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Wawa Celebrates 50th Store in the Sunshine State – Confirms Areas for Next 50 Florida Locations! 
Wawa to Donate more than $150,000 to Six Community Nonprofits and host a Hoagies for Heroes Hall of 
Fame Competition led by Police and Fire Chiefs; FREE Coffee in All Florida Wawa Stores all day on 9/18 

 
Orlando, FL, (September 18, 2014 ) – Wawa Inc., today announced a major milestone in its Florida development – 
the grand opening of its 50th store in the sunshine state – located at 4100 E. Colonial Drive in Orlando. Since its 
entrance into the Florida market in July of 2012, Wawa has opened 31 Orlando and 19 Tampa stores with plans to 
open nine more by the end of 2014. The milestone in-store celebration will include the confirmation of Wawa’s plans 
for next 50 Florida locations; donations to six Orlando and Tampa nonprofits; the celebration of milestone customers; 
a ceremonial ribbon cutting; a hoagies for heroes double header hoagie building competition; and free coffee in all 
Wawa stores statewide.  
 
“We could not be more excited to celebrate this incredible milestone in our newest Wawaland,” said Chris Gheysens, 
Wawa’s President and CEO.  “It’s hard to believe just two years ago we were just spreading our wings and opening 
our first store in Orlando, and now we have 50 locations!  We are so honored to be a part of, serve in, and support 
these incredible communities.  In many ways it feels like Florida has always been a part of our Wawa family, and 
we’re excited to see the many ways we can continue to, not only serve, but fulfill customers’ lives every day in our 
next 50 Florida locations! It’s particularly meaningful that we have reached this milestone during the 50th anniversary 
of our retail business.” 
 
Wawa’s Continued Florida Expansion 
 
As a part of the celebration, Wawa will be announcing the areas for the next 50 stores for the Florida market to open 
within the next two years at the rate of 25 stores per year spread throughout the Orlando, Tampa, Southwest 
Coast and Daytona markets. 
 
Wawa Orlando Grand Opening Event Details 
 
On Thursday, September 18, at 10:00 a.m.., the grand opening celebration of Wawa’s newest Orlando store 
located at 4100 E. Colonial Drive, Orlando, will begin. Representatives from Winnie Palmer Hospital for Moms 
and Babies, All Children’s Hospital, Second Harvest Food Bank, Feeding America Tampa Bay, Central 
Florida USO, and the American Red Cross; City of Orlando and Orange County police and firefighters; Wawa 
associates and customers; and Wawa’s mascot, Wally Goose, will join in a ceremonial ribbon cutting. The event will 
proceed as follows: 
 

 Wawa associates and community members will join in a parade of Florida milestones.  
 Milestone customers will be celebrated in a special parade and carry signs conveying their favorite Wawa 

memory from Wawa’s expansion into Florida 
 City of Orlando Commissioner, Toni Ortiz presenting Wawa with a proclamation from the City of 

Orlando, proclaiming September 18, 2014 to be Wawa Day. 

 Representatives from The Wawa Foundation will present a total of $150,000 in donations to representatives 
from Winnie Palmer, All Children’s Hospital, Second Harvest Food Bank, Feeding America Tampa 



                                                
 

Bay, Central Florida USO, and the American Red Cross to further the organizations efforts and services 
throughout the state of Florida.   
 

 The City of Orlando firefighters and police officers, followed by the Orange County firefighters and police 
officers, will face off in a Finest vs. Bravest hoagie building double header. Orlando Police and Fire Chiefs 
will be there provide support! 
 

 Following the competition, the Chiefs of the City of Orlando Police Department, Orange County 
Sheriffs, and City of Orlando and Orange County Firefighters will be inducted into the Hoagies for 
Heroes hall of fame and receive a plaque recognizing the 50th Hoagies for Heroes contest in Florida.   
 

 Wawa’s President & CEO, Chris Gheysens and Chairman, Dick Wood, will discuss Wawa’s 
expansion in Florida. 

Hoagies for Heroes Competition 
 
The event will include a charitable Hoagies for Heroes double header contest, as representatives from the City of 
Orlando firefighters and police officers, followed by the Orange County firefighters and Sheriffs face off in a 
battle of bravery, skill and sandwich-making expertise. Each team will be challenged to see who can build the most 
hoagies in three minutes in the traditional Wawa way. Wawa will conclude the Hoagies for Heroes competitions with 
a Hall of Fame induction, recognizing both the City of Orlando and Orange County Police and Fire Chiefs with a 
plaque, marking the 50th Hoagies for Heroes competition in Florida – and more than $100,000 in Wawa donations 
on behalf of first responders in Florida.   
 
Each new Wawa store will employ nearly 60 associates, all of which are new positions brought to the area through 
the development of the stores. Associates in these full and part-time positions will not only receive competitive 
salaries and health benefits but will have the opportunity to be enrolled in Wawa’s employee stock ownership plan. 
 
 
About Wawa’s Commitment to Fulfilling Lives 
Wawa believes that it has a role in making the world a better place, and for Wawa associates, that doesn’t mean 
simply filling customer orders – but by fulfilling the lives that they touch everyday.  Beginning with its first store, Wawa 
has worked its way into the hearts, minds and fabric of people’s lives. Wawa does it around the clock.  In 3 and ½ 
minute doses, everyday 24/7, 365 days a year. Wawa is so committed to this concept, it has made fulfilling 
customers’ lives its ultimate purpose and goal – every day. In 2014, Wawa will extend its commitment to fulfilling 
customers’ lives every day through several groundbreaking initiatives and announcements including: the launch of 
The Wawa Foundation to formalize and increase its support of charities and community programs; the celebration of 
its 50th anniversary in the convenience industry; the release of its first book authored by former President & CEO 
Howard Stoeckel entitled, The Wawa Way: How a funny name and six core values revolutionized convenience; and 
through the opening of 45 new Wawa stores dedicated to enhancing Wawa’s presence in our markets and bringing 
the Wawa experience to more people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                
 
About Wawa, Inc. 
Wawa, Inc., a privately held company, began in 1803 as an iron foundry in New Jersey.  Toward the end of the 19th 
Century, owner George Wood took an interest in dairy farming and the family began a small processing plant in 
Wawa, Pa, in 1902.  The milk business was a huge success, due to its quality, cleanliness and “certified” process.  
As home delivery of milk declined in the early 1960’s, Grahame Wood, George’s grandson, opened the first Wawa 
Food Market in 1964 as an outlet for dairy products.  Today, Wawa is your all day, every day stop for fresh, built-to-
order foods, beverages, coffee, fuel services, and surcharge-free ATM's.   All of Wawa’s stores offer a large fresh 
food service selection, including Wawa brands such as built-to-order hoagies, freshly-brewed coffee, hot breakfast 
sandwiches, built-to-order Specialty Beverages, and an assortment of soups, sides and snacks.  A chain of more 
than 650 convenience retail stores (over 400 offering gasoline), Wawa stores are located in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia and as of July of 2012, Central Florida. The winner of the 2013 
Beautification Award for District 1 in Orlando, Wawa is proud to be recognized for its continued commitment to 
enhancing the Orlando community environment through litter prevention, waste reduction and recycling, and 
beautification.  

### 


