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General Conference 2016 Wrap-Up:  
Farewell, Portland. Thanks for the Doughnuts. 
By Joey Butler (UMNS)

Believe it or not, General Conference 2016 spent 
more than twice as much time debating a rule of order as 
the hot topic of human sexuality. After almost three days 
of considering an alternative method for discussing leg-
islation, The United Methodist Church’s top legislative 
body referred its most difficult subject—sexuality—to a 
study commission and moved on to other matters. 

A move to adjourn at 6:30 every night meant no 
late-night sessions and hopefully healthier, less stressed 
attendees. During ten days in Portland, delegates passed 

an increased budget, celebrated a number of church mile-
stones, and voted to create a new version of the hymnal. 

Delegates Vote No on 44

The first three days of General Conference offered 
a live demonstration of just how difficult following its 
rules of order can be as delegates wavered back and forth 
on using Rule 44, a proposed group-discernment process 
to deal with particularly complicated and contentious 
legislation such as sexuality. Ultimately, they voted 
against it. 

(Continued on page 2867)

Ann Jacob, reserve delegate from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, reads a statement on church unity adopted by the Global Young People’s 
Convocation and Legislative Assembly. She presented the statement adopted in July 2015 during the afternoon plenary on May 18 at the 2016 
United Methodist General Conference Portland, Ore. Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-adopts-most-rules-but-defers-rule-44
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The Commission on General Conference recom-
mended Rule 44 at the request of the 2012 General Con-
ference, which sought an alternative process to Robert’s 
Rules of Order for certain topics.

Cold Shower for Sexuality Debate

Late afternoon on May 18, delegates voted to accept 
the recommendation of the Council of Bishops to delay 
a debate on human sexuality at this gathering of the de-
nomination’s top legislative assembly and let a proposed 
commission study church regulations.

“We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The 
United Methodist Church in a pause for prayer—to 
step back from attempts at legislative solutions and to 
intentionally seek God’s will for the future,” said Council 
of Bishops President Bishop Bruce Ough in announcing 
the recommendation. 

The announcement came after news on social media 
that bishops had been meeting with large-church pastors 
and representatives of special-interest groups to discuss 
possible resolutions to the debate. 

Delegates on both sides have mixed emotions about 
the decision to refer. The bishops’ proposal defused 
some of the tension, though advocates for change held a 
handful of demonstrations that were largely not disrup-
tive.

The bishops suggested they might call a special 
General Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such 
proposals, Ough said. Questions about that cost caused a 
blip during the May 19 afternoon plenary session.

However, the denomination’s top finance executive 
offered assurance that the church can pay for the bish-
ops’ plan without altering the 2017–20 general church 
budget.

The finance agency estimates a special General 
Conference session would cost $3.39 million for two 
days and $4.12 million for three days. To offset the cost, 
Moses Kumar recommends shortening the 2020 General 
Conference by the number of days used for any special 
General Conference session.

Budget Passes with Slight Increase

General Conference delegates on May 20 approved 
a general church budget of $604 million for 2017–20, a 
slight increase over the $603.1 million approved at the 
2012 General Conference. It’s also an increase over the 
$599 million budget proposed to the 2016 General Con-
ference delegates, which would have been The United 
Methodist Church’s lowest in sixteen years.
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Oppose Mascots that Demean Native 
Americans

Delegates overwhelmingly approved a resolution 
calling on United Methodist agencies to raise awareness 
about the harm caused by sports teams that use mas-
cots or symbols that disrespect Native Americans. The 
Discipleship Committee amended the petition, deleting 
language that would have called on United Methodist 
groups not to have meetings in cities that have sports 
teams with such mascots or symbols, which previous 
church resolutions contained.

Sand Creek Massacre Recalled, Lamented

Concerns about legislation were set aside as del-
egates focused instead on a historic tragedy with deep 
Methodist involvement. The 1864 Sand Creek Massacre 
was the subject, and speakers included a historian and 
descendants of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian survi-
vors of the attack.

Mountain Sky Area Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky 
had joined the descendants in planning the event, the 
latest effort by The United Methodist Church to atone for 
the Sand Creek Massacre. “We’re here to listen and to 
tell the truth,” Stanovsky told delegates.

“We now extend our hand in friendship to the Meth-
odist Church,” said William Walks Along, a Northern 
Cheyenne descendent of massacre survivors. “We have 
developed a measure of trust, respect, and honor for each 
other.”

Judicial Council Decisions 

The United Methodist Judicial Council on May 19 
ruled that a proposed establishment of a United Method-
ist Standing Committee on Strategy and Growth funded 
by $20 million taken from denominational coffers was 
unconstitutional. The court’s decision noted that the 
amended petition did not include how the committee’s 
membership “is to be determined nor how the $20 mil-
lion is to be spent,” adding that such a committee also 
“cannot dictate the duties, functions, or responsibilities 
of the general agencies.”  

Imposing a mandatory penalty during the “just reso-
lution” process for a clergyperson admitting to commit-
ting a chargeable offense is unconstitutional, The United 
Methodist Church’s top court has ruled. A just resolu-
tion “can be an alternative way of handling chargeable 
offenses,” but the call “for a specific penalty in creating 
a just resolution is also unconstitutional as it denies the 
clergyperson the specific right to trial and appeal,” the 
council’s decision stated.

In a May 9 ruling, the Judicial Council declared that 
Plan UMC Revised, one of the proposed plans to realign 
the structure of The United Methodist Church, “contains 
components that fail the test of constitutionality and 
components that are, as stated, entirely constitutional.” 
Some of the constitutionality concerns were over issues 
of authority. Plan UMC Revised would have given new 
authority and power to the Connectional Table, a church 
coordinating body; realigned the general agencies; and 
eliminated three commissions. Another potential problem 
was how Plan UMC Revised would have assigned “mon-
itoring and reviewing” responsibility to the Connectional 
Table, since the constitution gives “general oversight” to 
the Council of Bishops.

Stirring Worship

As the only time the entire global church is together 
every quadrennium, General Conference always features 
festive and moving worship services. The opening wor-
ship service began with a drum welcome from indige-
nous peoples of the Pacific Northwest and a cacophony 
of “alleluias” in many languages. 

Every worship service featured sermons by United 
Methodist bishops, and a running theme for the event 
was to stay humble, serve others, and be the church that 
Christ wants us to be. Chicago Area Bishop Sally Dyck 
urged United Methodists to do as Pope Francis said, 
“Go; learn mercy.” Sierra Leone Area Bishop John K. 
Yambasu issued a challenge “to dismantle the demons 
of all sorts of inequalities in our world.” Bishop Ivan M. 
Abrahams, top executive of the World Methodist Coun-
cil, reminded delegates that Methodism was founded on 
a commitment to those on the margins. “Conference,” he 
asked, “is this still true for us today?” On the last day, 
Bishop Elaine Stanovsky reminded those attending that 
“we will not leave divided because God is not finished 
with us yet!”

Presentations, Celebrations 

General Conference 2016 celebrated a few notable 
milestones. They included the 60th anniversary of the 
Methodist Church granting full clergy rights to women, 
the 200th anniversary of Francis Asbury’s death, the 
250th anniversary of John Street Church in New York 
City, the 30th anniversary of Disciple Bible Study, the 
upcoming 25th anniversary of Africa University, and a 
whole day dedicated to United Methodist Women, which 
will soon turn 150. 

The May 18 morning session celebrated the Imagine 
No Malaria initiative launched in 2008. The twelve-min-

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-oppose-mascots-that-demean-native-americans
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-oppose-mascots-that-demean-native-americans
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-recalls-laments-sand-creek-massacre
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-recalls-laments-sand-creek-massacre
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-growth-committee-fails-constitution-test
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-growth-committee-fails-constitution-test
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/mandatory-penalties-ruled-unconstitutional
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/mandatory-penalties-ruled-unconstitutional
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/plan-umc-revised-still-partly-unconstitutional
http://cdnfiles.umc.org/Website_Properties/news-media/documents/PLAN_UMC_REVISED-4.pdf
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/general-conference-2016-officially-begins
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/general-conference-2016-officially-begins
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishop-dyck-says-pope-inspired-her
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/go-with-passion-and-compassion-says-bishop-yambasu
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishop-abrahams-urges-wesleyan-commitment-to-the-marginalized
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/stanovsky-we-will-not-leave-divided
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/chuck-knows-church-francis-asbury
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-celebrates-africa-university
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/umw-day-water-and-witness
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/imagine-no-malaria-celebration-rocks-the-house
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/imagine-no-malaria-celebration-rocks-the-house


Round Up Edition Vol. 4, No. 12 2869

ute celebration debuted “Able,” a song commissioned by 
Imagine No Malaria as a gift to United Methodists across 
the globe. Jeremy Rosado, a Top twelve contestant on 
American Idol, performed the song for more than one 
thousand people attending the event.

General Conference turned on May 19 to a presenta-
tion and video on the Korean War and on efforts, in-
cluding by United Methodists, to bring about peace and 
reconciliation on the Korean peninsula. Bishop Minerva 
Carcaño, presiding over the afternoon session, highlight-
ed the small wooden Korean “peace crosses” that have 
been part of this General Conference, noting that they 
were made in the part of Korea where Wisconsin Area 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung is from.

United Methodists forged new relationships with the 
Moravian Church and the Uniting Church in Sweden as 
they marked Ecumenical Day on May 17. The United 
Methodist Church has approved a “full communion” 
agreement with the northern and southern provinces of 
the Moravian Church in North America that recognizes 
each other’s ministries and encourages witness and mis-
sion work together.

The 2016 General Conference marks the 40th anni-
versary of members of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference being granted voting rights in the top legisla-
tive assembly of The United Methodist Church. Although 
recognized as a conference by the 1972 General Confer-

ence, Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference had voice 
but no vote until the 1976 General Conference, which 
also met in Portland.

New Hymnal Project Gets Green Light

The United Methodist Church is on track to get 
its first new hymnal since 1989, and this one will be In-
ternet-cloud based and print-on-demand—the first high-
tech hymnal for a mainline denomination. On May 17, 
General Conference 2016 approved on a consent calen-
dar a petition authorizing the creation of a fifteen-mem-
ber Hymnal Revision Committee. 

Central Conference Issues

Africa will get five more United Methodist bishops, 
but not before 2020. On May 16, delegates narrowly 
defeated an effort to add two bishops immediately, in 
Nigeria and in Zimbabwe. Instead, they favored the 
recommendation of the Standing Committee on Central 
Conference Matters to add five bishops after General 
Conference 2020.

Delegates approved a petition to create new provi-
sional central conferences in Rwanda and Southeast Asia/
Mongolia.

During budget deliberations, delegates voted to add 

Delegates pause for a moment of prayer following the morning discussion and expressions of confusion in the May 12 plenary at the 2016 United 
Methodist General Conference. From left are Vasylyna Babych from the Ukraine-Moldava Provisonal Conference and Alexander Pererva and 
Alexandr Meinikov from the Southern Russia Provisonal Conference. Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS
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$5 million to double to $10 million the denomination’s 
Central Conference Theological Education Fund, which 
supports United Methodist schools, pastors, and pas-
tors-in-training in Africa, Asia, and Europe. 

For the first time, a member from outside the United 
States has been elected president of the Judicial Council. 
N. Oswald Tweh Sr., a lay member from Liberia, will 
lead the denomination’s top court for 2016–20.

