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Before the Lesson 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your LIFE Group meets. 
Scripture passages: 2 Timothy 1:3-7 and 3:14-15 
 
In many ways parenting is a picture of the Gospel. Just as knowing Jesus has everything to do with 
relationship rather than rules and regulations, the foundation of parenting must be cultivated through 
relationship not dictatorship. Think of the attributes of God. He is a loving Father, yet He is the 
Almighty One. He is love, yet He is justice. He is kind and gentle, yet He must discipline His children 
and lead them to humble repentance. We have been given a perfect example through the Scriptures 
of parenting as we look to the Lord for guidance. 
 
There are many challenges along the way, but there is much grace to be given as we learn to let go 
of our fears and cling to the faithfulness of Christ. There are no formulas, only principles to learn and 
apply using godly wisdom found in the Word, much prayer, and a full measure of faith. Parenting, 
like our relationship with Jesus, is not about us; it’s about God and His work of grace in His 
magnificent creation. 

Focus question: 
How have you seen the grace of God in your life and in the lives of those under your care? 

_________________________________________ 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• Discuss the following talking points about parenting as it relates to the Gospel: 
§ Parenting based on relationship vs. role-play or rules. 
§ The challenges associated with parenting and God’s work of grace in our lives 
§ Faith-based parenting vs. fear-based parenting 
 

• Talk about the five forces or belief systems godly parents face and your responsibility as a parent to 
steer your children to a Biblical way of thinking: 

§ Man is the center of all things. (Humanism) 
§ This is all there is. Materialism) 
§ Pleasure is the purpose of life. (Hedonism) 
§ There are no absolutes. (Relativism) 
§ Good parents raise “good kids.” (Moralism) 

 
• Read 2 Timothy 1:3-7. To whom do you owe thanks for pointing you to Christ? Are you fanning into 

flame the gift of the spirit of God who lives in you by reading the Word, praying, and earnestly seeking 
to do God’s will for your life and lives of those in your charge? 
 

• What areas of parenting ignite the most fear in you? What does 2 Timothy 1:7 remind us about the 
Spirit? How can this help you in your parenting? 
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• Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and discuss the five “Pilot Points for Parents” Pastor McKinley outlined in 
His message. 

§ Personalization: Parenting begins with YOU. (v. 5) “You must become what you are 
praying for your children to become.” – Gary Thomas  

• Are you displaying a heart that loves God to your children? How are you living 
out Ephesians 5:1-2, Colossians 3:12-14, and 1 John 4:7-11? 

 
§ Intentionality: Parenting is not accidental; it requires intentional effort. (v. 7) 

• In what ways are you parenting with intentionality? Do you have a family 
devotion and prayer time daily or weekly outside of church? Are you 
memorizing our weekly verses together as a family? When your children 
encounter a struggle, do you point them to God and His Word for answers? 

 
§ Legacy: The target of your life is to purposefully impact your children for eternity. (v. 7)  

• Read and discuss Psalm 1 and 127 as they relate to leading and leaving a 
legacy of faith for your children and your children’s children. 

 
§ Opportunities: Parenting is full immersion – when you talk, walk, lie down, etc. (v. 7-9) 

• How are you using the teachable moments throughout your days to impact the 
lives of your children for the Gospel? 
 

§ Testimony: Create a storyline that leads to their salvation. (v. 12-13 and 2 Timothy 
3:14-15) 

• Have you had the opportunity to lead your child to Christ? If so, take time to 
share that with your group. If not, are you preparing to lead them to Christ? Are 
you praying daily for their salvation? 

 
Further Study (to be used in your personal Quiet Time) 
Commit to pray for your children and their legacy of faith daily. Use Psalm 1 as a guideline for your prayers 
for them. Pray from the top of their heads (their mind, eyes, ears, mouth), to their hands and feet (what they 
do, where they go, etc.).  
 

Joshua Code memory verse:  
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. – 2 Chronicles 7:14 

 
Family Time
Talk to your children about “walking in love” this week. Read Ephesians 5:1-2, Colossians 3:12-14, and 1 
John 4:7-11 to them in an understandable translation and practice loving well each day. Make a “walking in 
love” floor chart outlining specific ways they can practice this concept. Trace your child’s feet and use his/her 
footprints to make the floor chart. Hang it on the wall as a reminder to them to live lovingly! 


