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Few things in life can compare with the emotion and 
exuberance of winning. We all like to win! Enter “Winning 
Moments” in Google images and more than 75,000,000 
snapshots appear. 

Everyone wants to feel like a winner, but not all winners 
are winsome. Many who win become quite incorrigible and 
unbearable. Their winning moments make them demand-
ing and demeaning toward others 
rather than gracious or humble.

Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5.

I would venture to say that none 
of us have experienced the suc-
cess David achieved in his life. In 
this series, we have studied the 
following topics together:

1.  Faith in the Place of Intimida-
tion (Facing  Goliath)

2. Friendship in the Place of Opposition (Dealing with Saul)
3. Fear in the Place of Retribution (Getting Even)

Today, we will look at a fourth topic: Faithfulness in the 
Place of Promotion (Surviving Success).

All of us want to be successful in life. How do you define 
success? What does it look like? 

Success is achieved at different levels and in different 
ways. In order to look at success realistically, you have to 
look inward rather than outward. Many experience success 
outwardly, but are inward failures. Here are some quotes I 
have read on the subject of success:

“Success consists of going from failure to failure without 
any loss of enthusiasm.” —Winston Churchill

“Success is the achievement of a desired goal as a result 
of thorough planning and hard work.”

“Success is happiness.”

“Success if feeling comfortable in my own skin.”

“Success is finding peace within myself and feeling worthy 
in society.”

“Success is doing what you do well and letting others do 
everything else.”

“You gotta make the money first. Then when you get the 
money, you get the power. Then when you get the power, 
you get the women.”

“Success is touching the lives of others in a positive way, 
every day.”

“Success is living to be 80 years 
old and still being able to fish…”

“Success means having those 
closest to me love and respect 
me the most.” —John Maxwell

As we look at the life of David, 
we find he reached the pinnacle 
of success in 2 Samuel. The road 
had been long and hard. Saul, the 

king whom David honored and served, is now removed and 
David has the throne. If David lived in the present time, we 
might ask him the favorite Disney question: “David, you have 
just become king of Israel. What are you going to do now?”

And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of 
Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”
      —2 Samuel 9:1 ESV

What was David’s response? Kindness. 

The common practice when a new king ascended the 
throne was to eliminate all rivals. However, David did not 
use his newfound success to suppress others and indulge 
his own sense of security. Instead, he chose to benefit 
someone who was part of the very group that made 
David’s rise to the throne difficult.

David was a man with a good memory. Rather than looking 
ahead at the things he could enjoy, he looked back to re-
member people and promises that must not be forgotten.

One of the promises David made was to his friend, Jona-
than. Jonathan said to David, “… and do not cut off your 
steadfast love from my house forever, when the Lord cuts 
off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the 
earth” (1 Samuel 20:15 ESV).

Read 2 Samuel 9:3-8.
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FAITHFULNESS IN THE 
PLACE OF PROMOTION



David wanted to bless the house of Saul by honoring the 
son of Jonathan. Kindness is the one word that describes 
David’s attitude and ambition in sharing the goodness of his 
life with another.

Kindness is often the opposite reaction of those who want 
to use success to secure their own sense of self-worth, 
who want to indulge their own passions, who want to fulfill 
their own desires. If you are not careful, success will deter 
you from remembering the people and the path that led 
you to sit on the “throne” of your own personal achieve-
ments.

How do you handle success?

David did not let success go to his head or allow it to be-
come an excuse to use and abuse others. Instead, he used 
his success as a pathway to serve others.

It is fascinating to read the story of Mephibosheth, Jona-
than’s son:

Mephibosheth was…
• crippled by a fall (2 Samuel 9:3)
• living in a desolate place—Lo-debar (2 Samuel 9:4)
• running like a stray dog (2 Samuel 9:8)

BUT because of David’s “kindness,” Mephibosheth was…
• restored to a place of honor (9:9)
• seated at the king’s table (9:10)
• treated like one of the king’s sons (9:13)

What can we learn about success from David?

LESSON ONE—Success is not a platform for greater 
indulgence, but a place for greater service.

“The true measure of a man is not the number of servants 
he has, but the number of people he serves.” 

—Arnold Glasgow

“The first responsibility of a leader is to define reality. The 
last is to say thank you. In between, the leader is a ser-
vant.” —Max DePree

“Leadership is a serving relationship that has the effect of 
facilitating human development.” —Ted Ward

“True greatness, true leadership, is achieved not by 
reducing men to one’s service, but in giving oneself in 
selfless service to them.” —Oswald Sanders

LESSON TWO—When success is fully shared, success is 
truly enjoyed.

Too many men allow their success to isolate them from the 
very people and relationships that make life matter. Sadly, 
David—without any intention of his own—had been part 
of Mephibosheth’s injury. Many probably whispered in his 
ear, “It’s David’s fault.” David knew he could not reverse 
the injury, but he could add the kindness and grace that his 
success would allow.

The question to ask yourself is not, “How high did you 
climb?,” but rather, “How many did you leave in the debris 
as you climbed the ladder of success?”

LESSON THREE—Success is not the result of our high-
est ambitions or achievements, but of God’s amazing 
grace.

How did David get to the throne? Through the grace of 
God. Through grace, a shepherd boy killed Goliath with one 
smooth stone. Through grace, obstacles became opportuni-
ties to demonstrate faith in a great God.

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and for-
bearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is 
meant to lead you to repentance? —Romans 2:4 ESV

Mephibosheth was a prince in the bloodline of King Saul; 
David was “brought in” to the kingship. Through kindness, 
David honored the grandson of King Saul because of the 
love and friendship he had for Jonathan, Saul’s son. This is 
one of the most powerful stories of the gospel message of 
Christ in the Old Testament

Now these things happened to them as an example, but 
they were written down for our instruction, on whom the 
end of the ages has come. —1 Corinthians 10:11 ESV

Mephibosheth is an amazing picture of a sinner, crippled by 
a fall and living in fear far from God. All that was meant for 
him was stolen by the fall and he now lived in rebellion in 
Lo-debar, void of peace, satisfaction or fulfillment.

David sought Mephibosheth while he was hiding from him. 
And through grace, David brought Mephibosheth to the 
palace, restored all he had lost and made provision for his 
future, “You shall eat at my table always.” What grace and 
goodness! 

Are you seeking success apart from God? The greatest 
success in life is knowing the God who made you and then 
living to please Him.  