As Africa University approaches its 25th anniversary, 
delegates took a few moments on May 16 to celebrate one 
of the denomination’s high points. “The university mat-
ters because a relevant and holistic education generates 
a living legacy that changes everything,” said Munashe 
Furusa, vice chancellor. “You and The United Method-
ist Church have answered a call to witness through this 
transforming ministry.”

A small group of Lumads—indigenous people of 
Southern Philippines who have been the target of cruelty 
for decades—attended General Conference and were 
featured in a video about their plight. 

Quick Hits

There were a few initial bugs to work through with 
the new electronic queuing system, and delegates had 
to go “old school” a few times by waving old-fashioned 
placards to get the presiding bishop’s attention, but the 
system was overall a success. 

When you are a bishop, you’re a bishop all the 
way—at least in the U.S. term limits for United Method-
ist bishops got strong support in a May 17 vote at General 
Conference 2016 but fell short of the two-thirds majority 
needed to change the church constitution, 482 in favor 
of term limits to 332 opposed. Some bishops outside the 
United States are already subject to term limits.

Several petitions of interest to Hispanic-Latino 
United Methodists were passed. They included a reso-
lution against the U.S. embargo of Cuba; requests for 
government support for people in the Puerto Rican island 
of Vieques who suffer from chemical pollution and a high 
rate of cancer that has been attributed to the U.S. Navy’s 
former use of the island as a bombing range; approval of 
a new strategy to work with Latin American autonomous 
churches; and a request for the liberation of Oscar López 
Rivera, a Puerto Rican nationalist and the longest-serving 
political prisoner in the Western Hemisphere, convicted 
in the United States in 1981 for  “seditious conspiracy.”

A petition to withdraw denominational general 
agency membership from the Religious Coalition for Re-
productive Choice was passed, as was a second petition 
to remove language supporting the coalition from the 
Book of Resolutions. The United Methodist Church was 
a founding member of the organization in 1973, and the 

United Methodist General Board of Church and Society 
and United Methodist Women are currently members.  

An amendment offered on May 20 during a Gen-
eral Conference debate on socially responsible invest-
ing, which sought to divest from illegal settlements on 
occupied lands, failed 559-167. But delegates adopted a 
petition on behalf of a Palestinian village, Wadi Foquin. 

Delegates chose not to add a fossil fuels investment 
screen for the United Methodist Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits.

One Great Hour of Sharing will now be known as 
UMCOR Sunday. Offerings for the special Sunday, ob-
served annually on the fourth Sunday of Lent, cover the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief’s overhead. Two 
other special Sundays, Women’s Ministry Sunday and 
Volunteer in Mission Awareness Sunday—both without 
offering—were approved as well. 

On May 19, The United Methodist Church sent new 
missionaries from eleven countries to serve in sixteen 
lands. The liturgy of commissioning was believed to be 
the first at a United Methodist General Conference.

During the May 17 afternoon plenary, delegates 
approved calendar items related to the Asian American 
Language Ministry Plan, the Pacific Islander Ministry 
Plan, the National Plan for Hispanic Ministry, and the 
Korean Ministry Plan, as well as Accessibility Grants for 
Churches and the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund.

Deacons now have fewer hoops to jump through to 
request permission to administer sacraments. A petition 
passed that allows deacons to contact their resident bish-
op directly to ask for permission. Previously, the pastor-
in-charge or the district superintendent had to make the 
request on the deacon’s behalf. 

In a May 12 ceremony, before episcopal leaders from 
around the globe, Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce 
R. Ough was formally installed as president of the Coun-
cil of Bishops. Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr., outgoing 
president of the Council of Bishops, “passed the gavel” to 
Ough. 

A petition calling for a mandatory vote of proposed 
legislation sent to General Conference was approved by 
a vote of 406 to 361. All petitions submitted to Gen-
eral Conference “shall receive the vote of a legislative 
committee” and all petitions approved by legislative 
committees “shall receive a vote by the plenary session at 
that year’s General Conference.” Considering how many 
petitions weren’t voted on before this General Conference 
ended, one wonders if GC2020 will need to last a month. 

Butler is a multimedia editor/producer for United 
Methodist Communications. Contact him at newsdesk@
umcom.org or 615-742-5470.
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Imagine No Malaria Celebration  
Rocks the House

By Crystal Caviness and Barbara Dunlap-Berg 
(UMNS)

“Our God Is Able!”

Celebrating the success of the Imagine No Malaria 
initiative, launched in 2008, speakers, singers, and danc-
ers offered even more for United Methodists attending 
General Conference 2016 to imagine—Abundant Health: 
Our Promise to Children.

“Health is the ultimate design of God for humanity,” 
said Bishop Thomas Bickerton, who leads Imagine No 
Malaria as chair of the United Methodist Global Health 
Initiative. “Health and wholeness have been a hope for 
Methodists since John Wesley got on a horse in eigh-
teenth-century England to preach about the love of God 
and the meaning of faith in Jesus Christ.

“What began with the bite of a mosquito has trans-
formed into a faith-driven global health movement. To-
gether, we have imagined no malaria. Now let us imagine 
abundant health.”

The twelve-minute celebration on May 18 was a 
collaboration between United Methodist Communica-
tions and the United Methodist Board of Global Min-
istries. It featured a highlights video of the grassroots 
campaign that has engaged donors of all ages, showcased 
the impact of the initiative on the continent of Africa, and 
debuted “Able,” a song commissioned by Imagine No 
Malaria as a gift to United Methodists across the globe. 
Jeremy Rosado, a Top twelve contestant on American 
Idol, performed the song for more than one thousand 
people attending the event. The song is available as a free 
download at Amazon Music and the Imagine No Malaria 
website, as well as on YouTube.

Abundant Health: Our Promise  
to Children

Noting that, worldwide, six million children die ev-
ery year from preventable diseases, the report introduced 
the next step—an effort to reach a million children with 
lifesaving and health-promoting measures by the next 

A prominent advertising message in Portland calls attention to The United Methodist Church’s Imagine No Malaria initiative. The initiative,  
begun in 2008, was celebrated on May 18 at the Church’s General Conference in Portland. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.
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time General Conference convenes in 2020.
Building on the success of Imagine No Malaria, 

the Abundant Health program seeks to engage at least 
ten thousand U.S. churches in programs that encourage 
promoting physical activities, healthy diet and nutrition, 
education for tobacco- and drug-free living, and mental 
health education.

“We’ve imagined no malaria; now let us imagine 
abundant health,” said Thomas Kemper, Global Minis-
tries top executive.

Dr. Olusimbo Ige, executive director of Global Min-
istries’ Global Health program, said a lack of abundant 
health “is not only when you are sick. It can also mean 
that your potential for good health is not fully realized. 
We want to connect with every child in every place, and 
we are calling on every church and every individual to 
join us in this effort.”

Abundant Health is being coordinated by the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, with the goal 
of reaching one million children with life-saving inter-
ventions by 2020. It will initially focus on Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Haiti, Liberia, Mozambique, and 
Nigeria, Ige said later. She also expressed concern about 
the United States, where she said childhood obesity has 
more than doubled in the last thirty years.

“We are calling on the church to engage here in the 
U.S. and also to support the global effort to reach chil-
dren internationally,” she said.

Joining church leadership onstage was Christoph 
Benn, director of external relations at the Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria in Geneva. In 
2010, the Global Fund and Imagine No Malaria joined 
forces in the fight against malaria. Today, The United 
Methodist Church is one of the most significant non- 
government donors to the Global Fund and is unique 
within the global community of faith-based organiza-
tions.

To date, the people of The United Methodist Church 
have raised more than $68 million to end malaria deaths 
in sub-Saharan Africa, where one child dies from malaria 
every two minutes. The Imagine No Malaria campaign 
aims to raise $75 million to address the impact of malaria 
in Africa through prevention, treatment, communication, 
and education.

Speakers, on video, shared their stories. “My daugh-
ter and my wife died from malaria,” said Bishop Gabriel 
Yemba Unda of Democratic Republic of Congo.

“I lost my father to malaria,” added Bishop Joaquina 
Filipe Nhanala of Mozambique.

“I have seen too many of our family suffer because 
of malaria,” said the Rev. Gary Henderson, executive 
director of the Global Health Initiative and who oversees 

Imagine No Malaria at United Methodist  
Communications.

Waving colorful streamers, brightly clad dancers 
wove through the plenary hall aisles as Rosado led an 
energized congregation to “take a stand and . . . show the 
world what we believe in.”

“Can you believe it?” he asked. “We’ve seen malaria 
deaths cut in half. We’ve seen a stronger church as we’ve 
worked together. We’ve seen lives transformed because 
God is able to do more than we can ever ask or imagine!”

“Today has been an incredible celebration of what 
God has done through the unified effort of the people of 
The United Methodist Church,” said Bickerton. “Imagine 
No Malaria has been successful because of how it ener-
gized people who got excited about saving people’s lives. 
And today, we rejoiced in that success and the people 
who have made it possible.”

Better Together

In a press briefing, Benn said the partnership with 
The United Methodist Church “has been such a model” 
for partnerships with faith organizations. The church has 
become recognized by other major partners, working in 
settings with leaders from government, the U.N., and the 
private sector. 

“This has now inspired other faith communities,” he 
said.

“Ideally, I would like to see an ecumenical network 
on these issues,” he added.

Henderson said Imagine No Malaria has been an 
effort of the whole church and is evidence of how “we’re 
better together.”

“We dreamed a really big dream,” he said, “and 
the dream became possible because many hands came 
together.”

Crystal Caviness is a public relations specialist, and 
Barbara Dunlap-Berg is a general church content 
editor at United Methodist Communications, Nashville, 
Tennessee.

We Are One
The apostle gives the reason why we must keep the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: because “you 
are one body and one spirit, just as God also called you 
in one hope. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

and one God and Father of all”(Ephesians 4:4-6). 

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.
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Clergy-Related Petitions Pass  
at General Conference

By Sam Hodges (UMNS)

Several petitions affecting United Methodist cler-
gy were approved by General Conference 2016. But 
a renewed effort that would have begun the process to 
remove the constitutional bar to end guaranteed appoint-
ment for ordained elders failed in committee, as did an 
“early ordination” petition.

Many petitions dealing with clergy came from the 
Ministry Study Commission, led by Greater Northwest 
Area Bishop Grant Hagiya.

“Overall, we did pretty well in terms of legislation,” 
Hagiya said on May 16.

Delegates passed a range of petitions on the first 
consent calendar Monday. Among them was one from 
the Ministry Study Commission titled “Deepening the 
Theology of Ordination.”

The purpose is to provide clarity around the meaning 
of ordination, as well as around sacramental authority 
and the Holy Spirit’s role in it.

“We’re very committed to talking about, ‘What is 
the work of the Holy Spirit, and how are we preparing 
people to go out and serve and be really effective?’” said 
the Rev. Ken Nelson, a South Carolina Conference dele-
gate and member of the Ministry and Higher Education 
and Superintendency Committee at General Conference 
2016.

Other petitions from the Ministry Study Commission 
made it onto consent calendars and were approved in 
plenary.

They include one that would strengthen the require-
ment for lifelong learning and coaching for clergy; an-
other that would provide for periodic clergy assessments; 
and a third that would say local pastors no longer must 
be at least age 40 to apply for provisional membership.

