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Overview 
Just as wearing a wedding ring symbolizes commitment to your spouse, so baptism symbolizes your 
commitment to Jesus. This ordinance of the church is not merely a ceremonial spectacle, but rather a 
celebration of one’s identity with Christ Himself. Our new identity is affirmed and observed when 
someone steps into the waters of baptism and declares Jesus Christ is Lord. In essence, it is like a 
billboard advertising a person’s new life in Christ. It is an outward expression of an inward decision – I 
am dying to self and living for Christ. As the believer sinks beneath the water, he is identifying himself 
with Christ’s death, and as he emerges from the deep, he is raised to new life – free and fully alive in 
Him. 
 
Going Deeper 
• If you have been baptized, take a few moments and share your experience. 
• If you haven’t been baptized, can you identify and articulate why not? 
 
Making it Stick 
Read and discuss the following truths and passages about baptism. 
 

Ø Baptism is a practice of importance. 
§ Matthew 3:13-17 
§ Matthew 28:18-20 

After reading these verses, why do you think baptism is important? 
What do you think often motivates a person to be baptized? 
What should motivate a person to be baptized? 
 

Ø Baptism is a reflection of repentance. 
§ Mark 16:16 
§ Mark 1:4-5  

 
Ø Baptism is a symbol with significance. 

§ Romans 6:3-6 
§ Galatians 3:27-29 
§ Colossians 2:10-15 

How could you use the symbolism of the ordinance of baptism to lead someone to Jesus? 
 

Ø Baptism is an action of obedience. 
§ John 14:15 
§ Romans 12:1-2 

How can submitting to the ordinance of baptism help you grow in obedience and surrender to 
the Lord? 
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Read Acts 8:26-40. This passage provides a wonderful outline for leading and discipling someone 
into the Kingdom. What did Philip do in this process?  
 
 
 
What question does the eunuch ask in verses 36-37? 
 
 
If you or someone you know hasn’t been baptized, what is preventing it? 
 
 
Below are some reasons people give for not being baptized. Discuss how you would respond to 
someone who is struggling with believer’s baptism. 
 

• I’m afraid. 
• I don’t like to be in front of crowds. 
• I was baptized or christened as a baby. 
• I was sprinkled with water. 
• I don’t see the big deal about it. 

 
 
The regular and frequent practice of baptism is the living testimony of the church. Baptism is 
intended to be the primary storytelling motif of the church. Here we see and celebrate the work 
of God in the world and through the influence of the church in the lives of others.  

– David H. McKinley 
 
We are the church. Are we actively celebrating the work of God in the lives of others? How can we (as 
a church, as a LIFE Group, or as individuals) lead others to live out their faith in this way? 
 

Living It Out  
 

We may never be martyrs but we can die to self, to sin, to the world, to our plans and ambitions. 
That is the significance of baptism; we died with Christ and rose to new life. – Vance Havner 

 
This week pray for those you know who are struggling with the ordinance of baptism.  

Ask the Lord to help them take this step of faithful obedience. 
 


