
FamilyADVENT
DEVOTIONAL



Dear Families, 

Advent is the time of year that we prepare our hearts for the
celebration of Christmas and the coming of Jesus the
Messiah. In fact, the word “Advent” in Latin means coming.
The season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to
Christmas. During this time of year, children’s hearts are
filled with excitement for all that the season brings –
Christmas parties, decorations, lights, packages under the
tree, and time with family and friends. 

We hope this devotional will help your family draw closer to
each other and to Jesus our Savior during these days! We
pray that it will create wonder in your kids’ hearts and help
us all look forward to His coming both now and when He
returns in glory one day! 

Your Kids@Warren team
Scan this QR code to access our
Kids@Warren Christmas Songs
Playlist on Spotify.



WEEK 1: HOPE
The prophecies of Isaiah were a

message of hope to the
Israelites.

NOVEMBER 29



Have you already received a Christmas card? Send someone to find the
first Christmas card you received this season, or if you have received
enough have each child pick one. Read the card(s) together and share
with each other how you know and what you like or love about the
senders. 

Christmas cards allow us to hear from people we might not talk to
regularly. They bring us news from our family and friends who might be
miles away from us and who we don’t get to see very often. 

Today we are going to talk about a time that God sent a message from
far away, but it wasn’t necessarily just from a far distance. It was a
long time ago too. He sent a message to His people through the
prophets. It was a message of hope that a Savior would come.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone…For to us a
child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His
shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over His
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will do this.

DEVOTIONAL

Read Together: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7



Isaiah the prophet was delivering a message of hope for the people of
God. The people were facing an invasion from a country to their north,
but the prophet told them of a coming Savior, a Messiah who would be
their ultimate help and hope. He would be born as a baby boy, but He
would be God in human form.

Isaiah wrote these prophecies directed by God to the people of Israel
more than 650 years before they happened. They were to give the
people hope in the salvation He would bring through the Savior. The
Messiah would be a Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace.

Now you might wonder how that would help people facing an invasion.
This prophecy or promise was to give the people something or someone
everlasting to put their hope in, someone even bigger than their earthly
troubles. If they trusted in God and the promise of His Savior, they
would be saved.

So much about this season is exciting and hopeful! What is hope? A
hope and a wish are similar, but a hope is more of an expectation of
something that is certain. What are you hoping for? Are you hoping for
just that special gift? Are you hoping to see family or friends you
haven’t seen in a long while? Are you hoping to have a fun time together
celebrating this special season? Have each person share three things
they are hoping for.



I am sure the things each person shared are great things to hope for,
but some of them may be more of a wish than a hope. I can say I
hope we will all have a special Christmas season, because we are
certain for it to be a great time! However, there is something even
bigger we can be hopeful for.  

Even though the Israelites did not see it in their lifetime, Jesus came
to earth and was born as the Savior. You see, God keeps His
promises. Their hope was fulfilled. We are the people who look back
at His first coming, His birth in the past. We look back at this promise
fulfilled and that grows our faith and trust in Him. However, we still
look ahead with hope that Jesus will return one day and make all
things right.  

The passage we read from Isaiah says that His government and
peace will not end. That will be a wonderful time! Until then, we can
enjoy so much because of what He has done for us. We can have
peace and hope in our hearts here and now because of Jesus Christ.

Additional Scripture Reading for the Week

Isaiah 7:2; 11:1-5; Micah 5:2
Isaiah 40:28-31
1 Peter 1:3-9
Titus 2:11-14

Discuss ways these passages teach us about the promise of how Jesus would
come and the hope we have in Him.



FAMILY ACTIVITY

4 oz. of whole milk
Q-Tip cotton swab
White piece of paper

What You Need: 

What You Do:
 Dip the Q-tip into the milk and write your message on the paper. 
 Once the message dries (it may take up to 30 minutes), take a    
 pencil and use sandpaper at the pencil tip to shave particles onto 
 the paper. 
 Then use your finger to rub pencil (graphite) shavings onto the
“invisible” lettering. Your message should “magically” appear.
Actually, the graphite sticks to the fat left behind once the liquid from
the milk evaporated.

1.
2.

3.

Suggested hidden messages:
Jesus is the Messiah
Merry Christmas
Happy Birthday Jesus!

Sandpaper
Non-mechanical pencil



As a family write cards to older people in nearby nursing homes.
They need messages of hope this Christmas, since they have not
been able to see friends and family members. Call a nursing home to
get a list of names, and once completed you can drop them off. Your
card can bring joy and remind them of the hope we have in Jesus our
Savior, just like the prophecies brought hope to the people of Israel. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY



Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus



WEEK 2: FAITH 
Mary and Joseph had faith in

God’s plan.