High Hurdle

At General Conference 2012 in Tampa, Florida, del-
egates voted to end guaranteed appointment for ordained 
elders, but the Judicial Council ruled that the legislation 
violated the church constitution.

The 2013-16 Ministry Study Commission did not put 
forward legislation on guaranteed appointment, unlike its 
predecessor commission.

But the Association of Annual Conference Lay 

Leaders submitted a petition seeking to change the 
constitution to make clear elders are not guaranteed an 
appointment.

The measure would have required a two-thirds 
plenary vote—a high hurdle—but it never got to plenary. 
The Ministry and Higher Education and Superintendency 
Committee last week failed to support the legislation.

“We recognize that we’ve got real issues with clergy 
who are ineffective,” Nelson said.

He added that the committee concluded that parts of 
the Book of Discipline, the church law book, allow for 
dealing with ineffective clergy.

Before strengthening the bishops’ hand in doing so, 
Nelson said, the denomination needs to have methods 
in place to help clergy improve and to make sure that no 
group is targeted unfairly for removal.

“This legislation wasn’t strong enough in that way to 
help us move in that direction,” Nelson said.

Lonnie Brooks, legislative chair of the Association 
of Annual Conference Lay Leaders, said he was dis-
appointed that the committee did not support ending 
guaranteed appointment.

“I’m not altogether surprised,” he said. “Half of the 
people who are voting delegates are clergy.”

Concerns About Early Ordination

The Ministry Study Commission favored allowing 
early ordination for clergy candidates who have met 
educational requirements.

Currently, they serve as provisional members of their 
annual conferences for at least two years before being 
ordained as elders or deacons. They are ordained during 
the annual conference session at which they are elected 
to full membership.

The commission wanted ordination to come when 
the candidate is elected to provisional membership.

Hagiya said in earlier interviews that some seminary 
students were reluctant to pursue ministry in The United 
Methodist Church because of how long it takes to be 
ordained.

Provisional members can administer the sacraments 
and officiate at weddings and funerals, but they want the 
status of ordination. Denying it adds to confusion about 
what ordination really means in The United Methodist 
Church, he added.



2874  Saturday, May 21, 2016

But the previous ministry study commission had 
proposed early ordination, only to see it defeated in com-
mittee at the 2012 General Conference.

The Ministry and Higher Education and Superinten-
dency Committee in Portland also rejected the idea.

Hagiya had acknowledged that annual conference 
boards of ordained ministry have concerns, including 
about what happens when someone is ordained and then 
is not elected to full membership.

Nelson said this General Conference’s committee in-
cluded a majority who “feel like candidates should have 
more opportunities for service before you ordain them.”

Hagiya noted that support for early ordination was 
stronger in committee this time than it was four years 
ago.

Leaders of the National Fellowship of Associate 
Members and Local Pastors said that until early ordina-
tion for elders passes, there is little chance of ordination 
for local pastors—something some church leaders have 
sought as the local pastor ranks have increased.

Sam Hodges, a United Methodist News Service writer, 
lives in Dallas. Contact him at (615) 742-5470 or  
newsdesk@umcom.org.

Thank You  
Marvin Cropsey

The Daily Christian Advocate staff would like 
to thank and recognize Marvin W. Cropsey, who 
served as editor of the DCA from 2008–2012 and 
managing editor in 2016. He was associate editor in 
2000 and 2004. Marvin’s experience and expertise 
are an invaluable gift to the DCA staff, the General 
Conference, and The United Methodist Church. His 
love, joy, and friendship are a blessing to all who 
know him.

Marvin has served tirelessly in his role as DCA 
Editor and Managing Editor, as well as Managing 
Editor for the Book of Discipline and Book of Res-
olutions. His commitment to quality in these official 
publications of The United Methodist Church is 
evident in his attention to detail and deep sense of 
responsibility toward the church and its people.

Marvin has repeatedly mentioned the joy he 
experiences in the relationships he has formed at 
General Conference. Those who know him surely 
feel the same.

A Way Through the Wilderness:  
Growing in Faith When Life Is Hard 
 Rob Renfroe 
 With sensitivity and warmth, Renfroe explores the wilderness experience—
a time when life is barren and diffi cult and we feel alone and desperate—and how 
it can be a training ground God uses to deepen our trust in him.      Study resources 
also available. 
   9781501800955.    
Also available this fall from Rob Renfroe and Ed Robb, a churchwide study series:
The Wonder of Christmas: Once You Believe, Anything Is Possible

published by

DCA38

Discover how the wilderness can be a training 
ground that God uses to deepen our trust in him
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How Much Does the Bishops’ Plan Cost?
By Heather Hahn (UMNS)

Editor’s Note: A description of the bishops’ plan is 
found on pages 2481–2489 of the Daily Christian  
Advocate Vol. 4, No. 9, May 19, 2016.

The bishops’ plan to find a way forward in the 
church’s longtime homosexuality debate comes with a 
price tag.

Questions about that cost caused a blip during the 
Thursday afternoon plenary session.

However, the denomination’s top finance executive 
offered assurance that the church can pay for the bishops’ 
plan without altering the proposed 2017–2020 general 
church budget of $599 million. The budget was eventu-
ally approved at $604 million, due to the addition of $5 
million to support theological education in the Central 
Conferences.

Moses Kumar, the chief executive of the General 
Council on Finance and Administration, spoke about the 
bishops’ next steps during a joint May 19 meeting of his 
agency’s board and the Connectional Table, a denomi-
nation-wide coordinating body. Both bodies develop the 
general church budget.

On May 18, delegates adopted a recommendation 
from the Council of Bishops that included two steps with 
possible financial implications.

These include:
•	A special commission appointed by the bishops 

to study and possibly propose revisions to church 
rules and teachings governing ministry with gay 
and lesbian individuals

•	A special General Conference session that bish-
ops might call in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such 
proposals.

Paying for a Called General  
Conference Session

The finance agency estimates a special General Con-
ference session would cost $3.39 million for two days 
and $4.12 million for three days.

To pay for such a gathering, Kumar recommends 
shortening the 2020 General Conference in Minneapo-
lis by the number of days used for any special General 
Conference session.

“If we have two days of the special called session, 
the 2020 General Conference will be eight days,” said 
Kumar, who also serves as treasurer of the General 

Conference. “If you’re going three days, then you’ll only 
meet seven days in 2020.”

The bishops and the Commission on General Confer-
ence would ultimately have to act on Kumar’s suggestion.

He added that additional costs could be paid out 
of the General Administration Contingency Fund. The 
funding for General Conference comes out of the General 
Administration Fund, one of the seven funds supported 
by church giving.

Kumar also predicts cost savings if the meeting is 
held in the summer, when a college campus could be 
used, and said using fewer breakout rooms would save 
money, too. He expects a special session will need less 
space since it will not have all the committee work of a 
full-fledged General Conference.

The Rev. Thomas Shinkle, a delegate from the Iowa 
Conference, made a motion May 19 that any special  
session be held at United Methodist Africa University  
in Mutare, Zimbabwe. General Conference delegates 
voted to refer that idea to the Commission on General 
Conference.

Kumar said Africa University would be an impracti-
cal destination simply because it does not have the space 
to accommodate the delegates. His estimates are based on 
the meeting taking place in the United States.

Any special session would use the same delegates as 
the 2016 General Conference unless conferences choose 
to elect new delegates.

Paying for a Special Commission

More questions remain about costs of the planned 
special commission. The bishops have not yet decided 
how many members the new commission will have or 
how often it will meet.

They are clear they want the commission to repre-
sent the different regions of a denomination that spans 
four continents and the varied theological perspectives of 
the church.

“If we don’t get that right, we’re not going to go 
anywhere, are we?” Bishop Bruce Ough, the president of 
the Council of Bishops, said during a press conference. 
“What I mean by ‘right’ is that we are going to need to 
have all the voices at the table, or folks will not trust or 
engage with anything that emerges.”

Bishops have told Kumar they expect to keep costs 
for the commission below $1 million. He suggested 
funding could come from a fund the General Council on 
Finance and Administration has already designated for 
litigation or conflict resolution.
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Members of both the finance agency board and Con-
nectional Table affirmed Kumar’s report.

General Conference Discussion

The Rev. Michael Childs, a delegate from the Mis-
sissippi Conference, raised questions of funding during 
the May 19 afternoon plenary.

He argued that the previous day’s vote on the bish-
ops’ plan was out of order because the finance agency 
and Connectional Table had not yet weighed the plan’s 
financial implications. He added that General Conference 
rules required delegates get seventy-two hours to reflect 
on financial measures.

Ough, who was presiding over the afternoon session, 
reminded Childs that the General Council on Finance 
and Administration, with delegates’ overwhelming 
assent, had extended the deadline to pass legislation 
with financial implications until 6:30 p.m. PDT May 18. 
Childs appealed to the body.

However, after consulting his colleagues, Ough 
asked Childs to sit down. Ough later apologized in open 
session for being rude to Childs.

Indiana Area Bishop Michael Coyner, the president 
of the finance agency’s board, assured delegates that the 
commission would not affect the general church budget. 

On May 20, its final day, General Conference ap-
proved the general church budget at $604 million.

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Meth-
odist News Service. Kathy L. Gilbert contributed to this 
story. Contact them at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@
umcom.org.

Strife Won’t Gain  
What Love Can

There is no person living who does not repent that 
he or she ever got their way by strife and contention 
when it might have been obtained by love and peace.

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.

The Africana Hymnal:  
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All-in-one resource on USB drive—
nothing to purchase separately! Contains 
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organized around the seasons of the 
year, congregational sacramental life, 
and special days of the Black church. 
Includes pew and accompaniment sheet 
music, vocal and instrumental tracks, 
accompaniment tracks (where available), 
and two PowerPoint lyrics presentation 
options, as well as worship singing 
instructional guidelines. 

9781426776441. USB Flash Drive

published by

Black sacred music— 
a gift to hand down 

through the generations
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Anniversary Celebrations  
at General Conference

Happy Anniversary! This General Conference has 
observed a number of significant milestones in our 
United Methodist heritage. No doubt many delegates, 
visitors, family, and friends celebrated birthdays and 
anniversaries during the ten days of General Conference. 
But these collective anniversaries celebrate our shared 
life as United Methodists. Throughout the Conference, 
participants lifted up these events and gave thanks for the 
many ways God has worked in and through us over the 
years. 

20th anniversary of the Order of Deacon

Deacons celebrated the 20th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the full-member clergy deacon in The United 
Methodist Church at the 2016 General Conference. On 
Tuesday, May 10th, the Oregon-Idaho Order of Deacons 
hosted a dinner for deacons attending at Grace Memorial 
Episcopal Church in Portland catered by The New City 
Kitchen, a nonprofit that helps formerly houseless people 
get job skills. Deacon Jeff Lowery, co-chair of the Ore-
gon-Idaho Order of Deacons, arranged for the catering 
because the New City Initiatives in Portland are congru-
ent with the values and ministries of deacons. 

25th anniversary of Africa University

With an enrollment of more than 2,300 students 
(1,500 full-time and 800 part-time) Africa University 
today boasts more than 6,100 graduates from 32 African 
countries. Among its graduates are leaders in church 
and in society. On May 16, the General Conference 
recognized the 25th anniversary of the Africa University, 
located in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. 

