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Agenda for Friday, May 13
7:00 A.M.

Seminary Students Briefing 
Committee on Agenda and Calendar
Committee on Reference
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Worship
Preacher: Bishop Sally Dyck

8:45 – 10:05 A.M. – Plenary Session
Laity Address (30 minutes)
Connectional Table: State of the Church and Vision 

Casting (15 minutes)
GCFA Report (15 minutes)
• Reports (as needed):
 o Committee on Courtesies and Privileges
 o Committee on Credentials
 o  Committee on Correlation and Editorial  

Revision
 o Committee on the Journal
 o Committee on Reference
 o Committee on Agenda and Calendar
 o Committee on Presiding Officers 
 o Monitors
Announcements

10:05 – 10:25 A.M.
Morning Break

10:25 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
Legislative Committees

12:30 – 1:30 P.M.
Lunch Recess – Meal provided for Delegates

12:40 P.M. – 1:10 P.M.
Service of Holy Communion
Presider: Bishop Peggy Johnson

1:30 – 4:00 P.M.
Legislative Committees

4:00 – 4:20 P.M.
Afternoon Break

4:20 – 6:20 P.M.
Legislative Committees

5:00 P.M. – Daily Deadline for DCA Printing
6:20 – 6:30 P.M.

Closing Devotion (Legislative Committees)
6:30 P.M. Adjournment

Delegates Say No to Rule 44
By Heather Hahn

May 12, 2016, PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS)

Over the past three days, the United Methodist Gen-
eral Conference has offered a live demonstration of just 
how difficult following its rules of order can be.

The final tally on the much-debated Rule 44—a 
proposed group discernment process—was 355 “yes” 
and 477 “no.”

The Commission on the General Conference recom-
mended Rule 44 at the request of the 2012 General Con-
ference, which sought an alternative process to Robert’s 
Rules of Order for dealing with particularly complicated 
and contentious legislation.

The commission’s aim was to use small groups to 
give all delegates a chance to weigh in on selected peti-
tions.

The proposal became known as Rule 44 simply be-
cause it was the last of 44 rules the commission proposed 
for conference business. General Conference delegates 
approved the first 43 rules, after their own ups and 
downs, late on May 10.

Last year the commission, in announcing its outline 
for the proposal, also announced it would set aside  
legislation related to human sexuality for possible  
consideration using the new process.

(Continued on page 1994)

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-adopts-most-rules-but-defers-rule-44
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-adopts-most-rules-but-defers-rule-44
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/alternative-process-offered-for-sexuality-debate
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/alternative-process-offered-for-sexuality-debate
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Worship Leaders  
for May 13  

Prelude: Trinity Brass Quintet, Frederick, Maryland

Call to Worship (tax collector): Byron Thomas,  
     North Georgia

Call to Worship (religious authority): Timothy Bruster, 
     South Carolina

Call to Worship (female): Kim Ingram,  
     Western North Carolina

Confession Delegates:
Jan Nelson, Oregon-Idaho
Brad Laurvick, Rocky Mountain
David Muwaya, East Africa
Sarah Wilke, Publisher, The Upper Room

French Scripture Reader: Senga Lokale, East Congo

English Scripture Reader: Laurie Haller,  
     West Michigan

Signer: Robert Baughn, Virginia

Sermon: Bishp Sally Dyck, Chicago Episcopal Area

Anthem: I.M.A.G.E., Vanderveer Park UMC,  
     Brooklyn, New York

Thanksgiving Leader: Ilena Rosario, Virginia

Sending Voice (speaking only): Lydia Muñoz,  
     New York

Sending Voice (speaking/signing): Robert Vaughn, 
     Virginia

Divisions Hinder 
Quietness, Comfort,  

and Spiritual Sweetness
Divisions put the spirit out of tune. People who have 

interested themselves in these divisions have lost 
their sweetness, and their ingenuity is gone.

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.
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Thus, an arcane procedural debate became, for many 
United Methodists, mainly about long-simmering differ-
ences regarding ministry with gay and lesbian individ-
uals. A new rule aimed at fostering trust among church 
decision-makers ended up facing considerable distrust 
and pushback.

Judi Kenaston, the commission’s chair, on May 12 
reminded the delegates that Rule 44 was a process sepa-
rate from any slate of legislation.

“I ask you not to vote against Rule 44 because you 
don’t want to use it with the legislation that’s proposed,” 
she told those assembled. “This is the time to approve a 
tool for our General Conference process.”

In the end, her speech was to no avail. Delegates 
showed they just weren’t that into Rule 44.

However, even getting to that simple up-or-down 
vote took the delegates most of their morning.

Majority or Two-thirds Vote?

The first question delegates faced was just how many 
votes the rule needed to win approval.

Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, who leads the North 
Carolina Conference, served as the plenary’s presiding 
officer (a role that rotates among active bishops). She 
opened discussion of the proposal with the announce-
ment that she believed the rule only needed a majority—
that is, more than 50 percent—to pass.

 “In studying the rules, praying over this, consulting 
with others, and thinking this through, it seems to me 
that the way to best move forward is to consider Rule 44 
as part of the rules for the conference,” she said. “It is 
not an amendment to the rules. It was separated from the 
rules to be considered later.”

Immediately, the Rev. Kyle “Ed” Tomlinson—a 
delegate from the North Georgia Conference—appealed 
Ward’s ruling. He argued that the rule should count as an 
amendment and thus under General Conference’s previ-
ously approved Rule 42, it needed a two-thirds vote.

By a narrow vote, the delegates agreed with Tomlin-
son.

It was just a small indication of the lengthy dis-
cussion to come, among a multinational body beset by 
language differences, confusion about parliamentary pro-
cedure and distrust of the new electronic queuing system 
presiding officers use to identify potential speakers.

At one point, the Rev. Eric Park of the Western 
Pennsylvania Conference asked General Conference 
to abandon the new queuing system and return to the 

color-coded cards delegates used to request to speak at 
previous General Conference gatherings. That proposed 
rule amendment failed to garner the necessary two-thirds 
vote.

Vote Against Referral

Delegates also, by a vote of 597 to 234, denied a mo-
tion to refer Rule 44 back to the commission to improve 
it for use by the 2020 General Conference.

Support for that motion came at least in part from 
United Methodists who were nominated to help lead the 
process in Rule 44.

“I want us to be ready, but we’re not,” said Pat Luna 
of Alabama-West Florida Conference, one of those dele-
gates. “If we have any chance of Rule 44 working, we’re 
going to need to dot every i and cross every t, and quite 
frankly we don’t know where the i’s and t’s are yet.”

Ultimately, delegates also heard two speeches each 
in favor of and against the proposed rule.

Jill Wondel, a delegate from the Missouri Confer-
ence, said the commission faithfully sacrificed time and 
effort to develop the rule.

“Change is hard and change is uncertain and change 
is scary,” she said. “It’s easy for us to vote ‘no.’ . . . But 
God does not give us a spirit of fear.”

The Rev. Jerry Kulah, a delegate of the Liberia Con-
ference, said he objected because no annual conferences 
in the central conferences (church regions in Africa, 
Asia, and Europe) had ever used such a process. He also 
objected because he felt it didn’t offer enough space for 
expressing disagreement.

“You have a few people who will be deciding for 
us,” he said. “I believe the Bible remains our final author-
ity for faith and practice. As I read through the rule, I see 
no place where the Bible is mentioned.”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 
or newsdesk@umcom.org.

Slander
Once we suppress their esteem, we will do well 

enough with their cause.

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-tackling-44-year-stance-on-homosexuality
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-tackling-44-year-stance-on-homosexuality
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-tackling-44-year-stance-on-homosexuality
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-the-debate-about-how-to-debate-sexuality
mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org
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What Do All These Colors Mean?
Pouch Colors
 Gold  Special Seating
 Green  All Access
 Gray  Stage Access
 Navy Blue Delegates & Reserves
 Orange  Exhibitors
 Red  General Seating Access
 Turquoise Blue Pages & Marshals
 White  Choirs

Name Badge Stripes
 Yellow  Host Committee  

   Volunteers
 Orange  Reserve Delegates
 Red  Newsroom & Press
 Green  General Conference Staff
 Purple  Bishops, COB, Spouses 

   & Ecumenical Guests
 Blue  Delegates and  

   Permanently Seated  
   Reserves

 Black  Official Participants
 White  Visitors

The article that originally appeared  
on pages 1925 - 1926 is no longer available.
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COSROW, United Methodist Women 
Host Briefings for Women Delegates

By Tara Barnes and Yvette Moore

Make your voices heard.
That was the message to women delegates at two 

briefings jointly sponsored by the Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women (COSROW) and United 
Methodist Women at the Portland Convention Center 
May 9. 

Central Conference women attended a Monday 
morning gathering with French, German, Kiswahili, 
Korean, Russian, Spanish, and Tagalog translations. A 
second briefing open to all women was held later in the 
day.

The briefing for Central Conference women included 
practical tips on self-care during General Conference—
like wearing layered clothing to keep warm in cold com-
mittee rooms and taking time alone throughout the event 
to reflect, journal, and go outside for fresh air. It also 
included brief updates on proposed legislation of partic-
ular concern to women and time to practice a process for 
evaluating legislation.

But the primary focus of the meeting was on en-
couraging Central Conference women delegates to assert 
their full rights and responsibilities as delegates.

“This meeting stands in a long tradition of work-
ing to make the voices of women heard,” said United 
Methodist Women General Secretary Harriett Jane Olson 
in opening greetings at the gathering for Central Con-
ference women. “The fruit of that work is your presence 
here and your voting credentials.”

In a devotion based on Ephesians 3, Bishop Joaqui-
na Filipe Nhanala of Mozambique assured the Central 
Conference women they were not General Conference 
delegates by accident. “Whatever the process, God saw 
that you were the right person for this job,” she said. 
“God has a plan for the church. I believe that God has 
chosen you as an instrument for that plan.” 

A panel of former Central Conference women dele-
gates shared lessons learned from their terms as General 
Conference delegates. 

The Rev. Eunice Iliya, a panelist and former delegate 
from Nigeria, told the Central Conference women to read 
and re-read the Advanced Daily Christian Advocate so 
that they knew the legislation before their committees 
and their responsibilities as committee members. 

She also told them not to be afraid to speak.
“As women in the Central Conference, we can come 

from societies where women don’t have power, where 
women are told what to do. So to find ourselves here can 
be an eye opener,” Ms. Iliya said. “Know that you are 
created in the image of God and have the same rights as 
any other delegate here. So speak up.”

Panelist Emma Cantor, a United Methodist Women 
regional missionary, told the women to keep the issues of 
women, children, and youth at the forefront by consis-
tently bringing them up in committee deliberations and 
in conversations. 

“Issues are not separate from relationships. Make the 
choice to bring up issues impacting women and chil-
dren,” she said. “If we can bring these issues to the front 
in General Conference, we have done our best.”

Panelist Helene Bindl of Austria shared her expe-
rience of being a delegate in a committee addressing a 
controversial issue.

“I was amazed at the harshness of the discussion 
about human sexuality,” Ms. Bindl said. “I come from 
a Central Conference that is very diverse, many cultural 
backgrounds, but I’d never heard anyone tell another to 
go away from the church because your views are differ-
ent than mine.

Dawn Wiggins Hare, COSROW general secretary, 
provided the names of General Conference monitors and 
told the women that if they felt threatened, harassed, or 
bullied during the legislative sessions or elsewhere, they 
should report the incident to the monitors assigned to 
each committee. 

The event for Central Conference women also in-
cluded time for small-group discussion. 

Some of the women expressed concerns that their 
votes and voices would not be heard because of the new 
technology being used to recognize speakers. “For us Af-
ricans, it would have been better to have had these tablets 
given to us a year ago so that we could learn how to use 
them,” one participant said.

The all-women’s delegates briefing likewise chal-
lenged women to assume their place as leaders at Gener-
al Conference. 

The Rev. J. Kabamba Kiboko, first clergywoman to 
be ordained elder in the Southern Congo Episcopal Area, 
opened the all-women’s briefing with reflection on wom-
en’s leadership and the biblical story of Esther. 

Esther, though initially hesitant, answered God’s 
call, heard through prompts from her family, and accom-
plished her goal of saving her people from annihilation 
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with support of her community, she said.
“Everyone in this room is a leader. You would not 

have been elected as a delegate if you were not a leader,” 
said Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett of the North  
Alabama area and president of the General Commission 
on the Status and Role of Women. 

Bishop Wallace-Padgett explained how the legis-
lative committee process works, the nomination and 
election process of chair, vice chair, and secretary. She 
also directed attendees to the in-room monitors and the 
United Methodist Women and COSROW booth for addi-
tional resources.

The all-women delegates’ meeting also included 
time for small-group work, enabling the participants 
to explore ways to provide leadership to their various 
assigned committees as well as practice a process for 
evaluating legislation. 

United Methodist Women President Yvette Richards 
closed the gathering in prayer.

“God, we are grateful that you have chosen us for 
such a time as this to make a difference in this world and 

church.”
Briefing participants said the event was helpful.
“They are trying to promote us as women,” said 

Gertrude Mukalay of North Katanga Conference. “Our 
voices need to be heard. We are not supposed to keep 
quiet.”

Tara Barnes is editor of response, the magazine of 
United Methodist Women. Yvette Moore is director of 
communications for United Methodist Women.

Errata in DCA (Vol.4, No.2 and No.3)

Pages 1849–1850: Add the names listed on page 
1929 to the Inter-Jurisdictional Committee on Episco-
pacy. 

Page 1873: There are two separate prayer spaces: 
B104 is the UMW prayer space, and Oregon Ballroom 
204 is the Conference Prayer Room. 

Page 1876: The canvas labyrinths are from Morn-
ingside UMC, Salem, and Westminster House, Oregon 
State University.

Page 1876: The bishops’ prayer vigil site is not a 
spiritual direction site. 

Page 1876: The prayer beads were made by 
people from several countries and based on Kristen 
Vincent’s Protestant beads. 

Page 1876: The sheep prayer mosaic in the Drag-
on Boat lobby and the Prayer Room were designed by 
Ardis Letey. 

Page 1884: In the Church and Society 2 list, the 
secretary’s name is correctly spelled Salvador Malana. 
The second sub-committee chair’s name is correct-

ly spelled Brad Laurvick. The third sub-committee 
chair’s name is correctly spelled Watete Mbayu. In the 
Discipleship list, the third sub-committee chair’s name 
is correctly spelled Pauline Walo.

Page 1885: In the General Administration list, 
Rebekah Miles and Joergen Thaarup are the correct 
spellings of the sub-committee chairs. In the Global 
Ministries list, the chair’s name is correctly spelled 
Charles Boayue. In the Independent Commissions list, 
the vice-chair’s name is correctly spelled Lilian Gallo 
Seagren. Sub-committee Chair Andreas Elfving is 
from the Finland-Swedish Provisional Conference. Di-
ane Miller, Western Pennsylvania, is also a sub-com-
mittee chair. Ministry and Higher Education Elected a 
Vice-chair, Sergei Nikolaev, Central Russia.

Page 1892: The revised GCFA Report chart did 
not print in its entirety. The full chart is printed on 
page 1929.

Page 1918: Bishop Kenneth Carter was incorrect-
ly identified as Bishop Kenneth Carder. 

Revenge
So and so offends me, therefore I will offend them, 

and therefore they offend me again, and I them,  
and so it may run ad infinitum.

From The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church Divisions, 
compiled by Francis Asbury and first published in 1792.  

Abridged and updated edition copyright © 2015 by Abingdon Press.
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Add to Inter-Jurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy
Jurisdiction Annual Conference Clergy/Lay Name
Northeastern West Virginia Lay Judi Kenaston
North Central West Ohio Clergy Wade Giffin
North Central West Ohio Lay Valarie Willis
Southeastern Alabama-West Florida Clergy Lawson Bryan
Southeastern Alabama-West Florida Lay Valarie Willis
Southeastern Holston Clergy David Graves
Southeastern Holston Lay James Holley
Western California-Nevada Clergy Kah-Jin Kuan
Western California-Nevada Lay Emily Allen
Western California-Pacific Lay JoAnn Yoon Fukumoto
Western Rocky Mountain Clergy Jessica Rooks 
Western Rocky Mountain Lay Diana Huerta

 
WORLD SERVICE FUND

2009-2012 2013-2016 2017-2020 $ Change  % Change 
Fixed Charges

Interpretation Resources 1,544,000$     1,442,000$     1,432,197$     (9,803)$        -0.7%
Connectional Table 2,307,000       2,155,000       2,140,350       (14,650)        -0.7%
General Council on Finance and Administration 7,947,000 7,423,000       7,372,537       (50,463) -0.7%
Total Fixed Charges 11,798,000$    11,020,000$    10,945,084$    (74,916)$      -0.7%

On-Ratio:
General Board of Church and Society (2) 12,402,000$    11,178,712$    11,021,677$    (157,035)$     -1.4%
General Board of Discipleship (2) 39,355,000 35,497,388     34,952,169     (545,219)      -1.5%

Native American Comprehensive Plan 1,208,400       1,080,664       1,073,317       (7,347)          -0.7%
Strengthening the Black Church 2,226,000 1,989,960       1,976,432       (13,528)        -0.7%

General Board of Global Ministries 124,863,600 112,100,584    111,338,501    (762,083)      -0.7%
Asian American Language Ministry (1) 1,638,000 1,408,000       1,398,428       (9,572)          -0.7%
Korean Ministry Plan (1) 3,300,000 3,082,000       3,061,048       (20,952)        -0.7%
National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry (1) (2) 2,795,000 2,382,000       3,143,830       761,830        32.0%
Pacific Island Ministry (1) -                 544,000          540,302          (3,698)          -0.7%

General Board of Higher Educuation and Ministry (2) 30,579,500 27,512,708     26,932,588     (580,120)      -2.1%
Central Conference Theological Education Fund -                 5,000,000       4,966,009       (33,991)        -0.7%
Young Clergy Initiative: Jurisdictional Conferences -                 7,000,000       6,952,413       (47,587)        -0.7%

General Commission on Religion and Race 7,658,000 7,404,806       7,354,467       (50,339)        -0.7%
Minority Group Self Determination Fund 3,319,000 2,505,812       2,488,777       (17,035)        -0.7%

General Commission on the Status and
Role of Women 4,188,000 3,984,606       3,957,518       (27,088)        -0.7%

General Commission on United Methodist Men 1,650,000 1,487,084       1,476,974       (10,110)        -0.7%
United Methodist Communications 80,036,500 72,141,492     71,651,059     (490,433) -0.7%
Total On-Ratio - Program Agencies 315,219,000$  296,299,816$  294,285,509$  (2,014,307)$  -0.7%

Other Ministries
Contingency Reserve 500,000 467,000          463,825          (3,175) -0.7%

Total Other Ministries 500,000$        467,000$        463,825$        (3,175)$        -0.7%

Total On-Ratio 315,719,000$  296,766,816$  294,749,334$  (2,017,482)$  -0.7%

Grand Total 327,517,000$  307,786,816$  305,694,418$  (2,092,398)$  -0.7%

(2) The programmatic support and funding for the National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry that was provided by the 
     General Board of Church and Society, the General Board of Discipleship, and the General Board of Higher Education 
     and Ministry, was moved solely to the plan operated by the General Board of Global Ministries.  The Funding for this plan
     in total decreased by .7%, the same proportion as all the other programs and ministries.

(1)  During the 2009-2012 quadrennium, these items were included in the General Board of Global Ministries line item.  
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Editor’s Note: Judicial Council Decision 1310 as print-
ed in the Daily Christian Advocate Vol. 4, No. 2 (pages 
1830–1834) contained an error in the Concurrence and 
Dissent written by Beth Capen. The entire decision has 
been reprinted here with the corrected text.

SUBJECT TO FINAL EDITING

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

DECISION  1310

IN RE: Request for a Declaratory Decision from the 
Council of Bishops Regarding Legislation Called “Plan 
UMC Revised” Proposed for the 2016 General Confer-
ence

Digest

Plan UMC Revised contains components that fail 
the test of constitutionality and components that are, as 
stated, entirely constitutional.  The appropriateness of the 
constitutionally adequate portions of Plan UMC Revised 
as an action of the General Conference is a legislative 
matter left to the processes of the General Conference.

Statement of Facts

An individual submitted to the 2016 General Con-
ference a petition known as “Plan UMC Revised.”  The 
Council of Bishops, meeting in Berlin, Germany, on May 
5, 2015, voted to request a declaratory decision from 
the Judicial Council on that proposed legislation.  The 
Council of Bishops stipulated that “The action taken 
(requesting a declaratory decision) was in no way in 
support or opposition of Plan UMC but made in order to 
better facilitate the work of GC 2016.”

The request stated:

The Council of Bishops requests a declaratory 
decision whether the proposed legislation entitled “Plan 
UMC Revised” would be unconstitutional if enacted, 
including, but not limited to, (a) whether the proposed 
legislation violates ¶¶ 16.8, 16.9, 47 & 49 of the Con-
stitution; (b) whether it unlawfully delegates legisla-
tive authority reserved to the General Conference; (c) 
whether it unconstitutionally interferes with the general 
oversight authority of ¶¶ 45—49 of the Constitution; and 
(d) if any part of Plan UMC Revised is unconstitutional, 
whether there are other parts of the proposed legislation 
that may be constitutionally implemented if the legisla-
tion is enacted. 

Several persons submitted briefs on the matter.  On 
October 21, 2015, in St. Louis, Missouri, the Judicial 
Council conducted an Oral Hearing on this request.  
Bishop Gregory Palmer spoke for the Council of Bish-
ops, as the petitioner.  The Rev. Dr. Clayton Oliphint and 
Mr. Lonnie D. Brooks spoke on behalf of the proposed 
legislation.

On October 24, 2015, the Judicial Council released 
its decision to defer the matter until the Spring 2016 
meeting of the Judicial Council.  (See Judicial Council 
Decision 1303.)  In part, the Analysis and Rationale 
portion of that decision said:

While a proper request from the Council of Bishops 
has clearly been delivered to the Judicial Council, there 
remains a subtle but important consideration about the 
merits of rushing quickly to assess the constitutionality 
of one piece of proposed legislation when other proposed 
legislation may also exist on the same issues that the 
“Plan UMC Revised” seeks to address.

The originator of Plan UMC Revised filed a brief 
addressing issues raised at the October 21, 2015, Oral 
Hearing.  Two persons, who identified themselves as 
“opponents” of Plan UMC Revised, jointly submitted a 
brief. An amicus curiae provided a brief in reply to the 
“opponents.”  There were no additional requests made 
for Judicial Council judgment on any other legislation 
proposed for the 2016 General Conference.    

Jurisdiction

The Judicial Council has jurisdiction under ¶ 2609.2 
of the 2012 Discipline.

Analysis and Rationale

The roots of Plan UMC Revised are an action of the 
2012 General Conference and a subsequent decision of 
the Judicial Council.  

On May 2, 2012, by a vote of 567 in favor and 384 
against, the 2012 General Conference adopted the legis-
lative proposal referred to as “Plan UMC” (2012 DCA, 
p. 2639).  By a vote in excess of one-fifth, the General 
Conference voted to request a declaratory decision as to 
the constitutionality of Plan UMC, with particular refer-
ence to ¶¶ 16.8 and 16.9.  On May 3, 2012, the Judicial 
Council conducted oral hearings on the matter and began 
its deliberations.  On May 4, 2012, the Judicial Council 
released its decision. That decision is as follows:

Under the Constitution, the creation and establish-
ment of general Church boards and agencies, the fixing 
of their structure, the determination of their functions, 
duties and responsibilities, and the establishing of 
Church priorities are legislative functions reserved to 
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the General Conference alone. These legislative func-
tions may not be delegated. The Constitution limits the 
General Conference in the authority it may delegate to 
the boards and agencies it creates. This authority is lim-
ited to the work of promotion and administration. Such 
boards and agencies as the General Conference establish-
es under its constitutional authority may not determine 
policies of the Church, nor may they determine their 
own functions except as such action is consistent with 
actions already taken by the General Conference. These 
boards and agencies are not free to transfer functions or 
change internal structures that have been specified in the 
Discipline through legislative enactments of the General 
Conference. Plan UMC is unconstitutional.

The Council of Bishops became aware of a petition 
(Plan UMC Revised) submitted to the 2016 General 
Conference.  The Council of Bishops made its request 
for a declaratory decision before Plan UMC Revised was 
assigned to legislative committees of the 2016 General 
Conference.  Based on the advice of the General Con-
ference Petitions Secretary, a planning group for Plan 
UMC Revised re-submitted Plan UMC Revised with a 
portion of the sixty-five page document being sent to six 
different legislative committees: Discipleship, Financial 
Administration, Faith and Order, General Administration, 
Independent Commissions, and Ministry and Higher 
Education/Superintendency.  The General Conference 
will have to determine if this process is in compliance 
with ¶ 507.2.

 A proponent of Plan UMC Revised stated in a brief 
“No substantive differences exist between the petition as 
it was originally submitted in April and as it was sub-
mitted in parts in November.”  Nevertheless, the request 
from the Council of Bishops was based on the original 
submission as one complete document, so the Judicial 
Council must base its judgments on that material and not 
on the text as it was redacted for legislative committee 
work.

The request from the Council of Bishops was in ac-
cord with¶ 2609.2 which authorizes the Council of Bish-
ops to seek such a declaratory decision.  As expressed 
in Judicial Council Decision 1303, there is concern that 
this provision could potentially give privilege to some 
proposed legislation before the General Conference con-
siders other petitions related to the matter.  Is the Council 
of Bishops’ authority to make such requests coterminous 
with sessions of the General Conference?  The Book of 
Discipline does not say so.  Is the term “proposed legisla-
tion” the same as “petition” as elaborated in ¶ 507?  In 
this context, we think so.

There are constitutional concerns around Plan UMC 
Revised that center on ¶¶ 16.8, 16.9, 16.13, and 45-49 

(particularly ¶¶ 47 and 49).  All portions of Plan UMC 
Revised, both those referenced in this decision and those 
that by implication are indicated, must be tested against 
these constitutional provisions.

Paragraphs 16.8 and 16.9 address the General 
Conference’s full legislative power “over all matters 
distinctively connectional” and state that such authority 
includes:

8. To initiate and to direct all connectional enterpris-
es of the Church and to provide boards for their promo-
tion and administration.32

9. To determine and provide for raising and dis-
tributing funds necessary to carry on the work of the 
Church.33

The Proposed ¶ 905.7 in Plan UMC Revised gives 
one of the essential functions of the Connectional Table 
as follows:

7. In order to be accountable, along with the General 
Council on Finance and Administration, to The United 
Methodist Church through the General Conference, the 
Connectional Table shall have the authority  and respon-
sibility in the following matters:

To collaborate with the General Council on Finance 
and Administration in the preparation of budgets for the 
apportioned funds as provided for in ¶¶ 806.1 and 810.1. 
In the process of preparing budgets for General Confer-
ence consideration and approval primary responsibility 
for providing the assessment of the resource potential of 
the Church rests with the General Council on Finance 
and Administration, and primary responsibility for 
determining the optimum distribution of those resources 
among the various needs and opportunities rests with the 
Connectional Table.  (The underlined portions are in the 
original and represent language that, if approved, would 
be new for The Book of Discipline.)

The introduction to ¶ 806 speaks of the fiscal respon-
sibilities of the General Council on Finance and Admin-
istration:

¶ 806. Fiscal Responsibilities—All monies con-
tributed by a local church to any of the general funds 
of the Church, as listed or defined in ¶ 810.1, and such 
other funds as may have been authorized by the Gen-
eral Conference shall be held in trust by the council 
and distributed only in support of the ministries of the 
respective funds. The council shall be accountable to The 
United Methodist Church through the General Confer-
ence in all matters relating to the receiving, disbursing, 
and reporting of such funds, and agencies receiving such 
funds shall be fiscally accountable to the council. In the 
exercise of its fiscal accountability role, the council shall 
have the authority and responsibility to perform the fol-
lowing functions:  (The bold is added for emphasis.)
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The provisions that follow in ¶ 806.1 note that action 
and determination of budgets are the purview of Gener-
al Conference (¶ 806.1).  Recommendations are to the 
General Conference [¶ ¶ 806.1(a), 806.1(b)(3), 806.1(c).  
Approval comes from the General Conference (¶ 806.2).  
By reference to ¶ 806.1, Plan UMC Revised erases any 
possible constitutional conflict with the authority of the 
General Conference prescribed in ¶¶ 16.8 and 16.9 of the 
Constitution.  The work of preparing recommendations 
for the General Conference is indeed part of the adminis-
trative function the Constitution grants to boards created 
by the General Conference.

More problematic in Plan UMC Revised is a pro-
posed addition to ¶ 705.  In listing basic responsibilities 
of the boards and general agencies, the amendment 
includes this responsibility:  “determine mission and 
purpose.”  Paragraph 16.8 gives the General Conference 
authority “to initiate and direct all connectional enter-
prises” while boards are provided “for their promotion 
and administration.”  Any board or agency task that is 
beyond the boundary of “promotion and administration” 
is unconstitutional.   How does this relate to proposed ¶ 
705(a)?

The General Conference has defined the Mission 
of the Church: “The mission of the Church is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.  Local churches provide the most significant arena 
through which disciple-making occurs.” (¶ 120).  Beyond 
that, the General Conference has stated a “Rationale for 
Our Mission” (¶ 121), “The Process for Carrying Out 
Our Mission” (¶ 122), “The Global Nature of Our Mis-
sion” (¶ 123), and “Our Mission in the World” (¶ 124).

These definitions give the parameters within which 
a board or agency may establish its own statement of 
“mission and purpose.”  The Plan UMC Revised amend-
ment to ¶ 705(a) is too broad in calling on the boards 
and agencies to “determine mission and purpose.”   That 
particular language lacks the limits intended in ¶ 16.8 of 
the Constitution, and thus is unconstitutional.

Does Plan UMC Revised intrude on the authority of 
the Council of Bishops to “plan for the general oversight 
and promotion of the temporal and spiritual interests of 
the entire Church…”?  At the heart of this question is an 
amendment labeled as ¶ 901.2:

The Connectional Table (CT) shall have responsibil-
ity for monitoring and reviewing the work of all program 
agencies of The United Methodist Church.  The CT shall 
work in partnership with other agencies and the Coun-
cil of Bishops to conduct necessary research efforts as 
needed to support strategic thinking and planning and the 
implementation of mission critical ministries.

In reviewing an earlier iteration of Plan UMC 

Revised (Plan UMC as approved by the 2012 General 
Conference), the Judicial Council observed:

On the basis of this test, Plan UMC has a serious 
constitutional defect. In ¶ 47, the Constitution authorizes 
the Council of Bishops to bear the responsibility for gen-
eral oversight. The constitutional authority of the Council 
of Bishops cannot be compromised or modified by legis-
lative enactments. (Judicial Council Decision 1210)

Plan UMC Revised has avoided the word “oversight” 
in delineating the responsibilities of the Connectional Ta-
ble.  It speaks of “monitoring and reviewing the work of 
all program agencies of The United Methodist Church.”  
This is a clear effort to avoid the defect identified in Ju-
dicial Council Decision 1210.  The problem, however, is 
not so much the word “oversight” (It is used in numerous 
disciplinary listings of specific functions of specific bod-
ies, e.g., ¶¶ 226, 335, 403, 606, 703, 1004, 1101, 1119, 
1806, 2529).  The problem would emerge if there were 
universalization of “oversight” by the Connectional Ta-
ble.  It is one thing to have watch-care over an assigned 
portion of the Church’s work; it is quite another thing 
to have such oversight over “the whole Church” (See ¶ 
403), “the entire Church” (See ¶ 47).  That “general over-
sight” is constitutionally given to the Council of Bishops 
and it cannot be delegated elsewhere. Activities of the 
Connectional Table must not intrude on the constitutional 
role of the Council of Bishops for “general oversight.” To 
the extent that the “monitoring and reviewing” respon-
sibility of the Connectional Table is limited to those 
program agencies within its bailiwick, that provision is 
constitutional.  To the extent that the “monitoring and 
reviewing” responsibility reaches beyond those program 
agencies, it is unconstitutional.  The Council of Bishops, 
in turn, has oversight “…of “the entire Church” (See ¶ 
47), including the Connectional Table.  Any clarification 
of this tension would need to be resolved legislatively by 
the General Conference.

Paragraph 16.3 of the Constitution gives the General 
Conference the authority “to establish such commissions 
for the general work of the Church as may be deemed 
advisable.”  That responsibility cannot be delegated.    
Plan UMC Revised discontinues the General Commis-
sion on the Status and Role of Women and the General 
Commission on Religion and Race (and creates a United 
Methodist Committee on Inclusiveness); Plan UMC 
Revised discontinues the General Commission on Ar-
chives and History (and creates a Committee on Archives 
and History under the General Council on Finance and 
Administration).  Plan UMC Revised substitutes United 
Methodist Men for the General Commission on United 
Methodist Men and substitutes United Methodist Com-
munications for the General Commission on Communi-
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cation.  Such action is within the constitutional purview 
of the General Conference.  

The text of Plan UMC Revised ¶¶ 901.3 and 901.4 
present key ingredients in the plan.

Paragraph 901.3: In the exercise of its responsibility 
prescribed in ¶ 2 hereof, the Connectional Table shall 
have authority during the 2017 to 2020 quadrennium 
to guide and work with all program and administrative 
agencies and connectional bodies, to include the general 
secretaries, of The United Methodist Church to plan for 
and implement the overall restructure and reorganiza-
tion approved by the 2016 General Conference for those 
agencies and bodies.  One of the goals is the consol-
idation of program and administrative leadership to 
eliminate unnecessary duplication of efforts as provided 
in ¶ 806.13 and ¶ 811.1 while ensuring that critical and 
important connectional ministries are functional and 
adequately carried forward.

Paragraph 901.4: The Connectional Table’s respon-
sibility, shared with the General Council on Finance and 
Administration, to monitor and review the work of the 
agencies shall include authority for the consolidation of 
administrative services to the extent practicable for all 
general church activities into the appropriate agency on 
a fee for service basis as it affects agencies receiving 
general church funds.

Proposed ¶ 901.3 gives the Connectional Table the 
responsibility for consolidating program and administra-
tive leadership of “all program and administrative agen-
cies and connectional bodies.”  Additionally, proposed 
¶ 901.4 calls for the consolidation of administrative 
services ”…for all general church activities.”  Such con-
solidation must not intrude on the General Conference’s 
constitutional authority “to initiate and direct all connec-
tional enterprises of the Church and to provide boards 
for their promotion and administration” (¶ 16.8); thus ¶¶ 
901.3 and 901.4 of Plan UMC Revised are unconstitu-
tional.

The centralization in the Connectional Table of the 
election of the general secretaries (¶ 713 of Plan UMC 
Revised) and the authority assigned to the Connectional 
Table to dismiss general secretaries oversteps ¶ 16.8 that 
grants the General Conference the authority to establish 
boards.  Although coordination of program functions 
is highly desirable and is constitutional, any loss of a 
board’s decision-making authority is a usurpation of the 
General Conference’s prerogative in establishing such 
boards.  Those portions of ¶ 713 that give the Connec-
tional Table the authority to elect and dismiss general 
secretaries of program boards are unconstitutional.

Paragraph 701.2 of Plan UMC Revised calls for the 
general agencies of The United Methodist Church to 

“report directly to General Conference.”  Paragraph 713 
of Plan UMC Revised indicates that the general secretar-
ies of the program boards will “report administratively 
to the Executive General Secretary of the Connectional 
Table.”  This potential conflict within Plan UMC Revised 
risks diminution of the relationship between the boards 
and the General Conference as made clear in proposed ¶ 
701.2 and constitutionally in ¶ 16.8.

In a brief filed by an elder and a home missioner, the 
claim is made that Plan UMC Revised creates the Con-
nectional Table as “a continuous General Conference.”  
This assertion is based on the language of the proposed ¶ 
901.3:

In the exercise of its responsibility prescribed in 
.2 hereof, the Connectional Table shall have authori-
ty during the 2017 to 2020 quadrennium to guide and 
work with all program and administrative agencies and 
connectional bodies, to include the general secretaries, 
of The United Methodist Church, to plan for and imple-
ment the overall restructure and reorganization approved 
by the 2016 General Conference for those agencies and 
bodies. (Emphasis added)

This is clearly an administrative duty assigned by 
the General Conference, in keeping with ¶ 16.8.  The 
provision, if enacted, would meet both the “initiate” and 
“direct” requirements of ¶ 16.8.  It is constitutionally 
acceptable.

Plan UMC Revised has dimensions that are consti-
tutionally sound and dimensions that are constitutionally 
uncertain or defective.  The Judicial Council does not 
take a positon on the wisdom and soundness of the pro-
posals of Plan UMC Revised; that is a legislative deter-
mination to be made by the General Conference.

Decision

Plan UMC Revised contains components that fail 
the test of constitutionality and components that are, as 
stated, entirely constitutional.  The appropriateness of the 
constitutionally adequate portions of Plan UMC Revised 
as an action of the General Conference is a legislative 
matter left to the processes of the General Conference.

May 9, 2016

CONCUR IN PART  
AND DISSENT IN PART 

In part, I concur with my colleagues in determining 
portions of Plan UMC to be constitutional and portions 
to be unconstitutional.  On the other hand, I dissent 
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from the conclusion that ¶¶ 901.3 and 901.4 fail the test 
of constitutionality.  Paragraph 901.3 is clear that the 
Connectional Table is acting only on the instruction of 
the General Conference; that is not a delegation of the 
“initiate and direct” authority that ¶ 16.8 grants to Gener-
al Conference.  Paragraph 901.4 speaks of consolidation 
of administrative services; that is in keeping with the ad-
ministrative role the Constitution gives to boards created 
by the General Conference (¶ 16.8).  Paragraphs 901.3 
and 901.4 of Plan UMC Revised are constitutional.

F. Belton Joyner, Jr.
May 9, 2016

CONCUR IN PART  
AND DISSENT IN PART

I concur with my colleagues’ conclusions regarding 
the unconstitutional portions of the petition however 
I disagree with the proposition that the matter may be 
brought to the Judicial Council prior to the convening 
of General Conference.  The Judicial Council review of 
proposed General Conference legislation, which is autho-
rized under ¶ 2609.2, is permitted when General Confer-
ence is in session.  This is particularly important because 
each General Conference votes on its own Rules of Order 
and Plan of Organization.  For example, by the setting of 
their rules at the commencement of General Conference, 
the members could potentially decide, albeit unlikely 
and probably imprudent, that they will not consider any 
documents that were submitted by one church or one 
person as constituting legislation properly before the 
body.  Similarly, the General Conference might choose to 
recognize as proper legislation only those documents that 
were submitted by an annual conference.  Under either 
of those hypotheticals the petition in this case would be 
excluded as “proposed legislation” of the General Con-
ference because it was submitted by an individual.

Furthermore, I believe that the Judicial Council 
and the Council of Bishops are at risk of improperly 
influencing the early stages of the legislative process by 
giving attention and visibility to documents which might 
not otherwise garner much excitement or support from 
a meaningful number of the General Conference dele-
gates.  Each General Conference is a newly constituted 
body and is unique from those that convened before 
it and from those that will sit thereafter.  What excites 
one General Conference one year may be replaced by a 
different concern of the General Conference that meets 
four years later.  The issues and concerns that occupy 
one particular General Conference will not be exactly 
the same for the General Conference the convenes four 

years later.  Our history seems to bear this out despite the 
overlap in membership (e.g., persons that are re-elected 
as General Conference delegates).  One quick example is 
all of the work and energy surrounding legislation at the 
1992 General Conference which called for the relocation 
of the General Board of Global Ministries from New 
York City to Restin, Virginia.  I recall intensive lobbying 
by interested parties for and against the move as well 
as lapel pins that were available to wear as a continual 
witness by those in opposition to the relocation.  Despite 
the very strong and committed beliefs of those who 
sought the move at the 1992 General Conference, four 
years later at the 1996 General Conference there was no 
attention nor debate concerning the relocation of GBGM 
to Virginia nor anywhere else.  

It is also of concern that a petition lifted by the 
Council of Bishops for review and ruling (a declaratory 
decision) by the Judicial Council is, by this very process, 
given visibility prior to the convening of General Confer-
ence.  Such visibility, conferred before the commence-
ment of General Conference, by the Council of Bishops 
and the Judicial Council under ¶ 2609.2 can constitute 
an unfair advantage over other issues, legislation, and 
legislative priorities which emerge once General Confer-
ence convenes.  The reason that it is unfair is because the 
only bodies that can ask the Judicial Council to review 
proposed General Conference legislation are the General 
Conference itself and the Council of Bishops.  General 
Conference cannot ask for a declaratory decision until it 
convenes.  I believe that the authority of the Council of 
Bishops is likewise defined in scope by the commence-
ment of the General Conference session.  

