline should bind us together as a community of faith interpreted through 
Wesley

The articles of Religion, doctrine, theology, and creeds in Discipline should be the same.

USA qualifications and standards may be difficult to meet (elsewhere)

Unfair that Central conferences vote on (our) rules but are then free to modify them.
Federation vs connectionalism 

Rules of sexuality should be included in (Global Discipline)
Wesleyan thought needs to be included.
Social Principles have no context (i.e. should be same for all)

The BOD must must be the core and foundational faith and polity that we all share and have
regional sectionsd that are for each specific region.
-That sounds devisive to some.
-why travel around the world to (study) issues that do not impact us.
-The global BOD should be based on the Bible
-The global BOD should contain our theology and beliefs that we all share which is more
important than the sectional issues that keep us apart.
Difficult to be United if each region has different stance on issues.

Need to decide what is core & unique to us and what is merely a social issue like the ordination
of women.

(This table is all from USA)
Gobal church enables global ministries.
The connection allows folks to help others and forget themselves. (Quotes instance of Affricans
helping Katrina victums followed by US kids helping them.)
Connextion helps us see Christianity in acction, but conferencing allows us to tell personal (as
opposed to TV and documentaries) stories.

We are connected through relationships beyond just structure.
We do things all over the world–for example we are gathering here today.
We do practicle things in additon to religious events.

The uniquness of the Discipline is that it guides our life whether in USA or Mozambique. It’s
like the (USA) constitution and transends language and culture.
We gather in usnity every four years to review it together.
One Doctrine, one Discipline, one Christ and one Lord, one church United and Apostolic.

Some believe in a minalist GBOD



Standards for ministers, DS etc. can be very contextual.
Theology, constitutional parts are OK (for GBOD) but (not) Social principles.
Language can be difficult and challenging.
Too much in GBOD can be chalanging.
GBOD should be a tool for ministry rather than a barrier to ministry.
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Judicial Administration: Table Conversation Part B 
1. The United Methodist Church is a world-wide connection all church. Why and in 
which ways is this relevant in your context? 
- Tangible evidence of Christ’s love for the world, and Wesley’s call that the 
world is our parish. So it is important for us to be a worldwide community. This 
is relevant in *my context because we are not alone. We are accountable, and 
connected to the church around the world. And as Ben said, when we do things 
that help each other, you can only do that as a worldwide. 
- In *my context I’ll quickly say that I like the fact that my church is 
evidence of the body of Christ which is going into the world. The command is go 
into the world. His word also says, by this men will know that you are my 
disciples when you have love for one another. It makes me feel like a part-that 
I’m witnessing to the world. 
- In *my context most days it is not relevant… And then there will be surprises 
when it will come together. It is very special for people when it does. *My 
bishop lead the ‘nothing but nets’ campaign. I remember in our vacation bible 
schools for every ten dollars we put a water bottle on a volleyball net. People 
were very excited because they were connected. That could not have happened in 
any other church. 
- In *my context it is very easy to fall pray to the phrase ‘it’s all about me’ 
and being a part of the UMC helps us understand that it’s all about ‘US’. And it 
is amazing to watch someone make that transition. A person’s faith explodes- it 
grows. 
- Two things; 1. The UMC worldwide 2. The church as connected. We are witnessing 
to this amazing reality that they church is a worldwide reality. First, the fact 
that this church did not start in Africa. It came from somewhere else in the 
world to our place. Now we are united here- not only from one continent, but 
from all continents. So the UMC is a worldwide reality. There is one thing I 
would like to underline. We need to study when we meet…The culture AND the 
church. The church is a worldwide reality, but we come from different cultures. 
How can we live in a church that is above cultures-not promoting one? Is that 
possible? If it is not possible, then we need to pray and seek the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance so that the limits of our cultures don’t become the limits of our 
church. The church is connectional. In Africa, *we preach, we have a lot of 
neighbors- but when it comes to providing social services we reach out to our 
partners. This is what the connection is all about- it’s a partnership. Because 
of these connections and partnerships, we can say that we have partners 
everywhere and we work together to address these issues. These connections must 
also translate in the rules that govern our church. That’s why we need some 