DECEMBER 6



In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to
her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!"…And the
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus."…And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word."

Can you imagine an angel visiting you to tell you that you would give
birth to the Messiah? To God in human form? Mary must have been
wondering why this would happen to her and overwhelmed by the
news, but her response shows her faith in God. It must have been a
shock, not at all what she planned for her life, but she trusted that
God’s plan was best.

Can you discuss as a family what the word faith means? (Answers may
include: believing in something, a strong belief in something unseen,
trusting in someone or something.) One definition of faith is complete
trust in someone or something. Today, let’s take a closer look at Mary
and Joseph and the faith they showed as Jesus was born.

DEVOTIONAL

Read Together: Luke 1:26-28, 30-31, 38



In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was
the governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth,
to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

Read Together: Luke 2:1-7

Earlier in Luke, we read that Mary and Joseph were engaged to be
married, and we just read where the angel told Mary that she would
have a son. When Mary was close to her due date, Caesar Augustus
decided that everyone should be counted. Today, we call that a
census. In order to be counted in the census, everyone had to travel
back to their hometown. It is more than 70 miles from Nazareth
(where Mary and Joseph lived) to Bethlehem (Joseph’s hometown).
Normally, this would take about four or five days, but don’t forget
that Mary was pregnant and having a baby soon, so it probably took
more than a week to walk there. Most of the time we picture Mary
riding to Bethlehem on an animal, but the Bible doesn’t actually
mention that. She may have ridden some of the way, but more than
likely, Mary and Joseph walked the 70-mile journey.



Where did they need their faith to help them follow God’s
direction?
Do you think Mary was afraid? What about Joseph? What are
some other feelings you think they would have had? 
How do you think their faith got them through this time? 

Mary and Joseph’s plans had already been disrupted by the news
from the angel, and now they were facing the birth of their son in the
most difficult circumstances; far from home and in an animal barn.
This doesn’t sound like the birth story of a king! However, hundreds
of years earlier, it had been foretold in Micah 5:2 that the Messiah
would be born in Bethlehem. So even though this must have been a
difficult time for Mary and Joseph, we can see that this was part of
God’s plan all along. God used a census, a hard journey, and two
faithful people to bring about His perfect plan. Through all of this,
there is no mention of Mary and Joseph being fearful or questioning
God. Instead, in Luke 2:19 it says, “But Mary treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart.”  

 As you think about their journey, discuss as a family how Mary and
Joseph might have felt.

Mary and Joseph had to have tremendous faith on their journey to
Bethlehem and Jesus’ birth! They laid aside their own plans and put
their faith in the Lord, trusting that He would be with them each step
of the way.  



As we move into the Christmas season, let’s look at our faith. How do
we need faith today? What are some ways we can trust God like Mary
and Joseph did? We are all on a journey through life, and our faith
helps us trust God as we walk through our days. We are reminded in
2 Corinthians 5:7 that “we walk by faith, not by sight.” Mary and
Joseph walked by faith on their difficult journey, and we can also
have faith in the plans God has for us.

Additional Scripture Reading for the Week
Romans 10:17
Hebrews 11:1
Mark 11:22-24
Proverbs 3:5-6



FAMILY ACTIVITY

1 package of yeast
1/4 cup warm water
1 teaspoon sugar
Gallon sized zip-lock bag

What You Need: 

What You Do:
 Mix the yeast, water, and sugar together.
 Pour mixture into the zip-lock bag and seal.
 Wait for about 15 minutes.
 See what happens!

1.
2.
3.
4.

Sometimes it’s hard to have faith in Jesus because we can’t physically
see Him. Do this experiment with a grown-up to show how seeing is
not believing.

Isn’t that amazing? Even though you can’t see the yeast, it does
incredible things. It makes things grow and bubble! Faith is kind of like
that. Even though we can’t see God, it doesn’t mean He is not there! He
is working when we can’t see Him, doing amazing things in our world
and lives.



Think about Mary and Joseph travelling to a faraway land to be
counted in the census. Something that would have made them very
comfortable would have been a soft blanket. Together as a family,
make a tie-fleece blanket or purchase some fleece blankets to
distribute to the homeless in our area. 

Places to drop off blankets:

Broad Street Ministry                           Warren Missions Department
20 Broad Street                                    3203 Washington Road
Augusta, GA 30901                                Augusta, GA 30907 

Or deliver the blankets as a family to someone new you meet!