Even if one agrees with the position taken by the 
majority (that the Judicial Council can entertain this 
request for declaratory decision on this potential Gen-
eral Conference legislation prior to the commencement 
of General Conference), it is an unwise and imprudent 
path to take.  In the mere consideration of this matter we 
(the Council of Bishops and the Judicial Council) are 
presupposing the will of the 2016 General Conference by 
assuming that the petition will be of interest sufficient to 
trigger the need to ask whether it contains any unconsti-
tutional provisions.  Of greater concern is that we – the 
judicial and administrative arms of the Church - have 
engaged in conduct that can influence the legislative 
process by prematurely lifting up a document (submitted 
by one person for this General Conference) and giving it 
visibility and energy that might not otherwise exist in the 
newly assembled 2016 General Conference.  

Even with full awareness of the depths to which our 
institutional political rivers flow in The United Meth-
odist Church, I very strongly believe in the movement 
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of the Holy Spirit and have witnessed it at work as it 
enables the members of the General Conference to have 
new insights that were not wholly envisioned prior to 
the commencement of the General Conference.  Our 
pre-General Conference legislative review can influence 
those initial and early phases of legislative prioritization 
by the members of General Conference.  We need to take 
great care and ensure that it is the body of delegates that 
determines the legislative priorities for its 2016 General 
Conference and that this legislative body does so uninflu-
enced and unhampered by  the early interventions of the 
Judiciary and Administrative arms of the church (e.g., the 
Judicial Council and the Council of Bishops).

Beth Capen
May 9, 2016
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Vital Conversations Report From The General 
Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR)

Institutional Equity is “when church systems, poli-
cies, processes, practices, and the use of resources further 
the inclusion, participation, and access of all in the life 
of the church, at every level, of the worldwide connec-
tion.”––GCORR Board of Directors, 2015

To ensure institutional equity within the worldwide 
United Methodist Connection, GCORR critically exam-
ines expressions of racial and cultural injustices in local 
and global contexts: sets goals for overcoming them, 
intentionally measuring progress and resourcing intercul-
turally competent leaders (lay and clergy) to promote and 
sustain institutional equity within the worldwide United 
Methodist Connection. 

It is important during our General Conference to 
understand that equality is not the same as equity. Both 
terms point toward treating all people the same––with 
dignity, worth, and as children of God who have voice, 
power, and choice. Both terms point toward a deep desire 
that every person has the opportunity to reach their full 
potential, not only to survive but also to thrive. Both 
terms point toward a day when race, age, socio-econom-
ic status, mobility, gender, sexual orientation, or other 
differences do not determine access to resources,  
mediate success, or designate one’s level of inclusion or 
well-being. 

Equality says… Equity says… 

Everyone already begins from an 
equal place, with equal access to 
resources, and an equal chance to 
survive and thrive.  

The structures or systems of education, politics, economics, 
health care, the Church, power, and others have been created in 
such a way that discrimination “lives” within the structures 
themselves.  

The “rules” of the game are the same 
for everyone. 

Even if the rules of the game are the same, the game itself is 
“rigged” to privilege some at the expense of others. 

Oppressions (racism, classism…) will 
end when the experiences and the 
expressions of oppression end.  

Oppressions (racism, classism…) will end when we dismantle 
the assumptions, values, and sources of oppression that lead to 
the experiences and the expressions of oppression.  

Everyone has the right to vote. Everyone has the same access to voting. (For example, everyone 
has the same distance to travel to voting stations, hours of voting 
allow everyone to get to voting stations, the voting ballots are 
available in a language the voter can understand well, and so 
forth.) 

We can eradicate racism by “doing no 
harm.” For example, racism will end 
when we refuse to reproduce the 
harms that oppress people of color.  

We can eradicate racism by “doing no harm and doing good.” 
For example, racism will end when we actively work toward 
justice by both refusing to reproduce harms we know lead to 
racial injustice and also actively struggling to dismantle the 
causes of racial inequity. 
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What might this look like in our context of General 
Conference 2016, in which we seek to more fully explore 
and become a worldwide United Methodist Church 
in our systems, practices, leadership, and priorities? 
Self-monitoring requires each of us individually and as 
groups to care about and for equity for others in our leg-
islative groups and plenaries. It calls us to examine what 
the impact and outcomes of our actions will be upon all 
people and communities in this worldwide church. This 
is a contemporary expression of Wesley’s historic chal-
lenge to be perfected by the love of Christ in our behav-
iors and actions with one another. General Secretary Erin 
Hawkins offered a contemporary variation in her address 
to the plenary on Tuesday afternoon, saying this is about 
“going inward to survey the worlds of our hearts, the 
place of spiritual perception, and witnessing one anoth-

er from that place, rather than from our own opinions, 
biases and judgments.”

The challenge will be how each of us lives out 
this commitment to equity when debate becomes more 
engaged, passionate, and fast-paced. Do we recall the 
words of Bishop Gregory Palmer in the Episcopal Ad-
dress when he stressed humility? Here are some potential 
areas to be attentive to:

• ready and consistent access to translation;
• understanding of the queue and clarification on 

procedural motions;
• who is most impacted by the legislation, and who 

most benefits? 

Let us move on toward being perfected in love.

General Commission on the Status and Role 
of Women Monitoring Report

Three United Methodists, representing the fullness 
of our diversity, walked into a bar . . . actually THE bar, 
of a legislative committee, and were elected to leadership 
positions. Well, not in every case, but there were some 
really nice moments in the elections yesterday, when 
delegates stood up to remind us to be inclusive. They are 
our “Stars of Inclusion.”

In two cases, male delegates pointed out the need for 
gender diversity. After the election of two males as chair 
and vice-chair in the Local Church Legislative Com-
mittee, John Brooks of Alabama-West Florida, pointed 
out that women were needed in the leadership as well as 
men. Indeed, they then elected a woman as secretary, and 
as one of their sub-committee chairs. 

In the Global Ministry Legislative Committee, 
Mande Muyombo of North Katanga was nominated to 
be secretary, but withdrew his name, saying he hoped a 
woman would be elected, having just elected two men 
as chair and vice-chair. A woman was then elected as 
secretary, and Muyombo was later elected to chair one of 
the two sub-committees. The other sub-committee chair 
is a woman.

In Judicial Administration, after the three primary of-
ficers were elected, Stephen Sparks, clergy from Missis-
sippi, noted that all of those elected were clergy, thereby 
reminding the group to consider laity in the election of 

sub-committee chairs. A layperson was then elected as 
one of the sub-committee chairs.

One other nice moment was noted, though not 
associated with any particular individual. In Church and 
Society 1, after the time of Christian conferencing, one 
of the small groups got together to take what one person 
called “family photos” of the group. They wanted to cap-
ture that moment of unity before the inevitable disagree-
ments occur. The photo can remind them of that first day 
and the connectedness they share.  

Despite those stories of inclusion, the results of the 
elections were mixed. Church and Society 2 elected all 
three males to the top leadership spots, while no commit-
tee elected only women. Four committees elected only 
clergy, while one committee elected only laity. Nota-
bly, nine of the twelve vice-chairs are from the Central 
Conferences, only one a woman, but all of the chairs are 
from the United States. Eight of the twelve secretaries 
are women, a job often relegated to women, and four 
of them are the only women on the leadership team. 
Come on people––we can do better! But a big shout-out 
to John Brooks, Mande Muyomb, and Stephen Sparks. 
There were probably others we didn’t notice or who 
worked more quietly, but these three certainly deserve 
our thanks.
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Nominations Received as of May 12, 2016
The following pages list the nominations for The Judicial Council, The University Senate, and The Commission on 
the General Conference received by the Secretary of the General Conference as of May 12. The list includes nomi-
nees from the Council of Bishops and nominees from the floor, and indicates whether the Annual Conference  affil-
iation and contact information of each nominee has been provided. Please bring corrections and additional informa-
tion to the office of the Secretary of the General Conference in B-119. All information, including 100-word bios for 
Judicial Council delegates, must be received by 5:00pm on Friday, May 13.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judicial Council Nominations from the Council of Bishops 

Lay 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
Randall Miller   
Deanell Reese Tacha   
Warren Plowden   
Martha Hill   
Sandra Lutz   
Ruben Reyes   
Andrew Vobrich   
Kent Fulton   
Scott Delconte   
 

Clergy 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
Kathi Austin Mahle   
F. Belton Joyner   
Timothy K. Bruster   
Oyvind Helliesen   
Luan-Vu Tran   
LaTrelle Easterling   
 

Judicial Council Nominations from the Floor (in order of nomination) 

Lay 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
Lidia Romao Gulele Mozambique South yes 
Joe Kilpatrick North Georgia yes 
Jacob Apari Lawan Northern Nigeria yes 
Solomon Christian Memphis  
Travis Holdman Indiana  
Ron Enns Northwest Texas yes 
Leah Taylor Texas yes 
Philip Moots West Ohio  
Jack Rider Northern Illinois yes 
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Clergy 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
William Lawrence North Texas yes 
Diana DeWitt Tennessee  
Angela Brown Cal-Nevada yes 
Gregory Stover West Ohio yes 
Stephen Sparks Mississippi yes 
 

 

University Senate Nominations from the Council of Bishops 

CEO 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
Mary Elizabeth Moore   
Albert Mosley   
Kasap Owan Tshibang   
Lallene Rector   
Laceye Warner   
Beth Downs   
 

Other Relevant Positions 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
Bill Arnold   
Helene Slessarev-Jamir   
Walter M. Kimbrough   
Fred Slabach   
Cristian De La Rosa   
Drew Dyson   
 
University Senate Nominations from the Floor (in order of nomination) 

CEO 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
Nathanael Ohouo Côte d’Ivoire yes 
Kasap Owan Tshibang North-West Katanga yes 
Carlito S. Puno Quezon City Philippines 

East 
 

 

Other Relevant Positions 

Name Conference Contact Info Provided? 
Edgardo Colon-Emerick North Carolina yes 
Hugo Magallanes South Georgia yes 
David Watson Ohio yes 
Jack Jackson Florida yes 
Heather Murry Elkins West Virginia yes 
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Paperwork filed but nomination not found in Proceedings transcripts. 

Nembe Jacqueline 
Luhahi 

East Congo  

 

Paperwork received specified University Senate, but these individuals were named during the Judicial Council 
nominations. 

Ben Banza Ilunga North Katanga  
Michel Shuwembo 
Lomena Lodi 

East Congo  

 

Commission on the General Conference Nominations from the Council of Bishops 

Jurisdiction or Central 
Conference 

Name Contact Info Provided? Class of 2024 or 
additional? 

North Central 
Jurisdiction 

Gary George  Class of 2024 

Northeastern 
Jurisdiction 

Ginger Elise Gaines-
Cirelli 

 Class of 2024 

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Laura Merrill  Class of 2024 

Southeastern 
Jurisdiction 

Steven Furr  Class of 2024 

Western Jurisdiction Marie Kuch-Stanovsky  Class of 2024 
Africa Central 
Conference 

Mills Maliwa  Class of 2024 

Philippines Central 
Conference 

Phebe Cosmiano  Class of 2024 

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Juliet Spencer  additional 

 

Commission on the General Conference Nominations from the Floor (in order of Jurisdiction or Central Conference) 

Jurisdiction or Central 
Conference 

Name Contact Info Provided? Class of 2024 or 
additional? 

Africa Central 
Conference 

Betty Katiyo yes  

Africa Central 
Conference 

Carol Alois Ososo   

Africa Central 
Conference 

Joáo Manuel da Graca yes  

North Central 
Jurisdiction 

Beth Ann Cook yes  

North Central 
Jurisdiction 

Irma Clark yes  

North Central 
Jurisdiction 

Dee Stickley-Miner   

North Central 
Jurisdiction 

Judy Zabel yes  

North Central Ryan Russell yes  
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Jurisdiction or Central 
Conference 

Name Contact Info Provided? Class of 2024 or 
additional? 

Jurisdiction 
North Central 
Jurisdiction 

Gregory Best yes  

Northeastern 
Jurisdiction 

Joseph DiPaolo yes  

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Dixie Brewster yes  

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Chappell Temple yes  

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Danny Soliz yes  

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

John Miles yes  

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Margie Briggs   

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Rich Jones yes  

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Yvette Richards   

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Marquis Hobbs   

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Janice Gilbert yes  

South Central 
Jurisdiction 

Miller Wilbourn yes  

Southeastern 
Jurisdiction 

Emily Chastain yes  

Young adult Marshall Bailey   
Young adult Riley O’Flynn   
Youth Havea Tukutau yes  
Youth Ariel Murphy yes  
Youth Shayla Jordan yes  
Youth Ande Emmanuel yes  
 Michelle Bogue-Trost yes  
 Judy Colorado yes  
 

Paperwork filed but nomination not found in Proceedings transcripts. 

Category Name Contact Info Provided? Class of 2024 or 
additional? 

Africa Central 
Conference 

Tunda Kasongo Lukali 
Prosper 

  

 

All information, including 100-word bios for Judicial Council delegates, must be received by 5:00pm on Friday,  
May 13.
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Central Conference  
Pensions

• Eligible UMC clergy  
have a retirement benefit

• $25 million raised— 
sustaining future  
pension payments

• 2,922 receiving benefits 

Your donations and pledges 
made this possible—thank you!

Sustainable  
Benefits

• Eligible UMC clergy have 
lifetime benefits 

• Pension assets— 
$20 billion—sustaining  
future benefit payments

• 92,000 participants 

Caring for clergy and lay workers
Pensi

Sustainable  
Investing

• Wespath Investment 
Management division— 
a force for change 

• Active ownership— 
corporate engagement

• Investing for  
a sustainable future

Global investor—global impact

UMNS

The official United Methodist Church movers.

©2015 Bekins® and This is moving. are registered trademarks of Bekins Van Lines, Inc.
 MC 770031 | USDOT 2256609    

800.248.7960, ext. 369 | Bekins.com

TM

Contact Dave Belford at Crown Moving & Storage, 
interstate agent for Bekins Van Lines, Inc.

For more than 100 years, Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University has been preparing real people 
to make a real difference in the real world. Here, 
more than 10,000 students have been shaped into 
Christian leaders who put faith and love into action, 
transforming the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Offering 17 degrees, including a new online Doctor of 
Ministry.  Join us at candler.emory.edu.



Daily Edition Vol. 4, No. 4 1943

1    Plan of Organization and Rules of Order 
2     for the General Conference 
 
3       PREAMBLE 
4 From the days of John Wesley, the “People called Methodist” have gathered and continue to 
 
5 gather for Christian conferencing as a means of grace. The early Methodists, even as they 
 
6 attended to practical needs of the movement, focused primarily on spiritual matters. The spiritual 
 
7 affairs of the Church and its mission are always before the body whether or not they are apparent 
 
8 in the passions of debate on temporal concerns. Through Christian conferencing the Church 
 
9 comes together, seeking unity in the midst of diversity, always desiring to know the mind of 
 
10 Christ. The General Conference is the representative, deliberative body for The United Methodist 
 
11 Church. It has developed an orderly, rational, and fair process for making majority decisions in 
 
12  the practical affairs of the Church; yet, it also protects the rights of minority positions. The 
 
13 delegates come together in firm conviction that the unity of United Methodism is God’s will and 
 
14 the best way to “spread scriptural holiness” in this global movement of the Church. 
 
15 
 
16 The purpose of the Plan of Organization and Rules of Order is to help the General Conference be 
 
17 a means of grace, discerning God’s will and striving for Christ-like wisdom in all of our decisions. 
 
18 In the midst of deliberation, we may pause, listen in silence, pray together, and refocus our vision 
 
19 on where the Spirit is leading the Church. These times of silence, prayer, and discernment may 
 
20 be varied and surprising. While they are not substitutes for respectful and orderly debate, they do 
 
21 serve to hold our temporal affairs up to the light of the larger, common mission of The United 
 
22 Methodist Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Trusting 
 
23 that God is at work throughout all of life, the General Conference invites the Church and others to 
 
24 observe our deliberations by conducting our business in open meetings (consistent with ¶ 722 of 
 
25 the Book of Discipline).” 
 
26 
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27     PLAN OF ORGANIZATION 
28 
 
29 I. Opening Session and Organization 
 
30 The General Conference will assemble at the set time and place beginning with worship.  
 
31 The opening business session of the Conference shall be called to order by the bishop 
 
32 designated, as provided in the Book of Discipline ¶ 16.11. 
 
33 
 
34 The following order of business shall be observed: 
 
35 A. Roll Call. The record of attendance shall be made in writing to the Secretary of the General 
 
36  Conference by: 
 
37  1) The Secretary of the Council of Bishops for the bishops, 
 
38  2) The Secretary of the Judicial Council for that body, 
 
39  3) The Executive Secretary of the Connectional Table for all general secretaries,  
 
40  4) The chairperson of each annual conference delegation for its membership (See Rule 5), and  
 
41  5) The chairperson of each delegation for Concordat, Affiliated Autonomous Methodist and 
 
42  United Churches. 
 
43 B. Establish the bar of the conference. 
 
44 C. Report of the Commission on the General Conference. 
 
45  1) Adoption of the Plan of Organization and Rules of Order  
 
46 D. Elections 
 
47  1) Coordinator of Calendar (See IV.C) 
 
48 E. Report of Committee on Agenda. 
 
49 F. Miscellaneous Business. 
 
50 G. Adjournment. 
 
51 

 
52     II. Episcopal, Laity, and Young People Addresses 
 
53 The Quadrennial Addresses shall be delivered early in the Conference, at such hour as 
 
54 determined by the Commission on the General Conference. The Council of Bishops shall 
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55 coordinate the preparation and presentation of the Quadrennial Episcopal Address. The 
 
56 Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders shall coordinate the preparation and presentation 
 
57 of the Quadrennial Lay Address. This opportunity shall be open to all annual conference lay 
 
58 leaders. The United Methodist Division of Ministries with Young People shall coordinate the 
 
59 preparation and presentation of the Quadrennial Young People Address. This opportunity shall be 
 
60 open to all young people. 
 
61 
 
62      III. Presiding Officers 
 
63 The presiding officers for the plenaries of the Conference, the opening plenary excepted (See 
 
64 Section I), shall be chosen from among the effective bishops by the Committee on Presiding 
 
65 Officers (See Section VII.A.6). 
 
66 
 
67     IV. Secretary of the General Conference 
 
68 A. The Secretary of the General Conference shall be responsible for all functions of the office 
 
69  assigned by ¶ 504.3 in preparation for the session of the General Conference, and shall be 
 
70  accountable to the Commission on the General Conference. 
 
71 B. The Secretary of the General Conference shall select persons from the clergy and lay 
 
72  membership of The United Methodist Church to serve on the secretarial support staff. 
 
73 C. The Conference shall elect, upon nomination by the Secretary of the General Conference, a 
 
74  Coordinator of Calendar, who shall assist the Committee on Agenda and Calendar in presenting 
 
75  reports in such order as to expedite the business of the Conference, and in other responsibilities 
 
76  of the committee (See I.D.1 and VII.A.1). 
 
77 D. The Secretary of the General Conference shall appoint a Petitions Secretary who shall 
 
78  prepare the petitions, resolutions, and reports that meet the requirements of Book of Discipline 
 
79  ¶ 507 for reference to the appropriate legislative committee, subject to review by the Committee 
 
80  on Reference (See Section VII.A.7). 
 
81 E. A budget for the work of the Secretary of the General Conference shall be presented by the 
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82  Commission on the General Conference to the General Council on Finance and Administration. 
 
83  Such budget shall be paid out of the General Administration Fund.  
 
84 F. If in the interim of the quadrennial sessions of the General Conference the office of the 
 
85  Secretary of the General Conference shall be vacated for any reason, the Council of Bishops 
 
86  shall elect a successor to serve until the next session. 
 
87 
 
88     V. Nominations and Elections 

 
89 The Secretary of the General Conference shall develop a timeline for the submission of 
 
90 nominations, elections and appointments by the Council of Bishops. In making these 
 
91 nominations, elections and appointments, attention shall be given to ensuring continuity of 
 
92 membership from the previous quadrennium. It shall be the responsibility of the Council of 
 
93 Bishops to present nominations for the Commission on the General Conference, Standing 
 
94 Committee on Central Conference Matters, General Conference administrative committees, and 
 
95 secretary-designate of the General Conference. These nominations shall be presented to the 
 
96 General Conference for election.  
 
97 
 
98 Disciplinary provisions shall govern the nomination and election procedures for: 
 
99  General Council on Finance and Administration (¶ 805.1) 
 
100  General Board of Pension and Health Benefits (¶ 1502.1) 
 
101  General Commission on Archives and History (¶ 1704.2) 
 
102  The University Senate (¶ 1414.2) 
 
103  The Judicial Council (¶¶ 2602, 2603, 2604.1) 
 
104 and Episcopal membership on: 
 
105  General Board of Church and Society (¶ 705.4d) 
 
106  General Board of Discipleship (¶ 705.4d) 
 
107  General Board of Global Ministries (¶¶ 705.4d, 1311.6) 
 
108  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (¶¶ 705.4d) 
 
109 
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110 The Daily Christian Advocate shall publish the list of nominees for election to the Judicial 
 
111 Council and the University Senate. Biographical sketches not to exceed 100 words in 
 
112 length shall be submitted by each nominee and shall be published as submitted. 
 
113 
 
114 VI. Commission on the General Conference 
 
115 A. There shall be a Commission on the General Conference comprised of lay and clergy 
 
116  membership as defined by ¶ 511 of the Book of Discipline. They shall have oversight 
 
117  responsibility for all arrangements necessary for the meeting of the General Conference. 
 
118 1. Languages of the General Conference:  The Daily Christian Advocate will be 
 
120  published in English. Simultaneous and/or one-on-one interpretation of plenary and 
 
121  legislative committee sessions will be offered in French, Portuguese, Spanish, KiSwahili,   
 
122  German, Russian, Korean, and American Sign Language and/or others as determined by 
 
123  the Commission on the General Conference in consultation with the Multilingual Resources 
 
124  of the General Board of Global Ministries. 
 
125 2. Duly credentialed interpreters or other personal assistants for persons with special needs 
 
126  may be seated when necessary with voting delegates in all committee and plenary sessions. 
 
127 
 
128 VII. Committees 
 
129 The General Conference shall have standing committees and special committees as it may order, 
 
130 with such functions, responsibilities, and limitations as assigned. 
 
131 
 
132 A. Administrative Committees 
 
133 The members of the following committees shall be appointed by the Council of Bishops 
 
134 at its fall meeting preceding the General Conference. All except the Committee on Correlation 
 
135 and Editorial Revision shall be from the elected delegates to the General Conference (See  
 
136 Section V). Members of administrative committees that meet prior to the day on which 
 
137 the General Conference convenes shall receive the delegate per diem for each additional 
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138 day on which their attendance is required. Delegates who are appointed to such committees less 
 
139 than 60 days prior to the opening session of General Conference shall be entitled to 
 
140 reimbursement for any additional transportation costs. 
 
141 
 
142 1) Agenda and Calendar 
 
143  (a)  There shall be a Committee on Agenda and Calendar composed of fifteen members, one 
 
149      from each central conference and jurisdiction, at least six of whom shall be laypersons; 
 
150      the Coordinator of the Calendar; the Chairperson of the Program Committee of the Commission 
 
151      on the General Conference or designee; and the Chairperson of the Commission on the 
 
152      General Conference or designee.  
 
153     No member of the committee shall be chairperson of a legislative committee or a staff person 
 
154      of any general agency. The committee shall be convened, for the purpose of organization, by 
 
155     the Secretary of the General Conference, or designee, at least the day before the opening 
 
156      of the General Conference. Following the presentation and adoption of the report of the 
 
157      Commission on the General Conference at the opening session of the General Conference, the 
 
158      Committee on Agenda and Calendar shall immediately become responsible for guiding 
 
159      the order of business of the Conference. 
 
160  (b) The Committee on Agenda and Calendar shall: 
 
161      (1) Present calendar reports in such an order as to expedite the business of the Conference, 
 
162      (2) Inform the bishop presiding as soon as possible of the agenda items,  
 
163  including order of priority, to be considered, 
 
164      (3) Keep an overview of calendar progress; 
 
165     (4)  Report recommendations to each session of the General Conference 
 
166  concerning business agenda, including time allocation and order in which 
 
167  legislative committee reports shall be presented; 
 
168     (5)  Give priority in plenary for legislative consideration as calendar items become 
 
169  available: first to items affecting the global church, second to items with financial 
 
170  implications, and third to items with minority reports; 
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171     (6) Announce, at the last plenary session of each day, a tentative agenda for the next day; 
 
172     (7) Consult daily with the legislative committee chairpersons to expedite 
 
173  the business of the General Conference; and 
 
174     (8) Receive all requests for special orders of the day, except those in the report of the 
 
175  Commission on the General Conference on the first day of the Conference. 
 
176  (c) Proposals, questions, communications, resolutions, and other matters not included in the 
 
177     regular business of the General Conference shall be referred to the Committee on Agenda and 
 
178     Calendar without motion or debate. This committee shall determine whether the matter  
 
179     presented shall be considered by the General Conference. A decision of this committee may 
 
180     be appealed by submitting to the Conference the signatures of ten delegates. The item shall 
 
181     be presented to the Conference if the appeal is supported by a one-third vote. 
 
182 
 
183 2) Correlation and Editorial Revision 
 
184 There shall be a Committee on Correlation and Editorial Revision of eight 
 
185 persons and two alternates not delegates to the General Conference, and the 
 
186 Book Editor or designee, who shall be an ex-officio member. They shall be 
 
187 entitled to reimbursement of expenses for attendance at meetings of the 
 
188 committee. The Book Editor or designee shall convene the committee for the 
 
189 purpose of organization. During the session of General Conference and following its 
 
190 adjournment, the function of this committee shall be: 
 
191  (a) To review all proposed legislation reported in the Daily Christian Advocate or 
 
192  presented in special reports to the General Conference. The committee shall report to 
 
193  the committees concerned, or to the General Conference as the situation may warrant,  
 
194  all contradictions, duplications, and inconsistencies discovered. 
 
195  (b) To assure that, when a calendar item approved on the Consent Calendar or under an 
 
196  omnibus vote is found to be in conflict with parts of another calendar item discussed 
 
197  and voted upon at a plenary session, the item discussed and voted shall prevail. 
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198  (c) To edit the Book of Discipline in accordance with Section X.B. 
 
199 
 
200 3) Courtesies and Privileges 
 
201 There shall be a Committee on Courtesies and Privileges 
 
204 composed of twelve members, one from each central 
 
205 conference and jurisdiction, at least six of whom shall be laypersons. The 
 
206 committee shall be convened by a bishop for the purpose of organization. The 
 
207 committee has the following duties and responsibilities: 
 
208  (a) To consider all matters of privilege and, if they are such, to recommend to 
 
209  the Conference that they be heard. 
 
210  (b) To consider resolutions of commendation, courtesy, appreciation, etc., submitted in 
 
211  writing by delegates. The committee may initiate similar resolutions and may edit and 
 
212  amend those submitted to it. Resolutions approved by the committee shall be published in 
 
213  the Daily Christian Advocate and brought to the floor if the committee considers them of 
 
214  unusual importance or urgency. 
 
215  (c) To arrange for extending appropriate courtesies of the Conference. 
 
216  (d) To limit its report, including the statement of the chairperson and the hearing of 
 
217  such persons as may be presented, to a maximum of ten minutes in any one  
 
218  business day. No person or persons shall be presented whose request has been 
 
219  denied by the Commission on the General Conference, nor after the sixth day unless 
 
220  approved by a two-thirds vote of the Conference (See Rule 31.6). 
 
221 
 
222 4) Credentials 
 
223 There shall be a Committee on Credentials composed of twelve members, 
 
226 one from each central conference and jurisdiction, at least six of whom shall be laypersons. 
 
227 The committee shall be convened by a bishop for the purpose of organization. 
 
228 The committee shall provide guidance to the Secretary of the General Conference 
 
229 regarding the approval of credentials of delegates, and may review decisions 
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230 regarding the seating of delegates, including reserve delegates. The committee shall 
 
231 report to the General Conference its decisions and recommendations regarding challenges 
 
232 to the seating of any delegates. 
 
233 
 
234 5) Journal 
 
235 There shall be a Committee on the Journal of three delegates to approve daily the record of 
 
236 Proceedings of the General Conference prepared by the Secretary of the General Conference 
 
237 and assistant(s). The committee shall be convened by a bishop for the purpose of organization. 
 
238 
 
239 6) Presiding Officers 
 
240 There shall be a Committee on Presiding Officers composed of twelve members, 
 
244 one from each central conference and jurisdiction, six of whom shall be 
 
245 clergy and six of whom shall be laypersons. The committee shall be convened by a bishop 
 
246 for the purpose of organization. The committee shall select and notify the presiding officer(s)  
 
247 of each plenary session at least 24 hours in advance, insofar as possible. The committee shall be 
 
248 free to select a bishop for more than one session and to change the presiding officer 
 
249 during the session, whenever it seems advisable (See Section III). 
 
250 
 
251 7) Reference 
 
252 There shall be a Committee on Reference composed of twenty-four members, one 
 
256 clergy and one lay person from each central conference and jurisdiction. The membership of 
 
257 this committee shall include at least one member from each legislative committee who will be 
 
258 designated as petition coordinator for their legislative committee. If possible, petition coordinators 
 
259 should have served previously on a General Conference legislative committee. These petition 
 
260 coordinators shall serve as advisors to the officers of the legislative committee of which 
 
261 they are members. Additional members from the Committee on Reference shall assist the petition 
 
262 coordinator in the legislative committee of which they are members. This committee shall be 
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263 convened, for the purpose of organization, by the Secretary of the General Conference, or 
 
264 designee, the day prior to the opening of the General Conference. 
 
265 
 
266  (a) After reviewing the proposed assignments by the Secretary of the General Conference of the 
 
267  petitions, resolutions, and similar communications dealing with the regular business of the 
 
268  Conference to legislative committees, this committee shall refer the same to the appropriate 
 
269  legislative committees (See Section IV.D). This committee shall also be responsible for reviewing 
 
270  the assignment, by the Secretary of the General Conference, of all reports, recommendations, 
 
271  and resolutions from general agencies, standing or special commissions and committees, and all 
 
272  other communications which are submitted to the Secretary of the General Conference after the 
 
273  convening of the General Conference, all of which shall be referred directly to appropriate 
 
274  legislative committees without presentation to a plenary session of the General Conference.  
 
275  (b) The Committee on Reference may withdraw an item that has been assigned to a committee, 
 
276  either upon a request or upon its own motion. It may also withhold from reference or 
 
277  publication any document it shall deem improper. 
 
278  (c) The Secretary of the General Conference, or the Petitions Secretary, may withhold from 
 
279  publication any petitions deemed defamatory to a private individual or obscene.  
 
280  The Committee on Reference shall review all such decisions. 
 
281        (d) Where the committee finds two or more substantially identical petitions, it may group 
 
282  them under one title and number, indicating the total number of petitions.  
 
283  (e) No petitions shall be assigned by the Committee on Reference to any General 
 
284  Conference committee unless they meet the requirements of the Book of Discipline. 
 
 
285 B. Advance Legislative Research Panel 
 
286  (a) There shall be an Advance Legislative Research Panel chosen by the  
 
287  Executive Committee of the Commission on the General Conference,  
 
288  composed of a number of members equal to the number of legislative  
 
289  committees.  
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290  (b) Panel members shall be chosen based on their comprehensive  
 
291  knowledge of the Book of Discipline as evidenced by their previous  
 
292  participation in the life of the general church through service on the  
 
293  Judicial Council, the Committee on Correlation and Editorial  
 
294  Revision, or as a conference chancellor. Panel members must be  
 
295  willing to volunteer significant hours prior to General Conference. 
 
296  (c) All petitions received, after being compiled by Disciplinary  
 
297  paragraphs, shall be assigned by legislative committee among the  
 
298  panel members. The panel members, in turn, will review all the  
 
299  petitions they have been assigned and locate any other paragraphs of  
 
300  the Book of Discipline, including the Constitution, which are closely  
 
301  related to the subject matter of the petition, as well as closely related  
 
302  Judicial Council decisions and memoranda. The panel member shall  
 
303  then record the related paragraph, decision, or memoranda with each  
 
304  petition. 
 
305  (d) No judgment or editorial comment about any petition shall be  
 
306  included. 
 
307  (e) The notation of related paragraphs shall become a permanent  
 
308  attachment to the petition as it goes through the General Conference  
 
309  legislative committee process. 
 
310  (f) The legislative committees will consider how related paragraphs  
 
311  would impact or be impacted by adopting such a petition. 
 
312  (g) The Advance Legislative Research Panel’s work shall be coordinated  
 
313  by the Petitions Secretary. 
 
314  (h) A panel member is not precluded from being a delegate to General  
 
315  Conference.  
 
316 
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317 C. Committee on Ethics 
 
318 There shall be a Committee on Ethics, comprised of the members of the Committee of the Plan of 
 
319 Organization and Rules of Order of the General Conference. Individual delegates may report their 
 
320 concerns about alleged violations of the rules to the Secretary of the General Conference who 
 
321 shall investigate, attempt to resolve all such claims, and report the resolution to the 
 
322 Committee on Ethics and to the delegate(s) who raised the concern.  Based on the severity 
 
323 of the concerns, the Secretary of the General Conference may refer the matter to the 
 
324 Committee on Ethics. Alleged violations of the rules may also be referred directly to the 
 
325 Committee on Ethics by a one-fifth vote of the Plenary. The Committee on Ethics shall review 
 
326 all matters referred to it and report its findings to the Plenary with recommended action. 
 
327 
 
328 D. Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters 
 
329 (For membership, see Book of Discipline ¶ 2201.) 
 
330 To this committee shall be referred all petitions, resolutions, etc., relating to the Central 
 
331 Conferences, Autonomous Methodist Churches, Affiliated Autonomous Methodist Churches, 
 
332 Affiliated United Churches and Concordat relationships.  
 
333 Book of Discipline paragraphs  
 
334 28-31…………………… Constitution: Central Conferences 
 
335 423………………………. Conference of Methodist Bishops 
 
336 540-548…………….…. Central Conferences 
 
337 560-567………………. Provisional Central Conferences 
 
338 570-575……………….. Autonomous Methodist, Affiliated Autonomous Methodist, Affiliated 
 
339   United, Covenanting, and Concordat Churches  
 
340 2201……………………. Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters 
 
341 
 
342 The Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters shall submit its report and any 
 
343 legislative proposals related to the paragraphs assigned to it directly to the General 
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344 Conference. If the Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters has a concern 
 
345 for any paragraphs assigned to one of the legislative committees, the Committee 
 
346 shall offer its recommendation to the appropriate legislative committee 
 
347 for consideration and recommendation to the General Conference. 
 
348 
 
349 E. Legislative Committees 
 
350 There shall be legislative committees to whom all properly submitted petitions 
 
351 and reports shall be assigned. The Commission on the General Conference shall 
 
352 set the number of legislative committees and the assignment of Disciplinary 
 
353 paragraphs and topics to those committees in consultation with the Secretary of 
 
354 the General Conference and the Business Manager of the General Conference 
 
355 (¶ 511.4.f). Any legislative committee considering legislation affecting the 
 
356 responsibilities assigned to the Standing Committee on Central Conference 
 
357 Matters shall consult with the committee before submitting its proposed 
 
358 legislation to the Conference. 
 
359 
 
360 F. Membership of Legislative Committees 
 
361 1) Within the annual conference delegation, each delegate shall choose one legislative 
 
362  committee on which to serve, the choice being made in order of election.  
 
363 
 
364  In 2016, the laity first elected, shall be entitled to the first choice, the clergy 
 
365  delegate first elected, the second choice, and thus the right of choice shall continue to alternate 
 
366  between lay and clergy delegates in the order of their election. For 
 
367  subsequent General Conferences, first choice shall alternate between the  
 
368  clergy and lay delegates according to the following schedule: 
 
369   2020  clergy 
 
370   2024  laity 
 
371   2028  clergy 
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372   2032  laity 
 
373   2036  clergy 
 
374   2040  laity 
 
375  Two members of a delegation may not serve on the same legislative 
 
376  committee unless the said delegation is represented on all of them. Whenever a delegation 
 
377  has more than one delegate on a legislative committee, its delegates shall be divided 
 
378  as equally as possible between lay and clergy. Thus, if there are three delegates on 
 
379  a committee, they shall be two clergy and one lay or vice versa. The Secretary of the 
 
380  General Conference shall provide these instructions and examples with the election of 
 
381  delegate instructions sent to each annual conference secretary. 
 
382 
 
383 2) If a matter is under consideration in any legislative committee which in the 
 
384  judgment of any annual conference delegation vitally affects the interests of its 
 
385  constituency, and if the said annual conference is not represented in the membership of said 
 
386  committee, then the delegation may choose one of its delegates to represent its annual 
 
387  conference in the committee when the aforementioned matter is under consideration.  
 
388  This delegate shall be entitled to sit with the committee while this particular  
 
389  matter is being considered and shall have voice, but not vote (See Section VII.G.3.(e)). 
 
390 
 
391 3) Each person seated in the General Conference with voice but not vote may submit 
 
392  to the Secretary of the General Conference a choice of a legislative committee 
 
393  and shall have the same right in that committee to voice but not vote. 
 
394 
 
395 G. Meetings of Committees 
 
396 1) Organization and Quorum of Committees. All legislative and administrative 
 
397 committees shall meet for organization at a time determined by the Commission on the 
 
398 General Conference. A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum for the 
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399 transaction of business in all committees. 
 
400 
 
401 Consistent with the spirit of ¶ 722 in the Book of Discipline, meetings of General 
 
402 Conference committees and subcommittees shall be open. 
 
403 
 
404 2) Administrative Committees 
 
405  (a) A bishop appointed by the Council of Bishops and an organizing secretary appointed 
 
406  by the Secretary of the General Conference shall serve, respectively as chairperson and 
 
407  secretary, to organize the committees, except where other provision is specified. 
 
408  (b) The election of chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary of each administrative 
 
409  committee shall be by separate sequential written ballot for each position.  
 
410  Due consideration shall be given for inclusiveness that reflects the global nature  
 
411  of the church, including gender, age, ethnicity, geography, young people, clergy, and lay. 
 
412 3) Legislative Committees  
 
413 All legislative committees shall meet for organization at such time as the Commission on the 
 
414 General Conference shall determine. A bishop appointed by the Council of Bishops and an 
 
415 organizing secretary appointed by the Secretary of the General Conference shall serve, 
 
416 respectively, as chairperson and secretary, to organize each of the several committees. The first 
 
417 meeting of the legislative committees shall be held as soon as possible following the first plenary 
 
418 session of the General Conference. The orientation of the committee, followed by the 
 
419 election of officers, shall be the order of business of the first meeting of the committee. 
 
420  (a) Election of Officers. The chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary, and sub-committee 
 
421  chairpersons of each committee shall be elected by separate sequential written ballot 
 
422  for each position. Due consideration shall be given for inclusiveness that reflects the global 
 
423  nature of the church, including gender, age, ethnicity, geography, young people, clergy,   
 
424  and lay. If no election by simple majority vote of those voting has occurred  
 
425  after three (3) consecutive ballots, the floor will be reopened for nominations. 
 
426  (b) Training. The Secretary of the General Conference shall be responsible for training all 
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427  chairpersons, vice-chairpersons, secretaries, and sub-committee chairpersons of legislative 
 
428  committees. The training shall include instruction in their duties, all procedures in the handling of 
 
429  petitions, the times of the daily deadline for publishing reports, and other information to expedite 
 
430  the work of the committees. The Commission on the General Conference shall arrange for a time 
 
431  and place for such a training session. No officer shall serve without completing this training. 
 
432 (c) Parliamentarians. Each legislative committee shall be assigned a parliamentarian by the 
 
433  Secretary of the General Conference. Retired bishops nominated by the Council of 
 
434  Bishops shall be included in the pool of parliamentarians. It shall be the responsibility 
 
435  of the Business Manager of the General Conference to develop a pool of other people not 
 
436  currently delegates to serve as parliamentarians. It is preferred that these persons 
 
437  be members of The United Methodist Church, have knowledge of the Rules of 
 
438  the General Conference, and have training in parliamentary procedure. The retired bishops 
 
439  shall be given priority in being assigned to legislative committees. At the invitation 
 
440  of the presiding officer, the parliamentarian advises on matters of parliamentary procedure. 
 
441 (d) Regular Meetings. The legislative committees shall meet for business as scheduled 
 
442  by the Agenda and Calendar Committee unless otherwise ordered by the Conference,  
 
443  and at such other times as the committees may determine provided that no legislative  
 
444  committee shall meet at times that conflict with plenary sessions. Any 
 
445  legislation not completed by the legislative committee at the time of the Saturday 
 
446  evening adjournment of the first week of General Conference shall remain 
 
447  unfinished and legislative committees shall be adjourned (See Rule 37). 
 