30th anniversary of Disciple Bible Study

In celebration of the 30th anniversary of Disciple 
Bible Study, delegates and visitors to General Conference 
watched a brief video featuring Bishop Richard and Mrs. 
Julia Wilke at the Institute for Discipleship at Southwest-
ern College, which was named for them. In addition to 
this video on May 18th, there was also an event on May 
19th that celebrated the history of Disciple. Disciple Bible 
Study has reached an untold number of people over the 
years, helping them to grow as disciples through the 
study of Scripture. 

60th anniversary of the ordination  
of women

Maud Keister Jensen was the first woman to receive 
full clergy rights in 1956. In the same year, Emma P. 
Hill, an African-American woman, was ordained in the 
Washington Conference. 2016 is the 60th anniversary of 
the ordination of women. General Conference celebrated 
this milestone on Thursday, May 19th. It would be 1980 
before there was a woman bishop–Marjorie Matthews–
assigned to the Chicago Episcopal Area. While there are 
several denominations that still do not ordain women, 
women’s ministry has been part of Methodist tradition 
in Britain for over 200 years. In the late 18th century in 
England, John Wesley allowed for female office-bearers 
and preachers. Today more than 12,000 women serve 
as United Methodist bishops, elders, deacons, and local 
pastors. 

150th anniversary  
of United Methodist Women

United Methodist Women has always been in minis-
try with women and children. The organization provides 
opportunities for women and girls to grow spiritually, 
have transformative educational experiences and be-
come leaders. They work for justice through service and 
advocacy in economics, health and welfare, immigra-
tion, climate, human trafficking, prevention of domes-
tic violence and more. General Conference celebrated 
the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women on 
Monday, May 16th. In conjunction with the celebration, 
United Methodist Women sponsored a number of events 
throughout the day. 

200th anniversary of the birth of the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church (AME)

While the African Methodist Episcopal Church will 
have its own 200th anniversary celebration at its General 
Conference in Philadelphia (July 3-13, 2016), United 
Methodists also celebrated the AME’s anniversary and 
its witness to the world. The AME Church was founded 
by former slave Richard Allen, who resolved to remain 
Methodist despite the racism that kept African-americans 
out of white congregations. Today the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church has three million members in twenty 
Episcopal Districts in thirty-nine countries on five conti-
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nents. The United Methodist Church celebrated the 200th 
anniversary of the AME Church on Tuesday, May 17th 
during General Conference.

200th anniversary of the death  
of Francis Asbury

Francis Asbury answered a call as a lay preacher 
from John Wesley to go to America. A former metal 
worker, he was ordained as a deacon on one day and as 
an elder the next. He was consecrated as bishop the next 
at the Christmas Conference of 1784, held in Baltimore. 
He became the leader of the new Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Asbury was joint superintendent with Thomas 
Coke. Bishop Francis Asbury is remembered as the “The 
Prophet of the Long Road.” As the founding bishop of 
the denomination, Asbury rode more than 6,000 miles 
a year. Asbury arrived from England in 1771. At the 
time, there were about 600 Methodists in the colonies. 
At the time of his death, on March 31, 1816, Asbury had 
ordained more than 1,000 clergy and membership of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which he co-founded, 
stood at more than 200,000. Asbury’s mission statement 
was, “I am going to live to God and invite others to do 
so.” On May 19, General Conference observed the 200th 

anniversary of Francis Asbury’s death, recognizing the 
foundational role he played in our heritage.

250th anniversary of John Street Church 

The oldest Methodist Congregation in the United 
States was founded in 1766 at 44 John Street, New York, 
New York. Still serving today, John Street Church has 
existed as a congregation since before the Revolution-
ary War. It saw people through the Civil War, the Great 
Depression, the devastation of September 11, 2001, 
and every major event that has affected New Yorkers. It 
welcomes all people into its ministry and fellowship. On 
Monday, May 16th, the plenary session of the General 
Conference celebrated the 250th anniversary of John 
Street Church.

As we recall these milestones in our history, let us 
praise God who has seen us through the times that made 
these celebrations significant and possible. The people, 
the stories–the good, bad and the ugly–represented in 
these observances are part of the DNA of United Meth-
odism. They are significant parts of the ongoing story of 
God’s active presence in human history. 

Prices subject to change. Cokesbury prices reflect discount off regular prices. DCA7
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Hearing the Plea: Safe Water for All 
By Linda Bloom (UMNS)

What happens to a community when there is no safe 
water supply? Look at Flint, Michigan.

The lead that has leached from pipes there remains 
an ongoing concern. “The problem with Flint right now 
is this is going to be a generation’s long issue,” says 
Michigan Area Bishop Deborah Kiesey. “The children of 
Flint, particularly, are the ones most affected by this poor 
water.”

From Michigan to Liberia, from Portland to Philip-
pines and Honduras, poor and marginalized communities 
are struggling with water contamination that threatens 
everyday life.

United Methodist Women called attention to their 
plight during a lunchtime rally on May 16 at the Or-
egon Convention Center plaza. The event was part of 
the UMW Day celebration during the United Methodist 
General Conference.

Michigan United Methodists, in tandem with the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, quickly respond-
ed to the Flint crisis, but more needs to be done. “UM-
COR has agreed to be with us through the end on this, 
and the end is a long way off,” Kiesey noted.

Michigan’s UMW members also have tackled con-
cerns over the Nestlé Corporation water-bottling plants, 
said Nichea Ver Veer Guy, a UMW director and head 
delegate of the West Michigan Conference for General 
Conference.

The water issue “is disproportionately impacting our 
poor communities and our communities of color,” she ex-
plained, and UMW is working with partners “to defend 
creation, to defend the quality of life, and to defend clean 
water for all.”

Impact Around the Globe

Clean water has long been lacking for a poor com-
munity in Liberia, recently visited by Rose Farhat, a 
United Methodist woman from Liberia.

Back in 1926, when Firestone Rubber was asked 
to stop polluting one of the largest rivers in Liberia, it 
dumped waste into streams and small rivers used for 
fishing and for drinking water, Farhat charged.

The result? “You see one generation after the other 
being impoverished,” she said.

Corporate plantations have siphoned off ancestral 
lands and resources of indigenous peoples in the Phil-
ippines, said Norma Capuyan of an advocacy group in 
Mindanao.

“We indigenous peoples, since time immemorial, 

believed that water is life,” she added. “But today, we are 
a witness to what life is without water. We have been eat-
ing farm rats to tide our hunger caused by seven months 
of drought.”

In Honduras, the Lencas, an indigenous population, 
have been fighting the construction of a hydroelectric 
dam for years. But the fact that they were having suc-
cess in their campaign put their leader, Berta Cáceres, in 
danger, and she was murdered March 3.

Today, the dam continues to be under construc-
tion, reported Bishop Elias Galvan, who has supervised 
the United Methodist mission in Honduras for the last 
thirteen years. “As we remember Berta, we remember all 
who have died in defense of the land and water,” he told 
the gathering.

Undocumented Honduran women, children, and 
youth seeking refuge in the United States are an example 
of the “unprecedented amount of forced migration” oc-
curring at the present time, Bishop Julius Trimble of the 
United Methodist Immigration Task Force pointed out.

“Water rights and immigration rights meet at the 
intersection of justice and equality,” he declared.

Who Benefits From Portland Cleanup?

In Portland, the water rights of poor and homeless 
communities are threatened by an upcoming Superfund 
cleanup of Portland Harbor and the Willamette River, 
stressed Cassie Cohen, founder of the Portland Harbor 
Community Coalition, and Ibrahim Mubarak, founder of 
Right 2 Survive, a houseless advocacy organization.

Advocates are trying to hold polluters accountable, 
but a sustainably cleaned-up harbor will not benefit all, 
Cohen said.

Mubarak agreed. “Without intervention, those who 
have suffered so much in the past will not enjoy the out-
comes of a cleaned-up harbor,” he added.

Those attending the rally were given their own calls 
to action on the local, national, and global levels:

Demand that community voices be heard in plans for 
the Portland Harbor Superfund Site.

Call on the White House to issue an executive order 
to prioritize safe, affordable, and adequate water and 
sanitation for all.

Support human rights defenders who protect  
community water and stop militarization of their  
communities.

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
reporter based in New York. Follow her at twitter.com/
umcscribe or contact her at (615)742-5470 or news-
desk@umcom.org.
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Ecumenical Day Marks New Relationships
By Linda Bloom (UMNS)

United Methodists celebrated new relationships with 
the Moravian Church and the Uniting Church in Sweden 
as they marked Ecumenical Day on May 17 at General 
Conference 2016.

The denomination also hosted numerous ecumenical 
guests, bestowed three ecumenical awards, and received 
an award from Church World Service.

United Methodists have approved a “full commu-
nion” agreement with the northern and southern provinc-
es of the Moravian Church in North America that recog-
nizes each other’s ministries and encourages witness and 
mission work together.

That decision came after the two denominations en-
gaged in an official dialogue. “You find out many things 
about yourself as well when you talk with a dialogue 
partner,” explained Glen Messer, a staff executive with 
the Council of Bishops’ Office of Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Relationships, during a press conference. 
“You find out a lot about your similarities and your dif-
ferences and have a real opportunity to grow in relation-
ship with one another.”

The Rev. J. Christian Giesler, who serves as both 
a bishop and pastor in the Moravian Church, noted the 
strong relationship that already exists between the two 
denominations. “This just makes official what’s really 
been reality for going on 200 some years.”

New England Area Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar, 
who was co-chair of the Moravian dialogue, also laud-
ed the long-time connection between the two churches. 
“The Wesley brothers had a lot to learn from the Moravi-
an brothers and sisters, and I hope and pray that we will 
rekindle that spirit as we go forward,” he said.

The Moravian synods will vote on the agreement 
in 2018, but Giesler said he had no doubt it would be 
approved unanimously.

United Methodists also have a full communion re-
lationship with the Uniting Church in Sweden, which is 
a five-year-old merger of The United Methodist Church, 
Baptist Union Church of Sweden, and Mission Covenant 
Church of Sweden.

The 2012 General Conference approved the request 
from Swedish United Methodists to leave the denomina-
tion and form a new one, Nordic and Baltic Area Bishop 
Christian Alsted explained.

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson introduces Diana Eck, recepient of the Council of Bishops Ecumencial Award during the May 17 morning worship of 
the United Methodist 2016 General Conference in Portland, Ore. Photo by Maile Bradfield, UMNS.
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There was a time of grief saying goodbye to dear 
friends, Alsted said. But the move was supported by 
the Northern Europe and Eurasian Central Conference, 
which welcomes the new covenant. “Sweden is a half 
hour away from where I live,” he added. “So that rela-
tionship is extremely important to us.”

The Rev. Lasse Svensson, president of the Uniting 
Church in Sweden, also is pleased about the relationship 
since he formerly was a United Methodist pastor. The 
uniting church has 750 congregations with about 65,000 
members.

Ecumenical Awards

During the morning plenary, three United Methodists 
were presented with the Council of Bishops’ Ecumeni-
cal Award by Bishop Mary Ann Swenson, the council’s 
ecumenical officer.

Diana Eck, professor of comparative religion and In-
dian studies and Frederic Wertham Professor of Law and 
Psychiatry in Society at Harvard University, was recog-
nized for her academic work. It addresses the challenges 
of religious pluralism in a multi-religious society, and her 
contributions to ecumenical and interfaith understanding.

