
Peter reported to the church all
that had happened in Caesarea
at the house of Cornelius when
the Gentiles came to believe in
Jesus and received the Holy
Spirit. Some Jewish believers in
Jerusalem were criticizing him
for going to the Gentiles at all.
He explained how the Lord had
given him a vision that he
should go. 
 
He also told them the signs he
saw that the Holy Spirit fell on
the Gentiles as He had fallen on
Peter and the others at the
beginning. This showed Peter
that this was a work of God. He
knew that he must not stand in
God’s way and go against the
plans of the Lord. Their
criticisms died and they glorified
the Lord for saving 
the Gentiles. 
 
THANK: Thank God that He
saved the Gentiles and made
clear to church leaders that they
were part of them.

Because of the persecution of the church, believers continued to spread
out to other places including a place called Antioch. They first shared
about Jesus with the Jews, but then they preached Jesus to the Greek
people too. Many came to believe in Jesus! The church in Jerusalem sent
Barnabas to Antioch to encourage and teach them.
 
Barnabas went to Tarsus to get Saul to bring him to Antioch with him, and
they both taught the people for a whole year. This is the place when
disciples were called Christians for the first time! It also marks one of the
earliest collections for missions taken, when they sent money to the
people of Judea who would go through a time of famine. 
 
PRAISE: Praise God for this movement of Christianity! Praise Him for how
it has grown and that we can be a part. Praise God if you are a Christian! If
you haven’t yet decided to follow Jesus, you can today! Follow Him as your
Savior and the Lord of your life.

Week 8 Memory Verse
 

"For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God." 
Romans 8:14
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Bible Time Card

Day 1 - Read Acts 11:1-18

Day 2 – Read Acts 11:19-30

Unscramble the tiles below to reveal 
the last sentence of Acts 11:26.



Herod the King began violently persecuting
believers. He was the grandson of the King Herod
who ruled when Jesus was born. He killed James
whose brother was John. He also put Peter in
prison guarded by a squad of soldiers during the
Passover feast. The church prayed very seriously
to God for Peter. 
 
One time, James and John made a very bold
request of Jesus (Mark 10:35-45). They wanted to
sit on either side of Jesus when He rules. They
wanted a place of honor and leadership, and
their request made their fellow disciples mad.
Jesus told them they didn’t understand what they
were asking for and promised they would share
in His suffering. Here it came true for James, as
he was the first of the original disciples who was
martyred or killed for his faith. 
 
THINK: Think about how the church members
prayed for Peter. God hears the prayers of His
people for others! Let’s be committed to praying
for others in need. King Herod continued to rule selfishly and try to get others

to worship him. He was angry with Sidon and Tyre, but they
were willing to say anything, seek peace, and worship Herod
to get the food they wanted for their country. After hearing
the king’s speech, they called him a god. As a result, the
angel of the Lord killed Herod, and he died of worms. 
 
God refuses to share His glory with another! He is God and
there is no one like Him. His Word cannot be stopped. The
Word of God, even with Herod’s persecution, continued to
grow and spread. Barnabas, Saul, and John Mark returned
from their service in Antioch.  
 
PRAY: Pray and ask God to help you be faithful to following
Him and help His church grow! We can pray and share the
gospel.

On the night that Herod was going to bring Peter out
and turn him over to the Jews for further
persecution, Peter was asleep between soldiers.
Then an angel came and struck Peter in the side to
wake him. The chains fell off Peter, and the angel told
him to rise, get dressed, and follow him. Peter did
just that and they went through guards, gates, and
ended up in the city where the angel left him. 
 
Peter ran to where many were gathered praying for
him. When he knocked at the door, the servant girl
recognized his voice and ran to tell the others he had
been released. In her excitement, she forgot to let
him in! The others who had been praying didn’t
believe the servant girl that Peter was alive. With his
repeated knocking, they finally let him in and heard
his great testimony! Sadly, the soldiers who guarded
Peter were put to death by Herod.

Day 3 – Read Acts 12:1-5 Day 4 – Read Acts 12:6-19

Day 5 – Read Acts 12:20-25