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY



Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie.
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above.
While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love.

Oh morning stars together, proclaim thy holy birth.
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to men on earth.

CHRISTMAS CAROL
O Little Town of Bethlehem



WEEK 3: JOY
The shepherds and wise men

were filled with joy at the birth
of Jesus.

DECEMBER 13



And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock at night. And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord."

Joy is a word that gets used a lot around Christmas time. What about
Christmas makes you joyful? (Answers may include: presents, no
school, time with family, parties, etc.) 

A big focus during the Christmas season is GIFTS. And gifts bring us
joy! The joy we’re talking about today is also a gift, but not one you
can buy in a store. This gift was the greatest of all time: Jesus. 

The people of Israel had been waiting a long time for a Messiah,
someone who would come and rescue them from all of their
problems. And they had a lot of problems! For hundreds of years,
Israel had been in and out of slavery, mistreated by rulers, thrown
out of their home country, and all sorts of other things. They were
waiting for someone to come and save them.  

As we read in week one, the prophets in the Old Testament told about
a Savior who would come. This Savior was Jesus. After His birth in
Luke 2, we read about angels appearing to shepherds while they
watched their sheep at night.

DEVOTIONAL

Read Together: Luke 2:8, 10-11



When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And
going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

The angels said the Savior was here! This was great news that would
bring joy to ALL people, not only the people of Israel. Jesus would be a
Savior for the whole world.  

In Matthew, we hear of Wise Men from the East who saw a star in the
sky and followed it all the way to Bethlehem to worship Jesus.

Read Together: Matthew 2:10-11

The Wise Men knew that this baby was special, and they travelled from
far away to worship and honor Him with their gifts. 

Israel was looking for someone to save them from their troubles on
earth, but the Savior that came was so much more than that. He would
save them from their sins. Those that knew Him were filled with joy at
His birth, because they knew that this tiny baby would change the
world forever.  

At the beginning we talked about some things that bring us “joy,” but
real joy is not the happy feeling you get when it’s time to open
presents. That feeling will fade quickly as Christmas passes! 



Happiness comes and goes based on our circumstances, but real joy
runs much deeper because it is found in something that doesn’t change
and never ends: Jesus. Christmas is a time of joy because we pause
and remember how Jesus came to earth as a baby to offer forgiveness
of sins and eternal life to the world.

Additional Scripture Readings for the Week:

Matthew 2:1-12
Luke 1:26-45
Luke 2:8-20
Luke 2:22-38



FAMILY ACTIVITY

White piece of paper
Green paint or ink pad
Marker
Jewels/pom-poms/stickers

What You Need: 

What You Do:

 Press hand firmly into green ink pad, or paint palm with washable
green paint. 
 Press palm firmly into center of paper. 
 Write a “J” on the left of the handprint, and a “Y” on the right, spelling
out joy. 
 After the handprint dries, turn it into a Christmas tree by decorating
it with sticky jewels, small pom-poms, stickers, or whatever you have
around the house. 
 Draw a tree trunk on the bottom and a star on the top using markers.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.



Find a small way to spread joy to someone this week, such as buying
a treat for your cashier at the grocery store, paying for someone’s
meal in the drive-thru, leaving a treat for the delivery man, or taking
a treat to a neighbor. Consider giving your “JOY” art to the recipient
of your gift, and adding Luke 2:10-11 on the back of the art. We want
others to know about the true joy that Christmas brings!

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY



Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

CHRISTMAS CAROL
Joy to the World



WEEK 4: PEACE 
The angels announced that
Jesus came to bring peace.

DECEMBER 20



And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those with whom He is pleased!"

What do you think of when you hear the word peace? 
(Some answers may be: snuggling with mom or dad, when mom or dad
says, “I just need some peace and quiet,” or world peace where everyone,
everywhere gets along.) 

Last week, in Luke 2:8-12, we read about an angel that appeared to the
shepherds and told them that Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, had
been born. But the wonder of the night didn’t stop there.

DEVOTIONAL

Read Together: Luke 2:13-14

Imagine that scene for a minute. The sky was filled with angels singing
praises to the Lord. They told the shepherds that God’s peace had come to
earth in the form of a baby, but this was no ordinary baby! It was the Son
of God. It was Jesus! And God had a very special plan for Jesus’ life. 

When Jesus was born there were a lot of bad things happening in Israel.
We talked earlier about the prophets foretelling that a child would be
born, and that He would be called the Prince of Peace. That’s why the
people were so excited to hear the news the angels shared. They thought
Jesus would defeat all of the bad guys, like King Herod, who you can read
about in Matthew 2. They thought the Prince of Peace was coming to fix
all the bad things, like worry and sickness and death. 



