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School Quality Standards 
2000, 2006       

EQS Proposed Final Draft  VSLA Suggested revisions-best 
practice 

Comments 

2120.8.2 Staff  
(a) 
All professional staff shall be licensed 
and appropriately endorsed and shall 
have had adequate academic 
preparation and training to teach or 
provide services in  
the area to which they are assigned.  
(b) 
At the elementary level, classes in 
grades K-3, when taken together, 
shall average fewer than 20 students 
per teacher. In grades 4-8, when 
taken together, classes  
shall average fewer than 25 students 
per teacher.  
(c) 
At the secondary level, the total class 
rolls of an English language arts 
teacher shall not exceed 100 
students. In other disciplines, class 
rolls shall not average more than150 
students per teacher, except where 
the specific nature of the teacher’s 
assignment, such as in certain art, 
music, or physical education 
programs, is plainly adaptable to  
the teaching of greater numbers of 
students while meeting the 
educational goals of the program.  
(d) 
The services of a library-media 
specialist shall be available to 
students. Schools with over 300 
students shall have at least one 
full-time library-media specialist 
and  
sufficient additional staff to carry 
out the program.  Schools with 
fewer than 300 students shall 
employ a library-media specialist in 
at least an approximate 

Staff  
 
All professional staff shall be 
licensed and appropriately 
endorsed for their assignment. All 
classroom staff, including  
educational support personnel, shall 
have had adequate academic 
preparation and training to teach or 
provide services in  
the area to which they are 
assigned.  
Each school shall employ 
instructional and administrative staff 
who possesses the knowledge and 
skills to implement the  
standards in alignment with 
professional learning standards 
established by the Vermont 
Standards Board for Professional  
Educators.  
Each supervisory union or 
supervisory district shall employ 
licensed special education staff, 
and shall ensure each school 
employs sufficient and qualified 
staff as needed to identify  
students eligible for special 
education services and to 
implement each eligible student’s 
Individual Education Program and 
Section 504 plan.  
*** 
 
Classes in grades K-3, when taken 
together, shall average fewer than 
20 students per teacher. In grades 
4-12, when taken together, classes 
shall average fewer than 25 
students per  
teacher. The total class rolls of a 
teacher shall not exceed 100 

 

***“The services of a certified 
school librarian (library media 
specialist) shall be available to 
students, staff, and other members 
of the educational community.  

Schools with over 300 students 
shall have at least one full-time 
school librarian and sufficient 
additional staff to carry out a 
program that supports literacy, 
information, and technology 
standards. Schools with fewer than 
300 students shall employ a school 
librarian in at least an approximate 
proportion of the number of 
students in the school to 300. 
Schools with more than 600 
students shall add appropriate 
staff to meet the needs of the 
school community. 

. 

Elimination of school library 
media centers/certified library 
media specialists from 
Education Quality Standards: 

There is no mention of the 
school library media specialist 
within the staffing section, or 
anyplace else in the EQS 
Document.  Nor are the words: 
“school library,” “media 
center,” or “learning center.” 

The suggested language for 
staffing could be reinserted 
after the section that describes 
the special education staff. 

As an alternative, the ratios 
that are described could be 
inserted in the proposed 
section that describes Library 
Resources and Services. That 
section was eliminated entirely 
from the EQS.  The term 
“library” appears nowhere in 
the revised document.   

***School counselors have a 
similar ratio-one that was 
introduced in the revised 
document under the section 
that describes school 
counselors.  There was no 
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proportion of the number of 
students in the school to 300.  
(e) 
Each school shall employ sufficient 
and qualified special education staff 
as are needed to identify students 
eligible for special education services 
and to implement each eligible 
student’s Individual Education Plan 
and Section  
504 plan.  
(f) 
Each school shall employ instructional 
and  
administrative staff who possess the 
knowledge and skills to implement the 
Framework or comparable standards. 
Each school shall use such methods 
as  
staffing patterns, scheduling, distance 
learning, computer technology and 
partnerships with higher education,  
businesses and human services 
agencies to maximize the 
effectiveness of staff.  
(g) 
To the extent practicable, each school 
shall take into consideration class size 
and composition in placing 
professional staff appropriately in their 
first two years of  
employment in the school.  
(h) 
Upon request of a school board, the 
Commissioner may waive the above 
class and caseload size requirement 
where: 
(1) necessary to carry out locally-
established objectives,  
(2) student learning will not be 
adversely affected,  
(3) classroom control will not be 
compromised, and  
(4) it is otherwise in the best interests 
of student learning.  

students, except where the specific 
nature of the teacher’s  
assignment, such as in certain art, 
music, or physical education 
programs, is plainly adaptable to 
the teaching of greater numbers of 
students while meeting the 
educational goals of the 
program. School boards must 
establish optimum class size  
policies as consistent with 
evolving designs for learning 
and statutory guidance from the 
Agency of Education.  
 

ratio for them in the SQS. 
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Unless exceptional circumstances are 
present, the Commissioner shall 
respond to such requests within 10 
days. 
 