The Rev. Thom White Wolf Fassett, a citizen of the 
Seneca Nation and former top executive of the United 
Methodist General Board of Church and Society, was 
honored “for his work to combat racism and build unity 
with indigenous people.” White Wolf Fassett led an 
advisory council for the General Conference 2012 Act 
of Repentance, “Healing Relationships with Indigenous 
People.”

Bishop Mortimer Arias, the first bishop of the Boliv-
ian Methodist Church until forced into political exile in 
1980, was recognized for his social justice ministry and 
his evangelistic vision of giving “the whole gospel, for 
the whole person, for the whole society, for the whole 
world,” the council said.

During the Council of Bishops luncheon that fol-
lowed, a response to the award was read from the ninety-
two-year-old Arias, who was unable to travel from his 
home in Uruguay.

“Everything I am, everything I have and receive, is 
due to God’s grace,” he wrote. “May you go on announc-
ing the reign of God to a world in need of justice, peace 
and love.”

Eck encouraged everyone present to build connec-
tions, even unlikely ones. “We do not have to begin with 
unity, we have to begin … with differences, with diversi-
ty, and move from there.”

Fassett agreed that ecumenical cooperation remains 
imperative. “In the day that we find ourselves defining 
differences between our faith practices, I am encouraged 

to see we are continuing to identify our diversity as our 
strength, which no single faith can accomplish,” he said.

Church World Service  
Honors United Methodists

The Rev. D. Earl Trent Jr., chairman of the Church 
World Service board of directors and a member of both 
the Alliance of Baptists and the Progressive National 
Baptist Convention, presented the CWS Ecumenical 
Award to the Council of Bishops on behalf of the ecu-
menical relief organization.

Joining the presentation were two United Methodist 
staff leaders with CWS—the Rev. John McCullough, 
chief executive officer and a member of the United Meth-
odist New England Conference, and the Rev. Russell 
Pierce, senior director of funds development and a mem-
ber of the Western North Carolina Conference.

The award recognized the Council of Bishops and 
its Office of Christian Unity and Interreligious Rela-
tionships, the General Boards of Global Ministries and 
Church and Society, United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief, United Methodist Women, and the denomination’s 
congregations and members for their support of mission 
work to:

•	Eradicate hunger and poverty, especially through 
CROP walks and other CWS initiatives;

•	Create rights-based development work centered on 
food and water security;

•	Assist children in their educational pursuit and 
their parents in achieving sustainable livelihoods;

•	Collect material resources and distribute kits 
worldwide;

•	Collaborate on domestic disaster long-term re-
covery training and partnerships in international 
disaster response.

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
reporter based in New York. Follow her at twitter.com/
umcscribe or contact her at (615)742-5470 or news-
desk@umcom.org. Gladys Mangiduyos contributed to 
this report.

Willfulness
Many times stubbornness comes from weakness 

rather than strength.

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.
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GC2016: Oppose Mascots  
That Demean Native Americans

By Sam Hodges (UMNS)

Delegates to General Conference 2016 overwhelm-
ingly approved a resolution calling on United Methodist 
agencies to raise awareness about the harm caused by 
sports teams that use mascots or symbols that disrespect 
Native Americans.

The petition that passed on May 19 had been amend-
ed in the Discipleship Committee, deleting language that 
would have called on United Methodist groups not to 
have meetings in cities that have sports teams with such 
mascots or symbols.

There was a failed effort during plenary to return to 
the original petition.

Cynthia Ann Taylor of the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference spoke for moving meetings, saying that to do 
so would be “showing with our money that we will not 
tolerate racism against Native Americans.”

Challenges Noted

Other delegates pointed out the practical challenges 
of moving meetings when The United Methodist Church 
has a building in Washington, D.C., that is home to the 
denomination’s Board of Church and Society, and when 
the Board of Global Ministries is moving to Atlanta.

The Washington Redskins and Atlanta Braves have 
been at the center of debates far beyond The United 
Methodist Church about sports team names and symbols.

Kim Simpson, a Central Texas Conference delegate 
who noted that she is half Native American, argued 
during floor debate that by going ahead with meetings in 
cities with demeaning sports team mascots, the denomi-
nation has the contacts and leverage to push for change.

“Then we can make an impact,” she said.
Cynthia Kent, chair of the Native American Interna-

tional Caucus, said she prefers the boycott strategy and 
was disappointed General Conference did not go back to 
the original resolution.

She said she would work with her caucus’s board 
to consider a resolution that the caucus will not attend 
meetings in cities with sports teams that have mascots 
demeaning to Native Americans.

Kent added that her caucus would continue leaning 
on other United Methodist groups not to meet in such 
places.

“We’re going to work with our agencies and confer-
ences,” she said.

Thomas Kemper, top executive of the Board of 
Global Ministries, said his agency has been mindful and 
active on the issue even as it moves to the home of the 
Atlanta Braves. 

“It’s a justice issue, so we are very clear that we sup-
port all efforts to change these mascot names of sports 
teams,” he said.

Kemper noted that the agency’s Native American 
ministry has been expanded to include a focus on chal-
lenging teams with Native American mascots, including 
the Braves.

“As soon as we are fully moved to Atlanta, we will 
intensify these conversations,” Kemper said.

A Long Church History on Mascots

The United Methodist Church has engaged in the 
issue of sports team names and mascots for years, includ-
ing through past General Conference resolutions that had 
expired. One, approved by General Conference in 2004, 
called on the denomination to have meetings in cities 
“that do not sponsor sports teams using Native American 
names and symbols.”

In 2006, the denomination’s Commission on the 
General Conference retracted Richmond, Virginia, as 
the site of General Conference 2012, having belatedly 
learned that the city’s minor league baseball team was 
the Richmond Braves. Tampa, Florida, became the  
location.

The Rev. David Wilson, a delegate from the Okla-
homa Indian Missionary Conference, said the earlier 
resolution calling for moving meetings “had teeth,” and 
pointed to the Richmond-to-Tampa move.

But he was glad General Conference 2016 made an 
official statement.

“It’s a good start,” said Wilson, a member of the 
Choctaw nation of Oklahoma.

Sam Hodges, a United Methodist News Service writer, 
lives in Dallas. Contact him at (615) 742-5470 or news-
desk@umcom.org.
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More Bishops for Africa, but Not Until 2020
By Sam Hodges (UMNS)

Africa will be getting five more United Methodist 
bishops, but not before 2020.

The denomination’s rapid growth in some parts of 
that continent has prompted a widespread recognition 
that more bishops are needed.

But on May 16, General Conference 2016 delegates 
narrowly defeated an effort to add two bishops right 
away, in Nigeria and in Zimbabwe.

Instead, they favored the recommendation of the 
Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters to 
add five bishops after General Conference 2020.

The Rev. Rodney Steele, speaking for the Standing 
Committee, argued for adding the five bishops at one 
time, under a comprehensive plan and with funding in 
place, rather than adding two now.

“If you throw a pebble into the lake, it will make 
ripples,” said Steele, of the Arkansas Conference. “If 
you throw a lot of big rocks at one time, they will make 
waves.”

But other speakers said the need is too pressing to 
wait.

“It’s a huge continent, and the bishops are overload-
ed,” said Rudolph Merab, a delegate from the Liberia 
Conference.

Betty Katiyo, of the West Zimbabwe Conference, 
agreed, telling fellow delegates, “We are all aware that 
the church is growing in Africa, and we don’t want to 
stifle that growth.”But another African delegate, the Rev. 
Mande Muyombo of the North Katanga Conference, 
noted that the Standing Committee had done site visits 
in Africa and should be deferred to on how to move 
forward.

“We have to honor the work of the Standing Com-
mittee,” said Muyombo, who is also an executive for 
United Methodist Global Ministries.

Delegates voted 417 against and 393 in favor of an 
amendment to go ahead with two bishops. The original 
motion—to add five bishops after 2020—then passed by 
a large margin.

Between now and General Conference 2020, the 
Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters will 
work with church leaders in Africa to come up with a 
comprehensive plan for where central conference and 
episcopal area lines should be drawn on the continent to 
have more effective ministry.

The next four years also will give time to make sure 
financing is place for the bishops.

“We need to have everyone ready from day one to 
begin their ministry,” Steele said.

The Renewal and Reform Coalition, which includes 
the unofficial conservative evangelical caucus Good 
News, had supported the immediate adding of bishops in 
Africa. So had leaders of the Africa Initiative, a group of 
African delegates who met in Portland just before Gener-
al Conference 2016.

Sam Hodges, a United Methodist News Service writer, 
lives in Dallas. Contact him at (615) 742-5470 or news-
desk@umcom.org.
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If every church did these locally, 
every church would connect globally

In 2008, the United Methodist Church 
lifted up “Four Areas of Focus” for ministry. 
At Ginghamsburg Church, in the Rust Belt 
of Ohio, they have been doing ministry in 
these four areas for 35 years:
 • Engaging in Ministry with the Poor
 • Improving Global Health
 • Developing Principled Christian Leaders
 •  Creating New and Renewed 

Congregations
The work has led to a host of creative 
ministries and organic growth…because 
they were meeting the needs of their 
community and their world as the hands 
and feet of Christ. The Passionate Church 
tells stories of churches from around the 
globe who minister in the four areas every 
day. Leaders can deepen the discussion 
with the FREE facilitator guide available 
at Cokesbury.com.
NEW! 9781501815034.

DCA17_ND_PassionateChurchQuar.indd   1 5/10/16   3:19 PM
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Seminary Student Briefings
Throughout General Conference, seminary students 

gathered in rooms D137–140 each morning at 7:00 to 
hear from different individuals and groups. Candler 
School of Theology’s Associate Dean of Methodist 
Studies Dr. Anne Burkholder convened the briefings for 
students from any seminary. The purpose of the brief-
ings was to give students access to General Conference 
leaders and to engage them as future leaders of the 
church. The briefings gave students the opportunity to 
ask questions directly of the presenters. Students were 
not required to attend and could opt out of the briefings, 
but the room was full every morning. 

Throughout the 2016 General Conference, seminary 
students who attended the briefings heard from:

•	The Commission on the General Conference
•	Church and Society legislative committee members
•	Reconciling Ministries and Mosaic
•	Good News
•	Adam Hamilton
•	The Council of Bishops
•	A representative of the Judicial Council
•	Delegates from two African Conferences: East 

Africa and Liberia
•	The Rev. Dr. Robert Williams, former General 

Conference archivist and Drew professor

Each seminary class had its own academic require-
ments and had group chats with their own professors in 
addition to the briefings. Interesting assignments and 
great discussions grew out of the students’ experience.

The seminary briefings were the brain child of Alan 
Morrison, predecessor of General Conference Business 
Manager Sara Hotchkiss, in 2012. Three years ago, Dr. 
Anne Burkholder asked Ms. Hotchkiss to keep the brief-
ings going. Sara volunteered a room and got the briefings 
on the General Conference daily calendar. “It developed 
organically,” noted Burkholder. Her priority has been to 
get seminary students attending General Conference to 
meet one another. Dr. Tom Elliott, professor and direc-
tor of Contextual Education and Internships at Candler, 
added that it is important for the students to see the 
United Methodist connection lived out and to understand 
the magnitude of the global church. He noted that more 
young delegates are going to the microphones on the 
conference floor and asserting their leadership. Burk-
holder and Elliot wanted students to have the broadest 
possible General Conference experience but acknowl-
edged along with the students that the timing of General 
Conference and the long days were challenging. Still, 

it was a rewarding experience for all of the seminary 
students who participated.

