
Program Schedule: Social Justice Symposium for Teens 
Parkway Central Library ▪ Free Library of Philadelphia ▪ Monday August 29, 2016 

 

11 am Keynote Talk: Renée Watson 
 

Renée Watson is the author of the young adult novel This Side of 

Home (2015), the middle grade novel What Momma Left Me 

(2010), and the picture books Harlem’s Little Black Bird (2012) and 

A Place Where Hurricanes Happen (2010). Renée is passionate 

about using the arts to help youth cope with trauma and discuss 

social issues. In a web interview with BookPage, she said: “I hope 

my books are a catalyst for youth and adults to have conversa-

tions with one another, for teachers to have a starting point to 

discuss difficult topics with students. Though my writing is fiction, 

it is definitely not for escaping reality. It is all about dealing with 

reality—sorting through the good and bad—trying to make sense 

of it all.” Renée lives in New York City. 

 

12 pm Lunch Break 

1 pm Workshops (Please choose one to attend): 

Table A 

Beating the Odds 

Lamar Simmons 

This workshop will address  the obstacles that African American teens face as they navigate 

through the systemic oppression of mass incarceration and poverty. We will use life experience 

and literature to discuss homelessness, incarceration, and education. Lamar Simmons works as a 

Mental Health Specialist for a non profit organization. He earned a Master’s Degree in Education 

from Saint Joseph's University and a B.S. in Psychology from Temple University.  
 

Table B 

Understanding Human Trafficking 

Tessa Windle 

This workshop will discuss human trafficking and the different forms in which it can disguise itself. 

Tessa Windle graduated from Temple University and currently serves as the After School Leader at 

the Frankford Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia. 
 

Table C 

Hear Our Cry: The Education Crisis for Girls of Color 

Whiquitta Tobar 

This workshop will be an informative discussion surrounding the push out of girls of color from 

school and into the juvenile justice system. Whiquitta Tobar is an attorney at Juvenile Law Center 

in Philadelphia, the oldest children’s public interest law firm in the country. Whiquitta’s work    

areas include juvenile justice, child welfare, and juvenile justice education policy nationwide.  