448 (e) Voting Area. Each legislative committee and sub-committee shall establish an area in which 
 
449  only voting committee members and their properly credentialed assistant or translator will be 
 
450  seated. The Business Manager of the General Conference shall provide four designated seats in 
 
451  each legislative committee for the monitors from the General Commission on Religion and Race 
 
452   and the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women. An area shall also be 
 
453  established for those present with voice but not vote (See Section VII.F.2). Staff members of the 
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454  Secretary of General Conference and Business Manager of General Conference may speak in 
 
455  the performance of their duties. General agency staff, other resource persons, and visitors may 
 
456  speak only when authorized, in each instance by vote of 1/3 of the 
 
457  committee or sub-committee or by invitation of the chair (See Rule 31.3). 
 
458 (f) Minority Reports. Minority reports allow for the expression of differing views held by a 
 
459  significant portion of a legislative committee and may be offered in accordance with 
 
460  Rules 29, 38, and 39. 
 
461 (g) Reports. Legislative Committee Reports should be submitted as soon as possible 
 
462  following the action of the committee. All Legislative Committee Reports 
 
463  shall be submitted prior to 5 P.M. on Monday of the second week. 
 
464 
 
465 H. Function and Authority of Committees 
 
466 1) The administrative committees, without specific instruction or direction from 
 
467  the Conference, shall assume responsibility for considering and reporting to the 
 
468  Conference upon all matters that fall within their respective responsibilities (See 
 
469  Section VII.A). 
 
470 2) The legislative committees shall consider and report upon that which is 
 
471  referred to them by the Committee on Reference or which has been referred to 
 
472  them directly by the Conference (See Rule 36). 
 
473 
 
474  VIII. Proposal Involving Expenditure of Unbudgeted Funds 
 
475 A. Any action proposed to the General Conference plenary to establish an interim or 
 
476  continuing board, commission, committee, or task force shall be referred to the General 
 
477  Council on Finance and Administration and the Connectional Table or their executive 
 
478  committees or their expenditure review group for a report and recommendation before  
 
479  final action is taken. The General Council on Finance and Administration and 
 
480  the Connectional Table or their executive committees or their expenditure review group 
 
481  shall provide the General Conference with the following before action is taken: 
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482  1) an estimated budget for the proposed board, commission, committee or task force 
 
483  for the next quadrennium; and 
 
484  2) a statement explaining how the creation of the proposed board, commission, committee,  
 
485  or task force will affect the budget or budgets for existing boards, commissions, committees 
 
486  and task forces already presented by the General Council on Finance and Administration. 
 
487 
 
488 B. Any action proposed to the General Conference plenary that involves the expenditure of 
 
489  funds shall be referred to the General Council on Finance and Administration and the 
 
490  Connectional Table or their executive committees or their expenditure review group 
 
491  for advice and recommendation before final action is taken. Any general agency requests 
 
492  for supplemental funds shall be identified as such; otherwise, they shall be considered as 
 
493  having been included within the agency budget. 
 
494 
 
495 C. Any proposal falling under the provisions of this section shall be referred to the 
 
496  General Council on Finance and Administration and the Connectional Table or their 
 
497  executive committees or their expenditure review group at least seventy-two hours 
 
498  prior to the scheduled adjournment of the General Conference. 
 
499 
 
500  IX. Delegate Expenses 
 
501 A. Full travel expenses and per diem shall be paid for the number of allotted voting 
 
502  delegates from each conference according to the report of the chairperson of each 
 
503  annual conference delegation. If during the conference, a reserve delegate is seated 
 
504  for a principal delegate for one or more full days, the principal delegate shall adjust 
 
505  the per diem with such reserve based on the time served by each. 
 
506 
 
507 B. Air travel shall be by the most economical round-trip coach airfare directly to and 
 
508  from the site of the General Conference. Special excursion and promotional fares shall be 
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509  utilized whenever possible. Additional expenses may be allowed delegates from conferences 
 
510  outside the United States for arrival and departure not to exceed two days before or after General 
 
511  Conference. The per diem expense allowance for all such days before and after General Conference 
 
512  shall be at the same rate as granted delegates during General Conference. Exceptions to 
 
513  these limitations must be approved by the Business Manager of the General Conference. 
 
514 
 
515 C. When one or more delegates come in the same automobile, the owner will be 
 
516  reimbursed for the actual cost of travel (parking, en route mileage and tolls, en route meals and 
 
517  lodging). Mileage shall be reimbursed at the business rate established by the IRS and will be 
 
518  measured from point of origin to the site of General Conference and return. Meals and lodging shall 
 
519  be reimbursed up to the established General Conference per diem. When the round trip exceeds 
 
520  1,000 miles for any one round trip, the cost of transportation shall be paid either on the actual 
 
521  costs as defined above or at the most economical airfare available plus airport-related ground 
 
522  transportation cost, whichever is less. Passengers who are the principal 
 
523  voting delegates to the General Conference shall submit only the cost of room 
 
524  and meals en route up to the established General Conference per diem rate. 
 
525 
 
526 D. For the dates General Conference is in session, no General Conference delegate shall 
 
527  receive expense money from the general Church or any of its boards and agencies other 
 
528  than approved per diem and travel expenses available to all delegates. This provision is 
 
529  not to restrict official assistance to delegates from their own annual conferences. 
 
530 
 
531  X. Material to Be Included in the Book of Discipline 
 
532 A. Non-legislative material (Pages 1-22, 2012 Book of Discipline) shall be referred to the 
 
533  Committee on Correlation and Editorial Revision for consideration and possible consultation with 
 
534  the General Commission on Archives and History or referral to the Committee on Reference. 
 
535 
 
536 B. The Book Editor, the Secretary of the General Conference, the Publisher of The United 
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537  Methodist Church, and the Committee on Correlation and Editorial Revision shall be 
 
538  charged with editing the Book of Discipline. Any Disciplinary amendments that are not 
 
539  dependent on constitutional amendments for their effective date will be incorporated in 
 
540  the appropriate paragraphs of the Book of Discipline in the order of their adoption. 
 
541 
 
542  The editors, in the exercise of their judgment, shall have the authority to make 
 
543  changes in wording as may be necessary to harmonize legislation without changing its 
 
544  substance. The editors, in consultation with the Judicial Council, shall also have authority to 
 
545  delete provisions of the Book of Discipline that have been ruled unconstitutional by the Judicial 
 
546  Council. Any challenge of a decision made by the Committee on Correlation and Editorial 
 
547  Revision shall be in writing. If the matter should go to the Judicial Council, the appealing party 
 
548  shall give notice thereof to the committee. Any established errata in the Book of Discipline 
 
549  shall be forwarded by The United Methodist Publishing House to the Council of 
 
550  Bishops, the Secretary of the General Conference, Annual Conference Secretaries, and 
 
551  Annual Conference Directors of Connectional Ministries, and shall be published 
 
552  by the Book Editor on The United Methodist Publishing House website. 
 
553 
 
554  Constitutional amendments certified in accordance with ¶ 59 and enabling legislation 
 
555  adopted in anticipation of the Constitutional amendments shall be published by the Book Editor on 
 
556  the United Methodist Publishing House website following certification. They shall be published 
 
557  in the subsequent Book of Discipline. The Constitutional amendments take effect at the 
 
558  time of certification. The enabling legislation will be effective on January 1, of the year 
 
559  following the certification of the constitutional amendments and will be given effect as if it 
 
560  had been adopted after all other Disciplinary changes affecting a particular paragraph.  
 
561 
 
562 XI. Distribution of Materials within the Bar of the Conference 
 
563 After the first day, only the Daily Christian Advocate and materials related to General 
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564 Conference presentations and produced by official bodies of The United Methodist 
 
565 Church approved by the Secretary of the General Conference shall be distributed by 
 
566 the pages. Pages will distribute communications to individual delegates provided 
 
567 the communication bears the name and location of both the recipient and the sender. 
 
568 
 
569 XII. Distribution of Materials Outside of the Plenary or Committee Room 
 
570 Newsletters or any special interest material from United Methodist boards, agencies, and related 
 
571 United Methodist groups may be distributed under the following conditions:  
 
572 
 
573 A. One copy of each item shall be submitted to the office of the Commission on the General 
 
574  Conference in advance of distribution. 
 
575 
 
576 B. Material distributed shall be relevant to the General Conference and not for soliciting 
 
577  membership in an organization. 
 
578 
 
579 C.  No distributor shall be allowed to distribute within the convention center unless 
 
580  they have obtained written approval from the Business Manager of the General 
 
581  Conference. Each group shall have one contact person who shall register all group 
 
582  members and receive identification for each member. 
 
583 
 
584 D. Distribution shall be at least 30 feet outside any entrance door to the plenary 
 
585  or committee meeting room. 
 
586 
 
587 E. Distribution shall be done by representatives of the above named groups. It is the 
 
588  responsibility of the distributors not to impede or interfere with the entrance or 
 
589  exit of persons or to hamper the general flow of pedestrian traffic. 
 
590 
 
591 F. Distributors are responsible for the disposal of unused or unclaimed materials. 
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592 
 
593 G. Distributors violating these regulations will be prohibited from future distributions. 
 
594 
 
595 XIII. Reports to Be Mailed Before General Conference 
 
596 The reports, recommendations, and resolutions requiring action by the General Conference,  
 
597 as well as petitions submitted in accordance with the Book of Discipline ¶ 507.7, shall 
 
598 first be assigned a Petition Number by the Secretary of the General Conference or the 
 
599 Petitions Secretary and then shall be published in an Advance Edition of the Daily Christian 
 
600 Advocate and distributed to all delegates and to the first clergy and first lay reserve delegates 
 
601 at least ninety days prior to the opening of the General Conference. Reports shall be published 
 
602 in the same style as the Daily Christian Advocate. In order to accomplish this, the finished 
 
603 copy of all such reports and recommendations shall be submitted to the editor of the Daily 
 
604 Christian Advocate at least 210 days prior to the opening of the General Conference. Reports and 
 
605 recommendations not published in an Advance Edition of the Daily Christian Advocate 
 
606 may be received by the General Conference only upon three-fourths vote of the General Conference.  
 
607 The General Council on Finance and Administration shall be exempt from this requirement 
 
608 to the extent necessary to allow inclusion of general funds receipts information for the first 
 
609 three years of the quadrennium. The General Council on Finance and Administration 
 
610 will provide data including the third year of the quadrennium and other appropriate 
 
611 information to delegates prior to the convening of the General Conference. 
 
612 
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613      RULES OF ORDER 
 
614 

 
615           I. Daily Schedule 
 
616 
 
617 Rule 1. Hours of Meetings 
 
618 The following shall be the daily order for the General Conference, Sundays excepted: 
 
619  (1) 8:00 A.M. Morning Praise and Prayer 
 
620  (2) 8:20 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. Christian conferencing through plenary or 
 
621  committee meetings 
 
622  (3) 1:30 or 2:30 P.M. (as specified by the daily schedule) to 5:00 P.M.  
 
623  Christian conferencing through plenary or committee meetings  
 
624  (4) During a Memorial Service, the names of the bishops, bishops’ spouses, and delegates-elect 
 
627  who have died since the adjournment of the previous General Conference shall be called. 
 
628  (5) Recess may be called during any plenary session at a time deemed appropriate by the 
 
629  presiding officer. 
 
630  (6) Daily adjournment shall be called by 6:30 P.M. each evening, except for 
 
631  the day when leader training is scheduled and Saturday when adjournment shall be 
 
632  called by 9:30 P.M. Adjournment shall be an order of the day. 
 
633 
 
634 Rule 2. Order of Christian Conferencing 
 
635 The daily sessions of the Conference shall be conducted as follows: 
 
636  (1) Reports of administrative and special committees 
 
637  (2) Agenda and calendar items 
 
638  (3) Consent calendar (See Rule 33.5) 
 
639  (4) Miscellaneous business 
 
640 
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641      II. Presiding Officers 
 
642 
 
643 Rule 3. Authority of the Presiding Officer 
 
644  (1) The presiding officer (plenary, administrative committees, legislative committees, and  
 
645  sub-committees) shall decide and rule on points of order. A delegate may appeal the ruling 
 
646  to the body without debate, except that the presiding officer and the appellant, in the order here 
 
647  named, shall each have three minutes for a statement in support of their respective positions.  
 
648  A tie vote in the case of appeal shall sustain the presiding officer (See Rule 31.5).  
 
649  Any delegate who raises a point of order shall cite the rule believed to have been violated. 
 
650  (2) At the discretion of the presiding officer, a time for prayerful discernment may be taken 
 
651  during deliberation. Such a time should be for group meditation and prayer and shall end at 
 
652  the call of the presiding officer, at which time deliberation shall be resumed. 
 
653  (3) The presiding officer shall have the right to recess a session of the body at any time at the 
 
654  presiding officer’s discretion and to reconvene at such time as the presiding officer shall 
 
655  propose. Consistent with the spirit of ¶ 722 of the Book of Discipline, in rare circumstances 
 
656  the presiding officer shall also have the right to stipulate that the session shall reconvene in 
 
657  closed session with only delegates, authorized personnel, and authorized guests permitted 
 
658  to attend such a session following recess (See Section VII.G.1). 
 
659 
 
660 Rule 4. Calling the Conference to Order 
 
661 When the presiding officer calls the body to order, no delegate shall speak, address 
 
662 the chair, or stand.  
 
663 
 

664 III. Rights and Duties of Delegates 
 
665 
 
666 Rule 5. Attendance and Seating Reserves 
 
667 The chairperson of each delegation shall be provided with a form on which to report daily the 
 
668 attendance of its delegates. Any reserve seated in the place of a regular delegate shall have 
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669 been duly elected as a reserve delegate by the annual conference and shall meet the 
 
670 requirements set forth in the Book of Discipline ¶¶ 34-36. Delegates, including reserves 
 
671 when the latter are substituted for a delegate or delegates, shall be seated in the order of their 
 
672 election, except when a reserve is seated temporarily or in case of special need as 
 
673 determined by the delegation chairperson. The reserve shall occupy the seat of the delegate 
 
674 for whom the substitution is made. Reserves shall not be seated for delegates presenting 
 
675 on the platform. All delegates arriving after the opening roll call shall be reported by the 
 
676 chairperson of the delegation to the Secretary of the General Conference or designee. No delegate 
 
677 who is duly registered, unless hindered by sickness or other emergency, shall be absent from 
 
678 the sessions of the Conference without permission of the Conference. All absences shall be 
 
679 reported by the chairpersons of the delegations to the Secretary of the General 
 
680 Conference or designee on a form provided for this purpose. Reserve delegates are to function 
 
681 within the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference (See Rules 29 and 33). A reserve 
 
682 delegate may be seated upon authority of the chairperson of the delegation who shall report the 
 
683 substitution in writing to the Secretary of the General Conference or designee on a form 
 
684 provided for this purpose. Reserves are chosen to be seated: 
 
685  (1) by reason of being of the same order as the absent delegate, 
 
686  (2) in order of their election as reserve delegates. 
 
687 If the substitution is challenged, the Committee on Credentials after consultation with the 
 
688 chairperson of the delegation may report its recommendation to the General Conference. 
 
689 
 
690 Rule 6. Directions for Securing the Plenary Floor 
 
691 A delegate desiring to speak to the Conference shall use the tablet at the table to register and 
 
692 make a request to speak. The presiding bishop shall choose from the requests and direct the 
 
693 speaker to the appropriate microphone. Unless raising a point of order or parliamentary inquiry, the 
 
695 delegate shall not speak until given the floor. The bishop presiding shall consider  
 
696 the various sections of the auditorium in rotation. The delegate recognized  
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697 shall first announce her or his name and the name of the conference represented and their 
 
698 reason for speaking. A delegate recognized by the presiding bishop may not yield the floor to 
 
699 another delegate. In the event of tablet failure, a delegate desiring to speak to the Conference 
 
700 shall hold up the appropriate placard to be recognized by the bishop presiding. 
 
701 
 
702 Rule 7. Plenary Speakers For and Against 
 
703  (1) When the report of a committee is under consideration, it shall be the duty of the bishop 
 
704  presiding to ascertain, when recognizing a delegate to the Conference, on which side 
 
705  the delegate proposes to speak; the bishop presiding shall not assign the floor to any 
 
706  delegate proposing to speak on the same side of the pending question as the speaker 
 
707  immediately preceding if any delegate desires to speak on the other side. 
 
708  (2) Except for non-debatable motions (Rule 23), no report shall be adopted or question relating 
 
709  to the same decided, without opportunity having been given for at least two speeches for 
 
710  and two against the said proposal. 
 
711  (3) The motion to call for the previous question, which is itself non-debatable, is not in order 
 
712  without opportunity having been given for at least two speeches for and two against the proposal. 
 
713  Any delegate who moves the previous question (that is, that the vote be now taken on the 
 
714  motion or motions pending) shall also indicate to what it is intended to apply, if any secondary 
 
715  motion or motions are also pending. If said delegate does not so indicate, it shall be regarded 
 
716  as applying only to the immediately pending question. This motion shall be taken without 
 
717  debate and shall require a two-thirds vote of those present and voting for its adoption. If it 
 
718  is adopted, the vote shall be taken on the motion or motions to which it applies without 
 
719  further debate (See Rule 23). After three speeches for and three against and provided no 
 
720  secondary motions come before the floor, the questions shall be put automatically. However, 
 
721  the chairperson and/or duly authorized delegate or delegates presenting the committee’s 
 
722  report, and if there is a minority report, the presenter shall be entitled to speak before the 
 
723  vote is taken (See Rule 29). These speeches shall be limited to three (3) minutes (See Rule 9). 
 
724 
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725 Rule 8. Interrupting the Speaker 
 
726 No delegate who has the floor may be interrupted except for a point of order, a parliamentary 
 
727 inquiry, a point of information, to challenge a misrepresentation, or to call attention that the time 
 
728 has arrived for an order of the day. 
 
729 
 
730 Rule 9. Speaking More Than Once; Length of Speech 
 
731  (1) No delegate shall speak a second time on the same question if any delegate who 
 
732  has not previously spoken on the question desires the floor. 
 
733  (2) No delegate shall speak more than twice on the same subject under the same motion,  
 
734  except as provided in Rule 7.2 
 
735  (3) No delegate shall speak longer than three minutes unless that time is extended by the 
 
736  body (See Rule 7.3). Time of translation shall not count against the three-minute limit. 
 
737  (4) The three-minute limit on delegate speeches may be amended by a majority vote of 
 
738  the body at any time and for any period of duration. 
 
739 
 
740 Rule 10. Point of Order 
 
741 A delegate wishing to raise a point of order shall use the tablet at the table to register and 
 
742 make a request to speak. The presiding bishop shall choose from the requests, interrupt the 
 
743 proceedings, and direct the speaker to the appropriate microphone. In the event of tablet failure,  
 
744 a delegate wishing to raise a point of order shall address the presiding officer and say, “I rise to 
 
745 a point of order.”  The presiding officer shall interrupt the proceeding. If a delegate is speaking,  
 
746 that one shall immediately yield the floor. The presiding officer shall then direct the 
 
747 delegate raising the point of order to first cite the rule involved and then state the point 
 
748 as briefly and concisely as possible. The delegate shall not presume to decide the question 
 
749 or argue the point. A point of order is decided by the presiding officer without debate 
 
750 unless in doubtful cases the presiding officer submits the question to the body for 
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751 advice or decision. When the presiding officer rules on a point, debate is closed, 
 
752 but the decision may be appealed (See Rule 3). 
 
753 
 
754 Rule 11. Bar of the Conference 
 
755 The bar of the conference shall provide for the integrity of the General Conference. It is for 
 
756 delegates, pages, and others who have been granted access to the area for General Conference 
 
757 business as provided through the Rules or through the suspension of the Rules. 
 
758 
 
759 Rule 12. Distracting Behavior 
 
760 A spirit of Christian conferencing is expected. Delegates are not to distract others.  
 
762 Audible cell-phone use is not permitted in the plenary hall or the legislative committee rooms.  
 
764 All electronic devices shall be muted or turned off. In addition, the use of 
 
765 electronic devices should be in a manner that does not disturb other participants. 
 
766 Respect should be shown in the use of social media at all times. Verbal and non-verbal 
 
767 distractions are prohibited. The presiding officer or members of the General Conference 
 
768 staff may ask individuals to leave the plenary hall or the legislative committee room if they 
 
769 persist in behavior that interferes with the participation of other delegates. 
 
770 
 
771 Rule 13. Electronic Recording 
 
772 No electronic recording by either video or audio may be made of any portion of 
 
773 the General Conference unless specifically authorized by the Business Manager of the 
 
774 General Conference in order to maintain the integrity of all performance licenses. 
 
775 
 
776 Rule 14. Right to Make Motions 
 
777 Only voting delegates have the right to make or second motions in accordance with the rules 
 
778 and upon recognition by the presiding officer. 
 
779 
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780 Rule 15. Plenary Voting Procedure 
 
781  (1) Voting shall be by electronic means unless otherwise ordered by the Conference, provided, 
 
782  however, that in elections, voting may be by written ballot. Electronic voting devices shall be 
 
783  available on the platform for delegates making a presentation to the Conference. 
 
784  (2) When electronic voting is not in use or operating, a standing count vote or vote 
 
785  by written ballot may be ordered on call of any delegate, supported by one-third 
 
786  of the delegates present and voting, with pages serving as tellers. 
 
787  (3) Only delegates within the bar of the Conference when the vote is taken shall be entitled 
 
788  to vote. No delegate shall cast a vote in place of any other delegate. 
 
789  (4) No other business shall be in order when a vote is being taken or when the previous 
 
790  question has been called until the process is completed, except such as relates 
 
791  to the vote itself or such business as the presiding officer may deem appropriate. 
 
792 
 
793 Rule 16. Elections 
 
794 For any election requiring balloting by the plenary, an election shall occur when the 
 
795 number of ballots cast for a nominee meets or exceeds the required percentage 
 
796 of the total valid ballots cast.  
 
797 A ballot is valid if it meets the following standards: 
 
798  (1) It is cast by a voting delegate or properly seated reserve delegate. 
 
799  (2) It contains votes for the same number of nominees, as there are vacancies to be filled. 
 
800  (3) Every name receiving a vote has been properly nominated according to the provisions. 
 
801  (4) No more than one vote is cast for the same nominee. 
 
802  (5) No vote is cast for a person who has already been elected. 
 
803 
 
804 Rule 17. Division of Question 
 
805 Before a vote is taken, any delegate shall have the right to call for a division of 
 
806 any question, if it is subject to such division as the delegate indicates. If no delegate  
 
807 objects, the division shall be made; but if there is objection, the presiding officer 
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808 shall put the question of division to vote, not waiting for a second. 
 
809 
 
810  IV. Behavior of Guests and Observers 
 
811 Rule 18. Distracting Behavior 
 
812 A spirit of Christian conferencing is expected. Guests and observers are not to distract 
 
813 others. Audible cell-phone use is not permitted in the plenary hall or the legislative committee 
 
814 rooms. All electronic devices shall be muted or turned off. In addition, the use of electronic 
 
815 devices should be in a manner that does not disturb other participants. Respect should be 
 
816 shown in the use of social media at all times. Verbal and non-verbal distractions are prohibited.  
 
817 The presiding officer or members of the General Conference staff may ask individuals 
 
818 to leave the plenary hall or the legislative committee room if they persist in behavior that 
 
819 interferes with the participation of delegates. Guests and observers are not to enter the 
 
820 bar of the conference except as provided in Rule 11. 
 
821 
 
822 Rule 19. Electronic Recording 
 
823 No electronic recording by either video or audio may be made of any portion of the 
 
824 General Conference unless specifically authorized by the Business Manager of the 
 
825 General Conference in order to maintain the integrity of all performance licenses. 
 
826 
 
827 
 
828       V. Business Procedure 
 
829 
 
830 Rule 20. Motion for Adoption of Legislative and Administrative Committee Reports 
 
831 Whenever a report of a legislative committee or an administrative committee is presented to the 
 
832 Conference for action, it shall be deemed in proper order for consideration by the Conference 
 
833 without the formality of a second. 
 
834 
 



Daily Edition Vol. 4, No. 4 1973

835 Rule 21. Required Forms for Reports, Resolutions, Motions, Amendments  
 
836 All resolutions and committee reports shall be prepared in accordance with instructions 
 
837 from the Secretary of the General Conference; and all motions, including amendments,  
 
838 shall be presented in writing (See Rules 33.2, 34.3, 36.2, 38). 
 
839 
 
840 Rule 22. Alterations of Motions 
 
841 When a motion is made and seconded, a resolution is introduced and seconded,  
 
842 or a committee report is read or published in the Daily Christian Advocate, it shall be 
 
843 deemed to be in the possession of the Conference and may not be altered except 
 
844 by action of the Conference (See Rule 39). 
 
845 
 
846 Rule 23. Non-Debatable Motions 
 
847 The following motions shall be acted upon without debate: 
 
848  (1) To adjourn, when unqualified, except for final adjournment. 
 
849  (2) To suspend the rules. 
 
850  (3) To lay on the table.  
 
851  No motion, which adheres to another motion or has another motion adhering to it,  
 
852  can be laid on the table by itself. Such motions, if laid on the table, carry with them 
 
853  the motions to which they adhere or which adhere to them. 
 
854  (4) To take from the table. 
 
855  (5) To call for the previous questions, when in order (See Rules 7 and 24). 
 
856  (6) To reconsider a non-debatable motion (See Rule 32). 
 
857  (7) To limit or extend the limits of debate. 
 
858  (8) To take time for prayerful discernment at the immediate moment. 
 
859 
 
860 Rule 24. Rights of the Main Question 
 
861 The main question may be opened to debate under the following motions: to adopt, to refer, to 
 
862 substitute, to postpone, or to reconsider. No new motion, resolution, or subject shall be 
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863 entertained until the one under consideration shall have been disposed of except as provided in 
 
864 Rule 15.4. This rule does not apply to secondary motions if otherwise allowable. 
 
865 
 
866 Rule 25. Precedence of Secondary Motions 
 
867 If any one or more of the following motions shall be made when one or more other motions are 
 
868 pending, the order of their precedence in relation to one another shall be the same as the order of 
 
869 their listing below: 
 
870  (1) To fix the time the conference shall adjourn (This motion is subject to amendment, or it may 
 
871  be laid on the table.); 
 
872  (2) To adjourn; 
 
873  (3) To take a recess; 
 
874  (4) To lay on the table; 
 
875  (5) To order the previous question (See Rules 23.5, 28); 
 
876  (6) To limit or extend the limits of debate; 
 
877  (7) To postpone to a given time; 
 
878  (8) To refer; 
 
879  (9) To amend or to amend by substitution (one amendment being allowed to an amendment); 
 
880  (10) To postpone indefinitely. 
 
881 
 
882 Rule 26. Motion to Adjourn 
 
883 The motion to adjourn, when unqualified, shall be taken without debate and shall always be in 
 
884 order, except: 
 
885  (1) When a delegate has the floor; 
 
886  (2) When a question is actually put or a vote is being taken and before it is finally decided; 
 
887  (3) When the previous question has been ordered and action is pending; 
 
888  (4) When a motion to adjourn has been lost and no business or debate has intervened; 
 
889  (5) When the motion to fix the time to which the Conference shall adjourn is pending. 
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890 This rule does not apply to a motion for final adjournment of the Conference. 
 
891 
 
892 Rule 27. Final Adjournment 
 
893 At final adjournment all unfinished business shall remain unfinished. 
 
894 
 
895 Rule 28. Procedure for Amending by Substitution 
 
896  (1) When a resolution or committee report is properly before the Conference 
 
897  for consideration and action, even if amendments are pending, a substitute may 
 
898  be offered by any delegate moving that the same be substituted for the report,  
 
899  resolution, or amendment under consideration. The substitute shall be an alternative to 
 
900  what is before the body and not simply a negation of the main motion. 
 
901  (2) Debate on the motion to substitute will be limited to the question of substitution only.  
 
902   No amendments to the main motion or the substitute will be considered during 
 
903   this period of initial consideration. 
 
904  (3) Following the debate on the motion to substitute, a vote on substitution will occur. 
 
905   If the motion to substitute prevails by majority vote, the substitute motion 
 
906   becomes the main motion. If the motion to substitute fails to receive a majority vote, the original  
 
907   main motion remains on the floor for consideration. Debate including the offering of 
 
908   amendments moves forward on the main motion as per the rules of procedure.  
 
909  (4) The motion for the previous questions shall not be in order on the motion to substitute until 
 
910  opportunity has been given for at least two speakers on each side of the question. 
 
911 
 
912 Rule 29. Minority Report 
 
913 A minority report may be attached to a report from a legislative committee in 
 
914 the following manner: 
 
915  (1) Delegates intending to offer a minority report must notify the chair of the committee within 
 
916  two hours (excluding breaks) of final committee action on the relative petition. 
 
917  (2) The chair of the legislative committee shall receive the minority report signed by 10 persons  
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918   or 10% of the legislative committee membership (whichever is less) who voted against the 
 
919   proposal, whose names shall be attached to the request. A reserve delegate may sign the 
 
920   minority report only while seated as a voting delegate in the legislative committee or if seated  
 
921   at the time the committee acted upon the relevant petition. The committee and minority reports 
 
922   shall be submitted and presented together in the Daily Christian Advocate. 
 
923  (3) A minority report shall be presented as a substitute for the report of the committee,  
 
924  in conformity with Rule 28 and Rule 36 respectively, and it shall be managed 
 
925  in the plenary according to Rule 28 for substitute motions. The signers of the minority 
 
926  report shall select one of their signers to present the report as a substitute motion. In  
 
927  closing debate on the motion to substitute, the delegate presenting the minority report 
 
928  shall speak first and the presenter of the committee report shall be last. 
 
929  (4) If the motion to substitute the minority report for the majority report prevails by majority 
 
930  vote of the plenary, the minority report becomes the main motion. If the motion to substitute 
 
931  fails to prevail by a majority vote of the plenary, the majority report of the committee  
 
932  remains on the floor as the main motion for consideration. Debate including the offering of  
 
933  amendments moves forward on the main motion as per the rules of procedure. 
 
934 
 
935 Rule 30. Unlawful Motion After Speech 
 
936 After making a speech on a pending question, a delegate may not make a motion that 
 
937 would limit or stop debate without first relinquishing the floor. 
 
938 
 
939 Rule 31. Exceptions to Majority Vote 
 
940 A majority of those voting, a quorum being present (Book of Discipline ¶ 506),  
 
941 shall decide all questions, with the following exceptions: 
 
942  (1) A one-fifth vote of the Conference shall be required to request a Judicial Council 
 
943  decision (Book of Discipline ¶¶ 56.1, 2609.1). 
 
944  (2) A one-fifth vote of the Conference shall refer a matter to the Committee on Ethics. 
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945  (3) A non-delegate may be invited to a full legislative committee or sub-committee 
 
946  either by invitation of the chair or by one-third (1/3) vote of either body to speak 
 
947  for no more than three (3) minutes on any one matter. 
 
948  (4) One-third of those present and voting shall suffice to sustain a call for a recorded vote 
 
949  in case the decision of the presiding officer is challenged (See Rule 15.2). 
 
950  (5) A tie vote sustains the presiding officer (Rule 3.1). 
 
951  (6) A two-thirds vote shall be required to sustain a motion to suspend (Rule 41)  
 
952  or amend (Rule 42) the rules; to set aside a special order (Rule 33.1); to consider 
 
953  a special order before the time set therefore; to sustain the request of the Committee 
 
954  on Courtesies and Privileges for the presentation of any person after the sixth day of 
 
955  the General Conference (See Section VII.A.3). 
 
956  (7) A two-thirds vote shall be required to sustain a call for the previous question.  
 
957  (8) A two-thirds vote shall be required to approve a proposal for a constitutional  
 
958  amendment (Book of Discipline ¶¶ 59-61). 
 
959 
 
960 Rule 32. Reconsideration 
 
961 A motion to reconsider an action of the body shall be in order at any time if offered by 
 
962 a delegate who voted with the prevailing side. If the motion proposed for reconsideration was 
 
963 non-debatable, the motion to reconsider shall be non-debatable (See Rule 23). 
 
964 
 
965 Rule 33. Regular Calendar and Consent Calendar 
 
966  (1) The Secretary of the General Conference shall keep the Calendar which includes the orders 
 
967  of the day and the reports of committees (See Rule 39). Business placed on the calendar shall 
 
968  be considered in the order recommended by the Committee on Agenda and Calendar, unless by 
 
969  two-thirds vote of the Conference, an item is taken up out of order (See Rule 31.6). 
 
970  (2) Whenever possible, a legislative committee shall recommend for adoption only one 
 
971  calendar item for each paragraph or sub-paragraph in the Book of Discipline. All other 
 
972  related petitions shall be combined for rejection or referral. 
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973  (3) Action from a legislative committee shall be placed on the Consent Calendar if: 
 
974  (a) No more than ten votes were cast against the prevailing position in the committee; 
 
975  (b) The item has been previously published in the Daily Christian Advocate; 
 
976  (c) The item has been in the hands of delegates for at least 24 hours; 
 
977  (d) The item is neither a constitutional amendment nor one having financial implications; and 
 
978  (e) No minority report is attached (See Rule 29). 
 
979  (4) The Daily Christian Advocate shall clearly identify the Consent Calendar, which 
 
980  will list items in three sections sub-headed as follows: 
 
981  (a) Disciplinary Items Recommended for Adoption. 
 
982  (b) Non-Disciplinary Items Recommended for Adoption. 
 
983  (c) Items Recommended for Referral. 
 
984  (5) The Consent Calendar shall be called up daily pursuant to Rule 2. Adoption of 
 
985  the Consent Calendar by vote of the Conference shall be deemed action on all 
 
986  calendar items on the Consent Calendar. 
 
987  (6) If an error in assignment of a Consent Calendar item is discovered and reported by the 
 
988  legislative chair to the Coordinator of the Calendar, the Coordinator of the Calendar shall 
 
989  have the authority to report the error to the plenary session for reconsideration. 
 
990  (7) Any 20 delegates may have a Consent Calendar item removed by having such 
 
991   a request on file with the Secretary of the General Conference by 3:00 P.M. of the day 
 
992   the calendar item first appears in the Daily Christian Advocate. Reserve delegates may sign 
 
993   requests to remove item from the Consent Calendar only while seated as voting delegates.  
 
994   Such items shall be called up in the regular order of business. 
 
995  (8) Items lifted from the Consent Calendar may not be returned to the Consent Calendar. 
 
996 
 
997 Rule 34. Report of Non-Calendar Items 
 
998  (1) In addition to calendar items to be presented to the plenary, each legislative 
 
999  committee shall report all items not presented in the following categories: 
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1000  (a) Petitions not acted upon because another petition dealing with the same subject  
 
1001  was acted upon. 
 
1002  (b) Petitions not supported by the legislative committee. The committee shall report 
 
1003  the vote of the committee. 
 
1004  (c) Petitions assigned to but not considered by the legislative committee. 
 
1005  (2) These reports shall be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 
 
1006  (3) Any 20 delegates may have an item in (1)(b) or (1)(c) above presented to the plenary by 
 
1007  having such a request on file with the Secretary of the General Conference by 3:00 P.M.  
 
1008  of the day the item first appears in the Daily Christian Advocate. Reserve delegates 
  
1009  may sign requests to present an item in (1)(b) or (1)(c) above only while seated as 
 
1010  voting delegates. Such items shall be called up in the regular order of business while the 
 
1011  chair of the relevant committee is on the platform. Those supporting consideration of said 
 
1012  items shall select one of their number to present the item to the plenary. 
 
1013 
 
1014 Rule 35. Rules of Order of Legislative Committees 
 
1015 The rules of order of the General Conference, except for Rule 7, shall be observed 
 
1016 in meetings of standing legislative committees insofar as they apply. 
 
1017 
 
1018 Rule 36. Duties and Prerogatives of Legislative Committees 
 
1019  (1) Following orientation of officers, committee leadership, utilizing the resources of 
 
1020  its petitions coordinator, shall evaluate the petitions assigned to the committee, 
 
1021  establish priorities, and outline the committee’s work on the basis of those priorities unless 
  
1022  it is given special instructions by the General Conference (See Section VII.A.(7)(a)). 
 
1023  (2) A legislative sub-committee chair shall ensure that all votes taken within a 
 
1024  sub-committee are recorded and reported to the legislative committee plenary 
 
1025  on the forms provided by the Secretary of the General Conference. 
 
1026  (3) When a petition or resolution or any similar item is referred to one of the 
 
1027  legislative committees, it shall be understood that the whole question with 
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1028  which the item has to do is referred to that committee for such action as it may  
 
1029  deem wise. Every matter supported by the legislative committee shall be reported 
 
1030  to the plenary with a motion to adopt or a motion to refer to a board, council,  
 
1031  commission, or committee either for action or for report to the next General Conference. 
 
1032  (4) Committees shall report to the Conference upon all matters referred to them by the 
 
1033  Conference, directly or through the Committee on Reference. Committee reports on resolutions, 
 
1034  petitions, etc., shall cite the same, identifying them by numbers they bear respectively in the  
 
1035  published reports of the Committee on Reference or in some other suitable manner. 
 
1036  (5) When a committee ascertains that another committee is, or in its judgment should be, 
 
1037  considering a subject that the former is considering, it shall report the matter to 
 
1038  the Committee on Reference for such adjustment as the situation may require. 
 
1039  (6) The chairperson of each legislative committee shall coordinate the report of 
 
1040  the committee to the plenary. 
 
1041  (7) When the chairperson of a committee is not in agreement with a report adopted 
 
1042  by the committee, it shall be the chairperson’s duty to state the fact to the committee. The 
 
1043  committee shall elect one of its members for the presentation and discussion of the report in the 
 
1044  plenary. If, in such a case, the committee shall fail to select a representative, the chairperson 
 
1045  shall designate a member to represent the committee, and said representative shall have 
 
1046  all the rights and privileges of the chairperson in relation to such a report. 
 
1047 
 
1048 Rule 37. Unfinished Business in Legislative Committee 
 
1049 Any legislation not acted upon by the legislative committee at the time of the 
 
1050 Saturday evening adjournment of the first week of General Conference shall remain 
 
1051 unfinished (See Rule 1.6 & See Section VII.G.3(d)). 
 
1052 
 
1053 Rule 38. Legislative Committee Report to the Daily Christian Advocate 
 
1054  (1) As quickly as material can be prepared, each secretary of a legislative committee shall 
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1055  present each of the committee’s reports to a recorder assigned to the committee.  
 
1056  The recorder will prepare the report and the report will be approved and signed by 
 
1057  the chair, vice-chair and secretary. After the report has been approved, it will be 
 
1058  electronically transmitted to the Coordinator of the Calendar. A calendar number 
 
1059  will be assigned and it will be published as approved.  
 
1060  (2) Committee and minority reports that propose changes in the Book of Discipline shall give 
 
1061  the paragraph number to be affected and shall be prepared in the following manner: Existing 
 
1062  words used as reference points shall be in quotation marks; words to be deleted shall be 
 
1063  in strike through; words to be added shall be bolded. In the publication of these reports,  
 
1064  the Daily Christian Advocate will use the same convention (See Rule 40). 
 
1065 
 
1066 Rule 39. Published Reports in Possession of Conference 
 
1067 Reports submitted by the committee according to the deadline, as announced by the Secretary 
 
1068 of the General Conference, shall appear in the next day’s Daily Christian Advocate. The 
 
1069 report as published in the Daily Christian Advocate is the official copy, subject only to grammatical 
 
1070 or other obvious editorial changes and shall be regarded as in the possession of the Conference.  
 
1071 On the day following its first appearance in the Daily Christian Advocate or any time 
 
1072 thereafter, a report is in order for consideration at the pleasure of the conference. The same 
 
1073 rule shall apply to a minority report from any committee (See Rules 22, 29). 
 
1074 
 
1075 Rule 40. Preparation and Publishing of Reports 
 
1076  (1) All committee reports shall be prepared using the approved General Conference Legislative 
 
1077  System. 
 
1078  (2) The report to the Coordinator of the Calendar for items voted in committee shall include the 
 
1079  name of the committee, its total membership, the number present at the time the item was 
 
1080  adopted, and the number voting for and against the item. 
 
1081  (3) Reports of the legislative committees shall be published in the Daily Christian Advocate at 
 
1082  least one day before being presented for consideration by the Conference. Committee reports  
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1083  with minority reports shall be published in sequence, and so numbered. 
 
1084  (4) Every effort should be made by the secretary of the legislative committee to report 
 
1085  consecutively all petitions that address the same issue. 
 
1086 
 
1087  VI. Suspending, Amending, and Supplementing 
 
1088 
 
1089 Rule 41. Suspension of the Rules 
 
1090 The operation of any of the provisions of the Plan of Organization and Rules of Order may be 
 
1091 suspended at any time by a two-thirds vote of the Conference (See Rule 31.6). 
 