DCA News and Features editor Patty Meyers met 
with several students from seminaries each day to get 
their impressions of the briefings. She asked the students 
three questions:

1) Who presented?
2) What did they say? 
3) What do you think about what you heard?

These questions opened a wide variety of responses 
as students reflected on the briefings and their observa-
tions of the General Conference. In general, the students 
had more positive things to say about the briefings than 
what they saw in the plenaries and legislative commit-
tees. As expected, students had a variety of responses. 
The following is a sampling of responses; they are not in 
any particular order:

I love seeing the global church at General Confer-
ence.
I love seeing people working hard to accommodate 
all persons.
The power of the global church to work together 
with the spirit of God is amazing.
The worship leadership sets a positive and hopeful 
tone.
All the sermons have been great.
I appreciate the encouragement for people to stay in 
the work and to work together in humility.
Some people are so kind and others are so 
mean-spirited. I have to think that some people don’t 
realize how much they hurt others with their words. 
I’d hate to think that they don’t care.
I am not going to leave the Church. It needs me.
We tried not to get worked up about the tense mo-
ments in plenary. The bishops handled it well.
We’re praying that God’s will be done. 
They want to be in leadership and influence deci-
sions.
People ask: “Why are we losing young people?” 
while we are sitting right in front of them!
I see so much disjointedness and confusion. Some 
delegates are well prepared; some are not.
I’m trying to keep a balanced view about what’s 
happening. I can’t do anything about what General 
Conference is doing now, but I look forward to a 
time when I can.
When asked about what their most significant take-
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aways are from the briefings and being at General Con-
ference, several students gave a version of this answer: It 
is vitally important to listen deeply to the needs of others 
and hold them in prayer.  

The students appreciated the opportunity to integrate 
classroom learning with on-the-ground experience. They 
found it helpful to “dive in” and to understand diverse 
points of view. Overall they remain hopeful because God 
is bigger than the Church and can use all our strengths 
and weaknesses. 

One M.Div. student at Candler School of Theology, 
adapted a quote from her Furman University campus 

minister and made it her own:  “The church is always 
dying, but it never does. It’s alive because Christ is risen 
and alive, and so are we.” 

Every student was fully engaged and committed to 
The United Methodist Church. They were gracious with 
their time and open to sharing their observations. They 
are smart, passionate, and compassionate. They are truly, 
as Georgia Harkness wrote, the “Hope of the World.” 

If you’d like to see a bit of what the students ex-
perienced, see this video link: http://www.umc.org/
gc2016seminary. 

Mandatory Penalties Ruled Unconstitutional
By Linda Bloom (UMNS)

Imposing a mandatory penalty during the “just reso-
lution” process for a clergyperson admitting to commit-
ting a chargeable offense is unconstitutional, The United 
Methodist Church’s top court has ruled.

Decision 1318 from the Judicial Council came 
after a referral on May 17 from the Judicial Administra-
tion Legislative Committee of the General Conference 
regarding its adoption of three petitions on “just resolu-
tion.” The petitions involved amending Paragraphs 363.1, 
2701.5 and 2706.5c3 in the Book of Discipline.

Each petition requires that any clergyperson under 
complaint who admits to a chargeable offense during the 
just resolution process with his or her bishop would re-
ceive a mandatory penalty of at least one year’s suspen-
sion without pay. The penalty would be applied to any 
judicial complaint listed in Paragraph 2702.1.

The amended paragraphs would give the authority 
for setting a penalty with the bishop, but the Book of Dis-
cipline places that authority with a trial court. “Unless 
the respondent voluntarily agrees to a just resolution to 
promote healing among all parties, a penalty may only 
be affixed after the respondent has been found guilty of 
an offense by a trial court,” the decision said.

A just resolution is the goal of the supervisory re-
sponse process after a complaint has been filed, but that 

process is “not part of any judicial process and does not 
include legal counsel or a verbatim record,” the decision 
said. “The complaint at this point in the process is con-
sidered an allegation.”

A just resolution “can be an alternative way of 
handling chargeable offenses,” but the call “for a specific 
penalty in creating a just resolution is also unconstitu-
tional as it denies the clergyperson the specific right to 
trial and appeal,” the council’s decision stated.

The petitions also transfer the authority of the annual 
conference to vote “on all matters related to the character 
and conference relations of its clergy members” to the 
General Conference, the decision pointed out, “and that 
transfer is unconstitutional.”

Some in the church have been unhappy with just 
resolutions for clergy who have performed same-gender 
marriage ceremonies, stating that such a resolution is too 
lenient for what they view as a violation of the United 
Methodist clergy covenant. The denomination’s Book of 
Discipline forbids United Methodist clergy from per-
forming same-gender unions.

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
reporter based in New York. Follow her at https://twit-
ter.com/umcscribe or contact her at (615)742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org.
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Tweh Becomes Judicial Council President
By Linda Bloom (UMNS)

For the first time, a member from outside the United 
States has been elected president of the United Methodist 
Judicial Council.

N. Oswald Tweh Sr., a lay member from Liberia, 
will lead the denomination’s top court for 2016–20.

Tweh was elected to an eight-year term on Judicial 
Council in 2012. The nine members of the new council, 
five of whom were elected on May 16, took office at the 
conclusion of General Conference 2016.

Other officers for the new council, elected during a 
brief organizing meeting on May 19, are Ruben Reyes, a 
lay member from Manila, Philippines, as vice president, 
and the Rev. Luan-Vu Tran of Lakewood, California, as 
secretary.

Tweh, an attorney, holds law degrees from the Uni-
versity of Liberia and Harvard University. He has served 
as Assistant Professor at the Louis Arthur Grimes School 
of Law at the University of Liberia and was president 
of the Liberian National Bar Association from 2006 to 
2008.

Reyes, elected May 16 for a second eight-year term, 
is a retired justice of the Philippines Supreme Court 
and former presiding justice of the Philippines Court of 
Appeals. Currently, he is lay leader of Central United 
Methodist Church in Manila.

Tran, a new council member, is the pastor of Lake-
wood (California) First United Methodist Church. He has 
served churches in southern California since 2002 and 
is a member of the California-Pacific Conference. His 
degrees include one from Harvard Law School.

Other clergy members of Judicial Council for 
2016–20 are the Rev. Øyvind Helliesen, Norway Confer-
ence; the Rev. J. Kabamba Kiboko, Texas Conference; 
and the Rev. Dennis L. Blackwell, Greater New Jersey 
Conference.

Additional lay members are Beth Capen, New York 
Conference; Deanell Reece Tacha, Great Plains Con-
ference; and Lídia Romão Gulele, Mozambique South 
Conference.

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
reporter based in New York. Follow her at https://twit-
ter.com/umcscribe or contact her at (615)742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org.

Members of the United Methodist Judicial Council for 2016-2020 met briefly during General Conference 2016. From left are the Rev. Dennis L. 
Blackwell, Beth Capen, the Rev. J. Kabamba Kiboko, N. Oswald Tweh Sr., Ruben Reyes, the Rev. Øyvind Helliesen, and the Rev. Luan-Vu Tran of 
Lakewood, Calif. Not pictured are Deanell Reese Tacha and Lídia Romão Gulele. Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS.
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Bid to Divest From Settlements Fails
By Erik Alsgaard (UMNS)

An amendment offered during debate on socially 
responsible investing that sought to divest from illegal 
settlements on occupied lands failed 559-167. But Gen-
eral Conference delegates on May 20 adopted a petition 
on behalf of a Palestinian village, Wadi Foquin.

Earlier during General Conference, the Finance and 
Administration legislative committee did not support any 
petition calling for divestment from companies doing 
business in Israel.

Speaking for the amendment, Janice Nelson, a lay 
delegate from the Oregon-Idaho Conference, said that 
staying at the table and pleading with companies to be 
socially responsible is not working.

“There are companies that are invested in profit-
ing from the occupation of Palestine that we have been 
talking to for many, many years,” Nelson said. “I would 
not ask us to divest from anybody until we had done the 
shareholder advocacy, but when that has gone on and on 
and on with no results, it’s time to say, “We do not profit 
from the occupation of another people’s lands,” which is 
exactly what is going on. This is not anti-Israel. It’s not 
anti-Jewish. It’s anti-occupation.”

The Rev. Alex Joyner, a reserve delegate from the 
Virginia Conference, said that divestment is unfair to 
Israel as it targets one party as a “bad actor” in the situ-
ation.

“Divestment is built on the notion that Israel alone 
is responsible for the situation of the occupation and that 
Israel, alone, can end it,” Joyner said.

He said that the occupation is a deeply troubling 
reality and it must end, “but targeting settlements for 
divestment doesn’t address all of the issues that will lead 
to peace, including security concerns, the right of return, 
the status of Jerusalem, and the question of borders for a 
free and independent Palestine.”

Delegates also adopted an amended petition on be-
half of a Palestinian village Wadi Foquin, where United 
Methodists support an Advance project and community 
development site.

The petition calls on General Conference to send a 
letter to U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and oth-
er State Department officials, U.S. President Barack 
Obama, the U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem, and the Israeli 

Civil Authority to express “our concerns over the confis-
cation of land and destruction of life in the village.”

While the petition demands accountability from the 
Israeli government, the approved amendment deleted a 
call to withhold foreign aid “until accountability is in 
place and human rights are restored.”

Erik Alsgaard is a communicator for the Balti-
more-Washington Conference. Kathy Gilbert, a United 
Methodist News Service reporter, contributed to this 
story.
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GC2016 Votes Not to Divest  
From Fossil Fuels

By Sam Hodges (UMNS)

After prolonged, impassioned debate, General Con-
ference 2016 chose not to add a fossil fuels investment 
screen for the United Methodist Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits.

The question came down to divestment vs. engage-
ment as the better way to use church investments in influ-
encing energy companies to address climate change.

Ultimately, delegates voted 630-101 against amend-
ing church law to call for screening our investments in 
fossil fuels companies.

Delegates heard from Barbara Boigegrain, General 
Secretary of the General Board of Pension and Health 
Benefits, who described the climate change issue as “ur-
gent” but argued against a fossil fuels screen.

She said the denomination would have more influ-
ence by working on the inside to change corporations’ 
behavior.

“If we divest with companies, The United Methodist 
Church loses a voice at the table,” Boigegrain said.

She added that if General Conference approved a 
fossil fuels screen, to go with screens in place for private 
prisons, alcohol, munitions, tobacco, and pornography, 
“nine to fifteen percent of the investable universe” would 
be off-limits to the pension fund.

“It would greatly reduce our flexibility” in trying 
to support energy companies making positive change, 
Boigegrain said.

But the Rev. Jenny Phillips, coordinator of Fossil 
Free UMC, told delegates that the denomination had a 
chance, by adding the fossil fuels screen, to be a witness 
to countries that signed the Paris Agreement on climate 
change.

Phillips argued that such countries will need encour-
agement to follow through with changes to clean energy.

“Their leaders need clear signals from their constit-
uents that people support a rapid transition … A major 
global denomination’s commitment to divestment would 
provide such a signal,” Phillips said.

