
“The book of Daniel, like Revelation in the NT, 
is called an apocalypse – which means – 

unveiling.  When wickedness seemed supreme 
in the world and evil powers were dominant, 

an apocalypse was given to show the real 
situation behind that which was apparent, and 

to indicate the eventual victory of 
righteousness upon the earth.” 

Key Word in 2020:
FOCUS

Godly Conviction:

-the state of being convinced of God’s Truth

Godly Conviction:

-the state of being convinced of God’s Truth

-an unshakable belief that God’s way is the best way 

1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. 2And the Lord gave 

Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of 
the vessels of the house of God.  And he brought 

them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, 
and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god.

3Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief 
eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both 

of the royal family and of the nobility, 4 youths 
without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in 

all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, 
understanding learning, and competent to stand in 
the king's palace, and to teach them the literature 

and language of the Chaldeans.



5The king assigned them a daily portion of the food 
that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. 

They were to be educated for three years, and at 
the end of that time they were to stand before the 
king. 6Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 

and Azariah of the tribe of Judah.

7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: 
Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called 

Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he 
called Abednego.

—Daniel 1:1-7 (ESV)
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Babylon Re-Indoctrination:

-Changed Their Name

-Reshaped Their Beliefs

-Adjusted Their Lifestyles

Conviction 1:
_________________________________________________

Identity - Whose Am I?



Daniel was IN Babylon, 
not OF Babylon.

Conviction 2:
_________________________________________________

Devotion - Who Will I Serve?

8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile 
himself with the king's food, or with the wine that 

he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the 
eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. 9 And 

God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight 
of the chief of the eunuchs, 

10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear 
my lord the king, who assigned your food and your 

drink; for why should he see that you were in worse 
condition than the youths who are of your own 
age? So you would endanger my head with the 

king.” 11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the 
chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given 
vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our 
appearance and the appearance of the youths who 
eat the king's food be observed by you, and deal 
with your servants according to what you see.”

—Daniel 1:8-13 (ESV)

Daniel chose faithfulness
over fear.



17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and 
skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had 

understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end of 
the time, when the king had commanded that they 

should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought 
them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king spoke 
with them, and among all of them none was found like 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they 

stood before the king.

20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding 
about which the king inquired of them, he found them 
ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters 
that were in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there 

until the first year of King Cyrus.

—Daniel 1:17-21(ESV)

Conviction 3:
_________________________________________________

Dependence - Where Do I Turn?

12 Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and 
commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 
13 So the decree went out, and the wise men were about to 
be killed; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill 

them…

17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter 
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 
18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven 

concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions 
might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of 

Babylon. 

—Daniel 2:12-13, 17-18 (ESV)

While the threat was physical, 
Daniel understands that the battle

is the Lords.



12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand firm…
18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 

supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints.

—Ephesians 6:12-13, 18 (ESV)

Prayer is an indicator
of your dependence.

Conviction 4:
_________________________________________________

Obedience - Who Do I Trust?

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said 
to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 
answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O 
king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we 
will not serve your gods or worship the golden image 

that you have set up.”

—Daniel 3:16-18

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths.

—Proverbs 3:5 (ESV)

Work Within the System if Possible
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Civil Disobedience When Necessary

Always Testifying to the Truth About God

“There comes a time when one must take a position 
that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he must 

take it because conscience tells him it is right.” 

—Martin Luther King Jr. 
“A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches”


