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Part B 
 
1. The United Methodist Church is a worldwide connectional church. Why and in which ways is this relevant in 

your context? 
 
Input and Perspectives:  
 We lose sight of the connection 
 Reminds us that children of God are all around the world and reaffirms the centrality of Christ 
 It's a reflection of the image of God 
 It keeps things in perspective 
 What can we learn from each other 
 To maintain communication, experience other ideas and other ways of life 
 To garner a more complete understanding of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 Every part of the world is experiencing an increase in globalization- it only makes sense that we have a  

Global Connection 
 To be partners, and help grow and learn from each other. 
 To serve each other from all parts of the globe 
 When someone needs help there is always a Methodist Church that can give a hand 
 The church use to be based in money. Now the church realizes that there are poor and that the issues 
are all different in each context.  
 We see because of technology. We understand each other more. The church has become more 
exposed. 
 During emergencies we all watch how we can help as Methodists.  
 We can Accomplish together what we cannot do alone.  

Missionaries come and share.  
Without the church other countries would not grow. 
Being connected in a world wide church gives support in the leadership of the church; to defend the 

beliefs of the church 
Connecting congregations brings support to help build seminaries 
Creates opportunity for Education 
We share the Common Heritage of peace and love. 
Ecumenical 
Sharing of resources allows to fulfill the needs 
Show Solidarity to help share the pains 
The US churches tend to be privatized unless there is an intentional effort to cultivate a sense of 

connection to a Global Church is ministry to the whole world. 
Local People see glimpses of the World Wide Church through UMCOR or campaigns like IN Malaria but 

connectionalism in US is often seen just in the Annual Conference Areas or Jurisdictional rather than the World 
Wide. 

We learn from each other 
When we  visit different places, we get hope and give hope through building relationships. 
We need to do theology in today’s context.  
Doctrine is important, but people aren't as interested in that.  
We need to be connection all so that the church can grow and the world will see us as one.  
We serve the God of the Universe. To be connected to God we need to become more connected to each 

other 



There are no color lines- it's great to be a part of the church 
of each other have been deeply impacted by other people of the world.  
Their faith inspires and challenges- creating a craving in other to experience it 
It shows the stories of the messages that can be found in other parts of the world  
Helping with conditional nature of the UMC 
Opening eyes to 2/3 World’s issues instead of only our own issues instead of only our own issues. 
“My context is not the center of the world” We need to recognize God is at work everywhere 
Seeing poverty outside of the USA, importance to recognize that many go without. 
Conecctionalism constantly pushes back against you and open eyes to our white privileges and sexism 
Ways to have unity without having structural unity- unity not and uniformity. 
The system is meant to serve us and not become our purpose 
 
 
 
Our issues are global. Proud and excited that the whole church takes issue of malaria, for example. Need all 
resources to tackle issues and challenges. As a connectional church, we can do that. UMC is present in many 
places; we are present through giving. 
  
World has become smaller because of technology. The world is my parish. Our commitment to Christ includes the 
whole world. We can sometimes not do much on our own as small church, but we can as an entire church. It is an 
incarnation of what we believe is true; God has whole world in Gods hands. Whole world knows our sorrow and 
hopes. Church brings attention to issues that all can respond to. Oneness in Christ- universal in Christ.   
  
Question related specifically to BOD. Stated the importance of central conferences to be able to take liberties with 
the BOD to fit their cultural needs; not social issues; but how to run the church in their context in reference to 
language and culture. 
  
Accommodate religions and denominations in our churches. Flexibility that takes in contextual reality and  
necessities of the world. Flexibility to offer the love of Christ to their communities.   
Culture and education due to western context. Education not always feasible for persons in full connection around 
the world. There are cultural norms that are also factors.  Cultural and theologically differences. 
  



2. In light of our commitment to be a world-wide connectional church, what is most important for a truly 
worldwide General Book of Discipline that undergirds and empowers the mission of the entire United 
Methodist Church? 

 
Response:  
 
 There are some places we feel is it adaptable in places like administration, conferences, and the local 
church. 
 There are some places we feel it is not adaptable like the constitution, theology, and doctrine. 
 In our Context, the Discipline does not fulfill the needs of the church  
 The Social principles are very good for some contexts but depending on if there are changes it can not 
be good. 
 It should only be most important things- keep it simple like the 3 simple rules. 
 The book of Discipline is not as important in some contexts. It is much more for the front and center in 
the US and with Pastors  
 The Missions needs to be explained but not with so many rules 
 The Book of Discipline should be of help not a barrier to ministry. 
 There are too many roadblocks for ordination. 
 The Bible is the only authority that we should be following 
  
 Central conferences can be more flexible in the training of clergy and in other ways. 
 We need to agree on essentials and have flexibility  
 We need to bring the mission mindset from outside the US to here in the US 
 We’ve been emphasizing on administration instead of our  mission. 
 We need to expand our ways.  
 We need to move toward a Global Book of Discipline- instead of the US  centered one. 
 We need to walk the walk in saying we are connection all  
 
 We appreciate in the book of discipline: 
  The difference between shall and my 
  Being able to add to the Book of Discipline  
  Need some core values and beliefs 
  Different practices and rules 
 
 Don’t change the Book of Discipline to much that it changes the DNA of the conferences. 
 The Book of Discipline can be changed- the Bible should not be changed. 
 
 The articles of Religion and the Doctrine should not be changed. 
 The Book of Discipline is meant  to be guidelines to go by.  
 There should be standards for Bishops, episcopal areas, and Missionary Standards. 
 We have no boundaries in our church, we need to share the Gospel in Tukkestan 
 We need to find some balance and commonality to keep us together. 
 The General Book of Discipline can only work if  we look at what all have in common that could be 
expressed in one book 
 It is possible to be the church lived out in different contexts 
 We have to be united together 
 What is adaptable and what is not involves questions of law and property  
 The Discipline is based on Scripture. 
 What we think we can adapt or not 
  Doctrine and theology are global 
  Who we are and our roles as Christians 
  There is a difference between policy and procedures 
  Policy can’t change the standards or theology 



  Procedures are how lived out in community, based on contextual reality 
  How we interpret law as and rules 
  Liturgy is the same but the songs perhaps not 
  Perhaps more general ideas—examples of parsonage requirements. Adequate housing instead 
of a list of specific things required in a house. 
  Global in reference to the scriptures 
  Needs people to have vary from one culture to another. 
 Grace! Less Rules more Grace 
 Acknowledging people experience and understand and express God in different ways 
 Need to have boundaries in which there is amazing Grace 
 We need the boundaries but not too many to take away the free will and Grace 
 Must be inclusive of different cultures. 
 
  
 
 
 