Exasperating Disasters

The Rev. Denise Honeycutt, a Virginia Conference 
delegate who has served as the top executive of the Unit-
ed Methodist Committee on Relief, noted that United 

Methodists have a strong record of responding to natural 
disasters.

It’s crucial, she argued, that the denomination recog-
nize climate change is causing or worsening such events.

“Whole communities are being displaced because of 
the rising sea levels,” she said. “We have an opportunity 
to be proactive by ensuring that our investment does not 
add to the crisis.”

But the Rev. Amy Lippoldt, a Great Plains Confer-
ence delegate, said she generally favors engagement over 
divestment and feels it’s too early for United Methodists 
to go to a fossil fuels screen.

“Responsible engagement is what the board … is 
asking us to let them do–to let them stay at the conversa-
tion table until there is no other option,” she said.

The Financial Administration Committee had voted 
41-14 for Sustainable and Responsible Investments lan-
guage in the Book of Discipline that does not include the 
fossil fuels screen.

Jessica Vargo, East Ohio Conference delegate and 
chair of the committee, urged delegates to stick with the 
committee’s recommendation.

The delegates did so, after turning back a minority 
report that included the screen and defeating an amend-
ment that would have prohibited investment in compa-
nies active in illegally occupied territories.

This General Conference saw a climate vigil, orga-
nized by the Pacific Northwest Conference, as well as a 
handful of daily demonstrators outside the Oregon Con-
vention Center raising awareness of the climate change 
issue.

United Methodists were among the faith delegations 
attending the Paris climate summit last fall. The General 
Board of Pension and Health Benefits joined with United 
Methodist Women and the denomination’s general 
boards of Church and Society and Global Ministries in a 
Nov. 16, 2015, letter to summit participants urging limits 
on global warming.

Sam Hodges, a United Methodist News Service writer, 
lives in Dallas. Contact him at (615) 742-5470 or  
newsdesk@umcom.org.
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Gere Reist Steps Down as Secretary  
of the General Conference

After twelve years as the face 
of the General Conference, Penn-
sylvania’s native son Gere Reist, 
an elder in the Susquehanna Con-
ference, passed the baton of lead-
ership to Gary Graves. Gere’s first 
General Conference was the 1992 
GC in Louisville, Kentucky. He 
volunteered to work with Secretary 
Carolyn Marshall and has been at 
every General Conference since. He 
describes his job as “Chief Go-fer 
for the General Conference.” 

After the 2000 General Confer-
ence in Cleveland, Carolyn asked 
him to allow her to ask the Council 
of Bishops to nominate him as her 
successor. She knew he was the 
right person for the job. Though he 
didn’t realize it at the time, Carolyn 
had prepared him well. She modeled 
excellent leadership. From her, Gere 
learned to be gracious and thorough 
in his work. He said that he could not have done the 
work without her mentoring. 

Gere is leaving the office now because he thinks it 
is better for the church to have the next secretary go into 
the 2024 General Conference in the Philippines with a 
quadrennium of experience. Following Carolyn Mar-
shall’s model, he knows that time and preparation are 
crucial to the job. One of his legacies is the move from 
voting concurrence/non-concurrence to simply yes or no 
on legislation. 

The work of the Secretary of the General Conference 
has changed during Gere’s tenure, starting in 1992 when, 
as a volunteer at the computer behind Carolyn on the 
platform, he observed a delegate from Africa ruled out 
of order without reason. He determined that the church 
needed to make major changes in the way it operates. 
He took seriously the responsibility of the secretary to 
prepare delegates for full participation in General Con-
ference. 

In 2007, without a budget, he asked the General 
Secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries if 
he could go to Ukraine with him and do some training 
of delegates. He did. He also went to the Philippines 
with the Secretary of the General Board of Church and 

Society. He debunked the myth that there is competition 
or friction between the general agencies. He said that he 
has never seen or experienced anything but respect and 
cooperation between them. 

To prepare Central Conference delegates for Gener-
al Conference, Gere has traveled to the DRC, Uganda, 
Zimbabwe, the Philippines, Ukraine and Russia to do 
training. This usually occurs in the months just before 
General Conference. The ADCA is available online and 
the print edition is shipped directly to delegates who 
have shipping addresses. However, Gere knows that 
some may not get delivered to places that have no street 
address or post office. 

Americans take a lot for granted, he noted. Not 
everyone has a smartphone. The infrastructures for travel 
and communication are different around the world. We–
and not just Americans–fail to differentiate between faith 
and culture. We have different social pressures, different 
levels of safety, different concerns, and different ways to 
communicate. Words don’t always mean the same thing. 

The Rev. L. Fitzgerald Reist II reads a decision from the United Meth-
odist Judicial Council May 19 during the denomination’s 2016 General  
Conference in Portland, Ore. Gere Reist is retiring after serving as the 
Secretary of the General Conference. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.
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Gere gave the example of placing something on the table. 
In Mozambique it means “Let’s talk about it.” In Rob-
ert’s Rules it means to stop talking about something to 
attend to more urgent business. 

“Interpretation is not necessarily communicating,” 
he said. We work on complex issues with a complex 
process and try to do a lot in a short time. Our forebears 
took a month to deal with far fewer and less complex 
things. They had fewer people and were predominantly 
white male Americans from the same culture. Why do 
we think that we can do the work in ten days? Perhaps 
we could learn from them. 

It takes time to build relationships and to build trust. 
“We don’t walk in each other’s shoes enough.” Most of 
us don’t really know what it means to be a global church. 
For example, he cited his conversations with Rules Com-
mittee member Joao Damiao Muhale from Mozambique. 
He said that although they could not be more different 
and disagree on many things, they get along well because 
they’ve had time to develop a friendship. He quoted the 

Rev. Dr. Carlyle Marney: “The fundamentals of Christi-
anity are relational, not doctrinal.” 

The church has changed a lot in the twelve years 
that Gere has been secretary. In addition to the obvious 
changes in communication and media, he has sometimes 
observed meanness and inappropriate behavior by dele-
gates. He has dealt with each ethical dilemma as it came 
to his attention. He says that the church must find ways 
to recognize that our unity is in Christ. 

Like the church itself, the secretary’s staff is more 
intentionally diverse. The staff includes a Native Amer-
ican, an African-American, two Latinas, a Liberian, two 
Filipinos, Damiao from Mozambique, and Anglos from 
the United States. He leaves the office in good hands.

Gere Reist will be missed at General Conference. 
The Secretary of the General Conference is the face of 
the church in the constant sea change of faces. He thinks 
that Bishop Park of the Susquehanna Conference will 
find some appointment for him after he finishes his work 
for GC2016. 

Meet the New Secretary of the General  
Conference, Gary Graves

By Patty Meyers

The Rev. Gary Graves, pastor of First United Meth-
odist Church in Paris, Kentucky, was elected the new 
secretary of the General Conference in May 2016, at 
The United Methodist Church’s General Conference in 
Portland. He takes the baton from the retiring secretary, 
the Rev. L. Fitzgerald “Gere” Reist II. 

Gary currently serves as petitions secretary, and he 
has played an integral role in the legislative process for 
General Conference. He has traveled with the Com-
mission on the General Conference throughout the past 
quadrennium and has worked with the United Methodist 
Publishing House staff to publish proposed legislation in 
the Advance Daily Christian Advocate. Because of his 
previous General Conference experience in this role, he 
feels ready to take on the role of secretary of the Gener-
al Conference. The transition seems natural to him, not 
least because of time he has spent working with Gere 
in the past, and they both hope to make the transition as 
seamless as possible. 

The secretary does not vote in General Conference 
sessions. The secretary of the General Conference is re-

sponsible for maintaining the official record of the daily 
proceedings, for collecting and processing the petitions 
submitted, for the appropriate referencing of the peti-
tions to the legislative committees, and for a variety of 
other matters relating to the functioning of the General 
Conference. He evaluates how things are going, learns, 
and makes adjustments as needed to assist the delegates’ 
work.

Gary noted that each member of the General Con-
ference secretary’s staff is a true servant leader. They all 
work faithfully and tirelessly to serve the General Con-
ference. In recognition of the secretary’s staff from the 
2016 General Conference, Gary made a specific request 
to list their names and roles for readers:

Gary Graves, Petitions Secretary
Susan Brumbaugh, Coordinator of the Calendar
Randall Partin, Legislative Committee Coordinator
Raquel Pérez-Molloy, Assistant Business Manager 
of the General Conference and Credentials Secretary
Dalila Cruz, Office Manager
John Hiller, Commission on the General Conference
Ellen Natt, Commission on the General Conference

mailto:dcruz35@austin.rr.com
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Damiao Elias, Commission on the  
 General Conference
Zephorah Benson, Secretary’s Staff
David Garvin, Secretary’s Staff
Preston Price, Secretary’s Staff
Darryl Tate, Secretary’s Staff
Ashely Meyer, Secretary’s Staff
Jennifer Neal, Secretary’s Staff
Rachel Rol, Secretary’s Staff
Phebe Crismo, Secretary’s Staff
Beth Steed, Recorder Team Lead
Danita Anderson, Recorder Team Lead

The primary role of the secretary of the General 
Conference and the staff in conjunction with the Com-
mission on the General Conference is to provide an 
environment and support that equips the delegates to do 

the work for which they were elected in the best way 
possible. The secretary’s job is to provide a helpful pro-
cess so that the delegates can make their decisions. 

One new service from the secretary of the General 
Conference office will be provided in July of this year: 
Different staff members will be deployed to the jurisdic-
tional conferences to support their work. 

Gary does not know where his office will be yet. 
Following General Conference he will return to Paris, 
Kentucky, with his wife, Jennifer Day Graves, to finish 
out his appointment. Details of his new appointment have 
not all been decided. He is already “on the job,” working 
with Gere Reist as requested, and looks forward to the 
future with anticipation.

Patty Meyers is a professor of Christian education at 
Pfeiffer University. 

The Rev. Gary Graves of the Kentucky Conference, and his wife Jennifer, are recognized following his election as the incoming Secretary of the 
General Conference at the United Methodist 2016 General Conference in Portland, Ore. Photo by Maile Bradfield, UMNS.
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SEVEN THINGS JOHN 
WESLEY EXPECTED US 
TO DO FOR KIDS
Christopher Miles Ritter
This encouraging gift book gleans 
from John Wesley’s writing what 
he expected Methodists to do 
for kids: teach them intentionally, 
know them personally, pray 
for them intentionally, mentor 
families meaningfully, challenge 
ourselves continually, shape our 
ministries appropriately, and care 
for them practically. A great gift 
for teachers.
9781501821288.

MEET THE GOODPEOPLE
Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith
Roger Ross
Christianity is growing worldwide, 
but declining in the U.S. Wesley 
used seven strategies to engage 
people who’d given up on church. 
Ross shows how those strategies 
can work today. Includes end-of-
chapter discussion questions. 
A free downloadable Leader 
Guide is also available. 
9781630885724.

MEET THE GOODPEOPLE
Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith

AN EXACT LIKENESS
The Portraits of John Wesley 
Richard P. Heitzenrater
Faces are more than a montage of organs that see, 
smell, hear, and speak. The slightest nuance in 
expressions can provide telling evidence of character, 
and portraits of individuals can be equally revealing. 
Richard P. Heitzenrater, one of the top John Wesley 
scholars in the world, provides a commentary and 
interpretation of historical circumstances surrounding 
more than � fty full-color portraits and sculptures of the 
father of Methodism in An Exact Likeness. 
9781501816604. Hardcover. 