common rules of the worldwide church. So this connectional church will not just 
be limited at the top, but also at the bottom…Local churches, districts, 
conferences, etc… When we go back we give reports of decisions made at this 
gather not just to our conference, to our districts, but to everyone at the 
local church. We are a connectional church- we as a people. 
- The worldwide church for *me is what I find in Matthew 28:20- go and make all 
nations my disciples. It’s a principle to make disciples that guide the church- 
this principle… *My colleague talked about the culture. The culture seems to be 
a conflict of the church. The culture of the gospel must supersede the outside 
culture. The culture of gospel must help the church be better. If we’re going to 
spend time talking about our individual cultures, we’re going to kill the 
church. 
2. In light of our commitment to be a world-wide connectional church, what is 
most important for a truly worldwide General Book of Discipline that undergirds 
and empowers the mission of the entire United Methodist Church? 
- *I believe that a worldwide UMC must have a worldwide book of discipline. Like 
Ben says, has a place that we agree on- these are the essentials to who we are. 
Included in that has to be a commitment to scripture as the revealed truth of 
God. If that’s not there, we can never hold together. Scripture has to be 
primary-the prism through which all culture and other things come through. And 
we must maintain a Wesleyan, orthodox, theology that has both spiritual and 
social holiness, where persons are called not only to reconciliation and 
transformation, but also to repentance and obedience. The discipline for the 
worldwide church has to allow for the manifestation of God in multiple cultures, 
yet at the same time having all of those cultures transformed into the culture 
of Christ. The worldwide church must have some doctrine to which we all agree 
to, or you cannot have covenant and fellowship. 
- When *I think of this question, I see the first thing is the mission of 
Christ. The reason Christ came was to bring human beings back to God. Humans 
went astray, and Christ came to bring them back to God. Before he left, Christ 
said, If you love me you’ll keep my commandment. We have a lot of cultures- you 
can also see in some churches it’s the cultures trying to lead the church. We 
need to pay attention and make sure that the gospel is at the center of the 
church- that the gospel be above culture. That the gospel be our guidance for 
all cultures. As the UMC we need a discipline that is above one individual 
culture, and that upholds the scriptures. 
- *I think it’s very important that we have a covenant in the book of discipline 
that will bind us together and give us freedoms within our culture. But the 
judgement of the convenenant has the be the bible first. The spirit of Christ in 
scriptures judges the church and will judge our connection if we are not true to 
it. God judges us in our history- when we fail, we have to see if the culture is 
following the scripture. 
- Discipline should bind us together as a community of faith interpreted through 
Wesley, to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
While there are cultural influences that effect the context of our ministries 



(that we should pay attention to in order for our message to be well received) 
ultimately they cannot defy the words of Christ. It’s a fine line. We can’t let 
culture dictate scripture. 
 
 



Judicial Administration: Worldwide Nature Small Group Report 
 

Key Quote: 
 

Part B 
 
1. The United Methodist Church is a worldwide connectional church. Why and 

in which ways is this relevant in your context? 
 
Input and Perspectives:  
We are one body, though many.  
We want to celebrate our unity.  
The BOD helps to bind us together everywhere 
One BOD regulates affairs of global church 
The BOD needs to be translated into other languages 
Relationships and unity are valued and add strength 
One set of core values will help to define who we are as one UNITED family 
Cultural contexts may be unique, but our core values remain the same 
Flexibility in how we live our our common beliefs would be helpful. For 
instance, the structure for a local church of 1200 can not be live out in a 
congregation of 100. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



2. In light of our commitment to be a worldwide connectional church, what is 
most important for a truly worldwide General Book of Discipline that 
undergirds and empowers the mission of the entire United Methodist 
Church? 

 
Response:  
It is difficult to connect with the BOD when it is not available in all languages 
We may agree to disagree, but we must maintain the unity of the church 
The ‘connectional’ church is needed to assist those with the greatest global 
need 
It would be very difficult to appoint pastors across continents for 12 years, in 
order to promote crosscultural understanding and learning from one another 
Even shortterm immersion experiences would build relationships and aid in 
cultural understanding 
Small group conferencing is most helpful 
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