
If I want it, it’s mine.
If I give it to you and change my mind, it’s mine.

If I can take it away from you, it’s mine.
If it’s mine, it will always be mine.

If we’re building something, all the pieces are mine.
If it looks like mine, it’s mine.

—The Toddler’s Creed You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 
not covet you neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, 

or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or 
anything that is your neighbor’s. —Exodus 20:17 ESV

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO COVET?

‘I covet when I look at what someone else has - tangible 
or intangible - and desire it to the point I am distracted 

and dissatisfied without it.” —David McKinley
WHAT DOES COVETING DO?



1. FATIGUE.
WHAT DOES  COVET ING DO?

2. DEBT.
WHAT DOES  COVET ING DO?

3. CONFLICTS.
WHAT DOES  COVET ING DO?

What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 

war within you? You desire and do not have, so 
you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 

fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do 
not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you 

ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.
—James 4:1-3 ESV

4. WORRY.
WHAT DOES  COVET ING DO?

The more you have,
the more you have to worry about!



5. DISSATISFACTION.
WHAT DOES  COVET ING DO?

HOW CAN YOU COMBAT COVETING?

1. GUARD YOUR HEART.
HOW C AN YOU COMB AT COVET ING? Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it 

flow the springs of life.  —Proverbs 4:23 ESV

2. AVOID COMPARISONS.
HOW C AN YOU COMB AT COVET ING?

3. EXPRESS GRATITUDE.
HOW C AN YOU COMB AT COVET ING?



Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you. —1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ESV 4. PRACTICE GENEROSITY.
HOW C AN YOU COMB AT COVET ING?

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God. —Hebrews13:16 ESV

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure

for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

—1 Timothy 6:18-19 ESV 5. LEARN CONTENTMENT.
HOW C AN YOU COMB AT COVET ING?



Learn the difference between
excess and enough.

Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 

of his possessions. —Luke 12:15 ESV

For my people have committed two evils; they 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters 

and have hewed out 

Cisterns for themselves, 
broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

—Jeremiah 2:13 ESV

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with 
what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor 

forsake you.”  —Hebrews 13:5 ESV


