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Overview 
A wish is a strong desire or an expression of wellbeing for someone. In Romans 15 Paul composes 
three prayers, or “wishes,” as he ends his letter. His first wish, like a carefully orchestrated hymn, is 
that our hearts would be in harmony with one another. This beautiful strain is rehearsed again and 
again in the lives of believers through times of adversity as well as peace in order to build endurance 
and encouragement and to promote unity in the body of Christ. God carefully uses His Word as a 
tuning fork in the lives of believers to strengthen and encourage hearts and lead them to worship Him 
in spirit and in truth. As the final chorus is played, God’s church is transformed into a perfectly tuned 
masterpiece that brings Soli Deo Gloria – glory to God alone.  
 

 

Going Deeper  
Read Romans 15:2-7 
 
Truth: God desires harmony in the hearts of His people. 

More than a general desire or soft-sided wish, Paul makes it clear that one of the great 
concerns and dominant themes of Scripture is God’s desire for unity among His people. God 
desires the church of Jesus Christ not to be marked by the chaos, discord, dissension, and 
selfishness that marks the world but rather that it is marked by a new community of people, 
gathered by grace, including Jew and Gentile, bond and free, male and female…all part of 
God’s plan for His people. – David H. McKinley 

 
Look up the following verses in the Old and New Testaments and discuss the theme of unity.  
(See Leader’s Guide for specific questions that will help you lead through this discussion on unity.) 
 

Psalm 133:1    1 Corinthians 12:12 
Jeremiah 32:36-39   Galatians 3:26 
Ezekiel 37:15-19   Ephesians 4:1-6 
Zephaniah 3:9    Philippians 1:27; 2:1-2 
John 17:20-23    Colossians 3:11-15 
Acts 2:1-4    Revelation 21:1-4 

 
The chord that ties all of these verses together is Jesus and His redemptive work. 
Read Philippians 2:3-11 and discuss how being like Jesus to those whom you love, work with, live 
near and even meet in passing builds Christ-centered, unified relationships. 
	  
 
 
 
 
How is this idea of unity counter to the culture we live in, and how can we, as believers, help make a 
change? 
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Read Romans 15:4-5 
 
Truth: God builds harmony in our hearts through His Word.   

God’s Word is the “tuning fork” for the church in every place and in every period. As we study 
and assimilate God’s Word into our hearts, the Word brings harmony between us resulting in a 
steadfast walk with Christ (Romans 15:4) and glorious worship together (Romans 15:6). Never 
separate the Word and worship. – David H. McKinley  

 
Compare Ephesians 6:10-18 and Hebrew 6:13-20. Discuss the importance of God’s Word in 
transforming believers into strong testimonies for Christ. 
 

• When has God’s Word been an “anchor for your soul”? 
• When have you used God’s Word as a sword to fight off the enemy? 
• What will you use the next time you are in the heat of battle? 
• How can you use your knowledge of God’s Word to help someone this week?  

 
 
Making it Stick 
Read Romans 15:6-7 
 
Truth: God uses the harmony of our hearts to bring glory to His name.  
 

• As you think about this season of “good will, cheer and love,” what can you do to promote 
harmony in a strained relationship? 

• Will you choose to be the one to say “I’m sorry” first?  
• Will you be the one to offer forgiveness without expecting anything in return? 
• What can you do this week to show someone how much you love them (not referring to gifts 

that can be bought, but referring to gifts of the heart)? 
• Will you give the gift of love to someone this Christmas by telling them about our one true 

hope, Jesus? 
• Who will you tell this week? 
• How can and will you make much of Jesus this week in order to bring Soli Deo Gloria – Glory 

to God alone? 
 

Living It Out  
Use this week to memorize Philippians 2:3-11 and share the true meaning of Christmas–Christ’s 
redemptive work–with someone.  
 

Philippians 2:3-11 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
	  