 
2120.8.10 Educational Materials  
Students shall have access to current 
educational materials, including 
textbooks that support students in 
meeting or exceeding the Framework 
or comparable standards. 
 

Access to Instructional Materials  
Each school or supervisory union 
shall  
1. provide a learning environment 
with sufficient supplies and 
infrastructure to allow for learning;  
2. ensure that the curriculum is 
supported by necessary print and 
electronic resources;  
3. ensure students have access to 
current educational materials that 
support students in meeting or 
exceeding the current state and 
national standards at no cost to the 
student; 

4. ensure that students, teachers, 
administrators and 
paraprofessionals have access to 
an organized collection of print and 
digital materials sufficient and 
appropriate to support all students 
in meeting or exceeding the current 
state and national standards;  

5. provide access to a variety of up-
to-date information, assistive, and 
other technology to support 
students in meeting or exceeding 
the standards;  
6. provide broadband internet 
service for students and educators 
to access educational resources;  
7. provide access to state and 
national learning resources through 
electronic information sources;  
8. adopt and implement written 
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policies on electronic resources, 
acceptable Internet usage, and 
procedures for handling complaints 
for both staff and students.  
 
 

2120.8.11 Library  
Each school shall adopt and 
maintain a written plan that:  
(a) provides for the planned growth 
of library media resources.  
(b) ensures that students, teachers, 
administrators and 
paraprofessionals have access to 
an organized collection  
of print and non-print materials 
sufficient and appropriate to 
support all students in meeting or 
exceeding the Framework or 
comparable standards.  

(c) provides students access to the 
library on a regular basis to use 
materials for reading, research and 
training in the skills needed to use 
the library effectively 
.  
(d) ensures that the classroom 
curriculum is supported by 
necessary print and non-print 
materials.  
(e) ensures that students are 
afforded the opportunity to learn 
the skills to locate, evaluate, 
synthesize and present  
information and ideas in the 
context of specific subject areas.  
(f) addresses the selection of 
library materials and a process for 
handling complaints. 
 
 

Access to Instructional Materials  
Each school or supervisory union 
shall  
1. provide a learning environment 
with sufficient supplies and 
infrastructure to allow for learning;  
2. ensure that the curriculum is 
supported by necessary print and 
electronic resources;  
3. ensure students have access to 
current educational materials that 
support students in meeting or 
exceeding the current state and 
national standards at no cost to the 
stud 
ent; 
4. ensure that students, teachers, 
administrators and 
paraprofessionals have access to 
an organized collection  
of print and digital materials 
sufficient and appropriate to support 
all students in meeting or exceeding 
the current state and national 
standards;  
5. provide access to a variety of up-
to-date information, assistive, and 
other technology to support 
students in meeting or exceeding 
the standards;  
6. provide broadband internet 
service for students and 
educators to access educational 
resources;  
7. provide access to state and 
national learning resources 
through electronic information 
sources; adopt and implement 

School Library Media Program and 
Services 
 
Each school should have a written 
plan for a library program that: 
 
(1) establishes a mission to 
provide equitable access to both 
physical and virtual (online) library 
learning spaces that meet the 
needs of the educational 
community. 
 
(2) allocates sufficient funding to 
develop, maintain, and expand as 
needed a print, digital and 
technology resource collection 
administered by a certified school 
librarian.  

***Alternative: Reinsert from 
staffing section: Schools with over 
300 students shall have at least 
one full-time school librarian and 
sufficient additional staff to carry 
out a program that supports 
literacy, information, and 
technology standards. Schools 
with fewer than 300 students shall 
employ a school librarian in at 
least an approximate proportion of 
the number of students in the 

Guidelines for effective school 
library media programs: 
 
The section that provides 
benchmarks for a school 
library media program was 
eliminated from the revised 
document. 
 
A generic description about 
access to instructional 
materials and technology was 
substituted, and replaced SQS 
sections for educational 
resources, computer 
technology, and library.  
 
The revised language does not 
give a clear line of 
responsibility for the selection 
and organization of, and 
process for sharing a variety of 
resources in multiple formats 
from traditional print to digital 
and online environments. That 
has been, and continues to be 
provided through a school 
library media program, under 
the guidance of a professional 
library media specialist.   
 
