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Overview 
What is your Christmas wish? Is it a dream fulfilled, a gift purchased, a person loved, a miracle 
performed, a way made? Paul’s second wish in Romans 15 encompasses each of these desires. 
Listen to his heartfelt plea, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” (verse 13) From the Angel’s foretelling to Mary, 
to the cross of Calvary, this longing, this wish, this whispered prayer echoed by Paul was a reminder 
to God’s people that their hopes and dreams had come true. The most precious gift of all had been 
purchased by His own blood. The One whom they could love and be loved by had been born in a 
manger long ago. Many had seen the miracle that had been prophesied. And for those then and for us 
now, a way had been made. The Way to eternal life had been made, and the Way to peace, joy, and 
power to get us through had been made as well. Jesus, our steadfast and sure Hope, was Paul’s wish 
for all. 
 
Going Deeper 
Read Romans 15:8-12. The verses you just read refer back to many Old Testament passages that 
were a foretelling of the circumstances and events leading up to Christ’s birth and the announcement 
of His coming. They were, in fact, promises of what was to come. Read the following passages and 
discuss how Jesus was the hope and fulfillment of these many promises. 
 

Prophecy       Fulfillment 
 Genesis 12:1-3      Matthew 1:1 

 Isaiah 7:14       Matthew 1:18-23 

Isaiah 11:10, Jeremiah 23:5  Matthew 1:5-6, Romans 15:12a, 

Genesis 12:3 (all the nations) Romans 15:12:b, Ephesians 3:6, 
Galatians 3:8 

Micah 5:2       Luke 2:1-7 

Genesis 49:10 Luke 3:33 

Isaiah 53:10-11 Acts 2:25-32  

 
• Explain how confirming the validity of Scripture through the study of God’s Word helps as you talk 

about Jesus to those who don’t know Him. 
 
• How does the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus bring you hope today? 
 
• Based on the promises of God’s Word, who can you “announce” this Hope to this week (a co-

worker, neighbor, friend)? 
 
• Will you share it?  Yes or No   
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Making it Stick 
Read Romans 15:13. This verse empowers us with hope for today. It reminds us of the filling that 
needs to take place in order for us to withstand tough times and “abound or overflow” with hope. Read 
the verses below which speak of the “hope of the Gospel” and the “power of hope.” Note what hope 
does or what we are to do as a result of our hope in each of these verses.  
 
Romans 5:1-5  

Romans 12:12  

Ephesians 1:12-18  

Titus 2:11-14   

Hebrews 6:17-19 

1 Peter 1:3-9,13 

1 John 3:3 

 
Read Isaiah 40:28-31. Verse 31 paints a vivid picture of what happens as we wait in hope. As we 
“hope in” or “wait for” the Lord (literally cling to, or bind ourselves to, like a braided rope), our strength 
is renewed (our imperfect strength is exchanged for His perfect strength), which causes us to gain 
endurance and encouragement. Through that exchange we are empowered to keep going, to worship, 
and to serve with joy in the midst of our weariness and burdens. (See Leader’s Guide for additional 
commentary on these verses.) 
 

Hope is what enables waiting, renews strength, provides encouragement, and empowers 
service. Hope gathers us in worship, delivers us in pain, quiets us in suffering, sustains us in 
difficulty, and builds us in confidence.  – David H. McKinley 

 
Discuss this process of “hoping in the Lord” in the difficulties of life. Perhaps someone in your group 
can share a brief testimony of how this process has worked in their life. Encourage each other by 
being transparent and sharing a current struggle. Talk through the steps to renewed strength in the 
Isaiah passage, then stop and pray specifically for those who shared. 
 	  

Living It Out  
 

How have you or will you apply these principles on “abounding in hope” to your life this week? 
Who do you know that needs to hear this message of hope today? 

 
In life’s deepest pits, in life’s darkest hours, in life’s most demanding moments, in life’s most difficult days,  

in disappointment, in disaster, in danger, in despair, in disease, in defeat, and even in death …  
we are not without, and we are never beyond hope.  – David H. McKinley 

 
Share that message this week! 

 