1092 
 
 
1093 Rule 42. Amending Rules 
 
1094 The Plan of Organization and Rules of Order may be amended or changed by a two-thirds 
 
1095 vote of the Conference; provided the proposed change or amendment has originated in 
 
1096 the Committee on Plan of Organization and Rules of Order or has been presented to 
 
1097 the Conference in writing and referred to this committee, which committee shall report 
 
1098 thereon not later than the following day (See Rule 31.6). 
 
1099 
 
1100 The Plan of Organization and Rules of Order as adopted at the opening session shall be 
 
1101 published in the next Daily Christian Advocate. 
 
1102 
 
1103 Rule 43. Robert’s Rules of Order, Supplemental Authority 
 
1104 In any parliamentary situation not covered by the Plan of Organization and Rules 
 
1105 of Order, the General Conference shall be governed in its action by the current edition 
 
1106 of Robert’s Rules of Order. 
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You're invited
Join us for a reception!

Join us and our Abingdon Press authors to learn about new resources 
and preview all the exciting things we have in store for the fall 
season, including CEB Women’s Bible, Confirm (new confirmation 
and discipleship resource), and Deep Blue Curriculum.

Friday, May 13th | Noon–2:00 p.m.

Cokesbury General Conference Store

Hosted by Abingdon Press and Cokesbury

Pick up a portable charger, our gift to you! (while supplies last)

THE UNITED METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE

Enjoy complimentary dessert buffet and coffee.

DCA32



1984  Friday, May 13, 2016

Make it a great day with

Come serve with ASP to Connect. Build. Transform.
 

ASPhome.org | (800) 289-4254

Only a life lived in the service 
to others is worth living. 

– Albert Einstein

ASP UMC Gen Conf ADS.indd   2 4/14/16   11:42 AM
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Boston University School of Theology is committed to 
educating future leaders of the United Methodist Church. 

As the fi rst Methodist seminary in the United States, Boston University School 
of Theology has been preparing leaders since 1839. Students benefi t from 
academic rigor, a spiritually vibrant community, and a network of alumni who 
lead the church across the globe. 

Financial support frees students from the burden of debt, with 100% tuition 
scholarships for all UMC candidates for ordained ministry. 

Flexible curriculum allows students to choose from fi ve vocationally-driven 
tracks: Pastoral Ministry, Chaplaincy, Church and the Arts, Religion and the 
Academy, and Global and Community Engagement. 

Doctor of Ministry in Transformational Leadership allows ministry leaders 
to continue their education with an a� ordable, low-residency degree that 
deepens their ability to lead transformation in a variety of contexts. 

Join us, and prepare to do good. 

bu.edu/sth | busth@bu.edu 

175 YEARS of  Prophetic Voices 
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THE COKESBURY DAILY DEAL

SAVE 40% ON STUDY RESOURCES! 
and learn more about fi ve clear practices 

John Wesley identifi ed for Methodists 
and all believers  

Five Marks of a Methodist
Magrey deVega with Steve Harper
This compelling 6-session small-group study is based on Steve Harper’s 
classic book which outlines fi ve clear practices for anyone who 
identifi es as a Christian. 
• Love God
• Rejoice in God
• Give Thanks
• Pray Constantly
• Love Others
The DVD features six conversations with Harper, hosted by deVega, as 
well as a leader guide PDF. Abingdon Press.

Participant Character Guide. 
9781501820267. $4.99; SALE $2.99* 
Leader Guide (with Participant Character Guide). 
9781501820243. $9.99; SALE $5.99* 
DVD. 6 sessions, approx. 9–15 mins. each. 
9781501820229. $29.99; SALE $17.99*

Original book also available:
Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a Living Faith
9781501800597. Hardcover. $8.99; SALE $5.39*

GCDealofDay_ND_May13

* Sale prices valid May 13, 2016 at the Cokesbury General Conference Store or at Cokesbury.com.
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The EO Missions department
can provide discounted
airfare & travel services

for your next mission trip.

EO Missions
“Go and make disciples of all nations”

Matthew 28:19

www.missions.travelwithus.com
PO Box 6098, Lakeland, FL 33807  • Toll Free: (800) 235-8795  • Email: missions@travelwithus.com 

Contact Us Today for a Quote on Your Next Mission Trip!

Dominican Republic
Missions & Social Impact Cruise
October 23-30, 2016 • November 6-13, 2016

Aboard the Fathom Adonia

4th Annual
Missions Cruise

with Dennis & Barbara Glad
January 6-14, 2017

Aboard the MSC Divina

Visit Us 
in Booth

123
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Garrett
Garrett-Evangelical

Theological Seminary

redef ine seminary

Theological Education for Today’s Global Church

                        /garrettseminary1.800.SEMINARY   |   WWW.GARRETT.EDU

My theological education 
has changed the way I look 
at the world and the way I 
look at myself.

Danny Umba, MDiv
Morogoro, Tanzania

At Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, we believe cultivating the 
virtues and skills needed for intercultural engagement cannot be an optional 
extra, but must be a fundamental dimension of faithful participation in the 
global church. The world and the multifaceted diversity within it is not just 
“out there” for Christian leaders to sample during their seminary experience. 
The connection and power of the gospel message within multiple cultures 
are very much alive in the faculty and students of Garrett-Evangelical.

Through uniquely global experiences and an innovative learning 
environment, Garrett-Evangelical prepares religious leaders for ministry in 
our global society and in communities around the world. 

STOP BY OUR BOOTH NOW FOR 
YOUR GLOBAL GARRETT GEAR!
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1.800.527.6824
rsistewardship.com

GENEROSITY
CHANGES...

HOW WE LIVE.
HOW WE LOVE.
HOW WE SERVE.

EVERYTHING.

We realize when grace collides with our lives, it 
changes the HEART of giving. A lifestyle of 
Biblical stewardship is marked by generosity.

Are you building, planting a church,  
contemplating a multi-site ampus, or trying 
to find the funds for a missional endeavor? 
Finding the financial resources is crucial.

What is God leaWhat is God leading you to do next? We’re 
here to partner with you.

Visit our booth for FREE resources and 
information on funding your ministry.
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Q&A with Director of Congregational Development, 
Dawn Rundman, PhD 

Join us at the sparkhouse booth for a special Q&A session to hear from and 
have your questions answered about Whirl Classroom Sunday School by the 

Director of Congregational Development. 
 

Whirl Classroom Sunday School is designed for children from PreK through 
Grade 6. This new curriculum helps kids understand that the Bible tells the story 

of God and God’s people, and reveals how they’re a part of God’s Story too!

Dawn Rundman received her Ph.D. in 
Developmental Psychology from the University 
of Oregon where she studied early childhood 
brain development. She is currently Director of 
Congregational Development at sparkhouse, an 
ecumenical publisher based in Minneapolis, MN.

WHERE: Booth #82 in the Exhibit Hall
DATE: May 13th
TIME: 11:00 am

Special Encore

Presented by

wearesparkhouse.org
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Every advantage  
for your organization.

Every product: Over 500,000 business essentials to choose from.
Every value: Low, customized pricing on your items.

Every answer: Industry experts by your side.
Every convenience: Shop online, in-store and on the go.

Visit StaplesAdvantage.com/UnitedMethodists to get started today.
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The world’s best businesses know that potential customers
can be anywhere. With TransPerfect, you can be everywhere.

• Translation and Language Services
• Interpretation
• Website and Software Localization
• Cultural Consulting 

• Globalization Management Technology
• Media Services
• Content Management
• Sta�ng 

OFFICES IN OVER 90 CITIES WORLDWIDE
W W W . T R A N S P E R F E C T . C O M
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www.umhef.org - 800-811-8110

Scholarships for UMC Students 
with Excellence

Educating
TOMORROW’S

LEADERS
UMHEF is a proud sponsor of General Conference 2016 and appreciates your support in furthering the mission of the UMC.

www.umhef.org - 800-811-8110

Scholarships for UMC Students 
with Excellence

TOMORROW’S
MHEF is a proud sponsor of General Conference 2016 and appr

a proud sponsor of General Conference 2016 and apprec

proud sponso of General Co

more than

UMHEF Awarded

last year 

$
2.2 Million1200attending UM-RELATED

COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES & SEMINARIES

TO OVER                     STUDENTS

FOUNDATION

UNITED METHODIST
HIGHER EDUCATION 
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Growing generations of Christ followers

- clergy and laity - 

who have a passion for evangelism

P.O. Box 985, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745   |   828-454-6800 • 800-737-8333    

www.FoundationForEvangelism.org
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DID YOU KNOW
YOUR CHURCH CAN GENERATE ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
AT NO COST TO THE CHURCH OR YOUR MEMBERS?

Whether your church is purchasing office supplies and service 
materials, or your members are buying items for donation, 
purchasing those items through UMCmarket generates a 

contribution to your church. It’s a great way to shop, save, and 
support at no cost to your church or your members.

We recently re-launched a new and upgraded version of the 
UMCmarket website, and here are just a few features of the new site:

 Over 3,000 participating online retailers
 Hundreds of savings opportunities for online purchases
 Print-at-home coupons for in-store savings
 A gift card mall coming soon!

If you haven’t visited UMCmarket lately, we invite you to check it out.
www.umcmarket.org

In 1973, the dream of Dr. James Ridgway, a United
Methodist minister came true! Educational Opportunities
Tours was created to assist clergy and laity journey to the
lands of the Bible and sites in Europe to strengthen their
understanding of the Bible, learn the heritage of the
Protestant church and inspire deeper Christian faith.

Today, EO is a leader in Christian travel and offers
contemporary Holy Land and Journeys of Paul tours, Bible
land and river cruises, and retreat cruises plus cultural and
missions opportunities in places like Cuba and the
Dominican Republic. Our Missions department assists
thousands of travelers annually, and The Jerusalem Center
for Biblical studies serves seminary and undergraduate
students and professors.

EO's team of more than 150 professional staff and
Directors of Travel Ministry has served over 350,000
travelers and remains dedicated to providing life and
faith-enriching travel opportunities.

www.eo.travel/umc
800-247-0017
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SEVEN THINGS JOHN 
WESLEY EXPECTED US 
TO DO FOR KIDS
Christopher Miles Ritter
This encouraging gift book gleans 
from John Wesley’s writing what 
he expected Methodists to do 
for kids: teach them intentionally, 
know them personally, pray 
for them intentionally, mentor 
families meaningfully, challenge 
ourselves continually, shape our 
ministries appropriately, and care 
for them practically. A great gift 
for teachers.
9781501821288.

MEET THE GOODPEOPLE
Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith
Roger Ross
Christianity is growing worldwide, 
but declining in the U.S. Wesley 
used seven strategies to engage 
people who’d given up on church. 
Ross shows how those strategies 
can work today. Includes end-of-
chapter discussion questions. 
A free downloadable Leader 
Guide is also available. 
9781630885724.

MEET THE GOODPEOPLE
Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith

AN EXACT LIKENESS
The Portraits of John Wesley 
Richard P. Heitzenrater
Faces are more than a montage of organs that see, 
smell, hear, and speak. The slightest nuance in 
expressions can provide telling evidence of character, 
and portraits of individuals can be equally revealing. 
Richard P. Heitzenrater, one of the top John Wesley 
scholars in the world, provides a commentary and 
interpretation of historical circumstances surrounding 
more than � fty full-color portraits and sculptures of the 
father of Methodism in An Exact Likeness. 
9781501816604. Hardcover. 

Published byPublished byPublished by

Explore John Wesley’s likeness and legacy 
through his portraits and his writings 

DCA25
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Rooted. Innovative. Courageous.

Interdisciplinary courses that  
demand out-of-the-box thinking.  
Apprenticeship training that  
addresses real-world issues. 
Modes of learning that promote 
adaptability and innovation.

Learn more or apply online for  
one of our six degree programs. 

n  Master of Divinity (M.Div.) 
n  Master of Arts (M.A.) 
n  Master of Arts in Ministry (M.A.M.)
n  Master of Sacred Theology (S.T.M.)
n  Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.)
n  Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)

Theological School
Drew University  |  Madison, NJ
drew.edu/theological

FROM MUSKIE TO

MONET
Minneapolis is the perfect blend of natural beauty
and urban sophistication. No other American city
has a chain of lakes, the mighty Mississippi, and
200 miles of trails within the city limits – literally
steps from a vibrant arts and music scene, as well 
as museums among the finest in the nation.

FIND OUT MORE AT
minneapolis.org
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New approaches to improving 
leadership and sharing faith

published by

leadership and sharing faith

Also by the authors:
Get Their Name: Grow Your 
Church by Building New 
Relationships
In the book, Get Their Name, 
readers learned how to talk about 
spiritual beliefs in a way that feels 
natural and completely genuine. 
Now, this new set of study 
resources gives you everything 
you need to facilitate a churchwide 
Get Their Name experience in 
your congregation. 
9781501825453. 
Participant Workbook. 
9781501825439. 
Coordinator’s Guide. 
9781501825477. DVD. 
5 sessions: 1–5 mins. each.
9781426759314. Book. 
(with Doug Anderson)
9781426782060. Workbook. 
(by Kay Kotan and Ken Willard)

The Necessary Nine
Things Effective Pastors Do Differently
Bob Farr and Kay Kotan
The Necessary Nine shares nine simple axioms for effective 
pastoral and lay leadership that are straightforward and easy 
to put to use every day. When practiced over and over, these 
leadership strategies can help you reach your potential for 
fruitful ministry and will change the effectiveness of your 
leadership, impacting the church and the world.
9781501804960.

DCA39_ND_NineGetTheirNameVHalf.indd   1 4/22/16   3:05 PM

Learn How to Outlive Your Life
 615-369-2382

umcglobalimpact.org
VISIT us at Booth 124

I am making a global impact ...

a fund to impact the 
Church for generations
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BOOKS to BUILD better LEADERS

Prices subject to change. Cokesbury  
prices reflect discount off regular prices.

NEW! The Rebirth of African 
Orthodoxy: Return to Foundations,
by Thomas C. Oden. Examines lost 
roots of classic African Christian 
teaching. Coming in April.
9781501819094. $24.99;  
Cokesbury Price $16.74

Celebrating God’s Love: Living  
Into Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Relationships, by Donald E. Messer. 
Essays by United Methodists from 
around the world offer a framework 
for reflection and study. 
9781501809507. $14.99;  
Cokesbury Price $10.04

The Sky Is Falling, the Church  
Is Dying, and Other False Alarms, 
by Ted A. Campbell. Is the mainline 
church threatened, or do our 
traditions hold the keys to faith’s 
relevance in the future?
9781426785948. $13.99;  
Cokesbury Price $9.37

NEW! A Christian Justice 
for the Common Good,
by Tex Sample. Brings 
a unique, scriptural 
understanding of social 
justice to bear on the ills 
of society. Coming in May.
9781501814266. $17.99; 
Cokesbury Price $12.05

NEW! Apocalyptic 
Literature in the New 
Testament, by Greg 
Carey. Considers how we 
have viewed the end and 
its influence on how we 
live. Coming in June.
9781426771958. $29.99; 
Cokesbury Price $20.09

The Holy Spirit, 
by Stanley Hauerwas  
and William H. Willimon.  
Gain understanding about 
the Trinity and how the 
work of the Holy Spirit is 
beyond “inspirational.”
9781426778636. $13.99; 
Cokesbury Price $9.37

Creation: The Apple  
of God’s Eye,  
by Justo L. González;  
William H. Willimon, 
editor. Shows how the 
doctrine of Creation helps 
us address our concerns. 
9781426785955. $13.99; 
Cokesbury Price $9.37

published by
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Consent Calendar A02

8-IC1-¶1327-A-G
Subject: Relationship to GBGM
Petition: 60243-IC-¶1327-G, Pg. 977
Membership: 49; Present: 43;
For: 41; Against: 0; Not Voting: 2;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

9-IC2-¶1328-A-G
Subject: UMW Program Advisory Group
Petition: 60244-IC-¶1328-G, Pg. 978
Membership: 49; Present: 43;
For: 43; Against: 0; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

10-IC3-¶1704.2-A-G
Subject: GCAH Central Conference 
Membership
Petition: 60265-IC-¶1704.2-G, Pg. 983
Membership: 49; Present: 43;
For: 42; Against: 0; Not Voting: 1;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

11-IC4-¶1807-A-G
Subject: General Commission on Com-
munication Membership
Petition: 60064-IC-¶1807-G, Pg. 990
Membership: 49; Present: 44;
For: 42; Against: 1; Not Voting: 1;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

12-IC5-¶2002-A-G
Subject: Purpose and Responsibilities of 
GCORR
Petition: 60115-IC-¶2002-G, Pg. 992
Membership: 49; Present: 44;
For: 42; Against: 1; Not Voting: 1;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

13-IC6-¶2003-A-G
Subject: Board Membership
Petition: 60117-IC-¶2003-G, Pg. 992
Membership: 49; Present: 44;
For: 43; Against: 1; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

14-IC7-¶2104.1-A-G
Subject: Membership
Petition: 60162-IC-¶2104.1-G, Pg. 993
Membership: 49; Present: 44;
For: 43; Against: 1; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

15-IC8-¶2302.5b-A-G
Subject: Youth-Serving Agencies
Petition: 60268-IC-¶2302.5b-G, Pg. 997
Membership: 49; Present: 44;
For: 42; Against: 2; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

16-IC14-¶643-A-G
Subject: AC Commissions on Religion 
and Race
Petition: 60113-IC-¶643-G, Pg. 975
Membership: 49; Present: 44;
For: 42; Against: 2; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

Rule 33. Consent Calendar
Calendar items are automatically placed on a consent calendar when the item has ten (10) or fewer votes against the prevailing posi-

tion of the legislative committee. Rule 33(3)(a) 

The are three different consent calendars:

• Consent Calendar A contains calendar items involving disciplinary changes for which the legislative committee recommendation 
is to adopt

• Consent Calendar B contains calendar items involving non-disciplinary changes for which the legislative committee recommen-
dation is to adopt

• Consent Calendar C contains any calendar item for which the committee recommendation is to refer.

Calendar items with a minority report cannot be placed on any consent calendar.  Items with financial implications or items dealing 
with the Constitution cannot be placed on Consent Calendars A or B, but they can be placed on Consent Calendar C because there 
would be no financial or constitutional implications.

Rule 33(7) Removing a Calendar Item from the Consent Calendar
Any twenty (20) delegates may have a Consent Calendar item removed by submitting a Consent Calendar Removal Request Form 

by 3:00 p.m. of the day the calendar item first appears in the Daily Christian Advocate. The form can be picked up from room B119 
and returned to room B117. Reserve delegates may sign requests to remove items from the consent calendar onlu while seated as voting 
delegates.
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17-MH2-¶310.2d-A-G
Subject: Candidacy and Certification for 
Licensed and Ordained Ministry
Petition: 60625-MH-¶310.2d-G, Pg. 1090
Membership: 96; Present: 84;
For: 80; Against: 4; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

18-MH3-¶310.2b2-A
Subject: Translation and Cultural Accom-
modation for Candidates
Petition: 60354-MH-¶310.2b2, Pg. 1090
Membership: 96; Present: 83;
For: 75; Against: 8; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

19-MH5-¶349.1b-A-G
Subject: PTLP as Mentor
Petition: 60643-MH-¶349.1b-G, Pg. 1136
Membership: 96; Present: 82;
For: 73; Against: 9; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

20-MH6-¶349-A-G
Subject: Study of Ministry – Add Group 
Mentoring for Local Pastors
Petition: 60492-MH-¶349-G, Pg. 1135
Membership: 96; Present: 79;
For: 74; Against: 5; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

21-MH7-¶318.1d-A-G
Subject: Study of Ministry – Recognize 
the Completion of a Master of Divinity as 
Education for Local Pastors
Petition: 60486-MH-¶318.1d-G, Pg. 1093
Membership: 96; Present: 82;
For: 79; Against: 3; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

22-MH8-¶324.1-A
Subject: Provisional Membership – Can-
didacy Requirement
Petition: 60359-MH-¶324.1, Pg. 1113
Membership: 96; Present: 80;
For: 78; Against: 2; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

23-MH9-¶324-A
Subject: Provisional Membership – Edu-
cational Requirements
Petition: 60360-MH-¶324, Pg. 1098
Membership: 96; Present: 81;
For: 81; Against: 0; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

24-MH10-¶305-A-G
Subject: Study of Ministry – Deepening 
the Theology of Ordination
Petition: 60484-MH-¶305-G, Pg. 1086
Membership: 96; Present: 82;
For: 82; Against: 0; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

25-MH11-¶326-A
Subject: Provisional Membership – Annu-
al Renewal of License
Petition: 60364-MH-¶326, Pg. 1116
Membership: 96; Present: 81;
For: 79; Against: 2; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

Consent Calendar B02

26-MH1-R9999-A-G
Subject: Resolution to Affirm and 
Implement a Full Communion Relation-
ship between with the Moravian Church 
(Northern and Southern Provinces) and 
The UMC
Petition: 60230-MH-R9999-G, Pg. 1181
Membership: 96; Present: 80;
For: 73; Against: 7; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/12

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above
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Calendar Items R02

1-CC6-¶560-A-G
Subject: Provisional Central Conferences
Petition: 60289-CC-¶560-G, Pg. 909
Membership: 39; Present: 31;
For: 27; Against: 4; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

[ ] Adopted [ ] Not Adopted Date /

2-CC7-NonDis-A-G
Subject: Southeast Asia and Mongolia 
Provisional Central Conference - Power 
and Duties
Petition: 60290-CC-NonDis-G, Pg. 911
Membership: 39; Present: 29;
For: 27; Against: 2; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Adopt the above

[ ] Adopted [ ] Not Adopted Date /

3-CC15-NonDis-R-!-G
Subject: Create Uganda Annual Confer-
ence
Petition: 60692-CC-NonDis-!-G, Pg. 914
Membership: 39; Present: 31;
For: 31; Against: 0; Not Voting: 0;
Date: 5/9

The Petition stands as submitted.

Committee Moves to Refer to Africa Central 
Conference

[ ] Adopted [ ] Not Adopted Date /

Removed from the Consent Calendar

1-CC6-¶560-A-G
Subject: Provisional Central Conferences

Removed from consent calendar A01 by 
the following people:

Removed at the request of the chair. 

2-CC7-NonDis-A-G
Subject: Southeast Asia and Mongolia 
Provisional Central Conference - Power 
and Duties

Removed from consent calendar B01 by 
the following people:

Removed at the request of the chair. 

3-CC15-NonDis-R-!-G
Subject: Create Uganda Annual Confer-
ence

Removed from consent calendar C01 by 
the following people:

Denardo, Nancy L
Meekins, William Bright
Park, Eric Stephen
Miller, Diane M
Morelli, Paul Michael
Stahlman, Vicki Jean
Seth, John William
Stokes, Martha Ensley
Jernigan, Jeff S.
Loeb, Carol K
Wolo, Mai Welleh

Jen, Mike Dio
Bakawe, Thomas Azanchi
Frye, William Randall
Moots, Philip R
Denham, John Rees
Grace, Roger L
Britton, Fred Shell
Palmer, Douglas William
Graca, João Manuel da



2006 Non-Calendared Items - Petition Sequence Friday, May 13,  2016

N
on

-C
al

en
da

re
d 

It
em

s 
5/

13

Rule 34. Report of Non-Calendar Items
(1) In addition to calendar items to be presented to the plenary, each legislative committee shall report all items not presented in 

the following categories:

(a) Petitions not acted upon because another petition dealing with the same subject was acted upon.

(b) Petitions not supported by the legislative committee. The committee shall report the vote of the committee.

(c) Petitions assigned to but not considered by the legislative committee.

(2) These reports shall be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate.

(3) Any twenty (20) delegates may have an item in (1)(b) or (1)(c) above presented to the plenary by having such a request on file 
with the Secretary of the General Conference by 3:00 p.m. of the day the item first appears in the Daily Christian Advocate. 
Reserve delegates may sign requests to present an item in (1)(b) or (1)(c) above only while seated as voting delegates. Such 
items shall be called up in the regular order of business while the chair of the relevant committee is on the platform. Those 
supporting consideration of said items shall select one of their number to present the item to the plenary.

The form to bring a Non-Calendar Item to the plenary can be picked up in room B119 and returned to room B117. 

Non-Calendared Items - Petition Sequence

60003 (GA3-¶906.1-N-G): Rural Membership on Connectional Ta-
ble: ADCA Page # 802: Not Supported
Membership: 80; Present: 68; Votes For: 52; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60065 (GA2-¶906.1-N-G): Connectional Table Membership: ADCA 
Page # 802: Not Supported
Membership: 80; Present: 68; Votes For: 52; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60133 (CC1-¶540.3a-N): Duplication Correction: ADCA Page # 908: 
Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 27; Votes Against: 4; Not 
Voting: 0

60155 (CC17-¶2201.3-N): Membership: ADCA Page # 910: Not 
Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 30; Votes For: 23; Votes Against: 7; Not 
Voting: 0

60195 (CC12-¶543.8-N-G): Organization of Annual Conferences: 
ADCA Page # 909: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 29; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 0

60334 (CC13-NonDis-N-!-G): Establish Kenya Missionary Confer-
ence : ADCA Page # 913: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 33; Votes For: 33; Votes Against: 0; Not 
Voting: 0

60555 (CC18-¶2201.3-N-G): Standing Committee Membership: 
ADCA Page # 910: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 29; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 0

60560 (CC9-NonDis-N-!-G): New Nigeria Episcopal Area: ADCA 
Page # 913: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 26; Votes Against: 5; Not 
Voting: 0

60566 (CC10-NonDis-N-!-G): Additional Bishop in the Congo Cen-
tral Conference: ADCA Page # 913: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 30; Votes For: 28; Votes Against: 2; Not 
Voting: 0

60627 (MH12-¶315.6c-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Dis-
closure and Discrimination – Licensed Ministry: ADCA Page # 
1092: Not Supported
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60633 (MH13-¶324.8-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Provisional Membership: ADCA Page 
# 1115: Not Supported
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60642 (MH17-¶347.3a-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Transfers: ADCA Page # 1134: Not 
Supported
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60645 (MH14-¶358.7-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Retirement Reinstatement: ADCA 
Page # 1139: Not Supported
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60646 (MH15-¶366.3-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Honorable/Administrative Location: 
ADCA Page # 1144: Not Supported
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60647 (MH16-¶369.5-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Involuntary Retirement: ADCA Page # 
1144: Not Supported
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0
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60665 (CC5-¶543.7-N-G): Amending Social Principles to Meet Spe-
cial Conditions: ADCA Page # 908: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 30; Votes Against: 2; Not 
Voting: 0

60901 (CC2-¶541.1-N-G): Composition of Central Conferences: 
ADCA Page # 908: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 24; Votes Against: 7; Not 
Voting: 0

60902 (CC3-¶586-N-G): Missionary Conference Delegates to Central 
Conference: ADCA Page # 909: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 28; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 0

60918 (CC4-¶543-N-G): Jurisdictional Administrative Process: 
ADCA Page # 908: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 29; Votes For: 24; Votes Against: 5; Not 
Voting: 0

60925 (FO2-¶140-N-G): Called to Inclusiveness: ADCA Page # 765: 
Not Supported
Membership: 71; Present: 67; Votes For: 58; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 6

60958 (IC9-¶609-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - Director of 
Communications: ADCA Page # 975: Not Supported
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 36; Votes Against: 7; Not 
Voting: 1

60963 (IC12-¶632-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCELCC: 
ADCA Page # 975: Not Supported
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 36; Votes Against: 8; Not 
Voting: 0

60966 (IC11-¶641.1-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCAH: 
ADCA Page # 975: Not Supported
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 35; Votes Against: 9; Not 
Voting: 0

60968 (IC10-¶643.1-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCORR: 
ADCA Page # 976: Not Supported
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 36; Votes Against: 8; Not 
Voting: 0

60969 (IC15-¶644-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCOS-
ROW: ADCA Page # 976: Not Supported
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 33; Votes Against: 10; 
Not Voting: 1

60970 (IC13-¶645-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCSMC: 
ADCA Page # 976: Not Supported
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 38; Votes Against: 6; Not 
Voting: 0

60975 (CC11-NonDis-N-!-G): Episcopal Areas in Africa: ADCA 
Page # 914: Not Supported
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 32; Votes Against: 0; Not 
Voting: 0

61018 (FO1-¶101-N): Two-Jurisdiction Solution – Power to Adapt 
the Discipline: ADCA Page # 759: Not Supported
Membership: 71; Present: 67; Votes For: 58; Votes Against: 4; Not 
Voting: 5

Non-Calendared Items - Not Supported

Faith and Order

60925 (FO2-¶140-N-G): Called to Inclusiveness: ADCA Page #765
Membership: 71; Present: 67; Votes For: 58; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 6

61018 (FO1-¶101-N): Two-Jurisdiction Solution – Power to Adapt 
the Discipline: ADCA Page #759
Membership: 71; Present: 67; Votes For: 58; Votes Against: 4; Not 
Voting: 5

General Administration

60003 (GA3-¶906.1-N-G): Rural Membership on Connectional Ta-
ble: ADCA Page #802
Membership: 80; Present: 68; Votes For: 52; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60065 (GA2-¶906.1-N-G): Connectional Table Membership: ADCA 
Page #802
Membership: 80; Present: 68; Votes For: 52; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

Independent Commissions

60958 (IC9-¶609-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - Director of 
Communications: ADCA Page #975
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 36; Votes Against: 7; Not 
Voting: 1

60963 (IC12-¶632-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCELCC: 
ADCA Page #975
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 36; Votes Against: 8; Not 
Voting: 0

60966 (IC11-¶641.1-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCAH: 
ADCA Page #975
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 35; Votes Against: 9; Not 
Voting: 0

60968 (IC10-¶643.1-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCORR: 
ADCA Page #976
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 36; Votes Against: 8; Not 
Voting: 0

60969 (IC15-¶644-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCOS-
ROW: ADCA Page #976
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 33; Votes Against: 10; 
Not Voting: 1

60970 (IC13-¶645-N-G): Permissiveness in AC Structure - CCSMC: 
ADCA Page #976
Membership: 49; Present: 44; Votes For: 38; Votes Against: 6; Not 
Voting: 0
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Ministry and Higher Education/Superintendency

60627 (MH12-¶315.6c-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Licensed Ministry: ADCA Page #1092
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60633 (MH13-¶324.8-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Provisional Membership: ADCA Page 
#1115
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60642 (MH17-¶347.3a-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Transfers: ADCA Page #1134
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60645 (MH14-¶358.7-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Retirement Reinstatement: ADCA 
Page #1139
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60646 (MH15-¶366.3-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Honorable/Administrative Location: 
ADCA Page #1144
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

60647 (MH16-¶369.5-N-G): Reduce Inappropriate Medical Disclo-
sure and Discrimination – Involuntary Retirement: ADCA Page 
#1144
Membership: 96; Present: 78; Votes For: 62; Votes Against: 16; 
Not Voting: 0

Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters

60133 (CC1-¶540.3a-N): Duplication Correction: ADCA Page #908
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 27; Votes Against: 4; Not 
Voting: 0

60155 (CC17-¶2201.3-N): Membership: ADCA Page #910
Membership: 39; Present: 30; Votes For: 23; Votes Against: 7; Not 
Voting: 0

60195 (CC12-¶543.8-N-G): Organization of Annual Conferences: 
ADCA Page #909
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 29; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 0

60555 (CC18-¶2201.3-N-G): Standing Committee Membership: 
ADCA Page #910
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 29; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 0

60665 (CC5-¶543.7-N-G): Amending Social Principles to Meet Spe-
cial Conditions: ADCA Page #908
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 30; Votes Against: 2; Not 
Voting: 0

60901 (CC2-¶541.1-N-G): Composition of Central Conferences: 
ADCA Page #908
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 24; Votes Against: 7; Not 
Voting: 0

60902 (CC3-¶586-N-G): Missionary Conference Delegates to Central 
Conference: ADCA Page #909
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 28; Votes Against: 3; Not 
Voting: 0

60918 (CC4-¶543-N-G): Jurisdictional Administrative Process: 
ADCA Page #908
Membership: 39; Present: 29; Votes For: 24; Votes Against: 5; Not 
Voting: 0

60334 (CC13-NonDis-N-!-G): Establish Kenya Missionary Confer-
ence : ADCA Page #913
Membership: 39; Present: 33; Votes For: 33; Votes Against: 0; Not 
Voting: 0

60560 (CC9-NonDis-N-!-G): New Nigeria Episcopal Area: ADCA 
Page #913
Membership: 39; Present: 31; Votes For: 26; Votes Against: 5; Not 
Voting: 0

60566 (CC10-NonDis-N-!-G): Additional Bishop in the Congo Cen-
tral Conference: ADCA Page #913
Membership: 39; Present: 30; Votes For: 28; Votes Against: 2; Not 
Voting: 0

60975 (CC11-NonDis-N-!-G): Episcopal Areas in Africa: ADCA 
Page #914
Membership: 39; Present: 32; Votes For: 32; Votes Against: 0; Not 
Voting: 0
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“I envision a revival of holiness 
that moves forth in mission and 
creates authentic communities, where 
every individual empowered by the 
Holy Spirit can be unleashed to fulfill 
God’s creative intentions.” There are 
vast differences in this room—dif-
ferences in languages, tribe, identity, 
age, gender, ability, theology—the 
list goes on and on and on. But what 
might happen if for the next 10 days, 
we decided as we Christian confer-
ence together, that we would honor 
one another’s humanity as children 
of God and that we would see our 
diversity as a strength. Can you 
imagine the powerful transformation 
that might be possible if we modeled 
for a hurting and divided world what 
would be possible with love and un-
derstanding and seeing the goodness 
of God in one another? So, as we 
conduct our business, I challenge 
you to find someone that you don’t 
know, someone from another part of 
the world—whether it be the geo-
graphic world, the theological world, 
the cultural world—and introduce 
yourself. Talk with each other. Don’t 
worry about getting it right. Don’t be 
afraid to struggle through the differ-
ences. Simply stay open to learning 
from the experience of other United 
Methodists. So, I’m not asking you 
to convince each other of anything. 
I’m not asking you to change your 
beliefs or your votes. I’m just simply 
asking you to hold your neighbor’s 
story as, with as much honor as you 
hold your own, and I’m asking you 
to consider the way that you com-

municate and interact with fellow 
delegates, speaking and listening 
and ways that bring greater under-
standing, clarity, and community to 
this diverse, worldwide gathering. 
Remember that our proceedings are 
being interpreted in many languages, 
so as you speak in your legislative 
committees and on the plenary floor, 
that you speak in enough time so 
that there can be translation, pausing 
after you share your thoughts. At the 
General Commission on Religion 
and Race, we call being thoughtful 
and prayerful about how we live 
together being interculturally compe-
tent. So today, I am here to extend an 
invitation. This is not an invitation 
to adhere to a specific set of social 
rules, but rather an invitation to let 
the rule of love govern who you are 
and how you be in this place. I’m not 
asking you to treat others the way 
that you want to be treated, mak-
ing your experience the norm. No, 
I’m asking you to consider treat-
ing others the way they want to be 
treated, which requires humility and 
listening and learning, even if you 
can’t fulfill another’s expectation for 
treatment. This is not an invitation 
to be politically correct, nor is it 
an invitation to excuse hurtful and 
harmful language by saying things 
like, “Well, that’s just the way we do 
it where I’m from.”

Secretary Hawkins 
Issues Invitation

This is an invitation to live as 
if we believe what we preach to the 
world, that God’s grace is sufficient 
for all, God’s love is available to 
all, and that when we turn ourselves 
to the power of the Holy Spirit, 
anything, anything is possible. Our 

future is right now. It will be defined 
in part by the actions that we take 
here in Portland, so we can therefore 
go from this place and do harm or 
do good. Christ is commanding and 
I am inviting us to go but in a new 
way. So, if you are ready to heed the 
call of the risen Christ, to bear his 
light in every circumstance, in every 
experience that you have in this next 
10 days, seeking to understand rather 
than to control, please say “I will.” 

ALL:  I will. 
HAWKINS: If you are ready 

to go into this meaningful time of 
Christian conferencing, individually 
and collectively, seeking to be the 
best and highest expression of the 
body of Christ, say “I will.”

ALL:  I will.
HAWKINS:  And if you are 

ready to begin right here and right 
now to lead the church in building 
bridges of love and hope and justice, 
around the world, across the street, 
and across the aisles of this very Gen-
eral Conference, then say “I will.”

ALL:  I will. 
HAWKINS:  May it be so, here 

and now; Therefore Go.

(applause)

BISHOP BROWN: Recognize 
Patricia Farris for the presentation on 
Christian Conferencing.

(music)

Christian Conferencing

REV. PATRICIA FARRIS 
(California-Pacific): In the African 
tradition, the palaver tree offers 
shade and protection from the sun 
in all seasons. The tree is where the 
community gathers together. Under 
the palaver tree is a place for discus-
sion and listening to others.
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Here are a few words from Bish-
op David Yemba from the Central 
Congo about the palaver tree and his 
hopes for our 2016 General Confer-
ence.

(pause)

BISHOP CHRISTIAN ALST-
ED: Apparently we are experiencing 
some technical problems. We are 
sorry about that, but we hope to 
come back with a video of David 
Yemba. Right now I would invite 
you to think about an experience you 
have had in a small group setting, 
where you have shared life and faith, 
where you have held each other 
accountable to the gospel and moved 
forward, taking the next step in the 
journey with Jesus Christ. These are 
the roots of Christian conferencing.

Christian conferencing began 
when John Wesley invited a small 
number of preachers, in 1744, to join 
him in discerning God’s will for the 
Methodist movement.  They utilized 
experiences from their classes and 
from their bands for the purpose of 
helping the participants to grow in 
their relationship to Jesus Christ 
and in their walk with him.  Wesley 
developed a few basic principles 
to guide the conferencing based 
on questions from the classes but 
applied to the task of the preachers. 
The questions were: what to teach, 
how to teach, and what to do? In this 
way, they addressed content, method, 
and strategy.

When Methodism came to the 
American shores, Christian confer-
encing came to inform life at every 
level, functioning first of all to ani-
mate and shape governance, then to 
enliven and discipline all gatherings 
of those who claim the Methodist 
name, and to encourage evangelistic 
outreach to those needing the gospel 
of every race, nationality, and color. 
These three basic practices in more 
denominational parlance constituted 
polity, unity, and revival, and that 

was to be conferencing for Method-
ism.

As we gather now as the Gener-
al Conference here in Portland, the 
same principles apply. Our purpose 
is to make certain the connection 
remains true to its calling as we seek 
to focus on what God is doing in the 
world and to renew our commitment 
to take part in God’s mission.  

At General Conference, we act 
as the highest governing body in the 
church to collectively exercise lead-
ership of the church through Chris-
tian conferencing. This implies that 
Christian conferencing includes all 
we do here at General Conference. It 
is not just a method or a process that 
we use at certain times on specific 
issues.

(pause)

BISHOP ALSTED: We will 
pause for the video and then come 
back.

Bishop David Yemba Tells of 
Palaver Tree

BISHOP DAVID YEMBA (via 
video):

Christian conferencing, when I 
think of it from Wesleyan perspec-
tive, as well as from African per-
spective, when you look at the way 
conference assistance started within 
our connection, within our move-
ment, it was John Wesley who decid-
ed from the beginning, in fact, it was 
the first conference in 1745, London 
Conference that John Wesley wanted 
to confer with his preachers; so that 
is started as a tradition for us, but 
what is very interesting for me when 
I read the minutes of that first, very 
first conference was, John Wesley 
wanted, when the Methodists meet 
in the conference, they needed to 
feel that they’re in the presence of 
God. This is something different 
from what we are doing today. Very 
often we are in a conference, this 

little conference, annual conference, 
central or jurisdictional, or General 
Conference. So many business in 
such a way that sometimes there are 
controversial issues and sometimes 
a lot of emotions, a lot of anger, in 
such a way that sometimes we forget 
that we are in the presence of God, 
immediate presence of God.

You know our elders, wise peo-
ple in the village, they use it to sit 
under a tree where there is a problem 
within the community, controversial 
problem, serious problem. They will 
sit under a tree, and they will talk. 
It can take hours and hours. What is 
more important in discussing under 
a palaver tree is to come up with 
sometimes, not with a solution, but 
it is to get to the point that peace 
prevail within the community. There 
is no winner, no loser. Sometimes 
what is more important is how to get 
peace to prevail in the community.

So for us, when I put the two 
together from Wesleyan tradition 
and from African tradition, I think 
that Christ is innocent. Christ is 
our tree, our palaver tree. Because 
we are called Christians, if we are 
Christian, in whatever we do in 
our meetings, Christ must be in the 
center of our discussion. When we 
come to a gathering like General 
Conference, central conference, 
or jurisdictional conference, it is 
a time when we come under the 
leadership of Christ, because Christ 
is in the center. And we may have 
controversial issues like very often 
we do in our conferences, but it is 
an opportunity for us to know that 
we are led by our communion with 
Christ as a disciples of Jesus Christ 
and being an African, this is coming 
to my mind that it is like we are 
under this palaver tree and the tree 
is protecting from heat. And some-
times in our discussions, controver-
sial issues, there is a lot of heat and 
if we are under this leadership of 
Christ I think we can feel protect-
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ed. What can we do in the church 
without Christ, the body, as a body 
of Christ without the head?