Standard 7 in NEASC 
Accreditation addresses 
Library Programs, and 
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written policies on electronic 
resources,  
acceptable Internet usage, and 
procedures for handling complaints 
for both staff and students.  
 

school to 300. Schools with more 
than 600 students shall add 
appropriate staff to meet the needs 
of the school community. 

 

(3) ensures that students, teachers, 
administrators, and 
paraprofessionals have access to 
an organized collection of 
materials and digital media 
sufficient and appropriate to 
support diverse students in 
meeting or exceeding the 
standards. 

(4) provides students access to the 
library on a regular basis to use 
materials for reading, research, 
and for instruction in the skills 
needed to select and use 
information effectively. 

(5) ensures that the classroom 
curriculum is supported by 
necessary print and electronic 
resources. 

(6) supports a schedule that 
maximizes opportunities for a 
library media specialist to co-
teach, consult, and collaborate 
with teachers as they integrate 
information research skills into 
their curriculum. 

(7) ensures that students are 
afforded the opportunity to learn 

secondary schools have to 
meet the criteria in order to be 
accredited.  School libraries 
preK-12 should meet similar 
suggested criteria. 
 
Additionally, 

Strengthening America’s School 
Act: 

If made law, the bill would 
reauthorize the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act, which 
was first enacted in 1965. The 
bill also creates specific 
language for libraries and would 
implement the “Improving 
Literacy and College and Career 
Readiness through Effective 
School Library Program.” The 
program defines an effective 
school library as one that: is 
staffed by a state-certified or 
licensed school librarian; has up-
to-date books, materials, 
equipment, and technology 
(including broadband); includes 
regular collaboration between 
classroom teachers and school 
librarians to assist with the 
development and 
implementation of curriculum; 
and supports the development 
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the skills to locate, evaluate, 
synthesize, and to present 
information and ideas within 
content areas through technology 
integration. 

(8) addresses the selection of 
library materials and a process for 
handling complaints through 
school district policies, and 
promotes ethical use of media in 
all formats. 

 

of digital literacy skills. 

Also, the bill calls for the 
Department of Education to 
award three-year grants to low-
income school libraries to 
maintain up-to-date school 
library collections, staffed by a 
state-certified school librarian, 
and for other purposes relating 
to a school library,  

 
Two decades of research have 
shown that students in schools 
that have robust school library 
media programs, have 
statistically better test scores 
than schools without a library 
media program. 
 
In the proposed revision, we 
can see that intent here is to 
integrate the benchmarks for 
access to computer 
technology resources into the 
overview of instructional 
resources, but we do not want 
to lose the expectations for the 
library program that in reality 
provides a framework for 
delivering resources and 
instruction for information 
fluency and literacy. 
 
It may be that the language in 
the suggested revisions 
should stand as “Access to 
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Instructional Resources” and 
leave it at that since it seems 
to address classroom 
resources and technology.  A 
separate section that 
addresses that library program 
could be added. 
 
Alternately, the language and 
paragraphs in the revised 
version that address specific 
technology access such as 5, 
6, and 7 could be integrated 
into the overall description of 
the library media program. 
 
Perhaps the section could be 
called:   
 
“Library Media and Technology 
Resources” 
 
 
In conclusion, according to 
research and best practice, we 
recommend that the State 
Board reinstate the section of 
the EQS that addresses library 
programs, and that we have 
suggested language that 
represents a fair description of 
an effective school library. 
 
 

2120.8.13 Access to Current 
Technology  
Each school shall:  
(a) provide access to a variety of up-
to-date information, assistive, and 
other technology to support students 
in meeting or exceeding the standards 

Access to Instructional Materials  
Each school or supervisory union 
shall  
1. provide a learning environment 
with sufficient supplies and 
infrastructure to allow for learning;  
2. ensure that the curriculum is 
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contained in the Framework or 
comparable standards,  
(b) provide access to state and 
national learning resources through 
electronic information sources, and  
(c) adopt and implement written 
policies on electronic resources, 
acceptable Internet usage, and 
procedures for handling complaints. 
 

supported by necessary print and 
electronic resources;  
3. ensure students have access to 
current educational materials that 
support students in meeting or 
exceeding the current state and 
national standards at no cost to the  
student;  
4. ensure that students, teachers, 
administrators and 
paraprofessionals have access to 
an organized collection  
of print and digital materials 
sufficient and appropriate to support 
all students in meeting or exceeding 
the current state and national 
standards;  
5. provide access to a variety of up-
to-date information, assistive, and 
other technology to support 
students in meeting or exceeding 
the standards;  
6. provide broadband internet 
service for students and educators 
to access educational resources;  
7. provide access to state and 
national learning resources through 
electronic information sources; 
adopt and implement written 
policies on electronic resources,  
acceptable Internet usage, and 
procedures for handling complaints 
for both staff and students  
 

 

 