But Jesus never made worrying and sickness and death stop—those
things are still going on today! People misunderstood the kind of peace
that Jesus would bring. God’s plan for Jesus was to bring a different
kind of peace. His peace wouldn’t stop all of the bad things from
happening in the world. Instead, Jesus would provide the opportunity
for us to have peace with God. You see, we are all born sinners, and
because of our sin, we do not have peace with God. God knew we could
never be good enough or nice enough or smart enough to fix that. But
God loves us so much that He sent us Jesus. Jesus paid the penalty for
our sins on the cross so that we could have peace with God.  

Do you know how you can experience peace with God? You can have
peace by accepting Jesus Christ as your Savior. Will all of your worries
go away? Unfortunately, no. As long as we live in this broken world there
will be hard times and things to worry about. But as a Christian, you can
replace your worries with prayer and thankfulness for how much God
loves you, and you can look forward to the day that we join Jesus in
heaven. On that day, all of our troubles really will disappear. We will
experience perfect peace in the presence of God.

Additional Scripture Readings for the Week 
Isaiah 9:6-8
John 14:27
John 16:33
Philippians 4:7



FAMILY ACTIVITY
Magazine or newspaper pages
Red construction paper
Glue
Black marker

What You Need: 

What You Do:
Use a black marker to draw a cross outline on the piece of
construction paper.
Allow children to tear apart the magazine or newspaper pages into
small pieces.
Say: “Wow! You sure have made a mess with all of this paper. When
we don’t have peace in our lives, we feel broken and messy. The
Good News is that God can take our messy lives and give us peace
through our faith in Jesus Christ. Let’s see how we can take this
mess and turn it into a beautiful reminder of peace.”
Give each child a piece of construction paper and have them glue
the ripped-up pieces into the cross outline. Older kids may want to
look for letters to spell “PEACE”.
Allow the glue to dry, cover with clear contact paper, and cut out the
cross shape. 
Optional: Make the cross into an ornament by punching a hole at the
top and using yarn or a ribbon to hang on your tree.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Clear contact paper
Hole punch (optional)
Yarn or ribbon (optional)



As Christians, we should desire that everyone experience peace with
God through a relationship with Jesus. Take your family on a walk in
your neighborhood. As you pass each house, pray that each person
who lives there will come to know Jesus as their Savior, that
Christmas this year will be different than every year before, and that
it won’t be about the presents or the food but about celebrating the
birth of Jesus, our Prince of Peace.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY



Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply 
Echo back their joyous strains.  

Refrain: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be,
Which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain] 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing.
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]

CHRISTMAS CAROL
Angels We Have Heard on High



WEEK 5: LOVE 
Jesus is God's gift of love to us. 

DECEMBER 24



For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

During this advent season we have spent time reflecting on the hope we
have in Jesus our Messiah, the faith of Mary and Joseph as they walked
through difficult times, the joy people experienced at the birth of Jesus,
and the peace that Jesus brought the world through salvation. This
brings us to Christmas Eve, where we celebrate and treasure God’s gift
of love to us.

DEVOTIONAL

Read Together: John 3:16

The world was lost in sin and darkness, separated from God and without
peace. God’s plan all along had been to send His Son to save us, and the
promise was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus.

Read Together: Luke 2:1-21 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 



with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  And
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been
told them concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. And
at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus,
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.



Jesus was born in the humblest way, without any fanfare or even a
proper place to sleep. Yet this baby was God’s greatest gift, a Savior
who would live a perfect life, then humble Himself and die for the sins
of the whole world, yours included. We did nothing to deserve this gift
and we could never earn it no matter how hard we try. That’s why God’s
love is so amazing! It is undeserved, yet graciously given to us without
end.  

God’s love is a gift not only that He gives to us, but that we can share
with others. The best gift you could give someone this Christmas is
telling them the story of how Jesus came to earth as a baby to bring
hope, faith, joy, peace, and love to each of us. Jesus is the gift that
keeps on giving!



FAMILY ACTIVITY

Bake a cake to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

Light candles and sing “Silent Night.” 

Gather around the Christmas tree and read the whole Christmas
story from Luke 2.  

Attend a Christmas Eve service as a family.  

Watch your favorite Christmas movie and prepare a special
breakfast for Christmas morning.

This gift is worth celebrating!

Here are a few ideas from our staff: 
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