They do in the church without 
Christ, the body, as the body of 
Christ without the head?  So, Christ 
is the head of the church, so when 
we meet in his name, we are guided, 
we are led by Christ. 

Call for Christian 
Conferencing Resumes

BISHOP CHRISTIAN ALSTED: 
Christian conferencing is a genuine 
Wesleyan way of being the church in 
the world, shaped by Scripture and 
growing together in worship, prayer, 
and conversation. It is a commitment 
to come together under Christ, under 
the palaver tree, to listen, discern, 
and grow together as Bishop Yemba 
stated. For Wesley, Christian confer-
encing was a means of grace. This 
implies that God is always present 
in this practice, and he conveys his 
grace to us, as we share and engage in 
prayerful dialogue; we look and listen 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Discerning God’s will has 
always presented a challenge to the 
church. We learn from the New Tes-
tament that even in the earliest days 
of the church there were tensions and 
disagreements, there were conflict 
over issues the Christian movement 
was facing. Tension can build when 
we come together as United Meth-
odists in conversation and decision 
making, particularly when we speak 
about subjects about which we feel 
strongly, we can get irritated. We 
can even get angry at someone who 
does not see things our way. We can 
begin to see each other as opponents 
rather than brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Wesley was well aware of 
the challenges relating to conferring 
on all the issues in the life of the 
church and especially on matters 
about which we hold strong convic-
tions. He said—listen to the words 
of Mr. Wesley, “Are we convinced 

how important and how difficult it is 
to order our conversation right? Is it 
always in grace? Seasoned with salt? 
Meet to minister grace to the hear-
ers? Do we not converse too long at 
a time?  Is not an hour at a time com-
monly enough? Would it not be well 
to plan our conversation beforehand? 
To pray before and after it?”  

While we tend to perceive de-
cision making as a primary purpose 
of our conferencing, the practice 
of Christian conferencing is more 
occupied with the process and the 
spiritual discipline leading to the 
conclusion. Christian conferencing 
may even lead us to put matters aside 
and pick them up again at an ap-
pointed time. From beginning to end, 
Christian conferencing in the Wes-
leyan tradition is to grow together in 
holiness. As Bishop Yemba said so 
eloquently, “It is allowing peace to 
prevail.” The delegates that form the 
2016 General Conference comprise 
a highly diverse assembly. Across 
the connection, delegates represent 
a wide variety of knowledge, experi-
ence, concern, and perspective. The 
spiritual and social and theological 
discourse in Africa, in the Philip-
pines, in the U.S., and in Europe 
are not the same. Even on the same 
continent, there is a wide variety, and 
this implies that any preconceived 
perception and preformulated theory 
must be put aside and seen as antag-
onistic if it prevents delegates from 
listening to one another, a necessary 
task even when others hold a position 
diametrically opposite one’s own. 

Discernment Necessary to 
Christian Conferencing

Discerning God’s way for the 
church must be a shared desire as it 
is a shared responsibility. If we are 
to be a community of faith during 
our time here at General Conference, 
in the midst of our many conver-
sations in legislative committees, 
subcommittees, and in plenary, we 

must keep an open mind and listen 
for God’s guidance, realizing that the 
Holy Spirit may convey new insight 
and a deeper understanding as del-
egates of the worldwide connection 
share insights and perspective. We 
pray and expect what individually 
we see only dimly may become 
clearly visible to all of us as we en-
gage in Christian conferencing. 

As we begin to engage in Chris-
tian conferencing, it is important to 
remember that according to Wesley, 
this practice was a means of grace, 
meaning that God is present as we 
practice it and conveys his grace to 
us as we do. The purpose of Chris-
tian conferencing is to grow together 
in holiness as disciples. Through 
Christian conferencing, we seek to 
discern God’s voice, through sharing 
insights with each other. Christian 
conferencing is just, is not polite 
disagreement or mere civility in the 
midst of controversy. We are sup-
posed to speak honestly and openly 
and respectfully to one another, 
speaking and telling the truth in love. 
Christian conferencing should be 
planned carefully, and I believe it is. 
Christian conferencing is a process 
and a spiritual practice which does 
not necessarily have to lead to a con-
clusion. A matter can rest and be put 
aside and picked up again. Christian 
conferencing should always be in 
a spirit of prayer, and as a means 
of grace, it is a part of our Method-
ist heritage and a practice that we 
should celebrate and employ.

Wesley summarizes the attitude 
of Christian conferencing in the fol-
lowing way: “They who walk after 
the spirit are also led by him into 
all holiness of conversation. Their 
speech is always in grace, seasoned 
with salt with the love and fear of 
God. No corrupt communication 
comes out of their mouth but only 
that which is good, which is to the 
use of edifying, which is to meet to 
minister grace to the hearers.”
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ROSIE RIOS (California-Pacif-
ic):  Thank you, Bishop. While we 
are already a community of faith, we 
are still becoming a community of 
faith through the power and life of the 
Holy Spirit. Key to that becoming is 
gathering in Christian conferencing 
under the palaver tree that is Christ. 
Let us now recommit ourselves to 
God as servants of Christ Jesus as we 
pray together our Wesley covenant 
prayer. We invite you to pray together 
each in your mother tongue.  

ROIS AND ALL: I am no 
longer my own but thine. Put me to 
what thou wilt. Rank me with whom 
thou wilt. Put me to (unintelligible) 
suffering. Let me be employed for 
thee or laid aside for thee, exalt for 
thee or brought low for thee. Let 
me be full, let me be empty. Let me 
have all things, let me have noth-
ing. I freely and heartily yield all 
things to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be 
it. And the covenant which I have 
made on earth, let it be ratified in 
heaven. Amen.

FARRIS:  We invite you now 
to actually turn to people at your 
table. We encourage all of you in the 
bleachers and around the sides to do 
the same. We’ll give you about a min-
ute to form your group. If you don’t 
know each other, please introduce 
yourselves to one another by name.

(music)

Christian Conferencing 
Questions

FARRIS (leading in the round 
table discussions): We invite you 
now to continue that conversation 
in Christian Conferencing in a 
brief time as you conference with 
one another in response to this first 
question: What will help you keep 
Christ at the center of our General 

Conference? We will have about ten 
minutes for this first question.

(music)

FARRIS:  We’re going to have 
about fifteen more minutes confer-
encing with one another about the 
second question, which is this: What 
do you believe is God’s longing 
for this world and for this General 
Conference?

(unintelligible)

(music)

FARRIS: And now we, as we 
bring to a close this brief time of 
Christian conferencing, we invite 
you to continue to pray for one an-
other throughout these days togeth-
er. And now, that we would pray 
together, each in our own language 
and way, the prayer Jesus taught us 
to pray whenever we pray togeth-
er, saying, “Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, the glory forever. Amen.” 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank 
you for your leadership. I want to 
give the body an update on Bishop 
Carter. As you may have noted, we 
delayed the starting of the plenary 
because Bishop Carter fell. He has 
been taken to the hospital for them to 
check his condition. He seems to have 
injured his knee. He is in good care. 
They will give us an update once we 
know more, but he is in good hands. 
He’s gone to the hospital, and he is 
accompanied. We ask you to continue 
to hold him in your prayers. I also 
want to ask the body, because we 

delayed our start, I am wondering if 
the body will permit the chair to delay 
our break. If there is no objection, I 
would delay a break and at least get 
a start on some of the other items of 
business, and then we take a break. Is 
there any objection to that? 

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN: I’m hearing 
no objection. Therefore, we will 
move to the organization of the Gen-
eral Conference, and I call on Judi 
Kenaston and the members of her 
team. Thank you. The Commission 
on the General Conference.

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN: OK, Sara’s 
coming forward. Sara Hotchkiss, the 
business manager for the General 
Conference.

General Manager Hotchkiss 
Gives Conference Details

SARA HOTCHKISS (Business 
Manager for General Conference): 
Welcome. I am so glad that you are 
here. I will briefly talk about some 
information that will be helpful for 
you to know. We have marshals 
and our missions unions checking 
badges. Please be courteous to them 
and follow their instructions. If you 
have forgotten your badge and sit in 
a designated seating area, such as the 
bar of the conference where the del-
egates sit, you will need to either go 
retrieve your badge, or you will need 
to get a new badge. Only delegates 
and permanently seated reserves 
are authorized to sit at the delegate 
tables. Reserve delegates will need 
their authorization form to be seated 
in the place of a delegate. When you 
exit the space, please exit through 
the designated walkways.

We have two emergency medical 
technicians, EMTs, on each side of 
the building. Please let a staff mem-
ber, volunteer, or other personnel 
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know if you need assistance. If an 
emergency situation occurs, please 
follow the instructions of the General 
Conference or Oregon Convention 
Center staff.

No electronic recording by 
either video or voice may be made of 
any portion of the General Confer-
ence unless specifically authorized, 
in order to maintain the integrity of 
all performance licenses. Please stop 
by B116 to request permission.

The rules of the General Confer-
ence have specific instructions on the 
permission of distributing literature 
at the tables of the delegates. Please 
do not distribute materials on the 
tables unless authorized to do so.

Also, in order for us all to have 
Wi-Fi that works together, please 
remember to turn off your personal 
hot spots off if you are using one.

Electronic Voting Explained

The next thing I’m going to 
walk you through is the how to vote 
electronically. At the 2016 General 
Conference, we are using electronic 
handsets to register our votes quickly 
and accurately. This system has been 
selected to expedite the voting pro-
cess for motions and amendments. 
By voting electronically, we will be 
able to reduce the amount of time 
involved in making these important 
selections and increase the accuracy 
of the balloting process.

These voting handsets look a 
bit like a TV remote control. But, 
instead of pushing buttons to change 
channels, we will be pushing buttons 
to enter yes and no. You will press 
one (1) to vote yes, and two (2) to 
vote no. Your selection will be wire-
lessly transmitted to a computer that 
will record all the votes and tabulate 
the results. Your handset will confirm 
your selection back to you after it is 
received.

After each vote, the presiding 
officer will announce the results. All 
of your votes will remain private. We 

will use a system in the plenary and 
legislative hearing sessions during 
General Conference. Your voting 
handset will be at your table at each 
session. Please be sure to leave your 
handset at the table at the end of 
each session. Since electronic voting 
is new to some delegates, we’ll start 
off the meeting with test votes to 
get everybody comfortable with the 
procedure. The presiding bishop will 
pose a question and give us thirty 
seconds to vote. During this interval, 
you will be able to change your vote 
should you wish to do so. The sys-
tem counts only the last button you 
pushed, the one (1) button for yes, 
and the two (2) button for no. When 
the thirty second interval is over, the 
presiding officer will announce that 
the vote is complete. After tabula-
tion, the bishop will announce the 
results. Every vote taken through 
General Conference will be conduct-
ed using the electronic voting. Each 
time you have thirty seconds or a 
period designated by the presiding 
officer.

If you don’t want to participate 
in a particular vote, don’t push any 
buttons during the second—thirty 
second voting interval. If you make a 
mistake in voting, simply vote again. 
The system will tabulate, again, 
the last vote that you enter. If you 
inadvertently turn off your handset 
by pushing the power button in the 
lower right corner, push this button 
again to turn your handset back on. 
Pushing any of your handset’s other 
buttons will have no effect and will 
be treated as invalid.

Again, when you leave the 
general session each day, leave 
your handset on the table.  If you 
mistakenly take the handset with 
you, please return it immediately 
to the meeting room or conference 
office. A delegate may only use one 
handset.

If a handset is left on the table 
with no delegate or duly-seated 

reserve with that handset, it is a 
violation of the rules of the general 
conference for anyone to use that 
handset. Anyone observing someone 
using more than one handset should 
report the observance to the office of 
the Secretary of the General Confer-
ence. Every handset will be tested 
before each session. So the probabil-
ity of a handset failing is very low. 
That said, if pushing your handset’s 
one (1) button or two (2) button 
during a vote does not produce the 
word “received” on its display to 
confirm your vote has been tabu-
lated, please connect with a page. 
You will be issued a new handset. 
We don’t expect this to happen, but 
we are prepared for this in the case 
that it does. If you are wondering 
how much radio energy is used by a 
handset to convey your vote wire-
lessly, it is half the power of a typical 
cell phone and transmits for a brief 
instant after you vote by pushing the 
one (1) or two (2) button using the 
same frequencies as Wi-Fi wireless 
internet access.

If you have any questions 
regarding the electronic voting 
systems or procedures, please visit 
the electronic voting help desk in the 
rear and the side of the conference 
hall. Those individuals would be 
happy to assist you. So what I may 
ask, if allowed, is that you get your 
handsets ready and we are going to 
test the voting machines. 

(pause)

HOTCHKISS: We will use elec-
tronic voting system for this ballot. 
Are you ready? Does everybody 
have one? 

BISHOP BROWN (conduct-
ing the test): Okay. Everyone have 
their handset? We have the question 
for you to vote: Have our plenary 
sessions on the top of Mount Hood 
every other day? If you vote yes, 
push one (1). If you vote no, push 
two (2). Please vote now. 
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(pause)

(laughter)

BISHOP BROWN: Our commit-
tee has their work cut out for them.

(laughter)

Speaker Queuing 
System Explained

HOTCHKISS: Great. We will 
now move into the speaker queuing 
system. This system gives every 
delegate, no matter how far they are 
seated from the view of the presiding 
officer equal access wherever they 
are seated. The presiding officer no 
longer has to strain to see cards and 
can concentrate on the speaker. This 
allows for more persons to speak 
more quickly. A delegate seeking to 
make an improper motion will not be 
embarrassed since improper motions 
will not be recognized. This takes 
less than fifteen seconds to submit 
your request. Using the cueing 
system, it is a simple four step pro-
cess. All these steps can completed 
in about fifteen seconds, and then 
the pad is available to others at the 
table to use. However, there will be 
additional cueing tablets available if 
the tablet at your table is being used. 
Now it is my pleasure to introduce 
Mark Fite, the Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Options Technology. They are 
our voting and system cueing provid-
ers. He will walk you through the 
process of using the system. Please 
welcome Mark.

MARK FITE (CEO of Options 
Technology): Thank you.

(applause)

FITE: Thank you, Sarah. Good 
afternoon. Everyone has at your 
table an iPad. Each table of five 
delegates has an iPad and you will 
see that the screen should look some-
thing like what we are going to put 
up on the screen. It is my job this 

afternoon to provide a quick orien-
tation to how the speaker queuing 
system works. There will be other 
opportunities to prepare and use it 
each time, each day, just as we will 
be testing the voting system. So, 
the speaker cueing system basically 
allows you to indicate that you wish 
to speak to the General Conference. 
And the process for making that 
request to speak is that you’ll pick 
up the iPad, and you’ll see on the 
screen of the iPad, if we can show it, 
I think we have got it, yeah. It’ll look 
like this.

How To Enter Queue

This is what your iPad screen 
will look like. The first thing that you 
will do is select your language and 
that’s up in the upper right corner of 
the tablet. There are nine languag-
es and once you do that, all of the 
subsequent screens and prompts will 
be in your native language. In this 
case, then you will, after you have 
selected your language, you’ll then 
enter your delegate ID no. so you 
can identify yourself and make your 
request. That will help us because 
it’ll help us to find your name, and 
where you are from, and the folks in 
the production area will be able to 
immediately identify you on screen 
so that everyone in the conference 
can be aware of who’s speaking, and 
we can recognize you appropriately. 
So, in this case, we’re gonna put in 
the five-digit number that would be 
on your badge, and you’ll click the 
submit button, and what will happen 
is the system will then say, it will 
ask you to confirm that you are that 
person, and so you won’t make a 
mistake, and so you’ll say yes, and 
then what will happen is you will 
immediately go to this screen which 
will give you the choice of convey-
ing to the presiding bishop your 
request to speak, what you wish to 
speak about.

iPad Action Options

And these are the typical, at 
the top of the screen, these are the 
typical things that would be the most 
commonly used, when you wish to 
address the General Conference. The 
first one in green would be speaking 
in favor of a motion or a petition. 
The second one would be in red, 
speaking against a motion or petition, 
and, then, there are several yellow 
speaking request choices, motions 
to amend, and table, and things like 
that. There are twelve different choic-
es. If you wish to make a point of 
order, or parliamentary inquiry, those 
are different choices. You can see 
them down the screen. What happens 
is, once you make a selection, we’ll 
just make one of these, if our team 
could just make one choice. Once 
you pick your selection, then you 
will scroll to the bottom and you will 
say request, submit my request to 
speak. And it’ll just say, “It confirms 
that you have now been added to the 
speaker cue,” and you can say, “OK” 
and you’ve completed the process. 
Typically, it’ll take about 15 seconds 
for you to do that. 

How Presiding 
Bishop Responds

What happens after you’ve done 
that is that the presiding bishop, 
whoever he or she may be, will have 
a complete recap screen, and they 
will be monitoring this, along with 
the supporting bishops, so that they 
can appropriately govern the debate 
and make the appropriate requests 
to speak, and they’ll acknowledge 
and recognize those folks who are 
next appropriately, according to the 
rules of parliamentary debate, to 
address the General Conference.

Removing Name From Queue

So the question then becomes, 
if you have added yourself to the 
speaker queue, and someone else 
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speaks to the point that you wish to 
make, or for whatever reason, you 
wish to remove yourself from the 
speaker queue, you simply follow 
the same process. You will take up 
the tablet, select your language, 
enter you ID number, and then it will 
show, after you’ve entered your ID, 
that you’re still in the queue, and you 
can say, “Do you wish to remove 
yourself?” If you say “Yes, remove 
me,” your name will now be taken 
out of the queue, and you’ll no lon-
ger be on the screen for the presiding 
bishop to see. So that’s how you can 
remove yourself. Now, it’s important 
for you to know that the presiding 
bishop has the ability to clear the 
entire queue, and after a particular 
petition or motion has been disposed 
of and completed, after the General 
Conference has completed its work 
on that item, then the queue will 
be cleared. And that will be verbal-
ized and conveyed by the presiding 
bishop, whoever he or she may be. 
So that’s how the speaker queuing 
system will work.

If you have, if the folks at your 
table have any issue with your iPad, 
the pages will be happy to—just 
find a page, raise your hand, there 
are pages throughout the room—
they will take your iPad and bring a 
replacement to your table. As Sarah 
conveyed, there also will be, in the 
aisles, there will be extra iPads if, 
for some reason, you need to quickly 
obtain one and make a request to 
speak. Thank you very much.

(applause)

(Bishop conferring on stage)

Procedural Questions 
From Delegates

BISHOP BROWN:  The chair 
notes that we have a request to 
speak. Brad Laurvick, for point of 
order or parliamentary matter, mic. 

3. As he is, we’ll find out. As he is 
moving to that mic. 3, I would ask 
that Brian Hammons would move 
to mic. 6. I intend to recognize you 
next. Mic. 3.

BRADLEY LAURVICK (Rocky 
Mountain):  Brad Laurvick, clergy, 
Rocky Mountain Conference. We 
were having some conversation at 
my table, wondering, in the midst 
of our conversations, when things 
become very busy and fast paced, 
how we’re supposed to, “Oh, when 
you’re done logging in, I’d like to,” 
and even if that’s 15, 30 seconds, 97 
other people have already hopped 
into the queue, and then I don’t get 
a chance to put my name either. And 
I’m wondering how we’re going to 
be handling that, to make sure every-
one has a chance to participate.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you 
for your question. Can we get some 
assistance on that question?

(pause)

FITE:  All of the requests will 
be available for the bishop to see on 
screen, and so, literally, we can han-
dle hundreds of requests, and it will 
scroll, and it will allow the bishop to, 
for example, if the 98th person had 
a point of order, that person would 
go to the top of the queue. So, it’s 
a combination of the time when the 
person makes the request to speak, 
but also the purpose of their speech. 
So, the system’s a little bit more 
sophisticated, and it allows those 
folks who wish to make that aspect 
of parliamentary inquiry, they can be 
accommodated. So, it’s really not the 
speed, it’s actually probably faster 
than the paper process. Hopefully, 
that answers the question. Thank 
you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Hopefully, 
that answers your question. The 
person that I had identified that I in-
tended to call is no longer requesting 
to speak, so I would ask John Lom-
peris to go to mic. 1, and I would ask 

Dorothee Benz to go to mic. 6. I will 
call Mr. Lomperis, and I intend to 
call Ms. Benz next.

JOHN LOMPERIS (Indiana):  
John Lomperis, Indiana Conference, 
lay. My question is, I did not see on 
the list a motion to submit something 
for a declaratory decision of the 
Judicial Council. Would that be, did 
I push the right button for something 
along those lines?

BISHOP BROWN:  I think the 
chair can clarify. That would be a 
motion.

LOMPERIS:  Oh, actually, it’s 
just a clarification question.

BISHOP BROWN:  So that 
would be, that would be a motion. 
You, you would request to make a 
motion. 

LOMPERIS:  Make a motion.
BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you.
LOMPERIS:  Thank you.
BISHOP BROWN:  You’re wel-

come. Dorothee Benz, mic. 6. You’re 
recognized.

DOROTHEE BENZ (New 
York):  I hope this is mic. 6. A point 
of clarification. Points of order and 
clarification and parliamentary inqui-
ry are interrupting motions, so will 
the chair be differentiating between 
that and motions to speak on amend-
ments and things like that?

BISHOP BROWN:  Those 
requests are shown to the chair in 
a color code, so that we can deter-
mine whether the motion you are 
wanting to make is one that would 
be an interrupting motion or not. 
OK? Hopefully, that answers your 
question. Alright, I see no one asking 
to be . . .

(Bishop conferring on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright, so 
we recognize Edward Carlos at mic. 
1.

(Bishop conferring on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  There’s no 
question. I’m sorry. That’s out of 
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order. Those that are requesting to 
move the previous question, I trust 
that you’re testing the system. That’s 
out of order, and I’m going to move 
through that queue. You’re seeing if 
I’m paying attention. That’s OK. Al-
right, and some of the others. Now, 
I’m going to recognize the person 
that’s asked to speak for and to see if 
that’s what your intent is. Mr. Kevin 
Goodwin, mic. 6. If you’re not really 
wanting to be recognized, please use 
the exercise to remove yourself from 
the queue.

KEVIN GOODWIN (Peninsula 
Delaware):  Bishop, this is Kevin, 
and I actually do have a question. 
Thank you. I was curious in the sys-
tem if there is going to be a limita-
tion on how many times an individu-
al could speak, and the bishop would 
know that? ‘Cause if there is, I think 
we need to know that in advance.

(Bishop conferring on stage)

GOODWIN:  I ask that—
BISHOP BROWN:  Alright.
GOODWIN:  —because at the 

last General Conference, one person 
got up 26 times.

BISHOP BROWN:  I under-
stand. The limit is on a person 
speaking on a particular issue, and 
the secretarial staff will be assisting 
the presiding officers by keeping a 
list. It is not automatically built into 
the technology, but we will manually 
be monitoring that, and the chair will 
be able to indicate that to the body.

GOODWIN:  OK, thank you, 
Bishop.

BISHOP BROWN:  You are 
quite welcome. It appears that there, 
OK, wait a minute. I see three points 
of order or inquiries, and so I will 
recognize Sergei Nikolaev, mic. 2, 
and I intend to, following Sergei, to 
recognize Andreas Elfing at mic. 1. 
So, Sergei, would you, mic. 2. Right 
here. Thank you.

SERGEI NIKOLAEV (Central 
Russia):  I noticed that in our system, 

there was one for yes and two for 
no. Is there an option for abstaining 
when we vote?

BISHOP BROWN:  Just, there 
is not a place for abstaining, so you 
would decline to vote, if that’s your 
intention.

NIKOLAEV:  OK, thank you.
BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 

Mic. 1. And as he is preparing to 
speak, I would ask Wei Chang at 
mic. 6, if you would prepare to speak 
after the next speaker.

ANDREAS ELFVING:  Thank 
you, Bishop.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you.
ELFVING:  I am Andreas—
ANDREAS ELFVING (Finn 

and Swedish Provisional Annual 
Conference)

Thank you, Bishop. It took me 
awhile to make my point of order or 
ask my question because the iPad at 
our table was not working. I waited 
awhile and the page came, then it took 
some more minutes and our iPad was 
taken away to be replaced.  In order 
to make my point, I went to the table 
next to ours and hit in and followed 
the system. Now I am here. Of course, 
the pace right now is very friendly and 
slow, so this was not a huge problem 
and I can be here and say what I need 
to say, but in the midst of heated de-
bate that would have been a very frus-
trating situation for the people at my 
table. So I want to raise that concern 
and ask is there any other way for us 
to get attention if we are in a situation 
like that. Thank you.

HOTCHKISS:  Yes, we will 
actually move a little faster.  We are 
going to have them a little bit closer 
to you all with the pages we’re just 
getting used to the setup with the 
changes with worship and every-
thing. We will make sure the time lag 
is much less.

BISHOP BROWN:  Mic. 1. And 
as that person is preparing to speak, 
I would ask Lonnie Chafin to go to 
mic. 3. Yes, please mic 3. 

WE CHANG (New England): 
I’m We Chang from New England 
Annual Conference. I have a ques-
tion.

Mic. 6. How will the speaker 
would be chosen out of those many 
requests? Would it be by the order of 
the requests or the presiding officer 
will have the discretion to choose 
arbitrarily out of that list? 

BISHOP BROWN:  The presid-
ing officer would have discretion, but 
the way the persons are selected is 
if we are debating a matter to assure 
balance in the debate and recognize 
speakers for and against. If persons 
wish to make motions that take pre-
cedence over the debate discussion, 
then those persons would be called 
ahead and recognized. Does that 
answer your question? Alright mic. 
3. And as that person is speaking, 
would Rudolph Merab move to mic. 
6.

LONNIE CHAFIN (Northern 
Illinois):  Bishop, I worry that there 
is not an option for just a question of 
clarity on the list of options. There 
is something called point of order or 
parliamentary inquiry or informa-
tion, but two of those are interrupting 
motions and one would just be a 
question for clarity. I would invite us 
to think about how we can just raise 
questions that help the body just fig-
ure out what’s before us. The second 
one is a gamesmanship question. 
If someone wanted to speak, when 
is the start time? If you wanted to 
speak in favor of something and you 
wanted be the first one, is it when 
the petition is introduced or does it 
matter if you are the first to get on 
the list for the queue or if it does 
matter when will we know when you 
can receive requests to speak to a 
particular issue?

BISHOP BROWN:  It will 
matter when the chairperson, the 
presiding bishop, begins to select 
persons to speak. We have a limit 
on the number of persons that will 
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be allowed to speak and your chair 
will be attempting to distribute the 
opportunities to speak evenhandedly 
through the body. Recognizing peo-
ple to speak in favor or against and 
recognizing the flow to try to balance 
this through the body that would be 
the effort that would be at the discre-
tion of your presiding officer. Thank 
you. Mic. 6.  

RUDOLPH MERAB (Liberia):  
Yes, Bishop. Rudolph Merab Liberia 
Annual Conference. We from Africa 
are a little bit technology challenged. 
I think bringing in technology to 
introduce it at the conference at this 
time should have some situation of a 
study so we can be able to use it four 
years from now. To introduce it at a 
crucial conference like this, I think, 
I think that we should defer. Thank 
you, sir.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 
Alright. And we have a couple more 
questions, and Marquice Hobbs, mic. 
3, if you could move there, and as 
he’s about to speak I would then tend 
to recognize next Jay Brim at mic. 6.

(pause)

Alright. Mic. 3.
MARQUICE HOBBS (Texas):  

Mic. 3. Hi, Bishop. Marquice Hobbs 
from the Texas Annual Conference. 
Me and my colleagues were won-
dering if we could maybe get some 
lights on our section over here. It’s 
a little dark and it’s hard to see and 
also kind of stay awake, (laughter) 
but we are just wondering if you 
could keep some lights. Again, it’s 
a few of us share certain sentiments 
together, but I was wondering if 
maybe we could get the lights on in 
this section. Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Just so you 
know, we have a technical problem 
affecting your lights. The conven-
tion center staff is working to fix the 
lighting problem and we may have 
to tolerate it for this evening, and 
hopefully, we’ll have it corrected by 

the morning. We are sorry, on behalf 
of the convention center, for your 
inconvenience. Thank you. Mic. 6.  

JAY BRIM (Rio Texas):  Jay 
Brim attending General Conference 
for the first time. We have noticed, 
Bishop, that our little screens contin-
ue to hold our votes after the vote is 
complete. Is there any way for us to 
delete those votes so that they are not 
obvious to all of our friends around 
us?

BISHOP BROWN:  It will be 
reset, thank you. Thanks for calling 
that oversight to our attention. Thank 
you.

Mic. 6 for Mathew Pinson. I 
would ask that as they are prepar-
ing to speak, if Opal LaSalle would 
move to mic. 3 I will recognize you 
afterwards.

MATHEW PINSON (North 
Georgia):  Thank you, thank you, 
bishop. This is Mathew Pinson from 
the North Georgia Conference. On 
page 77 of the Delegate Handbook, 
these kinds of matters related to 
the use of the tablets are addressed 
in Rule 6, I suspect we will have a 
chance to debate whether or not we 
want to use this rule when we re-
ceive the report from the Rules Com-
mittee. And a number of the people 
speaking already seem to be favoring 
one opinion or another about wheth-
er we use the tablet or not. And I 
wonder if we might move on toward 
the rules so that some of this might 
be able to be debated and then taken 
up with an ultimate action.

BISHOP WARNER BROWN:  
I thank you for expressing your 
concern to the body. And let me call 
on — where did that person go? Did 
they remove themselves?

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

You are wondering why I am 
pondering. Just to let you know all 
of the persons that are recognized, 
requesting to be recognized coming 
up next in the queue are somewhat 

out of order. We are not at the place 
as the last speaker indicated to be 
voting on the Rules. This is a part of 
your training and orientation. And 
so we are not really speaking for or 
against at this point, and motions to 
amend and so forth are out of order, 
because there is nothing for us to be 
amending. So this is training. We 
will move next to the presentation 
of the rules as soon as this orienta-
tion portion is completed. So may I 
suggest to delegates that all of those 
that are at this point asking to amend 
or make a motion, I find you out of 
order, and I see an inquiry, and I can 
recognize William Allen (mic. 1) for 
your information or inquiry, please.  
Mic. 1, thank you.

WILLIAM ALLEN (Upper 
New York):  Hi. William Allen. I’m 
not sure. Yea, this is mic. 1, because 
there is a very tiny little sign on it, 
and I am just sort of wondering, 
could we have larger signs on the 
mics. so people can know which 
mic. to go to. I am sitting right here, 
and I didn’t even know this was mic. 
1, so thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. 
Thank you. We will call that atten-
tion to the body. I think we need to 
move to set the bar of the confer-
ence. I see no one else asking to be 
recognized through this process, so I 
am going to clear the queue and we 
are gonna move to set the bar. All 
right? 

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

Ok. Alright. We are going to set 
the bar of the conference. The bar for 
this General Conference will be the 
tables where delegates are seated in 
the center of the floor and where they 
are numbered and you have been 
assigned to the appropriate num-
bered tables. This will be the voting 
bar for the conference. Only voting 
delegates are permitted to be at these 
tables and you are to follow the rules 
for seating reserves. Thank you.  
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(Bishop conferring on stage.)

Report from the Commission on 
the General Conference

BISHOP BROWN: And we rec-
ognize the chair, Judi Kenaston, for 
other procedures and then we’ll take 
a break after that, OK?  

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

JUDI KENASTON (Chair, 
Commission on the General Confer-
ence): Good afternoon. On behalf of 
the Commission on the General Con-
ference, I welcome you to General 
Conference 2016. Eight years ago, I 
came to my seat in the plenary and 
the person next to me said, “You’ve 
been nominated for the Commission 
on the General Conference, and I 
said, “What, really? Aren’t those 
the folks we have been complaining 
about all week?” 

(laughter)

KENASTON: And unfortunate-
ly, that was true. They set our sched-
ule; they set where we sat. They set 
the food. I’m pretty sure they had 
an effect on the weather; and in the 
past 8 years, I have had the privilege 
to work with the Commission and 
recognize the scope and depth of its 
responsibility. I ask those members 
who are present with us to stand 
and be recognized. Many of them 
are here with us. Some of them are 
seated. We thank them for their hard 
work. 

(applause)

KENASTON: Thank you. We 
have members of the commission 
who are also staff members of the 
General Conference. We are grateful 
for the leadership provided by Sara 
Hotchkiss, the business manager of 
the General Conference; Gere Reist, 
secretary of the conference; and Mo-
ses Kumar, the treasurer. Our rela-
tion with the Council of Bishops has 

been enhanced by Bishop Minerva 
Carcãno and Bishop Christian Alst-
ed.  Bishop Carcãno has also chaired 
the messaging group. This group has 
brought together the groups present-
ing messages to and from the Gener-
al Conference, and this task has now 
been assumed by the commission so 
that it will continue in the future. I 
know after this afternoon, you will 
join me in appreciation for the wor-
ship leadership. The commission was 
committed to worship that would 
represent United Methodists from 
around the world. We believe that the 
General Conference will be blessed 
by the worship that is planned and 
we are grateful for the gifts that Lau-
ra Jaquith Bartlett has brought to the 
position of worship director.  

(applause)

KENASTON: Thank you on 
her behalf. The commission is an 
extremely diverse group. We speak 
multiple languages and our cultural 
and theological diversity are great-
er than our language differences. 
We have had spirited conversations 
within the group. By developing re-
lationships with each other, we have 
allowed our cultural differences to 
inform each other and strengthen our 
connection. We began to understand 
Christian conferencing. We began 
using headsets during our meetings 
so that we could hear simultaneous 
interpretation, and it was so helpful 
for us we wanted the whole General 
Conference to have this experience.

This group has faithfully at-
tempted to do what the 2012 General 
Conference requested of us—to 
make the General Conference more 
effective, increase the value of our 
time together, and to move from 
issues of governance to consensus on 
ministry.

The commission has three 
committees. Our Visioning Commit-
tee which is co-chaired by Mujinga 
Kashala and David Lux, looks at 

the upcoming and future General 
Conferences, and how the values and 
priorities of the General Conference 
can be realized in our conference 
sessions. The Program Committee, 
chaired by Lin Hill has focused 
on the content and agenda for this 
General Conference; and the Rules 
Committee, chaired by Duncan 
McMillan, recommends rules which 
blend the mission and values of the 
General Conference to move our 
work forward. In my report in your 
ADCA, I have outlined the work that 
has been done during this quadren-
nium, how we surveyed and listened 
to delegates from 2012, and how we 
worked with other groups within 
our connection to change the basic 
culture of General Conference to one 
that is open to Christian conferenc-
ing in all that we do. There are many 
other things that have been done, and 
the specifics are there in the report.  I 
hope you have read them.  

With the growth of the church in 
the Central conferences, the com-
mission investigated possible sites to 
hold General Conference outside of 
the United States. The commission 
felt that holding two consecutive 
conferences outside of the United 
States would show our commitment 
to our worldwide connection. The 
sites that have been chosen, Manila 
in 2024 and Zimbabwe in 2028, 
have each offered an invitation and 
a commitment of significant human 
and financial resources. In addition, 
each of these sites can accommodate 
the conference as we now function 
in terms of size and breakout space.  
Of course, we look forward to the 
2020 conference which will be in 
Minneapolis in the United States. I 
highlight for you the constitutional 
amendment that we are asking the 
conference to approve shaping the 
General Conference as more than a 
legislative task but one that includes 
worship, prayer, and celebration, all 
in a spirit of Christian conferenc-



Daily Edition Vol. 4, No. 4  Tuesday Afternoon Proceedings 2019

ing. The commission is offering an 
agenda which we hope will promote 
health and effectiveness, but we also 
recognize that any agenda can easily 
be foiled by those who don’t keep 
to the time given. For this reason, 
when the allotted time is reached in 
presentations and in debate, your 
microphone will be turned off.  I 
really don’t want to demonstrate 
for you how this will happen, so I 
am not going to go into great detail, 
but I don’t want you to be surprised 
when it does happen the first time.  
This will be true both for speakers 
with allotted time and for speakers 
on the floor.   

Please be concise when you 
rise to speak, and stay within your 
allotted time. You have asked for, 
and we have responded with, a 
speaker cueing system that we’ve 
had a little time to play with now. If 
you approve its use when we adopt 
the rules, then we can try this tech-
nology to assist our parliamentary 
procedure. In a few minutes, when 
we will begin the process of adopt-
ing rules which will govern our work 
together, most of the rules are simple 
improvements to the ways we have 
done things in the past.

Rule 44

The notable exceptions to that is 
Rule 44 which gives permission for 
the General Conference to talk about 
legislation in a different way when 
the conference deems that to be 
appropriate. Let me say, once again, 
Rule 44 is not Christian conferenc-
ing; however, the approval of Rule 
44, whether or not we use it at this 
General Conference, is a step closer 
to having some of the conversations 
about legislation that the General 
Conference has asked for and the 
commission has dreamed about. By 
listening to God and to each other, 
we may find ourselves in places that 
we haven’t even considered. Even 
with Rule 44, we still get to debate, 

and we still get to vote, but I hope 
that our conversations will allow the 
Spirit of God to move among us in 
new and powerful ways so that we 
will truly listen to one another.

Now, I realize that many of you 
are still going to complain about the 
commission. We’ve thought about 
umbrellas, but we are in Portland, 
and we can’t keep it from raining. 
Somethings we wanted to do we 
couldn’t make happen. At least, not 
this time. And somethings that we 
have planned won’t turn out the 
way we planned them, but I know 
that this commission operated with 
a vision that we held in front of us 
throughout this quadrennium, and 
that vision included that we may 
engage in Holy Conferencing to 
discern God’s will for The United 
Methodist Church, and that people, 
time, and financial resources that 
God brought together are wisely 
and effectively engaged, and that 
our decisions are aligned with the 
worldwide nature of the United 
Methodist connection. We have been 
faithful to that vision. Once again, it 
is my honor and privilege to be part 
of the Commission on the General 
Conference. My prayer is that we go 
through this time together, and that 
we listen to each other, and to the 
Holy Spirit, and may the work that 
we do together reflect the best of the 
body of Christ. Thank you. 

(applause)

BISHOP BROWN: We thank 
you and we thank the commission 
for your work. The body has been 
very good in agreeing to delay 
your break. We are about forty-five 
minutes away from our scheduled 
adjournment time. I want to give you 
the opportunity of using the voting 
systems you’ve recently been trained 
on to give feedback to your chair if 
you would desire a break right now 
for about ten minutes or so, or if you 
feel that you can continue to work 

until the scheduled adjournment time 
of 6:30. So, we are gonna use your 
voting devices to give me feedback. 
OK? The question is: Do you wish to 
take a break now? If so, vote one for 
yes, and two for no. And no would 
mean we would continue until 6:30. 
Vote now. [Yes, 380; No, 490]

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN: It appears 
that the majority would be willing to 
press forward, and so we will contin-
ue. I wish to, at this moment, change 
the team that is standing beside me 
and recognize them. I have been 
assisted at this point by Bishops Sol-
omon and Dyck, and I had promised 
them that I would relieve them with 
another team at the break, and so, 
I am relieving the team, and other 
bishops are coming forward. You can 
go ahead. Thank you. Thank you for 
your service.

(applause)

BISHOP BROWN:  Bishops 
Rader and Hays are taking their plac-
es to assist me for the balance of the 
session, and I thank them for their 
assistance. Let us now move to the 
plan of organization, and the other 
matters to be brought forward. 

SAMUEL (DUNCAN) D. MC-
MILLAN (North Carolina) [Chair, 
Rules Committee]

:  Wow, it’s really bright. Good 
morning, good afternoon, good 
evening, and good night depending 
on where you are coming from in 
the world today. I come to you in the 
name of the Risen Lord. I would like 
to thank you all for your time and for 
your commitment to this important 
process that we as United Methodists 
partake in every four years. We will 
begin with the presentation and the 
adoption of the rules. At the direction 
of the presiding officer, I am going 
to recommend sections at a time for 
adoption. First and foremost, I would 
like to move for the adoption lines 
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1 through 126. This can be found 
on pp. 50 through 55 in your Daily 
Christian Advocate. This covers the 
preamble through the plan orga-
nization, the opening session, and 
organization to the Roman numeral 
six with the heading “Commissions 
on General Conference.” 

This states an early but brief 
history of the General Conference, 
and it gives us a setting and a back-
ground for our rules of operation and 
order. The early Roman numerals 
help establish our organization, the 
status of addresses from different 
core groups of our diverse church, 
the role of the presiding officer, the 
secretary of the General Confer-
ence, as well as the process for the 
nominations and the commission to 
General Conference. 