Published byPublished byPublished by

Explore John Wesley’s likeness and legacy 
through his portraits and his writings 

DCA25



Round Up Edition Vol. 4, No. 12 2893

WITH THOUSANDS OF original articles and blogs, reference materials and full-text research, 
unique book reviews and weekly worship and preaching helps, MinistryMatters.com 
provides resources, community, and inspiration to Christian leaders.
 
While at General Conference, visit the Ministry Matters team at the Cokesbury General 
Conference Bookstore as they cover major issues with a communal perspective and host 
live, interactive webcasts.
 

Ministry Matters™ is a collaborative online community for church 
leaders. For more information, visit MinistryMatters.com and click 
the SUBSCRIBE NOW button!

Need immediate, practical inspiration and resources?



2894  Saturday, May 21, 2016

COME LEARN MORE DURING THE CONFERENCE, 
OR REACH US AT 800-237-7511 or FURNISHINGS@COKESBURY.COM

We serve churches and organizations 
by bringing their vision into focus 

through quality furnishings  
from trusted manufacturers.
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Central Conference  
Pensions

• Eligible UMC clergy  
have a retirement benefit

• $25 million raised— 
sustaining future  
pension payments

• 2,922 receiving benefits 

Your donations and pledges 
made this possible—thank you!

Sustainable  
Benefits

• Eligible UMC clergy have 
lifetime benefits 

• Pension assets— 
$20 billion—sustaining  
future benefit payments

• 92,000 participants 

Caring for clergy and lay workers
Pensi

Sustainable  
Investing

• Wespath Investment 
Management division— 
a force for change 

• Active ownership— 
corporate engagement

• Investing for  
a sustainable future

Global investor—global impact

UMNS

DCA15

We’ve heard phrases such 
as “God helps those who help 
themselves” all of our lives, 
but in Adam Hamilton’s new 
book and 5-week churchwide 
study, Half Truths, you’ll learn 
that although they capture 
some element of truth, when 
compared to the wisdom found 
in Scripture, they’re really just 
common Christian clichés. 

9781501813870. Hardcover Book.  
$19.99; Cokesbury Price $13.39 

Arrive at the WHOLE TRUTH

The newest study from

Adam Hamilton
Published by

Prices subject to change. Cokesbury prices re� ect discount off regular prices. 
Additional study resources also available. Visit Cokesbury.com for details.

DCA15_ND_HalfTurths2Quarter.indd   1 4/22/16   1:41 PM
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The official United Methodist Church movers.

©2015 Bekins® and This is moving. are registered trademarks of Bekins Van Lines, Inc.
 MC 770031 | USDOT 2256609    

800.248.7960, ext. 369 | Bekins.com

TM

Contact Dave Belford at Crown Moving & Storage, 
interstate agent for Bekins Van Lines, Inc.

For more than 100 years, Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University has been preparing real people 
to make a real difference in the real world. Here, 
more than 10,000 students have been shaped into 
Christian leaders who put faith and love into action, 
transforming the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Offering 17 degrees, including a new online Doctor of 
Ministry.  Join us at candler.emory.edu.

Growing generations of Christ followers

- clergy and laity - 

who have a passion for evangelism

P.O. Box 985, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745   |   828-454-6800 • 800-737-8333    

www.FoundationForEvangelism.org
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MY MISSION 

OUR MISSION  
is to prepare students to do good

in the church and across the world. 

... is to help nurture 
young people to be global 
leaders who engage with 
global issues because of 
their Christian faith.” 

Janjay Innis 
MDiv‘13

...is to build and sustain 
Christian communities 
to support people on all 
stages of their spiritual 
and religious journeys.”

Nico Romeijn-Stout 
MDiv‘15 

...is to help Korea deal 
with issues of social jus-
tice and interfaith confl ict, 
and to serve the world 
that hopes for peace.”  

Seunggoo Han
MTS‘15, STM’16 

MY MISSION... 
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FROM MUSKIE TO

MONET
Minneapolis is the perfect blend of natural beauty
and urban sophistication. No other American city
has a chain of lakes, the mighty Mississippi, and
200 miles of trails within the city limits – literally
steps from a vibrant arts and music scene, as well 
as museums among the finest in the nation.

FIND OUT MORE AT
minneapolis.org

UnitedHealthcare 
is proud to 
support The 
United Methodist 
Church General 
Conference 2016.

©2015 United HealthCare Services, Inc. 15-0034
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Serving United Methodist Churches for over 40 years!

For more information on these and other tours visit

www.eo.travel/UMC
800-247-0017

@eotours

– The Holy Land –
Bring the Bible to life as you walk in the footsteps of Jesus

– Journeys of Paul – 
Experience the places of Paul’s ministry by land tour or by cruise

– Wesley Heritage Tour –
Discover the places that influenced the life and ministry

of John Wesley
– Cuba –

Be immersed in its culture and history and see what its
churches are like today

– Fellowship and Retreat Cruises – 
Share time with friends and family while hearing from

inspiring guest speakers
– River Cruises – 

Explore the beauty, history and cultures of Europe

Educational Opportunities Tours
Providing Christian travel programs to more

than 350,000 guests.
The EO Missions department

can provide discounted
airfare & travel services

for your next mission trip.

Missions

Visit Us in
Booth 123
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Learn more about United at General Conference.

Spirit-filled ministry
Preparing pastoral leaders for

Spirit led, United in Christ!
May General Conference 2016 be

www.united.edu/general-conference-2016

United is committed to the Historic Christian Faith, the 
Cultivation of Holiness and the Renewal of the Church.

Traditional, online and intensive course formats

Concentrations in global and charismatic ministry

United Methodist courses in Spanish

The Hispanic Christian Academy

United Theological Seminary • 4501 Denlinger Road • Dayton, Ohio 45426

United Theological Seminary
Dayton, OH, USA
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1.800.527.6824
rsistewardship.com

GENEROSITY
CHANGES...

HOW WE LIVE.
HOW WE LOVE.
HOW WE SERVE.

EVERYTHING.

We realize when grace collides with our lives, it 
changes the HEART of giving. A lifestyle of 
Biblical stewardship is marked by generosity.

Are you building, planting a church,  
contemplating a multi-site ampus, or trying 
to find the funds for a missional endeavor? 
Finding the financial resources is crucial.

What is God leaWhat is God leading you to do next? We’re 
here to partner with you.

Visit our booth for FREE resources and 
information on funding your ministry.
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THANK YOU
for visiting our booth and experiencing our  

children and youth curriculum options at  
the 2016 General Conference.

Visit wearesparkhouse.org  
to learn more and shop  

all of our resources.

See you again in  
Minneapolis in 2020!

wearesparkhouse.org
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Every advantage for 
your organization.
Every product: Over 500,000 business essentials

Every value: Low, customized pricing on your items.

Every answer: Industry experts by your side.

Every convenience: Shop online, in-store and on the go.

Visit StaplesAdvantage.com/UnitedMethodists  
to get started today.

54840

NEW
Defying Gravity
Break Free from the Culture of More
Tom Berlin

Our possessions can create unbearable weight and 
affect our ability to serve and thrive. How do we defy 
gravity and � nd freedom?

In this four-week small group study and stewardship 
campaign, pastor and author Tom Berlin explores 
what is required to sustain a vibrant life, what we 
need versus what we want, and what we can do to 
avoid being pulled into the orbit of materialism.

Abingdon Press. 

9781501813405. Book
9781501813429. Leader Guide
9781501813498. The Generous Church: A Pastor’s Guide
9781501813443. DVD [CC] 7–9 mins. per session
9781501813511. Program Tools Flash Drive
9781501817557. Leader Kit (one each of the � ve above)
9781501813535. Family Card Pack

published by

DCA31

Avoid being pulled into 
the orbit of materialism

DCA31_ND_DefyingGravityVHalf.indd   1 4/22/16   2:33 PM
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The world’s best businesses know that potential customers
can be anywhere. With TransPerfect, you can be everywhere.

• Translation and Language Services
• Interpretation
• Website and Software Localization
• Cultural Consulting 

• Globalization Management Technology
• Media Services
• Content Management
• Sta�ng 

OFFICES IN OVER 90 CITIES WORLDWIDE
W W W . T R A N S P E R F E C T . C O M
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www.umhef.org - 800-811-8110

Scholarships for UMC Students 
with Excellence

Educating
TOMORROW’S

LEADERS
UMHEF is a proud sponsor of General Conference 2016 and appreciates your support in furthering the mission of the UMC.

www.umhef.org - 800-811-8110

Scholarships for UMC Students 
with Excellence

TOMORROW’S
MHEF is a proud sponsor of General Conference 2016 and appr

a proud sponsor of General Conference 2016 and apprec

proud sponso of General Co

more than

UMHEF Awarded

last year 

$
2.2 Million1200attending UM-RELATED

COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES & SEMINARIES

TO OVER                     STUDENTS

FOUNDATION

UNITED METHODIST
HIGHER EDUCATION 
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Learn How to Outlive Your Life
 615-369-2382

umcglobalimpact.org
VISIT us at Booth 124

I am making a global impact ...

a fund to impact the 
Church for generations

Rooted. Innovative. Courageous.

Interdisciplinary courses that  
demand out-of-the-box thinking.  
Apprenticeship training that  
addresses real-world issues. 
Modes of learning that promote 
adaptability and innovation.

Learn more or apply online for  
one of our six degree programs. 

n  Master of Divinity (M.Div.) 
n  Master of Arts (M.A.) 
n  Master of Arts in Ministry (M.A.M.)
n  Master of Sacred Theology (S.T.M.)
n  Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.)
n  Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)

Theological School
Drew University  |  Madison, NJ
drew.edu/theological
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DID YOU KNOW
YOUR CHURCH CAN GENERATE ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
AT NO COST TO THE CHURCH OR YOUR MEMBERS?

Whether your church is purchasing office supplies and service 
materials, or your members are buying items for donation, 
purchasing those items through UMCmarket generates a 

contribution to your church. It’s a great way to shop, save, and 
support at no cost to your church or your members.

We recently re-launched a new and upgraded version of the 
UMCmarket website, and here are just a few features of the new site:

 Over 3,000 participating online retailers
 Hundreds of savings opportunities for online purchases
 Print-at-home coupons for in-store savings
 A gift card mall coming soon!

If you haven’t visited UMCmarket lately, we invite you to check it out.
www.umcmarket.org

Interfaith Understanding
Entry-level certificate that transcends traditional interfaith dialogue

Navigating Interfaith 
Professional level experience that investigates the interfaith landscape 

utilizing Claremont Lincoln University’s unique teaching process   

CLU Passport is the online portal for certificates  
and courses offered by Claremont Lincoln University.

Radically accessible, self-paced, online coursework 
specifically for new and mid-level career professionals  

who work in private, public, and social sectors.

Visit CLUpassport.org today to get started!





Caring for the whole church,
inside and out.

From steeples to stoles,

bulletins to Bibles,

candles to Communion,

Cokesbury’s got you covered. 

Contact us today!

Visit our 10,000 square-foot display at General Conference,  
find us online at Cokesbury.com, or call 800.672.1789.

•
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