BISHOP BROWN: Thank you. 
This matter is before you.

(Bishop conferring on stage)

OK. OK. Alright, I would rec-
ognize William Graves Sr. at mic. 
1, and I would ask Samuel Powers, 
who I would recognize next to move 
to mic. 6. Let me remind you before 
you speak as these persons are seek-
ing to make motions to amend: I note 
your rules, we need to receive you 
motion in writing to the table and by 
our rules motions to amend are heard 
in the body, and then immediately re-
ferred to the committee to be brought 
back to us. They are not debated at 
this time. Alright, mic. 1. 

WILLIAM RUSSELL GRAVES 
(Florida): Thank you. Russ Graves, 
Florida, lay. Bishop, I was actually 
shooting for another place, and I hit 
the “I want to amend the part of rule 
one” too early. So, I would like to 
step down.

BISHOP BROWN: Alright. 
Thank you. And, just note, that’s 
easy to happen as we’re getting used 
to this. That’s OK if that happens, 
just go back and remove yourself 
from the cue and that will be easily 

done. Mic. 6.
SAMUEL POWERS (Okla-

homa):  Thank you Bishops, Sam 
Powers, Oklahoma Conference. I 
think I would like to make a sub-
stitute motion that we would adopt 
all of the rules as presented by the 
commission, with the exception of 
Rule 44 as printed in the ADCA.

BISHOP WARNER H. BROWN 
JR:  Would you restate that motion?

POWERS:  I would like to make 
a substitute motion that we adopt 
all of the rules as printed by the 
commission in the ADCA, with the 
exception of Rule 44.

BISHOP BROWN:  I find that 
to be in order. Is there a second? 
Alright, please speak to it.

POWERS:  Well, I think it’s just 
pragmatic, in that as we have 800 
of us trying to deal with the rules of 
how we’re going to spend the next 
10 days, it’d be a better and more 
efficient use of our time for us to 
spend how we’re going to spend the 
next 4 years abiding with each other 
for 8 million of us. Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 
Recognize Joe Kilpatrick at mic. 6, a 
speech against. Mic. 6.

JOE KILPATRICK (North Geor-
gia):  Bishop, this is Joe Kilpatrick, 
North Georgia Annual Conference, 
laity. The rules under which we oper-
ate are vital to this organization, to 
what we do and how we do it. There 
are more than Rule 44 that need to 
be addressed. And so, I encourage 
us to vote no on this motion that is 
before us. The, it’s just too much that 
needs to be talked about to help our 
time together to be efficient, to be 
sure that the majority is understood, 
that the minority is heard, and that 
we make appropriate decisions to go 
forward. Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. I 
recognize Stephen Sparks at mic. 3 
for a point of order or inquiry, and 
I would ask Dorthee Benz to move 
to mic. 6 with a similar inquiry or 

point of order. I will call on you 
next. Mic. 3.

STEPHEN SPARKS (Mississip-
pi):  Bishop, Stephen Sparks, Missis-
sippi Annual Conference. In respect 
to the ruling that amendments are au-
tomatically referred, in Rule 40, that 
we’re currently operating under, the 
rule does not use the word “automat-
ic.” Secondly, the rules as proposed 
under Rule 40 are required to be 
originating with the Rules Commit-
tee. This is a report from the Rules 
Committee for our adoption. Every 
other report that comes from every 
other committee is amendable by the 
floor and subject to debate. I would 
suggest that the proper interpreta-
tion of Rule 40 and Robert’s Rules 
of Order, paragraph number 59, 
particularly page 619, would indicate 
to us that these motions to amend or 
delete some proposed amendments 
would actually be in order. The rules 
belong to the body, and what the 
rules that we operate under should be 
the body’s decision. Thank you.

(Bishop conferring on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  The rules 
calling for this referral are the ones 
that were adopted by the last General 
Conference and are the ones that we 
operate on until we have formally 
adopted this set of rules. Amend-
ments would be reported back to the 
body for your consideration, and the 
amendments would be incorporated 
as appropriate in the materials coming 
from the committee. So, I believe that 
is a correct interpretation of the rule.

SPARKS:  Bishop, I’m pointing 
out that in 2008, Bishop Huie ruled 
exactly opposite of that, and if you 
examine the history of our interpre-
tation of this rule, we have allowed 
these type of amendments, and I 
would appeal the ruling of the chair 
to the whole body.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. We 
receive that appeal of the ruling. The 
chair has—
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(Bishop conferring on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  That request 
needs to be seconded. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Second!

BISHOP BROWN:  There is a 
second. I do believe the chair gets 
an opportunity to (unintelligible) I 
point out that in General Conference 
2012, Bishop Larry Goodpaster, in 
presiding over the session and this 
issue was presented at that time. Un-
der amendments regarding Rule 40, 
points were made. One, they needed 
to be written down, and secondly, it 
is automatically referred to the Rules 
Committee and then brought back a 
report within the next 24 hours. This 
was at the 2012 General Conference, 
and we are following that same pro-
cedure at this General Conference, 
and that is why the chair has made 
the ruling that they did. I, the body 
has the opportunity to speak to that 
concern and, of course, to vote on 
your request.

SPARKS:  Oh, may I speak to 
that? 

BISHOP BROWN:  You may 
continue.

SPARKS:  Thank you. As I 
understand, I have three minutes 
to respond, and I would respond as 
such: The ruling by Bishop Good-
paster was never appealed to the 
whole body. In paragraph 59 of Rob-
ert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 
11th Edition, on page 610, it says 
this: “As each report comes up for 
consideration, it is presented to the 
convention by the respective com-
mittee chairmen. This person should 
conclude his report with a statement 
that by direction of the committee, 
he moves for its adoption. Each of 
these committee reports is debatable 
and amendable.” It seems to me very 
clearly that this body owns the report 
that is now before it and should have 
the right to at least delete changes it 
doesn’t want that are being proposed 

to the standing rules that were adopt-
ed in 2012. It should be ours to deal 
with on this floor, all at once. Thank 
you.

BISHOP BROWN:  I would just 
call attention to Rule 43, that in any 
parliamentary situation, Robert’s 
Rules apply only to those matters not 
covered by our plan of organization. 
Alright. This request is before the 
body. There is a request to speak, 
another parliamentary inquiry, and—

(Bishop conferring on stage)
BISHOP BROWN:  OK. Al-

right. That’s debatable though, so, 
and now we have another parlia-
mentary inquiry or point of order. 
Dorothee Benz at mic. 6, and you are 
speaking to the matter that is before 
us, the request for reversal of the 
chair. Is that the reason you rise?

DOROTHEE BENZ (New 
York):  No, I was, I put in my point 
of order quite a while ago. It was—

BISHOP BROWN:  Oh, al-
righty. So that didn’t get, didn’t get 
cleared. Thank you. We’re gonna 
clear the queue on that matter and go 
to just regarding for or against this 
request for a ruling, a reversal of the 
ruling of the chair.

BENZ:  Does that mean I have 
to put my point of order in again?

BISHOP BROWN:  You’ll 
need to put it on once this matter is 
disposed of.

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. Thank 
you, that way we’ll know everything 
is the same way. Now we are gonna 
go to an inquiry from Jennifer Ihlo at 
mic. 2, and again, I ask is your point 
of order related to the matter that is 
currently before us? OK. Thank you. 
Mic. 2. Let’s get that one up please. 
There we go. Thank you.  

JENNIFER ELLON IHLO 
(Baltimore-Washington): Bishop, 
Jennifer Ihlo, Baltimore-Washing-
ton Conference, lay delegate. With 
regard to appeal of the presiding offi-
cer’s decision, it is according to Rule 
3 of our 2012 rules, it is non-debat-

able, and the presiding officer and 
the person making the motion each 
get three minutes to speak. Thank 
you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you 
for your help.  

(Bishop confers on stage)

Ruling on Rule 40 (39)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. Thank 
you. Thank you. I believe the last 
speaker is correct. I believe the 
person making the motion has had 
their opportunity to speak. I think I 
have given, used part of my three (3) 
minutes, and I would conclude the 
rest of it, and then put the matter to 
you. In the statement that requested 
a ruling, one of the things referred to 
was indicating that in 2008 General 
Conference this matter was ruled in a 
different way, but I would read from 
a summary work that was done at the 
2008 General Conference, and the 
rules were presented on the first day, 
and Bishop Janice Huie was presid-
ing. The rule was called Rule 39 at 
that time. It is now our Rule 40. In 
summary, all motions for addition 
were referred to the Rules Commit-
tee without debate, and the bishop 
ruled, and that rule meant there 
was no need to have a debate. All 
other motions to amend or change 
or delete those motions which had 
already originated in the committee 
were brought to the general confer-
ence, but those that were presented 
were referred to the committee for 
their consideration before they were 
presented to the conference. I believe 
that my ruling is consistent with the 
way the matter was handled both in 
2008 and 2012. I commit the matter 
to the body.  

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. There 
is another inquiry on this, and I think 
we move to the vote under our rules, 
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three minutes each, and we bring the 
matter to the vote. I will respect this 
reque—

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  We are just 
checking every, every spot to make 
sure we are consistently looking at 
everywhere. 

(Bishop confers on stage)

Ruling on Rule 3

BISHOP BROWN:  In reading 
Rule 3, the chair believes that the 
delegate that called our attention to 
Rule 3 was correct, that an appeal 
to the ruling of the chair, the person 
making the appeal has the oppor-
tunity to explain their reasons as 
the maker of this motion has. The 
chair has the opportunity to take up 
to three minutes to respond. Then, 
the body can decide. If there is a tie 
vote, then we have other measures 
we then take, but this requires a 
majority to vote with the maker of 
that motion to reverse the ruling 
of the chair. Alright. Are we clear 
about what we are about to vote on? 
Alright. 

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. It 
will be up shortly. We are waiting to 
get it on the screen. OK. OK. The 
phrasing on the screen we are gonna 
need to—

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  If you vote 
in favor of reversing the ruling of the 
chair, you would press one (1) for 
yes. You would press two (2) for no. 
You may vote now.

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. The 
chair is sustained. You have over-
turned that motion. Alright. We have 
before us a motion to adopt all of the 

rules, except for Rule 44. We have 
had one speech against that motion. 
I would ask Jeff Jernigan to move to 
mic. 6 with a speech in favor. Mic. 6.

JEFF JERNIGAN (North 
Georgia):  That was the previous 
question.

BISHOP BROWN: That was for 
the previous question. Thank you. 
We would ask that if the matter you 
would wish to speak to has been 
addressed, if you would, get the 
tablet and clear the queue. Step out 
of it. Clean the queue. Alrighty. OK. 
Alright. So, so, alright, so, friends 
a mistake has been made and the 
queue has been cleared inadver-
tently. Some of the persons in the 
queue had previously not removed 
themselves. So, we are starting with 
a fresh queue. I am going to recog-
nize the person that is currently in 
the queue to go to mic. 5. That’s Sara 
Swenson.

SARA ANN SWENSON (Min-
nesota):  Hello. I move to amend the 
amendment to include not only Rule 
44, but Rule 18, also on p. 182. 

BISHOP WARNER BROWN:  
(Bishop conferring on stage.)  Just 
so that we clear it. The effect of this 
motion would be that 18 would not 
be included in the motion and would 
be dealt with separately if it is your 
pleasure to appoint this motion. Do 
we have a second for that motion?   

That motion has been seconded.  
Thank you. I have a point of order or 
inquiry. Mic. 2, Charles Temple.

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

Alright, then I am intending to 
call on Dorothee Benz next at mic 6.  

Amendments to Rules 
and Rules Committee

CHARLES CHAPPELL TEM-
PLE (Texas):  Chappell Temple, Tex-
as Conference clergy. Just an inquiry. 
When an amendment is made to a 
rule and we are saying now it goes to 
the Rules Committee, do they come 

back with a recommendation yes or 
no, or are they free to simply say we 
don’t like it, leave it out. 

BISHOP BROWN:  They would 
be bringing in their full report.  
According to our rules, they would 
bring back their report on that matter 
as a part of their report. Would you 
speak to that?  

MCMILLAN:  So to understand 
the question; if something would be 
reported back to us as an amend-
ment, the Rules Committee would 
take the amendment under advise-
ment and try to work it in within the 
rules or we would determine that it 
would not be able to work within the 
rules of order?

BISHOP BROWN:  Hope-
fully that answers your question. 
Just to point out that we are now 
on a motion and we are not on an 
amendment to the motion before 
us and to determine whether we 
would want to not include Rule 18 
in the total amount before us. So I 
would ask you to properly speak to 
the matter that is currently before 
us. The wider issue of the rules we 
can recognize you later for when we 
get back to that part of the business. 
OK? Thank you. Dorothee Benz, 
mic 6, please.

BENZ:  Thank you, Bishop. I 
want to return to the point of infor-
mation that I was going to make 
earlier and it does actually concern 
Rule 18 which is if the chair or the 
commission or whoever came up 
with this could explain what is meant 
by nonverbal distractions, and for 
instance, would that include praying 
outside the bar, marching around the 
perimeter of the bar, or standing you 
know in protest in the gallery quietly.  
If we could clarify what nonver-
bal distractions are, that will help.  
Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  (Bishop 
conferring on stage.) Let me suggest 
that the question gets to the sub-
stance of the rule itself. The motion 
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currently before us is whether or not 
that particular rule is set apart for 
specific debate, in which case we 
would get into the questions you’re 
raising or whether that is included 
in the rules as the original motion 
called for. So what we are talking 
about now is narrowly do you want 
to pull that Rule 18 apart to be dealt 
with separately or do you want it 
included in the omnibus motion that 
was previously before us. That is 
what is before us at this time, only 
the amendment. Thank you. 

Now we already have an 
amendment before us on this and I 
see (Bishop conferring on stage).  
Alright, OK. One of the things that 
we have as a part of our rules is the 
number of times a person speaks 
to the same matter and we have 
some persons requesting inquiries 
that are coming again to this same 
matter, and so I am going to try to 
rotate through the full body and just 
acknowledge that. James Holley, 
mic. 3, you are making an inquiry.  
Would you go to mic 3 and Rukang 
Chikomb at mic 2, would you move 
there? Thank you. Mic 3.

JAMES DELRAY HOLLEY 
(Holston):   Del Holley, Holston 
Conference laity. My inquiry has to 
do with the language of what is pro-
posed Rule 28, previous Rule 26.

BISHOP BROWN:  May I just 
interrupt a moment to point out 
what we are on now is an amend-
ment to remove Rule 18 from the 
previous motion that would have 
called for approving all of the rules, 
so what we are dealing with now is 
only whether or not we are going to 
remove Rule 18 from that longer list 
the body would be considering.  

HOLLEY:  My inquiry is wheth-
er the motion to amend the motion to 
substitute is in order because the rule 
says “debate on the motion to sub-
stitute will be limited to the question 
of substitution only. No amendments 
to the main motion or the substitute 

will be considered during this period 
of initial consideration.”

BISHOP BROWN:  (Bishop 
conferring on stage.) Alright, thank 
you for helping the chair. You are 
correct. I had received the motion as 
an original motion and had missed 
with responding to inquiries that our 
presenter had in fact moved the mat-
ter. So, you are correct, the motion is 
out of order under our rules and we 
are back to the substitute motion to 
approve all of the rules except Rule 
44. That is the motion now before us.  
Persons that were rising to speak to 
the amendment, we will have to start 
over. That is no longer before us.  
We are going to clear the queue, and 
I am going to ask the person that is 
properly at the mic., were you speak-
ing to the amendment or were you 
speaking to the substitute motion?

RUTANG CHIKOMB (North-
West Katanga):  Rutang Chikomb, I 
am from North Katanga Conference.  
It is a point of order. We still re-
ceive information the voting on this 
device. They need to reset it. It keeps 
saying “yes.”  

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 
Thank you. He is rising to call atten-
tion. We are having some difficulty 
with the voting machine that needs 
to be reset. I am clearing the queue 
and we are going to begin again 
receiving those who wish to speak to 
the substitute motion. We are going 
to want

(Bishop conferring on stage).

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright, we 
are going to ask the secretary to read 
the motion as it has been presented; 
this is the substitute motion.

L. FITZGERALD REIST (Sec-
retary of the General Conference):  
This is a substitute motion to adopt 
all of the rules as presented by the 
commission in the ADCA with the 
exception of Rule 44.

BISHOP BROWN: Alright, 
please note that we had received 

one speech against this before we 
received other activity. OK, thank 
you. Alrighty. We would ask Charles 
Salvage to go to mic. 6 please. Inqui-
ry or point of order.

CHARLES WALTER SAV-
AGE (North Georgia Conference): 
Chuck Savage, clergy, North Georgia 
Conference. The question that I have 
is that if we vote this amendment 
down, then everything would be 
open to have discussion and debate?  
Is that correct?

BISHOP BROWN: That’s 
correct. 

CHARLES SAVAGE: Thank 
you. 

BISHOP BROWN: Alright. 
Alright. I would ask Joy Barrett to 
go to mic. 1.

JOY ANNA BARRETT (De-
troit): Joy Barrett, clergy from 
Detroit Conference. I’d like to move 
this process along quickly, but I am 
concerned about not including Rule 
44 in our Rules of Order. This is the 
seventh time I’ve been honored to 
be a General Conference Delegate, 
and each time we have confront-
ed controversial issues. In 2012, 
the General Conference Delegates 
passed a motion asking the Com-
mission on the General Conference 
to find a way for us to have different 
conversations about controversial 
topics. In the parliamentary pro-
cess, we debate, seek to persuade, 
prevail, defeat. Rule 44 gives us a 
new opportunity. Rule 44 allows us 
a space of time, and a process for a 
different conversation. A time and 
process to speak and hear one anoth-
er’s stories. It’s not about winning 
or losing, but connecting with each 
other as persons of sacred worth, 
recognizing that each one seeks to 
be here for Jesus. Rule 44 creates the 
opportunity for each of the 864 del-
egate voices to be heard, rather than 
just the dozen or so fortunate enough 
to get to a microphone.
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BISHOP BROWN: May the 
Chair call something to the speak-
er’s attention? I am trying to let 
you finish, but to point out to your 
attention. Rule 44 is not included in 
this motion that does not preclude us 
voting on Rule 44 when it is before 
us. I was trying to avoid ruling you 
out of order, but I did need to call 
that to your attention.

JOY BARRETT: Excuse me, sir.  
I misunderstood. Shall I leave? 

(laughter)

BISHOP BROWN: Thank you. 

(laughter)

BARRETT (Detroit Confer-
ence): Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN: We have 
Gene Mims, alright, Gene Mims 
mic. 6, comes with a motion. Mic. 6.

GENE DWIGHT MIMS (Vir-
ginia): Yes, Gene Mims, Virginia 
Conference, laity, I call for the 
question.

BISHOP BROWN: The ques-
tion has been called for.  I would 
point out to you that under new rules 
that is in order, we have received 
two  against. We have not had those 
requesting to speak for, so it is 
properly before you. If you would 
call for the question on this matter 
that means you wish to vote now.  
We are going ask you to indicate that 
on your voting devices. This is a call 
for the question, if you are calling 
for the question, meaning you want 
to vote now. Going to ask you to 
press one (1) on your device. Are we 
ready? Sorry, they are not ready yet.  
I am in a hurry. Let’s get it up on the 
screen, then we will vote. This is a 
question, do you want to vote now? 
That’s what it’s about. If you want to 
vote now, you would say, one (1) for 
yes and if not, two (2) for no, if you 
want to continue debating this. You 
can vote now; one (1) for yes, and 
two (2) for no.

Ballot to Approve Rules 1-43

You wish to vote now, you have 
called for the question. We now 
move directly to vote on the matter 
that is before us. I am going to ask 
the secretary to read it again, then we 
will vote.

(Yes; 677; No, 119)

REIST: The vote is on the sub-
stitute motion. The substitute motion 
to adopt all the rules as presented by 
the Commission and the ADCA with 
the exception of Rule 44.

BISHOP BROWN: That matter 
is before you. As soon as the screen 
is up, we will permit you to vote.  
Alright, if you approve the substi-
tute, you would vote one for yes. If 
you do not approve of the substitute, 
you would vote no; vote now. You 
have approved the substitute. Thank 
you. 

(Yes, 547; No, 276)

BISHOP BROWN: We continue. 

Rules Committee Chair 
Explains Rule 44

DUNCAN MCMILLIAN:  I will 
skip through the next 80% of my 
report. I thank you all for your time 
and due diligence in this though, I 
really appreciate it.

Lastly, I move for the adop-
tion of Rule 44. One of the charges 
brought to the commission was 
finding a system of rules and orders 
that reflected the global nature of the 
church, something that could be used 
within the framework of Robert’s 
Rules of Order would not. This 
would temporarily create a hybrid 
plurality system that when complet-
ed would return us to the traditional 
legislative system that we vote on, 
petitions or various petitions versus 
the myriad of petitions we vote on 
through legislative committees. This 
process, used on an issue determined 
by The Commission on General 

Conference. This Rule to be enacted 
would then be voted on by the body.  
It helps create the proposed system 
and the language. It allows for small 
group discussion and ideas to be 
presented in a manner that may be 
limited within our current adopted 
rules of order. These small groups 
would be representative of the 
global nature of the church and their 
diversity. They will work to discuss 
and create a trend sheet that will be 
returned to a larger facilitation team.  
Each small group would be required 
to submit a group response sheet, 
which will help us create a larger 
master document, which could be 
a singular or slate of petitions. The 
facilitation team would determine 
these trends based off the responses 
of each individual sheet. During the 
small group process there will be 
monitors that can be used to remind 
us of behavior and guidelines that we 
have approved when discussing and 
practicing Christian Conferencing.

As I mentioned earlier, these 
response sheets would be finalized 
and be submitted to the facilitation 
team, which would be elected by 
you, the plenary floor. The slate of 
delegates for nomination comes from 
The Leadership Discernment Com-
mittee on the Council of Bishops.  
Six members would comprise this 
committee, in addition to the Secre-
tary of the General Conference who 
would serve as an ex-officio member.  
Impartiality is important and crucial 
in these six members; their goal is to 
read the trends of the response sheets 
and craft a document that would then 
be brought back to the plenary floor 
and voted on within our traditional 
framework of rules.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 
I am receiving some inquiries that I 
want to address, and let me call upon 
them as I have recognized them. I 
want to recognize at mic. 5, David 
Bard, if you would go to mic. 5, and 
I would ask Dorothee Benz to go to 
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mic. 6, so you would be next to be 
recognized.

DAVID ALAN BARD (Minne-
sota):  Bishop and members of the 
General Conference, I believe we 
are getting a bit ahead of ourselves. 
According to Rule 28, the motion to 
substitute, which we just considered, 
makes the substitute motion the main 
motion, and thus, open for further 
amendments, and discussion. Like 
many of you, I want to move things 
along, but according to our rules, 
we still need to approve the substi-
tute motion, which is now the main 
motion before us.

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. 

(Bishop conferring on the stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  There are 
disadvantages, there are disadvan-
tages when your chair is fatigued. 
Again, you are correct. We moved 
past that, and we did not take the 
second vote. The substitute we 
approved before is the main motion. 
It is now before us for adoption. We 
will delay picking up Rule 44, and 
we’ll come back to that. Alright. Be-
cause we’re back to that, we’re back 
in the situation of getting ready to 
clear the queue, but I will recognize 
the person who is, I had indicated I 
would call upon, because I’ve had 
to ask her to go back several times, 
and I want to be fair to everyone. So, 
I’m gonna call on Dorothee Benz 
at mic. 6, and if your comment is 
appropriate to our present situation, 
I would invite you to speak. Our 
present situation is the whole matter 
is before us. Do you wish to speak to 
the main motion?

DOROTHEE BENZ (New 
York):  (unintelligible) once again, a 
point of information, and it is in fact 
the same point of information, which 
is clarification of what nonverbal dis-
tractions are, because as I understand 
it, we’ve just voted to ban nonverbal 
distractions, without answering the 
question as to what they are. So—

BISHOP BROWN:  Yes, yes.
BENZ:  I am still seeking an 

answer to what is a nonverbal dis-
traction.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright, and 
I think that’s in order now. It pertains 
to Rule 18, which is included in 
what’s before us in this motion. So, 
can you speak to that inquiry?

MCMILLAN:  Yes, I can. Rule 
18 was added after the feedback 
sheets based off the 2012 General 
Conference survey, and this is almost 
identical language to that, of the 
expectations of behavior for dele-
gates, and as you can see, it’s clearly 
see stated that it’s up to the presiding 
chair to determine what is a distrac-
tion. So, that is up to discretion of 
the chair.

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. Thank 
you. He’s answered. I’m looking at 
the queue and recognizing. Those 
that had queued on the previous 
matter are not being recognized. We 
are now going to those that have 
queued on the present issue, and I 
recognize—

(Bishop conferring on the stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  I recognize 
John Lomperis, mic. 1, for an inqui-
ry or a point of order. Would invite 
Jeff Jernigan to go to mic. 6 –

JOHN LOMPERIS (Indiana):  
Clarification—

BISHOP BROWN:  To call you 
next. Yes, please, Mr. Lomperis.

LOMPERIS:  So, if what’s 
before us is the main motion to adopt 
everything, except for Rule 44, is 
this motion amendable? If somebody 
would like to propose an amendment 
to some parts of the rules within this 
motion, because before, I understand 
that was being referred for tomorrow. 
So, can we amend this motion before 
us today?

BISHOP BROWN:  This motion 
can be amended.

LOMPERIS:  Thank you, Bish-
op.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 
Alright. Jeff Jernigan, North Geor-
gia. Thank you, Mr. Jernigan.

JEFF S. JERNIGAN (North 
Georgia): Jeff Jernigan, North Geor-
gia, Lay. Point of order. I think under 
the current rules we’re working on, 
we’re supposed to be using placards, 
because we’ve not adopted the rules 
that says we’re gonna use these ma-
chines, and we have had two differ-
ent iPads at our table. It still does not 
work. So, we do not have Internet at 
our table. Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 

(Bishop conferring on the stage)

(pause)

BISHOP WARNER H. BROWN 
JR: Too big a space. OK friends. 
Here’s our situation. We have been 
trying to use the new technology to 
learn and move forward to facilitate 
us getting through the rules more 
quickly. The parliamentary inquiry 
is correct. We are still under the old 
rules, and the old rules call for the 
cards, and the cards would need 
to be distributed. The old rule also 
means, that the end of our day is 
9:30 and not 6:30. 

(applause)

Therefore, your chair is about 
to call a recess to allow the cards to 
be set out, and we will reconvene 
this evening. That is our situation. 
If we do not do that, and we do not 
adopt any rules tonight, we will be 
delayed until Thursday before we 
have rules adopted for this con-
ference, and we will be operating 
under the old rules, and our process 
will be delayed considerably. So, 
we can begin working on that now. 
So, given that situation, we will be 
in recess, and we will reconvene the 
session at 8:00 p.m. to give you an 
opportunity to get some dinner. We 
stand in recess. 



2026  Tuesday Evening Proceedings  May 13, 2016

Tuesday Evening 
May 10, 2016

BISHOP BROWN: Let us be 
in order, friends.  I’ve asked Bishop 
Nhanala to open us in prayer.  

BISHOP JOAQUINA F. NHA-
NALA (simultaneous translation): 
Let us pray. The Holy Spirit is 
among us since we began our agenda 
and we believe that he will remain 
with us this evening. We pray for all 
those who will be leading our work 
and for all of us here present that His 
Holy Spirit, our Lord, will be with us 
for now. Now and forever.

BISHOP BROWN: Let me share 
with the body where we are in our 
procedures using the voting ma-
chines. We will not be using the IPad 
queuing system this evening. Instead 
we will be using the card system. On 
each of your tables you should have 
cards, red, green and yellow. Red is 
a speech against the item before us, 
green is a speech in favor and yellow 
are for other matters such as pro-
cedural motions and amendments. 
I call your attention to the fact that 
because we do have a lighting prob-
lem in the part of the house and the 
size of the rooms, seeing the cards 
is a little bit challenging and so we 
will ask that you help us to be steady 
there and be patient as we look 
around and seek to recognize you. 
It would be helpful, for example, if 
we hold off waving our cards and so 
forth when we’re trying to make an-
nouncements or other kinds of things 
and wait until we are ready to begin 
with the business and the chair can 
pay attention to where you are and 
attempting to recognize you.

As far as the business before us 
at this time, the matter currently be-
fore us is the main motion to approve 
all the rules except for Rule 44. That 
is what is before us. In listening to 
the body, your chair and the bishops 
that are assisting me, have heard the 
discussion and sense some uneasi-

ness in some of the body in a desire 
to perhaps defer some of the issues. 
I would point out that given the late-
ness of the hour, and the fact that we 
have not gotten to Rule 44 yet, your 
chair is going to defer Rule 44 until 
tomorrow. We sensed that in some of 
the discussion that has been happen-
ing that there were some questions 
about a couple of other rules and it 
would help the chair if you would 
permit me to test the house for your 
sentiment to give us guidance as to 
how we could move forward and you 
could exercise your will as easily 
and directly as possible. And so, the 
chair is going to ask you to inform 
the chair of the sense of the body.

I am going to test the body right 
now. In listening to the discussion 
it seems possible that some of you 
wish to discuss Rule 6 around the 
queuing system and Rule 18 around 
disruptions a little bit more. And so, 
I want to test the body so that you 
know whether some of you want to 
take Rule 6 and Rule 18 out of the 
main motion that is before us before 
we proceed. This is not an effort of 
the chair to make a motion, you will 
still have to make motions when the 
time comes, but this is to give the 
chair a sense of the house. If there is 
no objection, what I would propose 
to do is individually ask the house 
if you would like to defer consid-
eration of Rule 6 until tomorrow. 
That means you would talk about 
it tomorrow, if you approve doing 
that. This is not a motion this is to 
say, yeah, we would like to do that. 
I will ask the same question about 
Rule 18 individually.  Are we clear?  
Alright. Would you please take your 
voting pads? Alright.  We’re going to 
put the question up regarding Rule 6 
first.  Would the body like to defer a 
decision on Rule 6 until tomorrow?  
If you would like to defer, would you 
press one (1) for yes?  If you do not 
want to defer, press two (2) for no. 
Please press now. [No, 343; Yes, 307]

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK, so 
the sense of the house is you do not 
want to defer Rule 6. OK. Let me 
ask the same question with regard to 
Rule 8, Rule 18, 18. Do you wish to 
defer consideration of Rule 18 until 
tomorrow? If you would defer, press 
one (1) for yes. If you do not wish 
to defer, press two (2) for no. Please 
press now. [No, 467; Yes, 210]

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK, and 
you do not wish to defer that. That 
means we are back to the main mo-
tion. This main motion is before us. 
I recognize a card. Would you go to 
microphone one (1) there, I believe.  
[No, 467; Yes, 210]

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  Please, 
name, name and conference, please.

BETH ANN COOK (Indi-
ana):  My name is Beth Ann Cook, 
from Indiana Annual Conference, 
and I rise to ask that we defer Rule 
31.3, which has to do with outside 
speakers in legislative groups, and if 
there’s a second, I’ll speak to it. 

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright, 
there’s a second. Please speak to it.

COOK:  We have a very limited 
amount of time to work through a lot 
of issues, especially in the legislative 
groups, and some of our legislative 
groups have more petitions than ever 
before. We have one because of the 
combination of two (2) previous 
legislative groups that’s over two hun-
dred (200). This current rule would 
allow a small number or the chair to 
invite outside speakers to speak for 
a long time, which I believe would 
waste legislative group time and make 
us unlikely to get to all the petitions 
that have been submitted, and one 
of the things I value in The United 
Methodist Church is that we allow all 
of our people across the connection to 
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be heard by submitting petitions, and 
I believe it’s important for us to pre-
serve time to hear those petitions. So, 
I would like for this to be deferred.

BISHOP BROWN: Alright, that 
is before you. OK. Alright. This is a 
motion to defer consideration of this 
rule. Red card in the back, and would 
you come to the closest microphone. 
Name and conference please.

KEVIN G. GOODWIN (Pen-
insula-Delaware): (unintelligible) 
Kevin Goodwin, Peninsula-Delaware 
Conference, lay delegate on his 
birthday. So, I appreciate everybody 
coming to my birthday party. Sorry, 
I didn’t order cake. I oppose this 
because in the committee that I’m in, 
which is finance, sometimes we have 
members of some of the agencies 
there that are absolutely necessary to 
provide us with some of the detailed 
information that the delegates don’t 
have, and if we pass this rule, they 
would not be able to have the ability 
to help explain some of the legisla-
tion that we will be dealing with. So, 
I oppose this amendment.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. 
Now to be clear with the body, the 
motion is not to oppose this rule 
but to defer a decision on it until 
tomorrow. Alright? Anyone else 
wish to speak? The yellow card right 
here. Would you go to the closest 
microphone? Yellow card right 
there. Would you go to the closest 
microphone? State your name and 
conference.

JENNIFER ELLON IHLO (Bal-
timore-Washington):  Jen Ihlo, Bal-
timore-Washington lay delegate. It is 
unclear to me which rule the motion 
is about, because the rules as printed 
have the 2012 version stricken, and 
the proposed rule inserted. I think we 
need to be clear about exactly what 
the number is. Thank you.

Call to Defer Rule 31.3

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. To be 
clear, it’s the new Rule 31.3. It is on 

p. 87. It is a revision of the former 
Rule 29, and it is the third point in 
parentheses under that paragraph. 
Alright. OK, another yellow card to 
my left. OK.

STEVE LYLES (North Ala-
bama):  (unintelligible)

BISHOP BROWN:  Surely, 
we’ll take that in consideration. I 
see a red card to the left here. OK. 
Alright. Far left here. Yes, sir, if you 
would go to the nearest microphone. 
State your name and conference. 

GREGORY DEAN GROSS 
(Northern Illinois):  (unintelligible) 
Northern Illinois Conference, clergy 
delegate. I rise to speak against this 
deferment. This rule isn’t meant to 
bring in and allow guest speakers. 
We can have that now. What this is 
meant to do is to provide a limit on 
the time frame, so the new informa-
tion here is three minutes. And so, 
we need to have this information, but 
this is a way to limit it.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. 
Thank you. 

(Bishop confers on the stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  We have 
had two against. Is there anyone 
wishing to speak for? In the far right 
I see a green card. Would you go to 
the nearest microphone? State your 
name, and conference. 

STEVEN PAUL FURR (Ala-
bama-West Florida):  Steve Furr, 
Alabama-West Florida Conference. 
I would support this motion because 
you still have the opportunity to hear 
outside speakers, except this is an 
exception to the majority vote. Obvi-
ously, if the majority of the commit-
tee is not interested in hearing them, 
it’s probably not that effective. We 
have operated under these rules for 
many years, and if the committee as 
a majority wants to hear it, that still 
is an opportunity. 

BISHOP BROWN:  I remind the 
body that we are not addressing the 
substance of what that rule is about 

at this time. This is just a motion to 
defer adopting the rule right now, 
and that we will be discussing it 
later. Yes. Red card right here.

SCOTT LAMONT JOHNSON 
(Upper New York):  Scott Johnson, 
Upper New York, laity. I would 
speak against a motion to defer, be-
cause, while the maker of the motion 
spoke very clearly as to her reasons 
against the substance, what was not 
clear was the reason why we could 
not act on it tonight, and, so, I would 
say since we have reconvened, that 
it is in our interest to actually take 
steps tonight, since there seems to be 
very little debate on substance. So, I 
would speak against the deferment, 
which was the motion.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. 
Thank you. I saw a green card 
straight ahead. Yes, sir.

RUKANG CHIKOMB (North-
West Katanga):  Bishop, Rukang 
Chikomb North Katanga—

BISHOP BROWN:  Can you 
speak directly into the mic.?

CHIKOMB:  Yes, sir.
BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you.
CHIKOMB:  Rukang Chikomb, 

from North Katanga Conference. 
I am from deferring this rule. We 
have spent too much waste time 
today because of mistakes. If we can 
get clarity on this rule as we defer, 
would be good tomorrow can work 
about this rule. 

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. 
We have had three speakers for, and 
three speakers against this matter. 
According to your rules, the matter 
is before you.

BISHOP BROWN:  We have 
had three speakers for and three 
speakers against this matter. Accord-
ing to your rules, the matter is before 
you. We will take this to a vote. Do 
you wish to defer Rule 31.3.? If you 
would defer consideration of that 
rule, you would vote yes by pushing 
1, no by pushing 2, if you do not 
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want to defer consideration. Please 
vote now.

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  You have 
not deferred that item. The full matter 
is before you. Yellow card, back here. 

[No, 496; Yes, 253)

Motion to Delete Rules 12 & 18

KATIE Z. DAWSON (Iowa 
Conference):  Katie Dawson, clergy, 
Iowa Conference. I would like to 
move to remove Rules 12 and 18 
from the main motion for the pur-
pose of amendment. 

BISHOP BROWN:  Is there 
a second? I hear a second. Please 
continue.

DAWSON:  I would like to 
move to delete from Rule 12 and 
Rule 18 the sentence, “Verbal and 
nonverbal distractions are prohibit-
ed.” And, the reason that I’m—

BISHOP BROWN:  Let me ask 
a clarity, if I may. We would need 
to vote simply to remove or not 
remove. If you want to amend those 
items, you would amend them when 
they are before us.

DAWSON:  Fair enough.
BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. 

Thank you. That is the motion before 
us. Does anyone wish to speak to the 
motion to remove those 2 items to 
defer?

DAWSON:  I am not suggesting 
deferring.

BISHOP BROWN:  I’m sorry. I 
misheard. Say it again, please.

DAWSON:  I move to remove 
them from the consideration of the 
main motion.

BISHOP BROWN:  Ah. Remove 
them from the main motion. Thank 
you for restating that.

(Bishop conferring on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. Al-
right. Alright. Any questions? Any-

one wishing to speak to the motion 
to remove those from consideration 
of the main motion? I see no one 
asking to speak. Yes, a question? 
Yellow card.

TIMOTHY J. RISS (New York 
Conference):  Tim Riss from New 
York. Bishop, forgive me. I’m tired 
and confused too. Didn’t you say 
earlier that when, when this came 
before us, this main motion, that 
we would be able to amend it? And, 
now, why are we removing things in 
order to amend?

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. We are 
amending it now. In other words, 
those two rules were being removed 
from the main motion. They can be 
brought back. They are no longer 
part of the main motion that we’re 
voting on. If the maker of this 
amendment wishes to perfect these 
items, she can perfect them when 
they come as individual motions to 
adopt them as individual rules.

(Bishop conferring on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. So, 
just to be clear, these two rules, if 
you approve this action, would come 
back later, and the maker of the 
motion would have the opportunity 
to amend them. OK? Alright, is that 
clear? Alright. Anyone else? I see no 
one else asking to speak on this. If 
you would approve removing Rules 
12 and 18 from consideration at this 
time, so that they can be brought 
back later, would you vote one (1) 
for yes, or two (2) for no. Please vote 
now. [No, 536; Yes, 222]

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  The body 
does not wish to remove them. 
Alright. Can we identify the one 
person that wants to be recognized 
over there, and I will try to do it? I 
see two asking to be recognized. Just 
one. Alright. Let me recognize the 
yellow card there, and go to the mic. 
Thank you. 

JOSEPH L. HARRIS (Oklaho-
ma Conference):  Joe Harris, Okla-
homa Conference, clergy. I move on 
the main motion and all questions 
before us.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright, the 
previous question has been moved 
on the main motion. Is there a 
second? I’ve heard a second. We’re 
ready to vote. We’re ready to vote. 
If you want to vote now, you would 
vote yes, press one (1). If you want 
to debate more, you would vote no, 
press (2). Please vote now. [Yes, 679; 
No, 87]

(pause)

You have voted to end the de-
bate. The main motion is now before 
you without further debate. If you 
would approve the main motion, as 
soon as the machine is queued up, 
we’ll do this. We’re ready to go? 
Alright. If you would approve the 
main motion, which is the approval 
of Rules 1-40, correct? All but 44. 
One through forty-three. That is 
what is before you. If you would 
approve that—point of order. What is 
your point of order? Mic. right here, 
thank you. 

JANE NEWMAN BROOKS 
(North Georgia Conference):  Thank 
you. Jane Brooks, North Georgia. 
Could we ask the chair to please 
restate the motions before we vote? 
Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  Surely. In 
fact, I’m going to ask the secretary to 
restate the motion. Thank you.

L. FITZGERALD REIST (Sec-
retary of the General Conference):  
Jerry Reist, the substitute motion to 
adopt all of the rules as presented by 
the commission in the ADCA, with 
the exception of Rule 44.

BISHOP BROWN:  That’s 
what’s before you. Is this a point of 
order? OK, go to a mic., and tell me 
your point of order.

STEVEN PAUL FURR (Ala-
bama-West Florida Conference):  
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Steve Furr, Alabama-West Florida. 
Just for my information, if we vote 
these rules down, then do we revert 
to the 2012 rules?

BISHOP BROWN:  If this is 
voted down, it would be referred 
back to the Rule Committee, to 
bring a plan of action for us to go 
forward. Alright. Alright. We’re 
ready to vote. Thank you. If you 
would approve the motion as it was 
read by the secretary, vote yes by 
pushing one (1). If you oppose the 
motion, push two (2).

MICHAEL FRANKLIN 
CHILDS (Mississippi Conference):  
Point of order.

BISHOP BROWN:  Just a 
moment. Hold off voting. Let’s scrub 
that voting. Yes, sir, what’s this, your 
point of order?

CHILDS:  Mike Childs, Missis-
sippi Conference. I, I appeal to the 
house on that last decision. I believe 
that it is correct that the 2012 rules 
go into effect if we vote down the 
proposed standing rules.

BISHOP BROWN:  Well, the 
rule of the chair was just interpret-
ing what has happened. The state of 
our situation, we are under the 2012 
rules now.

CHILDS:  Right.
BISHOP BROWN:  And your 

Rules Committee is empowered to 
bring a report to the body. If you take 
this action, it is still within their au-
thority to bring another report to the 
body. We’re under the rules of 2012 
until the body decides otherwise.

CHILDS:  So, to get back to 
2012 for our conference, we’d have 
to vote down tonight, and then vote 
them down when they bring back the 
report?

BISHOP BROWN:  If the body 
chooses not to adopt any changes to 
the rules, you are under the rules that 
you are under. OK. Thank you. This 
matter is before you. If you would 
approve the motion that is before 
you vote one (1) if you approve. Vote 

two (2) if you do not approve. Please 
vote now. [Yes, 518; No, 258.]

(pause)

Rules 1-43 Approved

BISHOP BROWN:  The Rules 1 
– 43 have been adopted. Thank you. 
Do we have other business, Mr. Sec-
retary? We’ll call, we will respond 
to your point of order. The chair is 
seeking clarity. I will recognize you 
in a moment. 

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  Thank you. 
Now, I recognize microphone for 
your point of order, thank you. 

Ruling to Defer 
Rule 44 Challenged

SHAYLA ALLYSSA RAE-
ANNE JORDAN (Great Plains):  
Shayla Jordan, Great Plains Annual 
Conference. With all due respect, 
Bishop, I would like to challenge 
your decision to defer Rule 44 until 
tomorrow, and I would speak to it if I 
have a second.

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. First of 
all, the, it is prerogative of the pre-
siding officer to take the agenda we 
are approaching. We are pretty late 
in the evening from what originally 
scheduled you. I would just request 
you consider the body, to give us 
time to proceed. This is not an at-
tempt to put it off. It is to prepare for 
the discussion of it, and to make sure 
we got some other items dealt with. 
If the body wants to deal with this 
tonight, we can, we can take it on. 
That won’t take us another hour of 
being here to the full time, if that’s 
your desire. Is that your desire?

JORDAN: I would at least desire 
us to vote whether or not we want to 
defer it. 

BISHOP BROWN:  We will 
respect that. The chair will inquire of 
the house. OK. Thank you. 

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright. 
While the secretary is checking for 
something else, I am going to do 
a sense of the house, allowing the 
chair may not have fully recognized 
the sense of the house. So, I’m gonna 
test you. If you wish to continue con-
sideration of the rules on Rule 44, I 
am not recognizing any cards until I 
clarify this question, and then I will 
turn it over to the body. This is just, 
this is not an official action. This is 
a testing of the sense of the house to 
help the chair give you leadership 
here. If it is the sense of the house 
that you would like to continue 
discussion of the rules to consider 
Rule 44 tonight, I am gonna ask you 
to press one (1) for yes. If you would 
prefer to wait and consider Rule 44 
tomorrow, would you press two (2) 
for no. Would, I am sorry, yes, its 
tonight or tomorrow. You’re gonna, 
it’s still before us as business. Vote 
now please. [No, 439; Yes, 350]

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  OK, the 
house is mixed. So, we can under-
stand sentiment, but the sense of the 
majority of the house would prefer 
we defer. OK. Thank you. And we 
got some other items. Yes. I see an in-
quiry back here. A yellow card in the 
very back of the room. Gentleman, 
blue shirt. Name and conference. 

WILLIAM HENRY STIKES 
(North Georgia):  William Stikes, 
North Georgia, lay. If we just passed 
the rules, then we are out of order, 
because we have to get out of here 
at 6:30 p.m., unless we suspend the 
rules we just passed. 

(applause)

STIKES:  So, that’s a point of 
order. Also, table 163 still doesn’t 
have a working iPad. Thank you.

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. Well, 
I appreciate the effort, and I am 
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trying to get you out of here as soon 
as I can. We are extended, the time, 
under the rules that were in force at 
the time, and we will continue until 
this plenary has completed what will 
happen for this evening, and then we 
will be under there. 

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  We are 
not, just to clarify, the secretary will 
clarify, we are not using the iPads 
because of the previous action that 
put us under the old rules for this 
evening. Alright? Green card. Please 
note, there’s nothing before us for 
you to speak in favor of or against 
right now. So, I will recognize the 
yellow card. Please state your reason 
for rising, and friends, those of you 
wish to get out of here soon this 
evening, your chair is trying.

JENNIFER ELLON IHLO 
(Baltimore-Washington):  Jen Ihlo, 
Baltimore-Washington, lay delegate. 
Bishop, with all due respect, I raise 
a point of order, that amendments 
should have been allowed as to the 
substitute motion when it was passed 
and became the main motion pursu-
ant to Rule 28, or 26, p. 85, line 895, 
sub-point three (.3). Debate, includ-
ing the offering of amendments, 
moves forward on the main motion. 
There were amendments offered that 
were not allowed. So, I raise a point 
of parliamentary inquiry that what 
we have just done is out of order.

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  I am just 
gonna speak to your point of or-
der, and, and, wish you would stay 
close to a mic. in case I need to get 
clarification from you, thank you. 
The main motion was before us 
when there were several actions that 
were offered. There was discussion 
of matters that were before the body, 
and I am not sure what amendment 
you are talking about that was not 
allowed to the main motion.

IHLO:  It was an amendment, 
Your Honor, to rule, excuse me, 
Bishop—

(laughter)

BISHOP BROWN: I take all the 
honor I can get.

IHLO:  It was an amendment 
made to remove the language as to 
Rule 18 and I believe it was Rule 12.

BISHOP BROWN:  OK. Let 
me clarify the reason for the ruling. 
The motion was to remove 12 and 
18 for the purpose that they might 
be amended. OK? An amendment 
to what was before us to remove 12 
and 18 was permitted, and that was 
defeated. What was not permitted 
was amending 12 and 18. 12 and 18, 
if they had been removed to be acted 
on separately, they could have been 
amended. The effort to remove them 
was an amendment that was permit-
ted and was defeated. I’m afraid your 
inquiry is out of order, because that 
was allowed and the house decided 
differently.

JENNIFER IHLO:  May I chal-
lenge the ruling of the chair?

BISHOP BROWN:  It would 
appear your inquiry is out of order, 
if—OK. Thank you.

JENNIFER ELLON IHLO 
(Baltimore-Washington):  May I 
challenge the ruling of the chair?  

BISHOP BROWN:  It would 
appear your inquiry is out of order.  
Ok? Thank you. We are preparing 
to recess friends. There are, I just 
call your attention, and I want to 
respect the house and I will respond 
to persons that have questions/in-
quiry. I just want the body to know 
where we are before I do that. So 
just for a moment, put the cards 
down and I will look again if you 
still want to raise them in a moment.  
We have a couple of items that we 
must approve this evening to allow 
the work to proceed tomorrow. They 
include the elections of persons that 
are in your DCA for Coordinator of 

the Calendar, the Interjurisdictional 
Committee on the Episcopacy.  

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

Presentation of Administrative 
Committees Nominees

BISHOP BROWN:  Just these 
two? Ok? These four, I’m sorry. I 
was looking in the wrong place. The 
Committee on Agenda and Calen-
dar, Committee on Correlation and 
Editorial Revision, Committee on 
Courtesies and Privileges, Commit-
tee on Credentials, Committee on 
Presiding Officers, Committee on 
Reference. We need to vote on these 
tonight so that your conference can 
function tomorrow. I lift that up and 
that is what I am trying to get before 
you. With that in mind, those are the 
things we must do tonight. Now I in 
respect to the body will find out what 
is the point of your inquiry sir?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Stanley— 

BISHOP BROWN:  Excuse me 
sir, you are out of order.  I didn’t 
recognize you. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
I’m sorry. I thought you did.  

RUKANG CHIKOMB (North-
West Katanga):  Thank you so much.  
Rukang Chikomb from North Katan-
ga Conference. We just adopted the 
rules. Those rules were adopted on a 
two-third. How do we know that? 

BISHOP BROWN:  I’m sorry.  
Would you restate your point?

CHIKOMB:  We just adopted 
the rules. My question is. My ques-
tion is, is it adopted to the two-third 
account?

BISHOP BROWN:  No, it is not 
required for adopting the rules for 
it to be two-thirds. Amending rules 
would require a larger majority. 

CHIKOMB:  If we checked in 
the line . . . 

BISHOP BROWN:  And sus-
pending the rules would require that. 
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CHIKOMB: With my respect, if 
you check the line 1094 and 1095.

BISHOP BROWN:  With those 
backing me up, please take a look at 
that. Would you restate the numbers 
that you were calling attention to, 
please?

CHIKOMB:  It is 1094, 1095.  
BISHOP BROWN:  That pas-

sage again has to do with amending 
or changing. This is adopting the 
rules at the beginning of the confer-
ence and adopting the report, so that 
does not apply to this action. Ok?  
The question in the back, please.  
Yes, the yellow card all the way in 
the back.  Yes Ma’am.  

HOLLY JEAN GRANT (East 
Ohio):  Thank you, bishop. Hol-
ly Grant from East Ohio. I would 
just like to make a request of the 
bishops that the tablet queue visible 
to the presiding bishop be shown on 
the monitor visible to the delega-
tion as a whole, and my reason for 
this is for the transparency. With 
the papers, we could see who was 
up, who had been standing up for 
a while, and I think seeing that 
monitor would help in establishing 
a little more sense of fairness in this 
whole process of using the moni-
tors. And the other thing as far as 
time management, we would know 
if there are five people in front of 
us speaking for, we don’t need to 
put our name in there. This is just a 
request I’d like to make.

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright.  
I’m going to refer your request to the 
Committee on General Conference.  
Ok? Let’s move to those officers, the 
committees that need to be elected so 
you can do your work.  

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

 BISHOP BROWN: Alrighty.  I 
call your attention; these are on pag-
es 1714 and 1715. We are going to 
vote yes or no to elect these commit-
tees. Ok. If you are clear, if you are 
ready to vote, if you would vote now.  

One (1) to elect; two (2) no, not to 
elect. (Yes, 660; No, 64)

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

BISHOP BROWN:  You have 
elected those persons. Thank you.  
Alright. The last thing that we need 
is a report from the Committee on 
Agenda and Calendar and we will 
have completed our business for 
tonight. Agenda and calendar.  

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  As a part of 
that process, we have to first of all 
receive a nomination for a chair of 
that committee.

Brumbaugh Coordinator 
of Calendar

JERRY REIST:  As Secretary of 
the General Conference, I nominate 
Dr. Susan Brumbaugh as coordinator 
of the calendar.  

BISHOP BROWN:  Alright, that 
motion is before you.  

TRACY SMITH MALONE 
(Norther Illinois):  Bishop Brown 
and delegates, on behalf of the 
Committee on Agenda and Calendar, 
I move to elect Susan Brumbaugh as 
coordinator of the calendar.  

BISHOP BROWN:  That is a 
motion properly before you. If you 
would elect Susan Brumbaugh as co-
ordinator of the calendar; again, are 
we prepared to vote? It is not up yet. 

(Bishop conferring on stage.)

BISHOP BROWN: Are we 
ready? Alright. Ok, if you would 
elect, press one (1) for yes, two (2) 
for no. Vote now.  

(coordinator of the calendar elected; 
yes – 761; no – 34)

(Pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  You have 
elected. Thank you. The report of the 

Committee on Agenda and Calendar 
will now be given by Tracy Smith 
Malone, committee chair.  

TRACY SMITH MALONE 
(Committee on Agenda and Cal-
endar): Thank you Bishop Brown 
and delegates. You can find the 
duties and the responsibilities of the 
Committee on Agenda and Calen-
dar in the Advance Daily Christian 
Advocate, Volume 1; pp. 56 and 57.  
Again, that is the ADCA, Volume 1, 
pp. 56 and 57. The Committee on 
Agenda and Calendar is responsible 
for guiding the order of business of 
the conference, keeping an overview 
of our calendar progress, conferring 
daily with the legislative chairper-
sons, giving each legislative com-
mittee time to report, and scheduling 
legislation according to the priorities 
as set forth by our General Con-
ference rules. I would like to now 
draw your attention to today’s Daily 
Christian Advocate. Turn to p. 1660.   
Again, that is 1660 in today’s DCA.  
There you will find the proposed 
agenda for the General Conference.  
Again, our proposed agenda is locat-
ed on page 1660.  

There were some inconsistencies 
in the printing of times for tomor-
row’s agenda, and these will be 
corrected in tomorrow’s DCA. The 
Calendar Committee will be meeting 
at 7:00 in morning, and we will be 
bringing before the body a revised 
schedule for tomorrow’s session, and 
you will receive this following the 
scheduled episcopal address. Bishop 
Brown, I therefore now move the 
adoption of the agenda as printed, 
through tomorrow evening, I’m 
sorry, through tomorrow’s morning’s 
break. Let me repeat that. I move the 
adoption of the agenda as printed 
through tomorrow morning’s break.

BISHOP BROWN:  All right. 
This motion is before you. Can I ask 
you to vote on your voting devices? 
As soon as the, do you approve the 
agenda at it has presented through, 
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as it’s been described by the chair-
person? OK, if you would approve, 
one (1) for yes, two (2) for no. 
Please vote now.

(pause)

BISHOP BROWN:  That has 
been approved. Thank you

(vote to approve the agenda through 
tomorrow morning’s break passed; 

yes - 795; no – 10)

MALONE:  Thank you, Bishop.
BISHOP BROWN:  We have 

some announcements from our 
secretary.

L. FITZGERALD REIST (Sec-
retary of the General Conference):  
The Committee on Rules has asked 
to meet on the stage immediately 
after adjournment. The Committee 
on Rules has asked to meet at the 
stage immediately after adjourn-
ment. Please take all personal items 
with you tonight, including any 
trash. This will help our cleaning 
crew not to have to work as late, so 
please take your personal items with 
you.

I have been asked to inform you 
that Barbara Boigegrain, the General 
Secretary from the General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits, is not 
with us at the opening of General 
Conference. She was asked to attend 
the gathering of world leaders in 
values-driven investing by the Arch 
Bishop of Canterbury. She will be 
arriving on Thursday.

If there are questions about the 
vote queuing system, they made be 
brought to the representatives of 
this system. They are over at that 
end of the room. They are to the left 
of the translation booth, near the 
exit doors. They would be willing 
to answer any questions about the 
vote queuing system. That’s voice 
queuing system.

(Bishop conferring on stage)

BISHOP BROWN:  Friends, I 
thank you for your patience on this 
dreary, long day. I want to thank 
the bishops that have assisted me 
this evening, Bishop Coyner and 
Bishop Weaver, and I thank you for 
your cooperation and good spirit. I 
want to lift up for prayer a couple 
of prayer concerns as we prepare to 
go forward this evening. A delegate 
from Mozambique North, Júlia 
Nhamajeho, left Mozambique but 
did not arrive as expected in Port-
land. It was later learned that in the 
afternoon when she did arrive, she 
had become very ill and was taken 
to the hospital, and she is in ICU in 
one of our local hospitals. So, we 
ask you to remember her and keep 
her in prayer.

We also ask you to remember 
Bishop Carter, who fell earlier this 
evening, and we keep him in your 
prayers. And we pray also for those 
that we are not aware of this evening 
from the body, those among your 
colleagues who may be under the 
weather, those who have family and 
others of concern, that are facing ill-
ness or other special needs. We pray 
God’s blessing on all of them, and to 
keep them comfort. And now, let us 
pray for the closing of this evening’s 
session.

Gracious God, thank you 
for smiling upon us this day, and 
guiding us through this evening’s 
work. Bless the persons that we have 
named that are in special need of 
your care, and bless also those ones 
that are named only in the hearts of 
these, your people, but you know 
their needs, and we ask you to bless 
them as it is your will. And bless us 
too, O God. Allow us an evening’s 
rest and freshly prepare for the work 
of tomorrow. May we dedicate all 
of this to you and to your glory. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

ALL:  Amen.
BISHOP BROWN:  We are in 

recess.

Wednesday Morning, 
May 11, 2016

SCOTT LAMONT JOHNSON 
(Upper New York):  Friends we 
would like to move to our time of 
worship. If you would take your place 
and remain standing as you are able.

JOHNSON:  Go, and tell John 
what you hear and see. The blind re-
ceive their sight; the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed; the deaf hear; 
the dead are raised; the poor have 
good news brought to them. 

JOHNSON and MEREDITH 
MCNABB (Virginia): The reign of 
God is here.

JOHNSON: Go and tell John 
what you hear and see, the blind 
receive their sight.

MCNABB:  Praise God for our 
missionaries in Palestine, Alex and 
Brenda Awod who minister to those 
blinded and disabled by war in Gaza.

JOHNSON and MCNABB:  The 
reign of God is here.

JOHNSON:  Go, and tell John 
what you hear and see.  The lame 
walk.

MCNABB:  Praise God for the 
Jerusalem Princess Bosma Center for 
Disabled Children, which evaluates 
and provides options for children 
with special needs, including physi-
cal disabilities. The center also trains 
parents on proper techniques for 
helping their children at home.

JOHNSON and MCNABB:  The 
reign of God is here.

JOHNSON:  Go, and tell John 
what you hear and see. The lepers 
are cleansed.

MCNABB:  Praise God for 
the members of Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church in Saipan, as they 
bring healing to the lost and the 
lonely following Typhoon Soudelor.

JOHNSON:  Go, and tell John 
what you hear and see. The dead are 
raised.

MCNABB:  Praise God for the 
Mar Elias Peace Center in the Mid-
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dle East where peace and reconcilia-
tion are created daily from the ashes 
of despair as students of different 
faith traditions learn with and from 
each other.

JOHNSON and MCNABB:  The 
reign of God is here.

JOHNSON:  Go, and tell John 
what you hear and see.  The poor 
have good news brought to them.

MCNABB:  Praise God for 
women whose lives have been re-
newed and transformed after prison 
through the Beacon of Hope Tran-
sition House sponsored by Kailua 
United Methodist Church and Kai-
lua-Kona United Methodist Church 
in Hawaii.

JOHNSON and MCNABB:  The 
reign of God is here.  Go, and tell the 
world.

(Music)

(Varied language response)

(Music)

(Varied language response)

ALL:  Go and tell John what you 
hear and see.  Go and tell him, go!

(music)

MEREDITH LEIGH MCNABB 
(Virginia): In the dark and dreary 
dampness of a prison cell, John the 
Baptizer asks the question that every 
generation has repeated.

MCNABB and LAURA 
JAQUITH BARTLETT:  Are you 
the one that God has sent, or must 
we continue to wait, and look for 
another?

BISHOP SANDRA STEINER 
BALL:  With confidence and cer-
tainty, Jesus responds affirmatively, 
the blind receive their sight, the lame 
can walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the poor have good news 
preached to them. Go and tell John 
what you hear and see. 

BARTLETT: Make the motions 
with me.

MCNABB and BARTLETT:  Go 
and tell John what you hear and see.

BARTLETT:  Continue to make 
the motions and if you speak Span-
ish, say it together with Owen.

(foreign language)

BARTLETT: If you speak Rus-
sian, say it together with Sergei.

(foreign language)

BARTLETT: If you speak Swa-
hili, say it together with Betty.

(foreign language)

BARTLETT: If you speak Kore-
an, say it together with David.

(foreign language)

BARTLETT: If you speak Ger-
man, say it together with Johannes.

(foreign language)

BISHOP BALL:  But God, we 
have not always told the stories of 
what you are doing around us. We 
do not always recognize the signs of 
your reign right here in our midst. 
And so, we come to you this day 
asking for help, asking for grace, 
asking for forgiveness. 

(music)

BARTLETT:  As we enter into 
this time of prayer and confession, 
you will respond with the words: 
Forgive us, O God. You will see the 
words in English on the screen, but 
when you see them, you are invited 
each time to say those words in your 
first language, the language of your 
heart. 

BISHOP BALL:  For our failure 
to tell what we have heard and what 
we have seen,

ALL:  Forgive us, O God.

(music)

BISHOP BALL: God, you have 
called each of our names. You call 
each of us to be a living testimony 
to the miracle of your incarnate 
love. And yet, too often we remain 
silent when we could be telling your 
stories everywhere we go. We could 
be revealing your love to everyone 
we meet, but we don’t. We fall short. 
Our courage fails. We are too tired. 
In this sacred time and space, in the 
deepest places of our hearts, each of 
us is called now to pray to you. God, 
I confess to you that I have not…

BARTLETT:  Confess in your 
own heart what you have not done 
. . .

 (pause)

(music)

BISHOP BALL:  For our failure 
to tell what we have heard and what 
we have seen . . .

ALL:  Forgive us, O God.
BISHOP BALL:  God, you have 

called us to be your church. You have 
called us to care for both cool and 
kind in our communities because 
your good news extends to everyone. 
We’re afraid to risk the hostile stare. 
We don’t want to offend anyone. 
And so, we remain silent when our 
congregations could be and should 
be proclaiming the stories of your 
transforming love in this sacred time 
and space, in the deepest places of 
our hearts, each of us is called now 
to pray to you. God, I confess to you 
that my congregation has not . . .

BARTLETT:  Confess in your 
own heart what your congregation 
has not done . . .

(pause)

(music)

BISHOP BALL:  For our failure 
to tell what we have heard and what 
we have seen . . .

ALL:  Forgive us, O God.
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BISHOP BALL:  God, you 
have called us to be your hands and 
feet in this world. To become part-
ners with Jesus Christ in building 
your kingdom here on earth. When 
we proclaim your name and admit 
to what you mean in us, then we 
are full participants in your good 
news, but we are too easily tempt-
ed to build our own kingdoms. We 
create our own prisons through our 
inability to see beyond our denom-
inations furthering of decreasing 
membership and diminishing 
apportionments. And so, we remain 
silent when we, The United Meth-
odist Church, could be joyously 
living out the story of salvation, and 
liberation in this sacred time and 
space, in the deepest places of our 
hearts, each of us is called now to 
pray to you.

In this sacred time and space, in 
the deepest places of our hearts, each 
of us is called now to pray to you, 
“God, I confess to you that The Unit-
ed Methodist Church has not . . .” 

BARTLETT: Confess in your 
own heart what the United Methodist 
Church has not done . . .

(pause)

(music)

BISHOP BALL:  For our failure 
to tell what we have heard and what 
we have seen,

ALL:  Forgive us, O God.
BISHOP BALL:  For our desire 

to hide when you call our name,
ALL:  Forgive us, O God.
BISHOP BALL:  For the times 

when we allow fear to prevent us 
from claiming your name out loud.

ALL:  Forgive us, O God.
BISHOP BALL:  For our habit 

of closing our eyes to what is hap-
pening all around us.

ALL:  Forgive us, O God.
BISHOP BALL:  Grant us 

courage to follow you boldly and 
joyfully. Teach us to see you in the 

faces of those around us. Train us to 
recognize the signs of your strong, 
persistent, justice-seeking love 
everywhere we go. Tune our voices 
to sing your praise and proclaim 
your power, for it is only through 
your grace that we can be audacious 
enough to call ourselves followers 
of your only son on our own. We 
do not know the way, but with our 
eyes fixed on you, we are never lost. 
With grateful hearts, we now stand. 
We affirm our commitment to Jesus 
Christ.

(music)

(video shown)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Go, tell the story. 

ALL:  God is at work in the 
world.

(music)

(video shown)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Go, tell the story. 

ALL:  God is at work in the 
world.

(music)

(video shown)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Friends, go, tell the story.

ALL:  God is at work in the 
world.

(music)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
God is at work in the world.

ALL:  Thanks be to God!

(music)

BISHOP BALL:  It is Jesus 
Christ who empowers us; Jesus 
Christ who loves us; Jesus Christ 
who goes with us; Jesus Christ who 
gives us the stories, the songs, and 
the dance; and it is Jesus Christ who 

calls us to proclaim through all the 
Earth the good news of God’s grace 
for all.

(music)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 
Amen.

(applause)

(pause)

BISHOP CHRISTIAN 
ALSTED: Good morning, we will 
need to wait a few moments for 
secretary to be here so just be patient 
with us. Thank you. 

(pause)

BISHOP ALSTED: Let us be 
in order. Let us express our appre-
ciation to the worship team and to 
Signatur choir from Oslo, Norway. 

(applause)

BISHOP ALSTED: This 
morning we continue our plenary 
in a worshipful spirit of Christian 
Conferencing, and again today we 
have the opportunity to live into 
Methodism at its finest as we share 
in this means of grace. As we are 
here to make decisions and to lead 
the church, let us also in the midst 
of this, be mindful to be focused 
on Jesus, praying for the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit as we discern 
Christ’s will for the church. Let us 
pray. Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
open our hearts and minds and spirits 
to your presence. Holy God fill us 
with you transforming grace, and 
make us receptive and ready to hear 
your voice through Bishop Gregory 
Vaughn Palmer. We put this day and 
this moment into your mighty hands 
and we make ourselves available to 
you. Amen. Now brothers and sisters 
in Christ, we have come to a very 
significant in the life of this General 
Conference and in the life of The 
United Methodist Church. We are 
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about to hear the Episcopal address 
delivered by Bishop Gregory Vaughn 
Palmer and let us be in prayer for 
him as he shares these words of God 
with us.

(music)

BISHOP GREGORY VAUGHN 
PALMER: Would you pray with me? 
Drop by still dews of quietness till 
all our strivings cease. Take from 
our souls strain and stress and let our 
ordered lives confess the beauty of 
thy peace. Consecrate me now to thy 
service Lord by the power of grace 
divine, let my soul look up with 
a steadfast hope and our wills be 
lost in thine. Grant, oh God, in this 
moment and all the moments of our 
lives, that the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts 
might indeed find acceptance in thy 
sight. O Lord, our strength and our 
redeemer. Amen.

On behalf of all of your bish-
ops, active and retired, I greet you 
in the strong name of the living God 
who has been disclosed in the life 
and pilgrimage of Israel and in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. We are grateful for 
all of you and all that you repre-
sent in behalf of the whole church 
called United Methodist. You have 
been and you are now so much in 
the prayers of all of your bishops as 
together we seek to do the work of 
the One who has called us to follow 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and 
to the mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.

Since these beloved colleagues 
with whom I share a common life 
asked me to take on this assignment 
in their behalf, there has been a 
single word that has never left my 
consciousness and it is the word 
“humility.” It is not so much that I 
am as humble as I ought to be but it 
is that which I know, and that which 
I know we are called to be. St. Ber-

nard of Clairvaux was approached, it 
is said, by some of his disciples who 
wanted for him to cite for them the 
four cardinal virtues. I do not know 
if they were trying to get a pattern or 
a template for their life that if they 
could simply memorize these things 
they might do better at them, but he 
is said to have responded to them by 
saying “humility, humility, humility,” 
and so, since this assignment was 
given to me, I’ve had this picture in 
my mind of all of us in this room, as 
each one might find themselves able, 
of laying prostrate before the Lord, 
our maker, as a sign of our willing-
ness and our aspiration to divest 
ourselves, even if only for a moment 
for this season of conferencing, of 
our pride, of our place, of our pres-
tige, of our rank, of our position, and 
of our power. It might just be some 
dream in my own mind’s eye, but 
even if it is not physically possible 
or wise for that matter for us to try 
to accomplish that in this space on 
this morning and during these days, 
I ask of you members of the Gener-
al Conference, could you imagine 
yourselves and might we together 
imagine ourselves standing before 
God and before one another humble 
and completely delivered from our 
own hubris and our sense of self-suf-
ficiency?

From beginning to end, the 
Scriptures of our faith journey 
convey to us that humility honors 
God and God honors the humble. 
In a moment in which it appeared 
that they were between a proverbial 
rock and a hard place, the leader 
Jehoshaphat cried out saying, “Lord, 
we do not know what to do, but our 
eyes are fixed on you.”

When Micah was called to bear 
the word of the Lord to the people 
Israel, a difficult word, because it 
was clear that God was distraught 
with God’s people, they were re-
minded that what puts things right 
with God is not more ritual or more 

sacrifices but justice and mercy and 
humility. In the Gospel According 
to St. John in the thirteenth chapter 
when Jesus is beginning to near the 
end of his earthly life, there is this 
portrait of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, humble and vulnerable as he 
lays aside his cloak and kneels to 
wash the feet of his disciples who he 
also on that night calls his friends. I 
suspect that they were puzzled and 
challenged by what he was doing.  
In fact, the text testifies that Peter 
did not want anything to do with it, 
but there he is kneeling before them 
humbling himself and washing his 
own disciples’ feet. Or this one--the 
apostle Paul when he addressed the 
church at Philippi, strikes a similar 
theme of humility when he invites 
the Philippians to have in them the 
very mind that was in Christ Jesus, 
their Lord, and he reminds them of 
the Savior’s example of self-denial, 
of privilege and entitlement, his 
self-emptying, his humility even to 
the point of death.

And so, the question that this 
matter of humility raises for us as 
participants in this General Confer-
ence is, might we imagine ourselves 
as lying prostate before God without 
whose guidance all of our efforts 
at this or any other conference are 
simply futile. Could we trust that 
the Holy Spirit who is always at 
work and has been active in all of 
the preparations that have led us to 
these moments has brought us by the 
Spirit’s self to this moment now to 
this place to do this important work. 
Can we wait? Might we even tarry 
long enough for the Spirit’s direc-
tion about what decisions we make 
and what actions we take?  Can 
we muster the moral and spiritual 
courage to wait even for what may 
not be known by the time of our 
adjournment? God’s people do not 
wait upon the Lord and the Lord’s 
leading because we are afraid to act. 
Quickness to act does not necessarily 
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amount to being courageous. Failure 
to ever get to acting is a mere avoid-
ance of our calling and of our duty. 
Waiting on the Lord is not a pas-
sive engagement. In fact, it is quite 
active, but it is not activity, frenetic 
activity according to the standards of 
the world and the patterns of institu-
tions.

Eugene Peterson suggests that 
waiting in prayer is the disciplined 
refusal to act before God acts. We 
wait because there is grave danger 
in being overly self-reliant, which 
usually amounts to we already know 
the answer. We need to cultivate 
and practice during these days a 
renewed reliance upon God. After 
all, we have been so adequate, so 
able, so competent—dare I say 
even successful as the institution-
al church for so long that we may 
well be only in these latter days 
giving lip service to the truth of our 
trusting in the Lord. We didn’t mean 
to—there are no bad people here, 
but we just kind of drifted into it, in 
my opinion, over time. It is a hazard 
that comes from being overly insti-
tutionalized and that often accom-
panies success.

If attention to humility, to not 
being puffed up or overly confident 
or thinking more highly of ourselves 
than we ought is the order of the day, 
what other means and the ways in 
which we might find expression, we 
might give impression to that intend-
ed humility toward which we aspire. 
I am not sure of all of the means that 
we should employ on the journey to 
humility, but I am sure that prayer is 
the very first pathway.

I grew up in congregations in 
the city of Philadelphia where there 
were both formal prayers from the 
church’s liturgy and there was also a 
confident sense of people who could 
pray extemporaneously. The prayers 
that I heard in those services of 
worship and Bible studies and prayer 
meetings shaped me consciously and 

unconsciously and I was taking in 
their meaning, their power, and the 
aspiration of the words even when 
I was not aware of it. One of the 
prayers of the church—it is still with 
us—that got memorized early on 
by me, internalized—I didn’t even 
know that I was memorizing it—is 
the collect for purity. It is still a part 
and parcel of the service of word and 
table. It is a part of our entry into 
worshipping community into the 
presence of God. It starts us down 
the road as we purpose to worship 
God, and I invite you where you are 
to join me in praying this prayer as a 
sign and a gesture. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts 
are open, all desires known, and 
from you, no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the faults of our hearts by 
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

I hope you will permit me to 
say what I believe needs saying, that 
the 2012 General Conference took 
something out of this church—in 
dramatic proportions, some would 
say—in the days and weeks and 
months following the adjournment 
of the Tampa General Conference. 
There were voices throughout the 
church of every ilk that used such 
words to describe their experience or 
what they had observed as discour-
agement; a sense of hopelessness; 
fear; disappointment; a waste of 
time, money, and resources; and I 
recognize, in this very room, there 
are people that were a part of 2012 
General Conference and persons that 
were not, at least not in any official 
way. But I have come to say to you 
that all of us who are part of General 
Conference 2016 have been called 
here by no one less than the living 
God who has been disclosed in the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. And I believe that 

God, God in Christ, continues and 
desires to be at work in and through 
The United Methodist Church. We 
are here, not for some proverbial 
pity party or to lick our institutional 
wounds or to moan over our short-
comings and our failures, but we are 
here to invest ourselves completely 
and deeply in discerning what are 
the next faithful steps in mission and 
in ministry for The United Methodist 
Church.

(applause)

We are here because, in a pecu-
liar way, we are prisoners of hope, 
as someone has poetically said. We 
are here because we have seen God 
at work in our lives and through the 
ministries of The United Methodist 
Church. We are witnesses, and we 
are participants in life-changing, 
life-giving ministry in all of the na-
tions and villages and communities 
that we represent. Listen to what we 
have been at work on. We are about 
to ring the bell on the successful 
completion of Imagine No Malaria. 
Can you imagine that?

(applause)

We have said, in our lifetime, 
we want to end needless deaths from 
malaria and so many other diseases. 
We have responded to the Ebola 
crisis as we have to every other 
opportunity for disaster response and 
recovery. What a gift UMCOR is.

(applause)

We’re the church that believes 
people need clean drinking water, 
whether or not they are in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, or whether or not they 
are in Flint, Michigan.

(applause)

At the center of our lives as 
God’s people in Christ is the study 
and the living of the holy Scriptures, 
and we don’t believe that the Bible 
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is just for the so-called cool kids 
or good folks in our congregations 
that walk through our doors, but we 
believe the Bible and its word that 
it bears is to be taken into all the 
world, and so we are live with Bible 
study in penitentiaries and penal in-
stitutions, as well as in local congre-
gations. We are the church.

(applause)

We are the church that welcomes 
our new neighbors as the children of 
God they are, all walls and barriers 
notwithstanding, and we do it not 
just here, but across the globe. We 
are the church that is creating new 
places for new people, and together, 
we are developing principled Chris-
tian leaders. I have simply, along 
with you, seen too much of what we 
can be and do for the one who has 
called us to himself, to the mission 
that I am not willing to turn around 
now. I refuse to live into discour-
agement and despair as if they are 
the new normal because the work 
of becoming the church is simply 
too difficult to become the beloved 
community that God has called us to 
be.  “I feel,” as the gospel songwriter 
said, “like going on, and I intend to 
see what the end is gonna be.”

(applause)

I don’t say any of this, my sis-
ters and brothers in Christ Jesus, as 
a diversion from the real challenges 
that we have in all of the societies 
that we represent and through this 
General Conference. But I do offer 
these signs of hope, where God is 
at work through us, as a check on 
unbridled cynicism, doubt, fear, 
and pessimism. There are, indeed, 
fightings within and fears without, 
but for the sake of the mission and 
for making ourselves fully available 
to the future that God wants to draw 
us into, we need to find ways to 
have a new start with God and with 
one another. I told you that I have 

a great affinity for the prayers that 
the church has taught me, and I’m 
always convicted and comforted by 
the prayer of confession that is in 
our liturgy of service, liturgy for the 
Service of Word and Table. I invite 
you, in this next gesture that moves 
from forgiveness, that moves from 
sinfulness and fear to forgiveness, to 
join me in confessing together before 
God and one another.

BISHOP PALMER and CON-
GREGATION:  Merciful God, we 
confess that we have not loved you 
with our whole heart. We have failed 
to be an obedient church. We have 
not done your will. We have broken 
your law. We have rebelled against 
your love. We have not loved our 
neighbors, and we have not heard 
the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we 
pray. Free us for joyful obedience. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

BISHOP PALMER:  Why con-
fess after that rousing list of God’s 
accomplishments through us? It is 
because this prayer really takes us on 
a journey that sets us free. It reminds 
us that it’s all about the we. All of 
the words are about praying togeth-
er in community, and I say to you, 
that it takes courage and boldness 
to name our failures and our short-
comings, and that forgiveness frees 
us from bondage and enables us for 
joyful obedience.

I’m reminded of one of the 
not-so-frequently sung hymns of 
Charles Albert Tindley, that simply 
shows up in the title line as “I Be-
lieve It,” but Tindley said, “I am free 
from condemnation. Jesus’ blood has 
set me free. On the cross, he bought 
my pardon. Halleluiah, he saves me.” 
And then, the chorus says, “I believe 
it. I believe it. Jesus Christ has set 
me free. On the cross he bore my 
pardon. Hallelujah, he saves me.” 
That is joyful obedience that we have 
been freed for.

(applause)

Confession and repentance are 
about truthfulness with God and with 
ourselves and with our neighbor, and 
this is not easy, but it is necessary. I 
have a friend who’s now deceased. 
Some of you here, especially from 
the Iowa Conference delegation 
and any of these bishops with Iowa 
roots, will know of the one whom I 
speak, Robert Williams. His picture 
is on the screen, and when I arrived 
in Iowa in 2000, Cynthia and I were 
being wonderfully trotted around the 
conference, district by district, to be 
introduced, to worship, and begin the 
process of getting acquainted with 
the saints of Iowa. 

Bob came to one of those 
gatherings in southwest Iowa and it 
was immediately clear to me that he 
was a passionate person. Bob would 
get in the line, if you will, and he 
would become completely unaware 
that anybody else was behind him in 
line waiting to shake my hand. He 
was passionate for all of the right 
reasons. He wanted the church and 
the world outside the church to seek, 
to see our possibilities through the 
lens of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
So everything from organic farming 
to the saving of the earth to race 
relations to issues of war and peace 
to a yearning for a greater inclusive-
ness across the spectrum of human 
sexuality, Bob would talk to me 
every chance he got. He would email 
me, he would send me short position 
papers on every subject. I would read 
them quickly and then put them, I 
literally did save them in a file.

But none of those things pene-
trated my being, my psyche, my spirit 
as much as the day where Bob and 
I encountered each other and he got 
so close to me out of a deep sense of 
frustration I could feel his breath as he 
talked there was tears streaming down 
his eyes, he grabbed me by the lapel, 
and he said, “Greg, our relationships 
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in this world, but especially in the 
church are so superficial that we 
will not even risk saying something 
that we might later have to go back 
and apologize for.” I want to say 
that again. Our relationships in the 
church are sometimes so superficial 
that we won’t even risk saying some-
thing, some truth at least it feels that 
way to us, that later we might have 
to go back and apologize for.” 

So, I ask you my dear friends in 
Christ, are we merely during these 
days and any of our other conferenc-
ing, skating across the surface with 
God, and with one another? Do our 
relationships lack the kind of depth 
that engenders real growth, change, 
and transformation? Is it too hard 
for us to get real with one another 
because we lack the spiritual, and 
emotional infrastructure to thrive 
in the midst of that realness? In the 
church and in the many nations from 
which we have come to be as a part 
of this General Conference, we have 
all been witnesses to the politics 
of mutually assured destruction. 
Disagreements among us have led to 
unbridled acrimony that has led to 
seeing those with whom we disagree 
as being other than fully human or as 
really or truly Christian. Our capaci-
ty to turn on each other is destroying 
the very soul of this church. 

(applause)

And our willingness to turn on 
each other rather than toward each 
other is underserving our mission, no 
matter how noble it sounds. I come 
by to say to you this morning we 
must do better, the mission deserves 
better, God deserves better from 
every one of us. 

(applause)

It is an understatement to 
say that we have challenging and 
difficult work to do in this Gener-
al Conference. That says nothing 
that you don’t already know. The 

measure, however, of the quality of 
our life in Christ together will not 
be only the decisions we make, and 
the outcomes that we have, dare I 
say even the headlines that read in 
the church and secular media, but 
the measure may well be how we 
treat one another. It does matter my 
friends how we see one another, how 
we treat one another, how we address 
one another. A right decision can be 
undermined by the means that we get 
there. If we treat one another as other 
than fully human, not really Chris-
tian or genuinely beloved by God, 
then why should the world outside of 
this precinct which we have set apart 
for this holy work, believe that they 
will be treated any differently, even 
if they can subscribe to our beautiful 
words why should they believe? 

Our very credibility and integ-
rity are at stake and they are suspect 
if we get all the words right, but 
our behavior does not resemble the 
words. We are the church that sits 
at the intersection of the both/and 
of creed and deed in every way. Of 
personal and social holiness. Ev-
eryone here is a child of God. Hard 
stop, period. End of discussion. 
Any behavior to the contrary of that 
truth undermines the gospel and is a 
choice that we make to live beneath 
our privilege as the daughters and 
sons of God.  

(applause)

There is a strand of Jewish 
mysticism I’m told that emphasizes 
our common humanity and our deep 
linkage to God. Not just for some, 
but for all. And in this strand of 
Jewish mysticism it is said that every 
one of us has going before him or 
her an angel who has been assigned 
to them. And that angel has one re-
sponsibility that as you come toward 
me and as I come toward you, your 
angel and my angel are announcing 
to us and to one another, “Behold the 
image and the likeness of God!” 

I wonder if before any of us 
spoke we could just insert that on 
autopilot. What I am about to say I 
am about to say to no one less than 
a child of God. That a bearer of the 
image of God. I don’t know if we are 
to understand this piece of Jewish 
mysticism literally or if it is a meta-
phor to shape our lives and to remind 
us how we are to be in relationship 
with each other. But I know that we 
can do better. 

In the Scriptures, I love those 
narratives where things have been 
all messed up, and people find the 
way to come back together. In one 
of those narratives that is a favorite 
of mine, maybe yours, too, Genesis 
the 45th chapter, the proverbial story 
of Joseph. After we have slogged 
for eight chapters, through family 
dysfunction, through alienation, and 
rage, through dreams run amok, we 
move toward reconciliation, and 
redemption, and the possibility of 
new relationships. Finally, Joseph 
determines that it is time, in fact, he 
can no longer, the text says, control 
himself. And he discloses himself 
to his brothers. Those who sought 
to do him in. He clears the room of 
everyone but family. And, to use the 
language of this age, he leans in and 
gestures to them, come closer to me. 
Come closer to me. Will these be 
days in which we push our sisters 
and brothers that we are sitting next 
to further out? Or will these be the 
days in which we gesture to one an-
other, tears running down our faces, 
come closer to me? 

During these days we’ve got a 
magnificent opportunity; we’ve al-
ready been engaged through worship 
around the theme, “Therefore Go.” 
It is based, as all of you well know, 
upon the so-called great commis-
sion found at the end of the Gospel 
of St. Matthew. It is a good word 
for us in these days, and it aligns 
strategically and perfectly with our 
mission statement. It reminds us we 
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didn’t make up what it is we say is 
our mission statement, which is “To 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” And so, 
during these days it is inspiring for 
us to be reminded over and over and 
over and over again of who we are 
and what it is we have been called to 
do and who we have been called to 
be. But if this General Conference 
pays mere lip service to the so-called 
Great Commission or to our denom-
inational mission statement, we will 
have failed. We will have left all of 
the road blocks that keep us from the 
going and the doing and the being 
that God in Christ has called us to. 
Let’s face it my friends, these words 
are so familiar, you could wake up 
any United Methodist anywhere 
around the globe in the middle of the 
night from a deep sleep with one arm 
tied behind their back and ask them 
what is the mission of The United 
Methodist Church and in their own 
language they would say, “To make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”  But 
actual research has revealed that we 
can’t even get agreement on what to 
emphasize in the mission statement. 
As if we have a choice between the 
making of disciples and joining God 
in the absolute transformation of the 
world.

(Applause)

Absent our engagement with 
the mission statement and with this 
theme, “Therefore, Go!” It’s just 
more words. More pretty words that 
have not seized our heart. The text 
in Matthew reveals many things, 
not all of which can be said in this 
hearing. And our mission statement 
conveys to us a sense of importance 
and a sense of urgency that does not 
always seem to stir us to change our 
behaviors as the church and really 
get about the business of making 
disciples. There are too many United 
Methodists around this world that are 

complacent and lethargic about the 
mission, let’s face it. Too many are 
fearful about the survival of the in-
stitutional church, and they are more 
fearful of that than they are warmed 
of heart about the saving of souls 
and the transformation of the world.  
But this world needs us to go toward 
them and we need, in some way, for 
the world to press in upon us. This 
broken world, physically, spiritual-
ly, and relationally. And if we are 
not fearful and complacent, we are 
simply playing it cool. After all, we 
don’t want to sound like Christian 
fanatics; we kind of just go along to 
get along. A little Jesus will do, but 
we don’t believe in every place that 
God has asked us to invite others 
to share in this extraordinary life, 
this journey, to be on this road with 
Jesus that we have been given by the 
grace and mercy of God through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. We say, that job 
belongs to someone else, that’s a job 
for the professionals, that’s a job for 
folks that have gone to seminary.

We are slow to challenge the 
structures of evil in the church, and 
in the cultures in which we live. The 
structures of evil that are grinding 
the very life out of the earth, and out 
of people. We want to be people in 
mission and go on mission trips, and 
I recognize this is very much a west-
ern matter, as long as there is a little 
tourism involved, but we don’t want 
to engage in mission in such ways 
that we go and provide the healing 
and helping touch and then go back 
to our homes and engage public poli-
cy that created the conditions.  

(applause)

We are hesitant to invite others 
to join us on this journey lest we be 
called extremist or militant, but our 
theme and our mission statement are 
our rallying cry to get our act togeth-
er and to get focused on what God 
is focused on, which is nothing less 

than new creation for people, for na-
tions, for cultures, and for the earth.  
If we are really clear about what the 
mission is, our Book of Discipline, 
imagine that, actually provides a 
process and a method, a template for 
us to keep in our minds. In paragraph 
122, it lays out that the process is 
something like this: We proclaim the 
gospel, seek and welcome all people 
and gather persons into the body of 
Christ. We lead persons to commit 
their lives to God through Jesus 
Christ, through Baptism and pro-
fession of faith, we nurture them in 
Christian community, living through 
worship, the sacraments, the spiritual 
disciplines, and means of grace such 
as Christian conferencing. We then 
send people into the world to live 
lovingly and justly as servants of 
Christ by healing the sick, feeding 
the hungry, caring for the stranger, 
freeing the oppressed, and being and 
becoming the compassionate caring 
presence, and working to develop the 
structures that are consistent with the 
gospel. And, then we continue that 
work of seeking, and welcoming, 
and gathering, and sending.

I say to you, this is a holistic 
means of carrying out our mission. 
This is a pattern that must be taken 
as a whole. It is not a test where we 
get to choose, we’ll do these things, 
but not these things; not individually 
and not in our communities of faith. 
It doesn’t work if it’s not the whole 
package.  It is a virtuous cycle or cir-
cle and we do not get to cherry-pick 
what we like, evangelism versus so-
cial change. Mr. Wesley would know 
nothing of us nor would recognize us 
as his church, if we are the ones who 
want to cherry-pick.

The diligent engagement of this 
virtuous cycle moves us toward our 
aim of making fully formed, mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ who in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, who in 
participate with the risen Christ in 
the transformation of the world. Ours 
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is a holy, urgent, and crucial calling.  
And daunting as it is, it is an honor 
and a privilege to serve the living 
God who has invited to be God’s 
partners in this redeeming work. We 
should not demur, resist, or disobey 
this holy calling.

I’m always struck, as I have said 
twice before, by the prayers and the 
liturgy of the church. On those occa-
sions, when it’s been my opportunity 
to baptize someone to receive them 
into church membership, I some-
times feel like I’m going to tremble 
when I get to that rubric, where as 
the presiding officer or someone else 
may be doing it says to the congre-
gation, in pointing to those who have 
been received into the fellowship and 
the life and the nurture of the church, 
do all in your power to increase their 
faith, to confirm their hope, and to 
perfect them in love. I tremble some-
times because I say, “Am I the kind 
of pastor that can do that?  Am I a 
part of a congregation that is will-
ing to take this not merely as some 
launching, after which we go eat 
chicken salad and lemon bars.”  But, 
that we truly celebrate that someone 
has been birthed into nothing less 
than the very kingdom of God, and 
we have promised that we are going 
to be the community that increases 
their faith, confirms their hope in 
the gospel, and joins them in being 
perfected in love in this life. 

That’s what we’ve been called to 
do, that’s why we serve the mission, 
that’s why we invite others to join 
us on this journey, because we are 
committing to our lives increasing in 
faith, our hope being confirmed, and 
our being ever increasing in love and 
saying to all others who will join us 
as together we grow up and become 
more mature in Jesus Christ, we will 
do it together and for one another.

Some years ago, Tom Whitewolf 
Fassett, who is a delegate to this 
General Conference came to preach 
at a local church where I was serving 

and I was struck by a phrase, it’s not 
left my mind in more than 16 years. 
He said, “We need to discover again 
the vocation of being full-time Chris-
tians.” I want you to know it will 
take a full-time church to nurture 
full-time Christians, who are in-
creasing in faith, being confirmed in 
the hope of the gospel and who are 
being perfected in love and in this 
trilogy of increase of faith, confirma-
tion in hope and perfection in love is 
for ourselves and for the disciples of 
Jesus Christ who are yet to be those 
disciples that we believe they can be, 
the mission that awaits us. What the 
world needs and what we yearn for 
is to engage that mission as com-
pletely as we can. We, my friends, 
have been called to this holy work, 
we have been commissioned by no 
one less than the risen Christ to do 
it, with all that we have and all that 
we are. 

The only unanswered question 
is will we go? I want you to know 
that if you are fearful of going that 
you and I together we already have 
everything we already need to take 
the next faithful step. We don’t need 
more information. We don’t even 
need more slogans. We just need 
more trust and obedience. The hymn 
writers said that when we walk with 
the Lord in the light of his work 
what a glory he sheds on our way. As 
we do his sweet will, he abides with 
us still and with all who will trust 
and obey. The risen Christ is in our 
midst and he is saying go. The ques-
tion is do we accept the challenge, 
do we be receive the commission and 
so we trust the other part of what he 
said – if you go I’ll be with you, and 
I won’t be with you just in certain 
geographies and I won’t be with you 
if you just speak a certain language. 
And I won’t be with you if you live 
just a in certain zip code, and I won’t 
be with you if you been to seminary, 
and I won’t be with you if you got a 
certificate to say you are authorized 

to do ministry, but I will be with you 
if you go.

(applause)

If we go he will be with us. The 
hymn writer said, if Jesus goes with 
me, I’ll go anywhere. I’d like you 
to end this thing, some of you are 
saying, I’ll be glad when he’s done. 
I want you to know you’re not more 
glad than I am. 

(laughter)

And as you rest on your feet the 
members of this beautiful worship 
team are going to help us sing the 
rousing hymn, “Go Forth for God.”

(applause)

(music)

BISHOP CHRISTIAN ALST-
ED: Thank you, Bishop Palmer. 

(applause)

BISHOP ALSTED: And praise 
God for a strong, prophetic address 
taking us right to the heart of Meth-
odism and challenging us to be and 
to live what we are called to by our 
risen savior. Let us take a moment 
in silent reflection and prayer as we 
allow the message, the address that 
we have heard, to sink in. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  It is in 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

(pause)

BISHOP ALSTED:  I call the 
Rev. Jose Garcia to the stage.  We 
have received greetings from the 
Mayor of Portland, Charlie Hales, 
and from the Governor of the State 
of Oregon, Kate Brown, and I call on 
the Secretary of the General Con-
ference Jerry Reist to share these 
greetings with us. 

L. FITZGERALD REIST (Sec-
retary of the General Conference, 
reading from a letter from Port-
land, Mayor Charles Hyde):  Dated 
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February 17, 2016.  Welcome.  It is 
a pleasure to welcome The United 
Methodist Church General Con-
ference to the Oregon Convention 
Center May 10th to 20th, 2016, to 
the City of Roses. It is an honor the 
City of Portland has been chosen to 
host this important conference with 
more than 850 delegates and upward 
of 4000 affiliated attendees, and we 
hope you enjoy your time here in 
Portland.

I hope that our guests in addi-
tion to exploring new ways to be 
successful as a community, will 
also take some time to explore the 
Portland and metropolitan region.  
As Portlanders, we are extremely 
proud of what our city has to offer 
both residents and visitors. Wheth-
er it is relaxing at the local coffee 
shop, walking along the waterfront 
or taking a hike through Forest Park, 
it will be evident how much we love 
our city and everyone who visits.

No matter what activities you 
choose to pursue during your stay, 
you’ll find the people of Portland 
ready to help make your visit as en-
joyable as possible. Best wishes for a 
successful conference and a wonder-
ful visit to our fine city. Sincerely, 
Charles Hales, Mayor.

[Reading From a Letter by 
Oregon governor Kate Brown]

And from the governor, dat-
ed May 10, 2016. Dear honored 
friends and visitors: On behalf of the 
State of Oregon, it is my pleasure 
to extend a warm welcome to all 
of you attending the 2016 General 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church at the Oregon Convention 
Center in Portland.

We are so pleased you have 
chosen to return to Portland for your 
second conference in the Rose City.  
our mission and vision to change 
lives and transform communities are 
brought to life through the efforts 
of local Methodist congregations 

to build a vibrant resilient Oregon. 
Faith-based partners like The United 
Methodist Church are essential to 
nurturing and sustaining the well-be-
ing of current and future generations 
of Oregonians.

Portland has changed in the 40 
years since the 1976 conference, but 
we still offer the same warm hospi-
tality and natural wonders that will 
make your stay memorable. While 
you are here, I hope you have the 
opportunity to enjoy the wonderful 
cultural, culinary, and natural ameni-
ties we have to offer. If you have the 
opportunity to spend some extra time 
and wander out of the Portland area, 
you will not be disappointed in the 
opportunities that await you.  You can 
see blue waters at Crater Lake Na-
tional Park, the phenomenal views in 
the Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area, the breathtaking beach-
es along our coast or the outdoor 
adventures that await in Bend and 
Central Oregon. If you won’t have 
time to leave Portland, you certainly 
won’t be disappointed by the oppor-
tunities found nearby which include 
Washington Park, the Oregon Zoo, 
OMSI, and many fine restaurants and 
entertainment venues where you can 
absorb the rich culture that makes 
Portland and the State of Oregon the 
perfect place to be.

Whether seeking relaxing strolls 
along the riverfront or great food and 
music, we invite you to enjoy all that 
Portland and Oregon have to offer.

I wish you a productive and suc-
cessful conference. Thank you again 
for choosing Oregon and welcome.  
Sincerely, Governor Kate Brown.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you.  
We thank the mayor and the gover-
nor for these greetings to our Gen-
eral Conference. Now I turn to the 
Rev. Jose Garcia from the Associa-
tion of Professional Chaplains. Well, 
I guess I don’t turn to him.  I hope 
he will be with us at a later point and 
then he will be given the opportunity 

to address the conference. There are 
a few informations that you need to 
have--I am very sorry. There was 
another person on his behalf. Will 
you introduce yourself? 

ROSA MARIA RIOS (Califor-
nia-Pacific):  Hello, my name is Ros-
ie Rios and I am the vice chair for 
the standing Committee on Courte-
sies and Privileges, and so Rev. Jose 
Garcia requested that we read this 
small letter to you. On behalf of the 
Association of Professional Chap-
lains, Oregon chapter, we would like 
to extend a warm welcome to the 
United Methodists and Methodists 
from all around the world. May your 
stay in Portland prove to be a mean-
ingful and productive time. Respec-
tively, Rev. Jose Garcia. 

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you 
very much and please excuse that I 
did not recognize you at first. A few 
informations. Because of our late 
night departure from the Convention 
Center, the lighting in this area of the 
Plenary Hall was not repaired. There 
are several interim measures that are 
being taken and we ask for your in-
dulgence during this time. Also, the 
voting devices have been checked 
for our use today. Difficulty with the 
interface of the translation connec-
tion and the queuing tablets with 
the Convention Centers’ provided 
internet are difficulties that are being 
addressed. This morning we operate 
according to our rules, the Rules 1 
through 43 that were approved last 
night, so we are using the queuing 
system for our plenary this morning.  

(pause)

BISHOP ALSTED:  We move to 
the Committee on Reference, Chuck 
Savage, please. 

CHARLES WALTER SAVAGE 
(North Georgia):  Good morning.  
The report from the Committee on 
Reference is found on p. 1845 of 
today’s DCA, and I offer this report 
for your approval.  
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(pause)

BISHOP ALSTED:  We have 
the report properly before us. If you 
would vote in favor of receiving the 
report, you say Aye. I’m sorry, we 
need to use the voting, the voting 
devices. I guess that was the point 
of orders. We are going to use the 
voting devices. If you would vote in 
favor of approving the report, would 
you press one (1). I think there is a 
point of order. Would you please go 
to mic. 2?

CHERYL JEFFERSON BELL 
(Great Plains): Cheryl Jefferson Bell, 
Great Plains Conference, I cannot 
find the page number that is being 
referred to.  

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you.  
Could you give the page number?

SAVAGE:  It is p. 1845 in this 
morning’s DCA.

BELL: I cannot find it. It’s not in 
our booklet. 

SAVAGE: It’s on your table. It’s 
in the, it is misprinted, Bishop. Dou-
ble—in some of ours at least, there 
is a duplication of pp. 1833 through 
1838, and nothing past 1838. 

BISHOP ALSTED:  Just a 
moment. We will try to clear this up.  
We apologize for this error. We will 
get back to the Committee on Refer-
ence as soon as we have the material 
here for you. We will get back to 
this report and we will move to other 
business. Thank you.

 BISHOP ALSTED:  We apolo-
gize for this error. We will get back 
to the Committee on Reference as 
soon as we have the material here for 
you. We will get back to this report 
and we will move to other business. 
Thank you. We move to the Commit-
tee on Agenda and Calendar, Tracy 
Smith Malone.

TRACY SMITH MALONE:  
Thank you Bishop. Good morning.  
Last night we approved today’s 
schedule through the morning break.  
The Committee on Agenda and 

Calendar recommends the follow-
ing schedule for the remainder of 
the day. You may want to write this 
down. At 9:55 a.m. the plenary will 
meet to elect the Inter-Jurisdictional 
Committee on the Episcopacy and 
to reconsider Rule 44. At 11:25 
a.m. we will break for lunch and 
we will have 90 minutes for lunch. 
The service of Holy Communion 
will begin 10 minutes later at 11:35 
a.m. At 12:55 p.m. the Legislative 
Committees will meet for Christian 
Conferencing. At 2:55 p.m. we will 
have an afternoon break. At 3:15 
p.m. the Legislative Committees 
will reconvene and will meet so that 
the committees can get organized, 
and do the work of election of the 
officers. Following the conclusion 
of the elections, all officers that are 
elected will participate in a manda-
tory legislative leadership training.  
All other delegates not participating 
in training are adjourned for the day.  
Bishop, I move the adoption of this 
agenda as I have described it.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you.  
We have the report properly before 
us. If you would pick up your voting 
devices and if you would approve the 
report, you press one (1) and if you 
would not approve the report you 
press two (2). Please vote.

[Yes, 758; No, 37]

(pause)

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you 
very much.  It is approved.

MALONE:  Thank you Bishop 
and delegates.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you 
very much for your work. And we 
move to the Committee on Journal.  
Randy Biggerstaff if you would 
come to the microphone. Here he 
comes. Mic. 2.  

RANDY LEE BIGGERSTAFF:  
Morning. We have nothing to report.

(Laughter and applause)

BISHOP ALSTED:  That was 
easy. Thank you very much.

BIGGERSTAFF:  You’re wel-
come. 

BISHOP ALSTED:  We move to 
the Committee on Credentials. If you 
would come to the mic., please.  

JO ANNE KAY HAYDEN:  
Thank you Bishop. My name is Jo-
Anne Hayden, Chair of the Commit-
tee on Credentials, and we met and 
organized. We had a meeting with 
Bishop Unda from East Congo Epis-
copal area. We have another meeting 
scheduled for later today, and we 
have nothing additional to report at 
this time.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you 
very much. I have three who have 
indicated that they have a point of 
order. I call Jay Brim to mic. 6.

JAY BRIM (Rio Texas):  Bish-
op, I am Jay Brim, a lay person from 
Rio Texas. It’s not a point of order, 
it’s a point of information. I would 
ask that we put the day’s agenda 
back up on the screen again, and 
allow our delegates more time to 
write it down.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you 
very much, and I think that would 
be possible. Thank you. It is already 
there. Turn to Charlie Parker. If you 
would move to mic. 3 please.  

CHARLES ARTHUR PARKER 
(Baltimore-Washington Confer-
ence):  Charlie Parker, clergy from 
Baltimore- Washington Conference. 
My question is actually about the 
agenda which is you have us leaving 
for lunch at 11:25 and then starting 
Communion at 11:35. I think some 
clarification would be helpful.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank 
you very much. The Communion is 
always scheduled to be ten minutes 
after the lunch recess. For those who 
wish to come, it is an open Commu-
nion. I do have a point of order that I 
think I need to recognize before we 
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recess if Robert Vaughn Jr. would go 
to mic. 6 please.

ROBERT EMORY VAUGHN 
JR. (Virginia):  Bishop, Rob Vaughn 
from Virginia. Yesterday my brother 
from North Katanga requested and 
raised the importance of preserving 
the confidentiality of our voting in 
the prompt clearing once we make 
a vote.  If we could ensure that and 
get into the habit of that today that 
would be helpful. I noticed after our 
last couple of votes, our voting de-
vices have stayed active for a while.  
Thank you.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you. 
Thank you for raising that question.  
We will come back on that after the 
recess. There is a delegate who has 
indicated that he wishes to amend 
something but there is nothing to 
amend so that is not in order, but I do 
have two additional points of order. 
Marie Kuch-Stanovsky if you will 
go to mic. 1 and next I will call on 
Rukang Chikomb at mic. 2.

MARIE LOUISE KUCH-STA-
NOVSKY (Pacific Northwest):  
Thank you Bishop. Marie Kuch-Sta-
novsky

BISHOP ALSTED:  And then 
we break.

How to Receive Interpretation

KUCK-STANOVSKY: Lay, 
Pacific Northwest Annual Con-
ference. I’m rising for a point of 
information about the translation. 
We have yet to have someone not 
speaking English from the floor 
and I’m wondering how we will 
hear a non-English speaker when 
they come to the mic. I’ve heard 
that there will be translation at each 
table, we would hear simultaneous 
translation, but at this point we are 
not set up for that.

BISHOP ALSTED: Thank you.  
I believe you are encouraged to wear 
your headsets throughout the plenary 
sessions and those who are speaking 
English should turn to channel 4 

which is where we get the English 
translation and even when a person 
speaks English you will be able to 
hear it on your headset.

(Unintelligible)

BISHOP ALSTED:  I’ll turn to 
the Secretary of Conference. 

JERRY REIST:  The interpreta-
tion devices are not on the table.  You 
are asked to pick them up at the en-
trances. You are asked to carry them 
with you at all times, not to leave 
them on the table at the end of the 
day, but to keep them with you. So, 
if you do not have a headset, if you 
do not have an interpretation device, 
please pick one up at the door. You 
can wear the headset or your personal 
earbuds. That’s what I prefer to use. 
And just keep them on at all times. 
I listened in English to everything 
through my headset yesterday. 

KUCH-STANOVSKY:  Thank 
you.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Rukang 
Chikomb at microphone 2 please.  
Go ahead and then we will break.

RUKANG CHIKOMB (North-
west Katanga):  Thank you Bishop, 
Rukang Chikomb, Northwest Katan-
ga. It is a point of correction or point 
of information.

BISHOP ALSTED: Rukang 
Chikomb at microphone two (2) 
please and then we will break.

RUKANG CHIKOMB (North-
West Katanga): Thank you, Bish-
op. Rukang Chikomb, North-West 
Katanga. It is a point of correction or 
a point of information. My brother 
just spoke before me, maybe before 
after me, he said North Katanga, it 
is North-West Katanga, that’s my 
conference. Thank you Bishop.

BISHOP ALSTED: Thank you 
for pointing that out to us, we will 
make sure to correct that. Now we 
are on a break and I just need to give 
you an information that Cokesbury 
will have the correct DCA copies for 
exchange front of the house by the 

stage, at the interpreter booth signs 
that is in this side you can get the 
correct DCA’s. We are on a break 
and I would ask if Bishop Khegay if 
he would come and dismiss us with 
a prayer.

BISHOP EDUARD KHEGAY: 
Sisters and brothers let us pray and 
I will pray in my own language in 
Russian. 

(prayer)

BISHOP ALSTED: Amen. We 
will be back at 10:10 so we have a 
twenty minute break.

BISHOP ALSTED: Let us 
find our seats and let us be in order 
please. 

(pause)

(music)

ALSTED: Last night just before 
our session or last afternoon, just 
before our session, Bishop Kenneth 
Carter injured himself on the stairs 
up to the podium, and I want to share 
with you that he is still in the hospi-
tal. The doctors are still discerning 
what the exact injury is, but he is 
resting comfortable in the hospital.  
We will now take time to pray for 
Bishop Carter and to pray for this 
session and I’ve asked Bishop Mike 
Coyner to come and to pray with us.  
Let us pray. 

BISHOP MICHAEL J. COY-
NER: Let’s pray. “God we pray that 
you would surround the hospital 
room and family and doctors and 
technicians as they minister to Ken, 
our brother in Christ, our colleague 
bishop. We pray your wisdom to 
prevail that they may offer the proper 
diagnosis and the right results to 
bring him back to full health. We 
picture him, Lord, healthy, walking 
well without a limp, able to continue 
his service with all of us together in 
the name of Christ in whose name 
we pray. Amen.
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ALSTED: I turn to the Secretary 
of the General Conference, Gere 
Reist, for an announcements.

L. FITZGERALD REIST:  
Friends, some of you have hot spots 
turned on. One of the tables that’s 
having trouble with its iPads is 
having troubles because everybody 
at the next table has their hot spots 
turned on. If you have your Wi-Fi 
hot spot turned on, you are inter-
fering with the work of the General 
Conference. I respectfully ask you 
to check your devices, your phone, 
your iPads, etc., and turn off any 
Wi-Fi hot spot that you may have 
turned on. 

BISHOP ALSTED: Thank you. 
We now turn to the Committee of 
Presiding Officers to the chair of the 
committee Judy Zabel. Please come 
to the microphone. 

JUDITH ZABEL (Minnesota):  
I am the chair of the Committee on 
Presiding Officers. I greet you this 
morning. Judy Zabel is my name. 
I’m from the Minnesota Annual 
Conference. I want to let you know 
that tomorrow, we will have Bishop 
Hope Morgan Ward. She will preside 
tomorrow. I also want to thank all 
the bishops who are continuing to 
preside. We thank you for your ser-
vice in this way. 

BISHOP ALSTEAD:  Thank 
you. I believe we need to receive this 
report, so—we don’t need to vote 
on this. Thank you. Then, we turn to 
the election of the Interjurisdictional 
Committee on Episcopacy. Jerry 
Reist.

L. FITZGERALD REIST (Sec-
retary of the General Conference):  
The nominations to the Interjuris-
dictional Committee on Episcopacy 
are made by the jurisdictional, by the 
delegations of the juris—I’m sorry. 
Are made by the delegations from 
the annual conferences. You will find 
on p. 1849 in today’s DCA the list of 
persons who have been nominated 

by their delegations to serve on the 
Jurisdictional and Interjurisdictional 
Committee on Episcopacy. There 
are some corrections to be made to 
this list. I would ask you to record 
these corrections. West Virginia. 
West Virginia, lay, Judy Kenaston. 
West Virginia. Lay, Judy Kenaston, 
K-E-N-A-S-T-O-N. K-E-N-A-S-T-
O-N. Holston Conference. Holston 
Conference, clergy, David Graves. 
David Graves, G-R-A-V-E-S. G-R-
A-V-E-S, and lay, James Holley. Lay, 
James Holley, H-O-L-L-E-Y. That’s 
H-O-L-L-E-Y. Alabama-West Flor-
ida. Alabama-West Florida, clergy, 
Lawson Bryan, B-R-Y-A-N, and lay, 
Steve Furr. Lay, Steve Furr, F-U-
R-R. That’s F-U-R-R. California-Ne-
vada, Kah-Jin Kuan, clergy. Califor-
nia-Nevada, clergy, Kah-Jin Kuan, 
K-A-H-hyphen-J-I-N, K-U-A-N. 
K-A-H-hyphen-J-I-N, K-U-A-N, and 
lay, Emily Allen. Lay, Emily Allen, 
A-L-L-E-N. The clergyperson from 
California-Pacific, the clergyperson 
from California-Pacific, JoAnn Yoon 
Fukumoto. JoAnn Yoon Fukumoto, 
F-U-K-U-M-O-T-O. F-U-K-U-M-O-
T-O. West Ohio, lay, Valerie Willis, 
lay. Valerie Willis, W-I-L-L-I-S. 
That’s W-I-L-L-I-S. Clergy, Wade 
Giffin. Clergy, Wade Giffin, G-I-F-
F-I-N.

(Secretary confers on stage)

 I’ve just been handed a sheet, 
Detroit, Jacqueline Euper. Detroit, 
Jacqueline Euper, I believe, is the 
lay, E-U-P-E-R. E-U-P-E-R, and 
Charles Boayue, clergy. Charles 
Boayue, clergy, B-O-A-Y-U-E. 
B-O-A-Y-U-E. I believe those are 
all of the correct—Rocky Mountain. 
Rocky Mountain, Diana Huerta, lay. 
For Rocky Mountain, lay, Diana 
Huerta, H-U-E-R-T-A. H-U-E-R-
T-A, and clergy, Jessica Rooks, R 
O-O-K-S. R O-O-K-S, clergy, Jessi-
ca Rooks. 

(Secretary confers on stage)

I believe those all of the correc-
tions to the list.

BISHOP ALSTEAD:  Thank 
you. We have the nominations prop-
erly before us. We should be ready to 
vote on these nominations. Is there a 
point of order?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 
(Delaware): (unintelligible) Dela-
ware was left off the list. 

BISHOP ALSTEAD:  You need 
to make an amendment. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 
(Delaware):  Well, (unintelligible) I 
didn’t realize I could’ve just given 
the list to Gere, but the Peninsu-
la-Delaware Conference is not listed 
on the report. I need to add our two 
names.

BISHOP ALSTEAD:  We proba-
bly need to have it up here. 

REIST:  Please bring it forward.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 

(Delaware):  OK.
BISHOP ALSTEAD:  If you 

would please bring it up here in a 
hurry, because we need to act on this.

(pause)

REIST:  I’ve just received an-
other correction, my error. The lay 
from California-Pacific is JoAnne 
Fukumoto. She is lay. California-Pa-
cific. My apologies, friends. JoAnn 
is lay.

(Secretary confers on stage)

REIST:  Thank you. 

(Secretary confers on stage)

REIST:  We have two more 
names. Peninsula-Delaware. Penin-
sula-Delaware, lay, Kevin Goodwin. 
Kevin Goodwin, G-O-D, G-O-O-
D-W-I-N, I’m sorry. G-O-O-D-W-
I-N. Clergy, Derrick Porter. Clergy, 
Derrick Porter, P-O-R-T-E-R. From 
Western Pennsylvania, lay, Sharon 
Gregory. Sharon Gregory, G-R-E-G-
O-R-Y. G-R-E-G-O-R-Y, and clergy 
Robert F. Zilhaver, and I’m not quite 
sure of the spelling on this, but it 
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looks like Z-I-L-H-A-V-E-R. Z-I-L-
H-A-V-E-R.

BISHOP ALSTEAD:  Alright, 
we have the nominations, probably, 
before us, and we are ready to vote. 
If you would take out your voting 
devices, and if you would elect the 
committee, you press one (1). 

(Bishop confers on stage)

BISHOP ALSTEAD:  I’m sorry, 
there is yet another one.

REIST:  Indiana, Gregory Best, 
lay. Indiana, Gregory Best, lay.

BISHOP ALSTEAD:  Thank 
you. We are ready to vote. If you 
would elect the committee, you press 
one (1) for yes, or two (2) for no. 
Please vote.

(pause)

 (Voting)

[Yes, 756; No, 10)

BISHOP CHRISTIAN ALST-
ED: Thank you and the committee 
is elected, and we say thank you to 
those who have volunteered to serve. 
We now turn to the Rules Commit-
tee. And, I turn to Duncan McMillan 
the chair of the Rules Committee.

DUNCAN MCMILLAN (North 
Carolina Conference): Good morn-
ing everyone. It’s great to see you 
all again. Hopefully we can be as 
fruitful as we were last night. 

(Laughter)

Recommendation to 
Implement Rule 6

MCMILLAN: The first thing I 
will be addressing was there was a 
deferment in regards to Rule 6 so I 
will be reading our recommendation 
on that. The Rules Committee rec-
ommends that the request regarding 
implementation of the queuing sys-
tem referenced in Rule 6, be treated 
in the same manner as electric voting 

system referenced in Rule 15, which 
can be found on pp 80–81, lines 
780–791. In Rule 15, the specific 
procedures in details and design 
in and the design and usage of the 
system are not part of the rule. This 
prevents General Conference from 
needing to amend the rules every 
time there’s a change or an update in 
technology or service provider. So, 
we would like Rule 6 be looked at 
in the same way. If the body intends 
to request specific functions of the 
system, we recommend they hap-
pen in the same way like you would 
make a request for voting results be 
left longer on the screen then in the 
change of the rules. Thank you.

BISHOP ALSTED: Thank you. 
We have received this orientation 
please move on.

Rules Chair Explains Rule 44

MCMILLIAN: OK. If every-
one can please turn to pp. 93–95, 
in the first Volume of your delegate 
handbook, DCA, beginning with 
lines 1108–1160. We have moved to 
the adoption of Rule 44. One of the 
charges brought before the commis-
sion was finding a system of rules 
and order to reflect the global nature 
of the church, something that was re-
quested of us from the 2012 General 
Conference. And this system will be 
put in place when Roberts Rules of 
Order would not. It creates a hybrid 
polarity system that when completed 
would return us to our traditional 
system and framework of voting on 
a petition or various petitions verses 
a myriad of petitions from that then 
the original slate. 

This process would be used on 
an/a issue or petitions determined 
by the Commission on General 
Conference. This rule and if es-
tablished, would help create that 
proposal system. It allows for small 
group to discussion and for ideas to 
be presented in a manner that might 
be limited within our current rules 

of debate. We will work to create a 
trend sheet with every small group 
that will be then return to the facili-
tation team. Each sheet will be read 
by them and they will base the trends 
off each sheet to help determine a 
singular or multiple slates will be 
brought back. During this time of 
this small group discussion there will 
also be monitors who can remind 
us of our behavior and guidelines of 
discussion while practicing Christian 
conferencing.  

Theses response sheets as I 
mentioned, will be submitted to 
that facilitation team which will be 
elected by you, the plenary floor and 
the body. The slate of delegates from 
the nomination form come from the 
Leadership Discernment Committee 
of the Council of Bishops. Six mem-
bers will comprise this committee in 
addition to the Secretary of the Gen-
eral Conference who will serve as an 
ex officio member. Impartiality, once 
again, it important from these six 
members. Their goal is to read the 
trend sheets from the small groups 
to help build the master document. 
Which then, once that document has 
been created, will be brought forth to 
the plenary floor to be voted on by a 
body within our original framework 
of rules of order.  Thank you.

BISHOP ALSTED: Thank you 
very much. We now have Rule 44 
properly before us. Let me remind 
you that when it comes to points of, 
when it comes to points of order; 
a point of order needs to relate to 
the matter that is before us and it 
needs to directly relate to one of our 
rules. So, when you are given the 
microphone to speak on your point 
of order, please first state which rule 
this point of order relates to. That 
will help us in our proceedings.

I recognize Kyle Tomlinson for 
a point of order. If you would go to 
microphone six.

KYLE EDWARD TOMLIN-
SON (North Georgia Conference): 
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Bishop, Ed Tomlinson, North Geor-
gia Conference, clergy. I’m referring 
to Rule 42 in last night’s past rules. 
Am I correct when I believe that the 
rules that were passed last night are 
in effect this morning?

BISHOP ALSTED: You’re 
correct.  

TOMLINSON: According then, 
true since Rule 44 is a proposed 
edition to the rules originating in the 
Rules Committee under 42, does it 
require a two-third vote to approve.

(Quiet Discussion)

BISHOP ALSTED: This is an 
amendment to our rules and our 
understanding is yes, it does require 
a two-third majority. 

TOMLINSON: Thank you.
BISHOP ALSTED: I recognize 

Alka Lyall for a point of order on 
microphone three.

ALKA LYALL (Northern Illi-
nois): Good morning Bishop, Alka 
Lyall, Northern Illinois Conference, 
Clergy. I have a question around that 
rule. A point of information if this 
rule is used to discuss the UMC’s 
discrimination against LGBTQ 
persons as proposed. How can we 
assure that these small groups will be 
safe spaces for LGBTQ persons?

BISHOP ALSTED: I’m sorry, I 
have to, I have to interrupt you.  

LYALL: Sure.
BISHOP ALSTED: This, we are 

right now dealing with Rule 44. 
LYALL: Yes. 
BISHOP ALSTED: Whether this 

rule is going to be used in the Gener-
al Conference is a separate decision.  
And what theme this rule is going to 
be used for is yet a separate decision. 
So, it is, it is really too early to raise 
this question.  You may come back.

LYALL: OK. But the proposal 
already is to remove the human sex-
uality legislation to discuss. That’s 
why I was asking that question Bish-
op, thank you.

BISHOP ALSTED: But that is 
not, that not part of the rule 44 and 
this debate. But thank you for com-
ing forward. I recognize a second, a 
third point of order, Tshimbu Muy-
omby on microphone four. I hope I 
pronounced that correctly.

TSHIMBU JETHRO MUYOMBI 
(South Congo): (simultaneous inter-
pretation) Thank you for allowing 
me to speak from the conference 
of the South Congo. I would like to 
speak about the rules that where the 
vote that were passed yesterday. My 
concern-

BISHOP ALSTED: Sir, sir, I am 
sorry to interrupt you but the . . .

MUYOMBI (South Congo): 
(simultaneous interpretation) Thank 
you for allowing me to speak from 
the Conference of South Congo. I 
would like to speak about the rules 
that were voted, that were passed 
yesterday. My concern…

BISHOP ALSTED:  Sir, I’m sor-
ry to interrupt you, but the rules that 
we passed yesterday is something 
we have dealt with.  What we have 
before us right now is Rule 44 so 
your question or your point of order 
must relate to Rule 44.

MUYOMBI: (simultaneous 
interpretation) So we have a very 
important concern so I would like to 
be able to express my concern.

BISHOP ALSTED:  I will, let’s 
try and see, and I may interrupt you 
again.

MUYOMBI: (simultaneous 
translation) Thank you. My concern 
is really to tell you that I would like 
to make sure that we can follow the 
conference with respect to the rules 
that we adopted yesterday. Yesterday, 
we adopted the rule regarding the 
use of the tablets, but I noticed today 
that I requested to speak three or 
four times and I was not allowed to 
speak, but maybe I did not queue my 
request properly on the tablet. So, I 
would like to ask, would we be able 
to, since it’s the first time that we are 

using the tablets, is it possible for a 
little bit of tolerance because there 
is an issue of experience for those 
people who are not very familiar 
with the system, so that these people 
are actually able to participate in the 
debate and in the conference and to 
conclude I would like to talk about 
the ADCAs. We found ADCA copies 
in English, but not everybody speaks 
English and if we have to vote 
about a subject matter that is in the 
ADCA that would be a problem. The 
voting process is very fast, and at 
some point we might be required to 
vote on something that we have not 
understood very well and the subject 
matter might be an important one.

BISHOP ALSTED:  Thank you 
very much for raising these concerns. 
These are valid and important con-
cerns and they are definitely heard by 
the conference, and we will do our 
best to deal with them appropriately. 
The ADCA is available in French and 
if you have not received an ADCA 
in French, we would ask you please 
to come forward to receive one. 
The DCA, can unfortunately, not be 
translated. I have a number of points 
of order and I also have those who 
would like to speak to the motion. 
And I would really like to move 
us forward on this so at this point 
I would call on one of those who 
would like to make an amendment to 
the motion and the first I would like 
to call on is Vernon Scott and he is on 
microphone 4. If you would please 
go to microphone 4.

VERNON CRAIG SCOTT 
(Iowa):  Thank you for this opportu-
nity, Bishop. I appreciate it greatly.  
As I reviewed Rule 44 it appeared 
to me, being a country farm boy, 
that we need to keep these things as 
simple as possible. Consequently, I 
have a…..

BISHOP ALSTED: Would you 
please, I’m sorry to interrupt you, 
but would you please make your 
amendment?
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